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Facilitator: All right.  Thank you very, very much for coming along this afternoon.  It’s my 

great pleasure to welcome you all here today and it’s good to see such a good 

line up.  You’re here because you’re about to play your part in a public enquiry 

into council boundaries.   5 

Today’s enquiry concerns the boundaries of the City of Botany and the 

proposal for amalgamation with parts of the City of Sydney, Randwick, 

Marrickville and Rockdale councils.   

My name’s Deb Cameron.  And, I’m here to make sure that today runs as 

smoothly as it can run and that you have the opportunity to participate in the 10 

process.  In a moment you’re going to meet the independent delegate.  First 

though, if you haven’t already done so you do need to register to – at least in 

the initial phase to be a speaker.  Obviously there’s always room at the end of 

the day for other speakers.  But, people who are registered get the first 

preference and some of you will already have a number.   15 

Please turn your mobile phones to silent if that’s not too much to ask.  And, 

outside – the toilets are across – there’s a circular stairwell and across from – 

almost cater-corner to this doorway is where you’ll find the toilets.  In the 

event of an emergency please don’t panic.  It is a very well run establishment 

and if there is a problem you’ll be assisted to the exits.   20 

Mr Rod Nockles is to conduct the enquiry today and I would like to introduce 

him.  Mr Nockles. 

Rod: Thank you, Deb.  As Deb said my name is Rod Nockles and I’ve been 

appointed as the independent delegate to review this proposal or rather the 

provisions of the Local Government Act.   25 

I might just make a couple of brief opening remarks by way of context and 

explanation of the process and then we will open it up for people to make their 

submissions.   

I think the first thing to say is people will be aware that I was the independent 

delegate who examined the Botany Rockdale proposal.  And, I think it is – 30 

given the connection of that to this proposal – is worth me making a few 

remarks by way of context about that.   
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 My views on that submission are now a matter of public record and by way of 

disclosure that I have indicated to the minister that I believe that there is merit 

in pursuing that proposal.   

 For the purpose of this process and my role in this process that matter is now 

done and dusted as far as I’m concerned.  I’ve made my contribution to that 5 

process.  I’m now examining this proposal with fresh eyes.   

So, I would look at this not in the context of the Botany Rockdale proposal or 

indeed any other proposal.  I will examine this proposal in accordance with the 

ten or so criteria outlined in the act.   

I’m not at liberty to look at material changes to this proposal. So, the options 10 
open to me under the act and under my delegation is to recommend that this 

proposal has sufficient merit to proceed.  Or, that this proposal is deficient in 

some serious way and to recommend that it not proceed.  Or, that it proceeds 

with some minor modifications.  So, they are the options that are open to me 

and I will be looking at this carefully. 15 

 I will be considering the information that I am provided with today via the oral 

submissions that both councils will make and members of the public will 

make.  

 We wanted to give councils 15 minutes to make their presentation.  I have a 

number of councils here.  I won’t acknowledge you all because there are 20 

some five councils involved in this process.  So, I – I do acknowledge you as 

a whole. 

 We wanted to give councils 15 minutes to speak.  And, I’m relaxed about 

whether there is one more speakers within that 15 minutes.  But, you have 

only the 15 minutes.  So, by all means it may only be a councillor or a chief 25 

executive officer or general manager or whoever you’ve nominated or some 

combination thereof.  But, you will have only the 15 minutes.  So, we – we do 

have a very efficient time keeper here who will be keeping us on track as far 

as all that’s concerned.   

 We will then open it up to members of the public.  And, Deb has said I do 30 

encourage you to register.  I’ll say what I’ve said at other public enquiries in 

which I presided.  I am very eager and keen to hear what you have to say.  

We will, for as much as possible, accommodate you if you wish to speak 

today.  So, if you haven’t registered I would encourage you to do so.  And, 

encourage you to participate in this process.   35 

 So, I thank you for your participation today.  And, for the interest that you have 

already shown in this important public enquiry.  And, I think I’ll handover now 

and look forward to your contributions.  Thank you. 

Facilitator: All right.  So, as you know this is your day really.  Your day to have your say.  

Mr Nockles is here.  He’s independent and he’s here to listen.   40 
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 The enquiry is being held in accordance with the Local Government Act and 

therefore has to conclude at four o’clock today.  So, we will be here today until 

4:00.  We’ll probably run out of formal speakers.  But, the doors will stay open.  

So, please encourage anybody who you think should be here to come along 

in the time that – that is available.  You should have – as I said earlier – 5 

registered and you would have received a number.  And, I’ll start calling those 

numbers very soon.   

We want to ensure that there’s as many different views as possible are heard.  

So, unregistered speakers don’t give up hope.  Go and register now if you 

like.  But, we can, I’m sure, take unregistered speakers after the registration 10 
numbers have been completely worked through.   

Mr Nockles has already been through the time limits.  So, I won’t repeat 

those.  All the submissions that you make, written and verbal, will be 

thoroughly considered by him as he makes his considerations.  When I give 

you the call I’d asked you to please come to the mic.   15 

We’re going to turn this stand around so that it faces Mr Nockles.  I’d like you 

to try face Mr Nockles.  I mean I know there’s a great temptation to play to the 

gallery but you’re here to talk to Mr Nockles.  So, please speak to Mr Nockles.  

I’ll turn this around when I’ve finished speaking.  Because, it’s a really 

important element of a good orderly meeting that we don’t have too much wild 20 

behaviour from the back pews.   

So, as you’d expect we’re recording today’s events.  There is an audio 

recording being made and that transcript will be available to Mr Nockles.  He’ll 

also obviously read any letters.  If you run out of time when you’re making 

your submission, please pass your speaking notes to me if you would like and 25 

I’ll make sure that it goes to Mr Nockles for his further consideration.   

If you don’t want your voice recorded, then you will need to make a written 

submission.  So, that’s something you have to live with.  We can’t turn the 

audio recording off at any time.  Private audio, video and photography can’t 

really be taken without Mr Nockles’ permission.  Media is very, very welcome 30 

here today.  And, if you are a member of the media I do hope that you’re 

familiar with the media protocols that are in place today.   

So, now to the substance of the day and I’d like to call our very first speaker.  I 

– yeah.  I might get some help here.   

Stan: [indecipherable]. 35 

Facilitator: Yep.   

Male: Yep. 

Facilitator: Thanks.  I don’t understand [indecipherable]. 

Male: Councillor Stan Kondilios. 
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Facilitator: Would you – would you mind just stating your name because I didn’t do that. 

Male: Councillor Stan Kondilios. 

Stan: The independent delegate [indecipherable]. 

Facilitator: Thank you.  For the purpose of - - - 

Stan: My name is Stan Kondilios.  I’m a councillor elected to Botany and I’m the – 5 

it’s my privilege to be the deputy mayor.  I’m delighted to be before you to 

address.  I am familiar with the protocols and I intend to comply.   

 Thank you for the opportunity to present to the public enquiry.  The Botany 

Bay Council supports the reform which ultimately strengthens local 

communities.  This proposal must be examined on its merits and the views of 10 

those with self-interest must be discounted.  What is important is what is the – 

what is important is what the community thinks about this proposal and not as 

selected few in local government.  The attitude of residents and ratepayers is 

indeed a consideration that you, as delegate, must reflect upon consistent 

with the statutory criteria. 15 

 Our residents have made it clear that they want our council to remain 

independent.  However, if there is no choice but amalgamation they want the 

opportunity to merge with the areas which share our history, our heritage and 

cultural make up, delegate.   

 The first statutory criteria for your consideration is the financial advantages 20 

and or disadvantages.  A key financial disadvantage of the Botany Bay 

Rockdale merger was the disparity between the two council’s approach to 

debt.  While Botany is debt free.  It has been debt free for more than 20 years 

and proposes to remain debt free.  Rockdale has $7.3 million worth of debt.  

There are a number of issues in merging debt free councils with significant 25 

funds in reserve and a debt laden council including the possibility of a Botany 

Bay ratepayer fund being used to offset a debt laden council such as 

Rockdale.  Those issues do not exist in this case.  The point [indecipherable].  

Do not exist in this case.  The cities of Botany, Randwick and Sydney are all 

debt free.  I make that observation to come to the second. 30 

 In a similar manner the cities of Botany Bay, Randwick and Sydney have all 

sort to keep residential rates low.  However, there are significant differences 

in relative land values, use of minimum rates and proportion of rates paid by 

businesses and residential sectors in each of those councils.   

 The second criteria deals with communities of interest.  Delegate, the last time 35 

I spoke at the public enquiry it was to remark on the distinct lack of 

geographic connection between Botany and Rockdale.  And, the suggestion 

to build roads through the bay or airport to connect is hubris to say the least.   

 The outstanding geographic cohesion across the south eastern Sydney region 

is demonstrated not least by transport connections, general geography, 40 

employment connections, industry, environment, land use planning and 
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service delivery.  These are very strong factors in consideration to bear in 

mind relevant to the criteria in the statute.  I could spend an entire opportunity, 

but I won’t, discussing the shared communities of interest across south 

eastern Sydney.  In many places residents already identify as a single 

community and that is why there are so many shared interests.  The first 5 

Australians, as an example.   

This proposal would bring together the lands which were traditionally owned 

by the Bidjigal and Gadigal people.  It is unsurprising then that Randwick and 

Botany Bay areas and parts of the City of Sydney are under the responsibility 

of the La Perouse Land Council who support Aboriginal and Torres Strait 10 
islander people in our community.   

Religious institutions.  The people of South East Sydney attend the same 

churches, synagogues and mosques and other places of worship.   

Educational Institutions.  The boarders of school catchment areas across – 

over Botany Bay, Randwick and Sydney.  For example, Gardeners Road 15 

Public School is located between the City of Sydney and Botany Bay and 

draws students from both those locations.  As does [indecipherable] Public 

School which draws from both Randwick and Botany. 

 Sporting clubs.  Children and adults in our city competing in amateur sports.  

There are many examples here.  Perhaps the best is Randwick Netball 20 

Association which also includes our city and City of Sydney.   

 Recreation.  People throughout South Sydney attend the same movie 

theatres, swim at the same beaches and pools and use the same parks.  In 

the state government written proposal to merge Botany Bay and Rockdale the 

state government spoke of the benefits of uniting the council’s responsibility 25 

for management of the Botany Bay foreshore.  That was key.  I have reflected 

at some length overtime about the lack of understanding of this statement.  

Because, the city of Sydney – and I said this on the last occasion.  I’ll say it 

again – has no responsibility for the management of the Botany Bay 

foreshore.  Instead our portion of the foreshore comprises Kingsford Smith 30 

Airport and Port Botany and foreshore beach managed by the state 

government.  That is a fact.   

The state government got one thing right however.  Botany Bay’s foreshore 

assets are essential.  The port sea and the port air are both key pieces of 

local and state-wide infrastructure to the nation.  The City of Botany Bay is an 35 

important and strong partner to both these entities understanding the 

necessity for such.  

 The third criteria relates to historical and traditional values.  There is a shared 

identity that is distinct to what we call South Sydney.  It is separate and very 

different to St George or Sutherland.  This division has its basis in history in 40 

which the peninsula – which comprises the Sydney CBD.  And, eastern 

suburbs has traditionally been divided between an affluent north and a 

working class south.  Traditionally.   
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 Gentrification and economic diversification has changed these conditions 

indeed.  Green Square, an area that most Sydney siders probably haven’t 

heard of or that term referenced up until ten years ago, is now considered a 

desirable place to live and work.  And, the City of Sydney needs to 

commended for that outstanding update.   5 

No more is our community associated with traditional noxious industries which 

once dominated Botany Bay area.  Instead we have a mixture of old and new 

housing, high quality jobs and parks, gardens and increasingly leafy streets.  

This has taken work.  Since 1984, as an example, this council has planted 

more than two million trees in our city to contribute to the green of Botany 10 
Bay.  As an example.   

While the traditional divide between an affluent north and a working class 

south is no longer true – as I earlier observed the past day – there are still 

some key differences. 

 One element which sets South Sydney residents apart from other 15 

communities has been its willingness to accept high growth – high growth.  

Suburbs like Mascot, Eastlakes, Kingsford, Kensington, Maroubra, 

Alexandria, Rosebery, Zetland and Botany have done their part – their part 

unlike other areas disappointingly to accommodate Sydney’s growing 

population.  An anxiety suffered by state government of every political 20 

persuasion.   

 Evan as we speak the building boom continues in Green Square as I 

referenced.  And, in Pagewood where the British American Tobacco site will 

see the creation frankly of a whole new suburb.   

The combination of these high growth areas will see the population of our 25 

proposed south eastern Sydney grow from approximately 165,000 people as 

at June 2015 to 228,000 residents in 2036.   

 The fourth criteria of the statue relates to the attitude of the residents and the 

ratepayers.  We strongly believe that residents and ratepayers should have 

the opportunity to have a say in the future of the local area.  Local councils 30 

and local democracy is important to local communities.  To undervalue, to be 

dismissive of their input is disrespectful on the one hand and contrary to good 

government.  

 Through consultation and strong communications, good decisions can be 

made.  If the community can own the decision, then the policy will work.  That 35 

is key, delegate.  To bring community along with a strong policy position is 

fundamental to an outcome being successful. 

 The views of our community are important and must be a significant factor of 

consideration in the assessment of the merger proposal.   

 Will I receive a warning at some point? 40 

Facilitator: I’ll give you a minute. 
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Stan: Thank you.  Council has conducted three surveys of local – can I have two, 

please? 

Facilitator: You can have two. 

Stan: Council has conducted three surveys of local residents concerning the issues 

of amalgamation, the independent local government review panel and fit for 5 

the future projects.  Our community have overwhelmingly told us that they are 

satisfied and value the service provided by the City of Botany Bay and wish to 

remain independent.   

 Extensive consultation during the IPART process show that 97 percent of our 

residents surveyed oppose amalgamation.  Appreciating that a merger with 10 
Rockdale at that time was not a proposal that was for consideration or 

consultation.   

 A community poll conducted in February of this year 8,070 residents 

voluntarily voted in our poll.  Voluntarily voted.  Of those who willingly came 

out to vote to make sure that their voices were heard 7,875 residents voted no 15 

as against the proposal to amalgamate with Rockdale.  And, only 178 came to 

the poll to say yes to that proposal.  This equates to 97.8 percent of the voters 

on the roll opposing the plan to amalgamate with Rockdale.  Approximately – 

on that date we ran a – we ran a petition.  Approximately 2,400 – just above – 

electors on the roll signed a petition on the 27th of February supporting Botany 20 

Bay’s proposal before you today.   

We are consulting all residents currently within the proposed new area for 

their views.  The subject of which will be discussed in our submission to you 

by the due date, delegate. 

 The fifth criterion relates to elected representation for residents and 25 

ratepayers.  The City of Botany Bay currently has seven elected 

representatives.  Randwick Council enjoys 15 and the City of Sydney ten.  In 

a perfect world Botany would favour to maintain the same level of 

representation as our residents current enjoy.  Presently each councillor in our 

city is responsible for approximately six and a half thousand residents.  Of 30 

course this would not be viable in a city with up to 165,000 residents that I’ve 

projected in my earlier discussion to you.  Furthermore, this is – there is 

considerable merit in the approach adopted by the City of Sydney in choosing 

a medium between the maximum and the minimum. 

 At this stage Council is open to suggestions as to appropriate level of 35 

representation.  We strongly believe, however, that a new council should have 

a directly elected mayor.   

 The sixth criteria relates to adequate, equitable and appropriate services and 

facilities.  Through the integrated planning and reporting process communities 

and local councils develop a shared vision and agreed outcome for the future.   40 

Our communities strategic plan provides for the support of the direct delivery 

of a vast array of services to the community by the council.   
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The merger that is proposed will result in an increased level of adequate, 

equitable and appropriate services and facilities to the residents of Botany 

Bay and those parts of the city of Randwick and Sydney.  And, those words 

are key in the statute.  Each of those words needs to be given strong 

consideration.  Not one or the other to the exclusion of lesser weight than the 5 

other.  I emphasize on this occasion. 

 Seven.  The impact of the proposal on the employment of staff.  That’s the 7th 

criteria, delegate. 

 A significant portion of the savings projected by KPMG for the Botany Bay 

Rockdale proposal required significant staff reduction.  That’s a fact.  This 10 
would amount to a combined loss of at least 30 staff positions in Botany Bay 

and the Rockdale proposal.  If it is likely to achieve the benefits that KPMG 

claim even further staff reductions would be required in order to offset the 

expense of the merger process.  That’s a fact.   

However, council’s proposal for a south eastern Sydney council before you 15 

assumes staff efficiencies only through natural attrition and limited 

restructures when the three-year statutory period of protection has concluded.  

This proposal will continue to support a strong local workforce delivering for 

local communities.  That is key.   

 Our colleagues at Randwick have already commented on the relatively 20 

modest savings on the south eastern Sydney council model.  Fact.  Accepted. 

Facilitator: [BELL].   

Stan: The difference is - - - 

Facilitator: Two minutes. 

Stan: Thank you very much.  Thank you.  The differences are twofold.   25 

Firstly, we have been realistic in our analysis and sought honestly to present 

the benefits to communities.  Secondly, we will work to minimise job losses.   

 The eighth criteria as of last occasion is not relevant because we’re not in the 

rural scene. 

 Nine, divide the area into wards.  The seat of Botany Bay supports single 30 

ward councillors.  We believe that the residents have a right to have a direct 

say in who represents them.  We also believe that a – a directly elected mayor 

is the most appropriate model regardless of what form the wards take.  We 

believe wards are an important mechanism for local democracy.   

 The tenth criterion is ensuring effective representation.  The seat of Botany 35 

Bay is committed to effective community engagement.  And, 13, the state 

government propose global city amalgamation of Botany, Sydney, Randwick, 

Waverly and Woollahra.  We held the right poll and 97 percent of people 

oppose that.  In 2014 we asked residents to sign a flyer and received over by 
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way of 1,400 people lodging a petition tabled in the parliament by the state 

[indecipherable].  We held a community poll and I’ve given those numbers to 

you.  And, ultimately 2,400 people, in excess I should say, of electors on the 

role have signed a petition for this proposal. 

 I need to emphasize to you, Commissioner, there are two ways to create a 5 

proposal.  The minister, the council and electors.  Ten percent of the populace 

on the poll can create a proposal.  We’re 400 short.  We didn’t pursue that 

avenue.  With 400 more this proposal could be replete by the community.  

That is a significant observation and stark to be made. 

 The 11th consideration.  Other relevant factors.  This proposal makes sense 10 
delegate.  It makes sense irrespective of what you recommend on the last – 

on its own.  Unlike the proposal to merge Botany and Rockdale the proposal 

here before you just make sense.  This proposal brings together a similar 

region which identically matches other important regions on a wide variety of 

fronts including planning.  15 

Facilitator: [BELL].  That’s your time. 

Stan: May I conclude, please?  Within 30 seconds. 

Facilitator: Thirty seconds. 

Stan: Thank you very much. 

Facilitator: He’s more generous than me. 20 

Stan: Yes.  I – something I’ve come to understand.  I’ll start now.   

 In summing up the proposal before you, delegate, meets all the state 

government’s requirements for stronger councils and stronger communities.  It 

creates a council better able to meet the needs of the community in the future.  

And, provides significant benefits to the community.  It has solid and robust 25 

geographical and community of interest connections.  It will provide significant 

benefits for the residents of the proposed new area.  And, finally, it will 

enhance the strong self-sufficient and importantly and vibrant community of 

interest. 

 Thank you very much for listening to me. 30 

Facilitator: Thank you very much, Mr Mayor.  Our next speaker is John Mant from the 

City of Sydney.  And, I’ll ask Bobby to give you the handheld mic. 

John: Thank you.  Thank you very much.  Thank you. 

 Thank you for giving us this opportunity.  I will speak briefly and then I’ll hand 

over to the people who really know about the council works.  The CEO and 35 

the chief financial officer. 

 Look, in summary – first of all I want to say that the council – city council 

strongly objects to the proposal.  The Botany Council is really looking to 
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recreate the old geography.  And – and, the city is actually building a new 

geography.  And, of course, that centres around Green Square. 

 Green Square is no longer going to be just a suburban frame stop.  It is the 

centre of – a new centre for a new community that will connect not with the 

port – although obviously there will be some connections there.  But, critically 5 

connect to the global city of Sydney and all that it needs.  Particularly its 

economy and its location for jobs.  Some say this is a new geography.  It’s – 

looking to past connections is not the way to approach this proposal.   

 The city council is deeply committed to building Australia’s biggest urban 

renewal program and project.  And, I can’t emphasise how disastrous it would 10 
be to suddenly wrench the organisation in two disrupting a highly integrated 

and time critical program designed to see the council invest over $640 million, 

with the private sector investing over $13 billion in the Green Square urban 

renewal area. 

 Now, despite the political rather than technical.  But, really I see this proposal 15 

and I suggest to you the council sees this proposal as one coming from an 

underperforming council that wants to avoid amalgamation with its counterpart 

council across the other side of Botany Bay.  Which it – in the City’s view is a 

reasonable sensible amalgamation.  So, let’s not recreate the old geography.  

Let’s embrace and recognise the new geography which we [indecipherable].  20 

Now, I’m going to hand over to Monica Barone, the CEO. 

Facilitator: And, just to be clear Monica I’ve got 12 minutes on the clock. 

Monica: Thank you. 

Facilitator: Okay. 

Monica: Monica Barone, CEO, City of Sydney.  So, just to reiterate what Councillor 25 

John Mant has said what we’re mostly concerned about is that we’ve worked 

for over ten years now to really get the Green Square urban renewal site up.  

We’re spending over nearly $650 million as well as generating millions of 

dollars of infrastructure investment from the private sector and the whole 

urban renewal site is going to be $13 billion.  But, rather than focus on the 30 

disruption in terms of those kind of – focus on those numbers, I just want to 

focus on the community which comes to [indecipherable].   

That this is a community in the making.  Almost half of the people have 

already moved in.  We’re doing an enormous amount of place making to 

make people feel like they belong to this new place called Green Square.   35 

There will be 61,000 people and 21,000 workers in that area.  So, to now cut 

this area in half or separate that part of it seems to make absolutely no sense 

to us.  Both from the point of view of the people who live there and who will 

live there.  And, also from the point of view from the people who are investing 

in the site.   40 
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The other thing I would say about that is that we, the City of Sydney, has lived 

through an amalgamation and this also comes to the criteria about disruption 

for communities, disruption for staff.   

We already have amalgamations.  We had the amalgamation with South 

Sydney.  And, we know how long it takes to embed an amalgamation and we 5 

know how hard it is.  So, we don’t take that lightly.   

We are right now delivering the biggest projects the city council has ever 

delivered.  The light rail and Green Square urban renewal site.  And, if you 

force a boundary change or an amalgamation upon us we know what 

happens.  And, that – what happens that most of the executive has to drop 10 
what they’re doing and focus on creating and delivering this merger or this 

changes to the boundaries.  And, I just think that we really cannot risk in terms 

of the amount of debt that is going into development of the city at the moment 

to have the key people – the CFO, the CEO, the chief engineers and others 

taken offline to deal with a merger.   15 

 I wanted to just spend a few minutes on the attitudes of residents and 

ratepayers to the area concerned.  We did dutifully respond to the IPART 

process.  We surveyed our communities.  We spoke with them.  We engaged 

with them.  We went through the whole process.  They were unanimous.  

They want – mostly unanimous.  They wanted to see the city stay the same.  20 

We put in our submission.  We had about a third of all the submissions under 

an entire IPART process within the City of Sydney both from residents and 

from business saying that want things to stay the same.  So, I think people 

would be deeply disappointed and feel that they had – that that process was 

not undertaken in good faith if anything is changed.   25 

 And, finally, before I hand over to Bill Carter just to speak a few moments 

about the financial impact, I just want to point out a couple of other impacts as 

a consequence of a change like this.   

The legislation was changed recently to bring in a new non-resident role.  In 

order to do that there are certain dates in the legislation that we must adhere 30 

to in order to create a roll – a register that becomes the roll for the election in 

September.  Those dates have past.  The city will have shortly spent over $5 

million getting that register up to comply with that legislation.  And, when we 

finish the process we’ll be in the order of $10 million.  I think people will be 

very upset if things have to change, the election is not held and we have to 35 

put all that work and all of that in the bin.  And, basically waste that $10 million 

because of this proposal disruption.   

 So, I think I will hand over to Bill Carter now just to say a few words about the 

city’s financial position and the financial impact. 

Facilitator: Thank you.  And, Bill, you have eight minutes. 40 

Bill: Yes.  Thank you. 

Facilitator: Thank you. 
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Bill: So, Bill Carter, Chief Financial Officer.   

 So, just a few words.  I’ll focus mainly on the financial sustainability questions 

and the advantages and disadvantages as per the first criteria.   

So, the City of Sydney’s in a strong financial position due to more than a 

decade of stable progressive government, profession corporate 5 

administration, a policy commitment to improve financial management and 

strategically sound investments.   

One of the things that the criteria the Deputy Mayor of Rockdale pointed out is 

the no debt.  So, the City argue that no debt was not a detriment to our 

financial fit for the future.  And, the reason for that is there are two ways to 10 
look at.  You’ve got to actually borrow money to do the work or you could 

actually forward save the money to do the work.   

 I think it’s important though in terms of the Green Square we’ve been saving 

this money for a long time to actually put this commitment of $650 million in.   

 The other thing we’ve done through putting plan [indecipherable] is to actually 15 

make sure that we [indecipherable] to help the development of the Green 

Square area.  And so, while that is a – a lot greater contribution than what 

we’ve seen in other areas with a value capture process [indecipherable] the 

City will send end up funding over $170 million of debt at the end of the day 

out of its own ratepayers funds.  In addition, we will be forward funding $400 20 

million of the works just to facility the growth and development in the first 

place.  Which means you need a very strong financial base to make that all 

happen.   

 With that – with that financial strength in place we use integrated planning and 

reporting as everybody does to have that conversation with our community 25 

about what they see as the outcomes and the strategic goals that the council 

is try to achieve.  And, that’s every – from daily operational services, 

infrastructure and facilities.  But, also to economic development and what 

we’re trying to achieve in the city for the greater community of both business 

and residential.  That’s a very holistic view.  We have very simply rate base 30 

where we just have one CBD business rate, one general rate and one 

residential rate across.  Which is, as you know, is the fair principles 

[indecipherable] should be equal and transparent.   

So, the money that is collected to go into this Green Square development that 

we spoke about already has been collected largely from the greater 35 

community right across.  So, that we [indecipherable] significant financial hold 

that it will continue.   

 In the Green Square town centre – so, we planned – we did plan and achieve 

significant contributions from the development.  But, as I say that will end up 

with 170 mil – sorry, to go on. 40 

 So, we have a lot of other issues as well.  We have the 220 million 

[indecipherable] whole capital works program.  In fact, we have a capital 
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works program of $1.9 billion going forward over the ten years of our long 

term financial plan.   

I think the important thing that we want to make – make over there is the 

whole thing is interrelated.  It’s not – it would be very hard to find 

[indecipherable].  As Monica’s pointed out, our own experience from 5 

amalgamation in the past – the past is your looking at three to four years of 

disruption.  You’re looking at all new financial planning.  You’re looking at a 

new local environment plans and the disruptions immense.  And, when you 

don’t – when you combine two councils together as one or you actually split a 

council in half you spend all of your time and years arguing about the 10 
allocation of resources, staffing, etcetera.  That is enormously disruptive.   

 So, in hindsight I would say – in final I would like to say our long term financial 

plan demonstrates our financial capacity to progress all of these initiatives.  

Provided [indecipherable] improve financial budgeting framework to achieve 

future demands from the community and deliver those services and goals.   15 

 I would also like to say that we’re a very well governed organisation.  I think 

this has been recognised in every test that has been put to us so far.  So, all 

the way back from TCorp – we recognise that in 2013 TCorp recognise the 

City [indecipherable] fully strong – strong financial – financial Local 

Government organisation of New South Wales with a strong and positive 20 

outlook.  And, that’s been tested since 2013.  So, our external auditors, 

PricewaterhouseCoopers – formally [indecipherable] office before that – have 

consistently given a clear – clean bill of health in the City’s finances and 

where we’re going forward with all that. 

 In addition, we’ve recently been fit for the future as all the other councils have.  25 

And, it’s been tested now on a different – under a different test and different 

set of elements that again, we have been rated as fit for the future in terms of 

our financial capacity and our ability to deliver upon those promises.   

 So, the city would – in final, I suppose, the city would argue that a merger 

proposal would not deliver efficient and effective total government proposed 30 

new area.  [indecipherable].  And, we’d like to in fact – would in fact risk and 

weaken sustainability of what the City has already planned in place, what it’s 

promised it’s community and what we have the capacity to deliver under our 

own guise.   

 And, I’ll just hand back to John. 35 

Facilitator: Thank you.  So, concluding remarks from Councillor Mant. 

John: Yes.  I’d just like to say thanks to – for listening to us.  We will be putting in a 

written – detailed written submission obviously.  And, just to emphasise we’ve 

got a great council operating and we don’t want it thrown off track.  Thanks. 

Rod: Thank you. 40 

Facilitator: Thank you very much. 
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Bill: And, just a – a minor point of correction just to put it on the record Deputy 

Mayor of Botany not Rockdale.  Thank you. 

Facilitator: Okay.  Thank you very much.  I’m not sure that you can be a trio but you’ve 

got a – they had a real – there was a real swing going there. 

Noel: They certainly has going there.  You’re right there. 5 

Facilitator: They did.  So, let me now introduce Noel D’Souza from Randwick City 

Council. 

Noel: Thank you, Mr Nockles.  My name is Noel D’Souza and I am the proud mayor 

of the City of Randwick.  Before I begin I would like to acknowledge the 

Bidjigal and Gadigal people of the Eora Nation who are the traditional 10 
custodians of the land where we’re meeting here today and pay my respects 

to elders past and present. 

 Today, Mr Nockles, I will outline for you why this merger proposal is a bad 

idea and it should be rejected.  It is nothing more than a last minute, poorly 

researched proposal that will negatively affect residents in the City of 15 

Randwick and the City of Sydney areas.  These residents currently enjoy 

excellent services and facilities from their respective councils. This proposal 

will result in job losses.  It delivers almost nil cost savings and you’ll see 

residents, local businesses and ratepayers worse off.  It’s timing is bizarre and 

highly questionable.  Coming from a council that has always been against 20 

mergers and suddenly now proposes a land grab to carve up three council 

areas.   

As a member of the community over 30 years I have seen much change at 

Randwick City for the better.  Not only is Randwick City Sydney’s second 

oldest council but it is a leader in local government with a proud history for 25 

delivering quality services and facilities for those who live, work and visit the 

area.   

 Our council has won numerous awards.  Having won more than over a 

hundred awards for our approach to service delivery, sustainability, project 

management and community consultation, to name a few.  Furthermore, in 30 

2014 the New South Wales TCorp assessment of councils rated Randwick’s 

financial sustainability as sound with a positive outlook.   

Botany on the other hand was rated with a moderate and neutral outlook.  

Meaning people saw no foreseeable change in Botany’s financial 

sustainability.  People commented that councils with a rating higher than 35 

moderate like Randwick are in a much stronger position to deliver services, 

manage their assets and risks and address their infrastructure backlogs.  

Councils rated moderate like Botany will generally not have sufficient funds to 

address their infrastructure backlogs.  

 Furthermore, the office of local government infrastructure management 40 

assessment rated Randwick’s asset management of roads, footpaths and 

buildings as very strong.  Botany was rated moderate.   
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 There appears little doubt that Randwick City Council is a strong disciplined 

council with an excellent track record of transparent and responsible financial 

management.  Our most recent community satisfaction survey showed that 

Randwick City Council had one of the highest community satisfaction rates in 

the state.  Ninety-six percent residents’ satisfaction.  We’ve consistently 5 

deliver substantial projects that make our community a better place to live, 

work and visit. 

 Over the past decade we have transformed Heffron Park with a $34 million 

master plan that has seen us build a new leisure centre, children’s 

playground, a children’s bike track, synthetic playing fields, multiple amenities 10 
buildings and sport field upgrade.  And, we are about to start work on planning 

a new indoor sports centre and a high performance centre in partnership with 

the South Sydney Rabbitohs.   

 Last year we officially reopened the new Chifley Sports Reserve.  A new 

facility under the car and control of Randwick City Council that provides 15 

playing fields, baseball fields, a skate park.  And, we’re currently constructing 

an all abilities children playground for children with difficulties.  And, we’ll also 

be building a fifth outdoor gym and new amenities buildings.   

These are just some examples of the sorts of benefits we are able to deliver 

to our community as a result of strong strategic and financial management.  20 

These projects and future ones like them are rejected if this merger proposal 

proceeds.   

Mr Nockles, as you are well aware Randwick City is not opposed to change.  I 

do not fear change.  I embrace it.  But, change must be for the benefit of the 

residents and the ratepayers.  In late 2015 when the New South Wales 25 

government first released their Fit for the Future proposal it was clear that the 

government had change on its mind. 

 Our council was the first – one of the first in the state to make the tough 

decision to merge.  We decided to merge to give the government a credible 

alternative to consider.  To the independent local government review panel’s 30 

proposal for a global city council.  The global city council would have seen a 

council with over half a million people with no community of interest. 

 Our proactive approach gave the government another choice.  And, they 

agreed.  They subsequently abandoned the global city proposal.  We decided 

to merge to create a smaller eastern beaches council with a strong community 35 

of interest because – so that we could protect our residents and our staff.   

 In May 2015 we reached out to Botany Bay Council and Waverly Council to 

join us.  Waverly accepted.  Botany Bay declined.  With one merger partner 

we launched a joint Randwick Waverly proposal with the New South Wales 

movement.   40 

Mr Nockles, we all know how the story ends as the government has now 

released it’s in principal support for the Randwick, Waverly, Woollahra 

merger.  My understanding is that this merger will be announced very soon.  
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So, why – why are we here today?  What’s the purpose of this merger 

proposal when there’s already another one proposed that’s all but done?  

Whether this was a game of musical chairs, the music has stopped and there 

is no seat left. 

 Botany Bay doesn’t like the proposed merger and I can respect that.  But, I do 5 

not believe the answer is to carve up Randwick City Council and the City of 

Sydney to reduce services, to sack staff and create inefficiencies.   

Since the government released this merger proposal for a new Eastern 

Beaches Council of Randwick, Waverly and Woollahra we got on with the job 

to ensure as smooth a transition as possible.  Over 500 staff across the three 10 
councils have volunteered to come together to plan and prepare for the 

transition.   

 They are meeting regularly through 70 project actives.  Working on council 

services, facilities and operations to shape the new council and to ensure that 

there is no disruption to services and that we meet the high expectations of 15 

the community now and for years to come.   

 However, the City of Botany Bay’s proposal would destabilise their work with 

no benefit to the community.  This proposal has been developed with no 

genuine consultation with Randwick City or the greater public.  In contrast 

Randwick City Council engaged in extensive community consultation 20 

processes regarding the fit for the future process and sought the views of our 

community on all options with detailed information about it.  More than 80,000 

of our residents were asked through surveys, online engagement, information 

stalls, focus groups and telephone surveys.  The results showed most people 

didn’t want a merger.  But, if amalgamations had to occur 90 percent of the 25 

respondents supported a smaller Eastern Beaches Council.  The most 

preferred merger option was Randwick, Waverly, Woollahra.   

 Mr Nockles, this proposal put forward by Botany Bay Council should be 

rejected.  And, one of the strongest reasons for rejecting it is because of the 

inferior and limited savings.   30 

 Initial modelling from the City of Botany Bay outlines cost savings over a 20-

year period off a merger $4.8 million which equates to just $240,000 per year.  

I have asked repeatedly to see this financial modelling.  But, to this day I have 

not seen any further information about how they arrived at these figures.   

 By contrast our analysis of a Randwick, Waverly, Woollahra merger estimates 35 

that it would produce extra services to the value of $240 million over just ten 

years.  That’s $24 million in extra services each year.  Or, 50 times the value 

of the Botany proposal in half the time.  These extra services come through 

efficiencies in operations and service delivery that would enable us to provide 

even more services for our community.   40 

 The other key difference between the two figures is the Botany proposal is 

based on job losses and the Randwick, Waverly, Woollahra proposal keeps 

jobs.   
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 One of my proudest accomplishments as mayor has been to put in place job 

security for our staff.  The Randwick, Waverly and Woollahra merger proposal 

maintains staff jobs.  In fact, all three councils have signed extended 

employment protections with the relevant unions that guarantees staff five 

years’ protection.  Which is two years more than what is currently provided for 5 

under the Local Government Act. 

 While Botany wants to reduce staff we want to maintain staff.  Why?  

Because, staff are the essence of local government.  Our staff clean our 

beaches, pick up other rubbish, run our libraries and childcare centres and 

deliver the services that residents want.  We want to increase staff.  We want 10 
to increase services.  Not decrease staff.   

As mayor I’m proud of how Randwick City Council has helped the community 

thrive and grow.  From new facilities to strengthened services we have made 

a commitment to the community to deliver time and time again.   

However, we do not believe that the City of Botany Bay would facilitate what 15 

Randwick City or the proposed Eastern Beaches Council could achieve in the 

long term.  The proposed boundary adjustment does not take into account the 

planning, ongoing investment and the delivery of some of the area’s major 

infrastructure and urban renewal projects such as the CBD and south east 

light rail project.  The Anzac Parade urban renewal corridor.  The Eastern 20 

Beaches Council coastal walkway or the Randwick education and health 

specialised centre.   

 These are key projects that have not been considered by the City of Botany 

Bay’s boundary adjustment proposal.  Highlighting the lack of understanding 

of the capacity, resourcing, continued investment required and government 25 

structures in place.  Particularly given the implications for the CBD and south 

east light rail project. 

 In closing, Mr Nockles, let me give you ten reasons why the Botany Bay 

proposal should be rejected.  I urge you to reject the proposal because, one, it 

will result in job losses.  Two, it will deliver negligible cost savings.  Three, it 30 

provides the lowest debt savings of any proposed merger.   

Facilitator: [BELL]. 

Noel: Four, it’s a last minute and poorly considered proposal.  Five, it is not based 

on any reputable community consultation.  Six, it will split up the City of 

Sydney and Randwick City Councils.  Two existing high performing council.  35 

Seven, it will result in the loss of services for residents and rate payers.  Eight, 

it will delay existing and planned projects.  Nine, it will result in a council area 

population smaller than the current city of Randwick.  And, ten.  It is clearly a 

stalling tactic designed to delay the government’s current merger program. 

 Thank you, Mr Nockles, for your time and allowing me to speak here today on 40 

behalf of the residents of Randwick City. 
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Facilitator: Thank you.  And, that was timed down to the second.  That was very well 

done.  Thank you very, very much, Mr Mayor.  

 Our next speaker – speaker number four today – is Amanda Blake.  Is 

Amanda here?  No.  What about K C Joshie?  K C Joshie?  Okay.  Do we 

have Ann Slattery in the house?   5 

Ann: Yes. 

Facilitator: Thank you very much, Ann.  And, just to remind you, Ann, you have three 

minutes. 

Ann: Three minutes. 

Facilitator: Three minutes.  Thank you. 10 

Ann: I didn’t know that.  I’m sorry. 

Facilitator: Yes. 

Ann: Okay.  Well, I’ll start.  I really feel like debating because if Botany’s 

underperforming god knows what Rockdale is.  In the moderate to high 

survey I saw that note in the paper.  Every council marked high was in fact a 15 

government coloured council.  And, Eastern Beaches Council could almost be 

EBay.  But, I’ll go on. 

 Definitions of local mean limited resident nearby, council is assembly or a 

meeting and government means leadership and authority.  Keep those 

definitions in mind because none of them has any relevance to the previous 20 

proposal which we talked about over at Sans Souci. 

 The proposal as Councillor Kondilios talked about were all professional.  Mine 

are not.  Mine are just personal and hopefully representing some of the 

Botany Historical Trust. 

 I question the democracy of the entire process.  I am hoping today will matter 25 

and I know you’re an honourable man so I can only believe that to be true. 

 I’d like to know who was asked and who voted for this planned forced council 

amalgamations in the first place.  The majority and minority votes were 

certainly very silent.  The only reason I’m speaking today is under the mire of 

Edmund Burke who said, “Evil triumphs if ordinary people do nothing.”  So, 30 

also quoting Patrick Henry, “Amalgamation means death.”  He said, “Give me 

liberty or give me death.”  Well, amalgamation is actually the death of local 

government.   

Our electoral divisions are Kingsford Smith and the state seat – Kingsford 

Smith sorry and Wentworth.  The state seats are includes Coogee, Heffron 35 

and Maroubra and cover almost exactly what would be the two new councils 

of Eastern Beaches and South Sydney – South East Sydney. 
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At the moment Woollahra is in court.  I am wondering what their most famous 

resident PM things about this.  Whether he was consulted, whether he has a 

point of view, whether he’s actually interested.  Because, none of us have 

been.  Waverley’s having a plebiscite I believe on the 2nd of July or thinking 

about it.  Randwick has seemed to have surrendered.  I just wonder why. 5 

Facilitator: [BELL].  You have a minute. 

Ann: One minute.  Okay.  I don’t know why [indecipherable] has.  Being the first 

municipal council you would think they would want to hang onto their heritage.  

We don’t want an amalgamated council with Rockdale.  The new proposal put 

forward has been adequately argued by Stan today.   10 

 In conclusion, the geographic rational.  Ask residents out in Little Bay, ask 

residents in South Matraville are they happy with roads and curbs.  They 

would be if they had some.  That would be very nice.  I’m sure they’re – they’d 

love to join us.  

 Past attempts by Matraville to join Botany are already on record.  We share a 15 

historic past.  My family for a start have been here for over a hundred years.  

Many other families have as well.  The proposal put forward is really a version 

of 1984 by Mr Toole and the premier.  History will be destroyed.  It will be non-

history.  And, the contribution as a loyalty of generations will become a part of 

the dust bin of history.   20 

This is an undemocratic process.  I’m glad about today.  At least we’ve got the 

right to say something that’s not been put to the people.  Local government is 

the true democracy and the nearest form of government and most 

approachable by ordinary people.  The disrespect for this is only equalled by 

the light rail which has been mentioned.  That was done without any 25 

consultation.  This was bad consultation as well.  And, it is actually dangerous 

for democratic rights and traditions of this country. 

Facilitator: Thank you very much. 

Ann: That’s all I have to say. 

Facilitator: Thank you very much.  Our next speaker today is Robin Schuck.  Is Robin 30 

here?   

Robin: Thank you very much.  I am Robin Schuck, manager of government relations 

and major projects at Sydney airport and I’m speaking on behalf of the airport. 

 The position I’ll be describing is unchanged from that put forward in previous 

hearings and indeed much of what I have to say will reiterate what was 35 

previously submitted by Sydney airport.   

 In summary our position is that the entire airport site should be located in one 

local government area and that that should be the same LGA as Port Botany.   
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 We note that in your delegates reporting to the previous proposal this position 

was recommended to the boundaries commission and the minister.   

 It’s important to note that Sydney Airport is unable to express a preference for 

one proposal over the other.  Our position simply relates to the location of the 

council boundary not cutting through the airport site.   5 

 We recognise that the current proposal has attempted to incorporate the 

entire airport within its boundary.  However, the proposed boundary does not 

include Sydney Airport land holdings to the north of the Alexandra Canal.   

 The case for locating the airport in the one local government area is 

compelling.  The 2013 final report of the independent local government review 10 
panel found that as far as possible key transport infrastructure such as the 

airports and ports should be located within the same LGA and indeed the 

delegate report considering the previous proposal recommended locating 100 

percent of the airport and {ort Botany within the new boundaries of a merged 

LGA.  We agreed with that.   15 

Locating the entire airport in the one LGA and the same one as Port Botany 

makes sense given the joint requirements such as freight access that we 

share with the Port.  Our recent submission will suggest where the boundary 

between the LGA covering the airport and the new inner west council might 

be sensibly located.   20 

 Dividing Australia’s busiest airport between more than one LGA creates 

problems.  We have a vital interest in airport planning and in particular how 

councils regulate land use and development in areas close the airport.  

Particularly, the national airport safe guarding framework and how they’re 

implemented.  These address important aviation safety matters such as 25 

ensuring development doesn’t compromise the airport’s airspace, create a 

risk to aircraft, use of turbulence, windshear or indeed increasing the risk of 

wildlife struck to aircraft and indeed - - - 

Facilitator: [BELL]. 

Robyn: - - - ensuring that appropriate development does not incur – occur in areas 30 

significantly affected by aircraft noise.  Furthermore, to allow for future growth 

in aviation industrial zoned employment plans close to the airport are 

important to be maintained. 

 We face challenges in each of these areas and in our view they should be 

dealt with consistently and in a co-ordinated manner by one council rather 35 

than potentially differently and in an unco-ordinated manner by two or more 

councils.   

 Each of the matters I have raised will be addressed in more detail in our 

written submission and I thank you for your time today. 

Facilitator: Thank you very much, Robin.  So, our next speaker who is speaker number 40 

11 is Stephen Wee.  Not here.  Is Linda Scott here?  Paul Weir.  I feel like one 
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of those sad people calling out the raffle tickets.  Is Marcus Dwyer here?  

That’s a great – that’s a great result.  You’re the winner.  Come up and get 

your prize.  So, you have three minutes Marcus.  Thank you. 

Marcus: Thank you very much for the opportunity to address you, Mr Nockles.  So, I’m 

from Botany Bay Business Enterprise Centre.  We are I guess similar to a 5 

business chain for the area.  We’re different though in we support our local 

businesses and they – they also support us to help smaller businesses start 

and grow in this area.   

 So, we at the Botany Bay BEC support the City of Botany Bay in their 

proposal of the new square – I guess would be a good square boundary for 10 
the – the benefits of this, as you would know, is that it takes into – the major 

structure in the area which is the ports and the airport and would be – a 

square would be a more serviceable area.  Because, the current proposal of 

Rockdale with City of Botany Bay has a massive airport in the middle.  So, the 

costs of trucks and other such utilities travelling back and forth would – would 15 

be a major benefit.   

 Also, we in Botany Bay have a slightly different I guess association together 

than businesses in Rockdale.  We are one of – we – Botany Bay BEC started 

back in 1987 when – where we were the first BEC in the country.  Since then 

150 have – have joined our – our network and they’re right across Australia 20 

now.  So, were the first leaders in that respect.  We also survive differently to 

any other BEC - - - 

Facilitator: [BELL]. 

Marcus: - - - in that we’re supported by local businesses.  And so, there is no other 

BEC in the country who are supported by local business and can survive 25 

through the support of local businesses.  And, that’s not the case in Rockdale 

and it is the case here.  So, I think expanding the territory into the square 

perimeter would be almost perfect.  A no brainer I think would be one 

description that met with success.  So, this is supported by the City or the – 

the Botany Bay Business Enterprise Centre.  And so, thank you very much for 30 

the opportunity to [indecipherable]. 

Facilitator: Thank you.  Is Carl Hodge here? 

Carl: Can I just decline at this stage?  I might speak to you later on. 

Facilitator: Yes, certainly. 

Carl: Thank you. 35 

Facilitator: Happy to have you any time.  Lachlan.  Is it Lachlan Whites? 

Lachlan: Yes. 
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Facilitator: Lachlan Whites.  Thanks very much, Lachlan.  And, after that we’re out of 

registered speakers.  I’ll recall the ones who haven’t come up.  But, if you 

want to register quickly now or come up as a registered speaker - - - 

Peter: I think I’ve already registered. 

Facilitator: Okay.  All right.  Fantastic.  Lachlan. 5 

Lachlan: Okay.  Thank you very much.  So, my name’s Lachlan Whites and I’m a law 

student at the University of Technology of Sydney.  But, most importantly I’ve 

been a resident of the same home in a little street called Vernon Avenue in 

Eastlakes which of course resides in the Botany Bay Council district since the 

age of four years old.   10 

 I wasn’t going to speak today but the Deputy Mayor of the Botany Bay Council 

said there was great community of interest between the groups in the 

proposed areas for amalgamations and respectfully I strongly disagree. 

 I rise to provide a voice to the youth.  Looking around I don’t think there’s 

anyone – I’ll be kind – under the age of 30 maybe.  Yeah.   15 

Rod: You were doing really well. 

Lachlan: So, I will be brief.  But, I wish to raise just one main issue.  And so, the suburb 

that I live in – the suburb of Eastlakes – is a diverse and multicultural suburb.  

I’ve got people who have lived there for generations.  I know a person in my 

family who has been there for over 90 years.  My great grandfather owns the 20 

home I live in now.  

 And, we’re all aware of the housing affordability issue.  It hits young people in 

particular.  And, I’m worried that these proposed council boundaries will move 

into areas of high turnover and high investment.  So, in short you have the 

areas of – the high areas north of the boundary.  In contrast to that you have 25 

the working class who are towards the south who have lived there for 

generations.  And, are being – they’re being pushed out in favour of wealthy 

investors.  

 I cite this issue because it – to me it’s inarguable that the new council 

boundary will push rates up because of this increase in – increase in wealth 30 

towards the north.  And, for the youth there’s an increase burden on the 

already onerous task of owning a home.  Having to pay the rents and I think 

that – I think [indecipherable] to great extremes.  Great extremes between the 

wealthy inner city owners and the working class who - - - 

Facilitator: [BELL]. 35 

Lachlan: - - - who as I have said who have lived there for generations and generations. 

 I understand the [indecipherable] Council Act.  I really do.  I’m a law student.  

Believe me.  But, I think that we require amalgamations I submit they must 

occur [indecipherable].  And, not go into the City of Sydney.  And, there were 
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points made as to the investment there and Green Square and that’s all great 

and I submit that.  But, the Mayor’s touch that.   

 I think there’s no community of interest whatsoever.  Absolutely no community 

of interest between the people of the City of Sydney and the people deep 

south into the Botany Bay Council. 5 

 And, what this merger will do they will disregard the ability of the youth and 

the working class that pay these rates and increase the burden of home 

ownership.  Thank you. 

Facilitator: Thank you very much.  That was really great to have you participate.  Now, 

I’m going to run through the list of names from earlier where we got no – just 10 
in case someone’s a late arrival. 

 Have we got Paul Weir, Linda Scott, Stephen Wee?  Any of those people 

here? 

 Okay.  So, now we’ll here from an online registration I think you were. 

Peter: Yeah. 15 

Facilitator: Peter Chambers.  And, after that Rosemary.  Okay.  Thank you. 

Peter: First of all, I’d like to acknowledge that I’m a member of the Shooters and 

Fishers and Farmers Party.  I’m the chairman of 4WD Branch for the state.  

Our party policy is we do not support in anyway forced amalgamations with 

any council.  However, having spoken to our MPs in the upper house 20 

regarding the proposal from the City of Botany Bay we support it.  Completely.  

We’ll take a look at the word local.   

 Local means local.  The City of Botany Bay is local.  The City of Sydney is not 

local when you refer to Rosebery and Gardeners Road.  They are not local.  

In the same way when the amalgamation takes place between the City of 25 

Randwick, Waverly and Woollahra, Matraville will not be local.  That is an 

issue. 

 I have spoken to – where I live – which is now in Matraville.  The residents 

around my area we do not want the north local amalgamation to take place 

and then come out to tell us what to do.   30 

You’ve heard from the Mayor – current Mayor of Randwick.  Years ago when 

there was a survey done he supported Matraville coming into the City of 

Botany Bay.   

Now, many residents around my area and Matraville support that.  When I go 

for my walks in Heffron Park, when I go for my walks down to South 35 

Maroubra, when I go for my walks around La Perouse the people I speak to 

don’t want the amalgamation of Randwick, Waverly, Woollahra to come into 

our area.  They support the City of Botany Bay.  And, that’s the way it should 

be.   
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If you look at some of the stupid boarders we’ve got they are just ridiculous.  

You’ve got Gardeners Road opposite Eastlakes shopping centre.  There’s a 

walkway – pedestrian walkway.  One side’s the city the other side’s Randwick.  

Ridiculous. 

If you look at – down to Beauchamp Road – Beauchamp Road.  Part of one 5 

section of the - - - 

Facilitator: [BELL]. 

Peter: - - - northern side is the City of Botany Bay and parts Randwick.  Ridiculous. 

 The other big thing that nobody has mentioned is emergency management.  

Our present day and age having the airport and the port we need to have 10 
under the one authority.  Emergency management these days at the state 

emergency management level of what the district – what we’re talking about – 

which would be the City of Botany Bay or even local needs to be under the 

one. 

 But, these lands need the one authority.  Nobody has mentioned 15 

[indecipherable].  That is extremely important.  We’ve got the airport and the 

port.  And, that’s something that would very easily fit into the [indecipherable], 

if it’s the one council under the City of Botany Bay.  Thank you. 

Facilitator: Now, I would like to introduce our next speaker whose Rosemary McKenzie-

Kensington.  Thank you very much, Rosemary. 20 

Rosemary: Thanks.  I’m a resident of Kensington. 

Facilitator: You’re from – I said that was your name.  Isn’t that – aren’t I silly.  Rosemary 

McKenzie. 

Rosemary: McKenzie of Kensington. 

Facilitator: Of Kensington. 25 

Rosemary: That’s – yes.  I’m also happy to be a – but, I’m [indecipherable] representing 

them the secretary of the precinct of Kensington and Kingsford.   

 We have voted many, many times against amalgamations and if the premier 

goes ahead with this it’s – it’s simply a dictatorship.   

I addressed Randwick Council on the 9th but the Botany Council has three 30 

resolutions in favour of a plebiscite and they’ve never held it.  The last time 

was the 9th of December 2014.  The Councillor – the current mayor actually 

voted in favour of the plebiscite.  A faction of supporting the amalgamation 

made up the majority of the liberals who are [indecipherable] orders from 

Macquarie Street.  I voted against it and – so we have – it’s never been 35 

[indecipherable] this plebiscite, I understand. You have the power to 

recommend a plebiscite, Mr Nockles, and I hope you do.   
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 Now, whether or not we should – we should be combined with Botany or 

whatever really I’m not – I don’t have a view on that.  My view is that we 

should stand alone.   

 The survey conducted by Randwick Council at the end of December 2013 – 

2014 – sorry, 2014 early 2015 the result came through that only ten percent 5 

supported Randwick Waverly amalgamation.  Which means 90 percent voted 

against.  And, 85 percent voted against an amalgamation with Randwick, 

Waverly and Woollahra.  I’m sorry I didn’t look at the figures for Botany.  But, 

the figures that the mayor just gave you are completely wrong.  It’s a 

fabrication.  10 

 As far as the community of interest go I can’t see any community of interest 

between the Rabbitohs and the Roosters.  And, they’re rivals as we all know.  

They’re on the same ladder or whatever.  And, I can’t see any community of 

interest between the white shoe brigade, the corporates, the - - - 

Facilitator: [BELL]. 15 

Rosemary: - - - the stockbrokers at Woollahra and the people of Randwick.  Frankly the 

people – especially the people in the southern wards of Randwick which has a 

closer interest with the people of Botany.   

 Finally, I just want to say about the finances.  Two hundred and forty million 

over ten years.  I mean that – that’s just a figure drawn out of a hat.  The – the 20 

KPMG survey has never ever been published.  And, unless we have 

procedural fairness we do not believe the figures that the government’s 

putting out.  So, go ahead and publish it.  

 I was at the hearing on Monday from Woollahra and there was a great issue 

made about procedural fairness which is actually a federal common law in this 25 

country.  So, if – I’m a migrant.  You can see that I’m a migrant.  I’ve got more 

than a touch of the tar brush and I’m very happy to be from South Asia and 

very happy to be in this marvellous country.  But, we came here for 

democracy and we’re not getting it. 

Facilitator: Thank you very much 30 

Rosemary: Thank you. 

Facilitator: We’re at the end of the registered and non-registered speakers. 

Male: Go again? 

Facilitator: Good try. 

Rod: Is that your third go? 35 

Facilitator: Mr Nockles we do have one. 

Rod: You have one.  Okay.  We’ll pop up and - - - 
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Facilitator: If you could just tell us your – would you like the handheld - - - 

Vicky: No.  I’m – I’m fine. 

Facilitator: Are you sure? 

Vicky: Thank you.   

Facilitator: Okay. 5 

Vicky: Thank you.  I should be speaking today.  But, I have never spoken in public 

before. 

Facilitator: Tell me your name. 

Vicky: My name is Vicky Roy.  I’m an immigrant here to Australia. 

 I’ve lived in [indecipherable] for a long time.  I am not in a high position as 10 
these people are here that have spoken before.  I am a mother, a housewife, 

a grandmother.  But, most of all which I think is a very high position I’m a 

ratepayer and I’m a resident.  I am against any form of amalgamation.  

 Macquarie Street is no listening to the residents or the voters.  But, of any of 

the amalgamation I agree with is the one that’s been proposed today by 15 

Botany Council. 

 I would ask you please listen to ratepayers and the voters.  We pay our rates 

and we vote.  Please listen to us.  Nobody seems to be listening to us.  And, I 

am with Port Botany, the airport, all our amenities here and our history for 

Botany.  Please listen to our submission today from Botany Bay.  Thank you. 20 

Rod: Well, look, thank you.  What we might do now – this is a statutory meeting.  

So, we’re here till four o’clock.  So, what we might do is take a short five-

minute recess and then we’ll reconvene and I will encourage anybody who 

wishes to speak to pop up and to speak.  I think you’ve seen it’s a really 

respectful and well behaved meeting as I would have expected.  So, I do 25 

encourage you.  I’m very keen to hear what you have to say.   

 I will make the same assurance that I’ve made previously on the two 

proposals that I’ve looked at.  I do take my independence in this process very 

seriously.  I will listen to what people have to say and I’ll consider carefully the 

arguments that are presented to me as I am preparing my final report. 30 

 We have another meeting which will commence this evening I think at five 

o’clock. 

Facilitator: 6:00. 

Rod: Six o’clock.  And so, there will be other speakers there and I think some 

councils will be speaking there as well.   35 
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So, we might just take a five-minute recess.  I’ll thank you for those that have 

participated and who now wish to leave.  You are welcome to remain if you 

wish.  And, you’re also welcome to come along again this evening to hear 

what others have to say.   

 But, I do thank you for the contributions that you’ve made and for the way in 5 

which you’ve made them.  Thank you. 

[BREAK] 

Facilitator: Okay everybody.  I’ll just – we want to reconvene because we have another 

submission.  So, if I could get those of you who want to sit down to sit down 

and listen.  If you want to continue to chat, then I’ll ask you just to step outside 10 
for a few minutes until you’ve finished your conversation and then come back. 

 So, we would like to get back on the road again.  As you know this – this is an 

enquiry into the amalgamation or the change of boundaries to Botany Council.  

And, it concerns the councils of City of Sydney, Rockdale and - - - 

Rod: Marrickville. 15 

Facilitator: Marrickville.  I knew I’d get there.  Linda Scott is our next speaker.  You have 

three minutes. 

Linda: Thank you very much.  I apologise I couldn’t be here earlier. 

 As the labour councillor on the City of Sydney I just wanted to make very clear 

that I am speaking on behalf of myself.  Not on behalf of the entirety of the 20 

City of Sydney.  I understand some of our staff were here earlier to do that. 

 But, I did want to place on record my views about the matter and what I have 

consistently said through this process is that I continue to support the existing 

boundaries for the City of Sydney Council. 

 I have very high praise for my colleagues over the boundary at Botany 25 

Council.  They’ve done a fabulous job and I certainly get lots of positive 

feedback from the community certainly neighbouring that area about the great 

work that Botany does.   

 So, this position that I take is certainly not a reflection of any view about the 

merit or otherwise of Botany Council.  It is simply that the overwhelming 30 

feedback I get from my constituents within the City of Sydney is that they are 

very keen to maintain the current boundaries. 

 I’m not sure if my colleagues earlier in the day reported the research that we 

have done.  But, we found that when we asked 92 percent of local residents 

and 84 percent of businesses opposed any changes to the City of Sydney 35 

boundary.   

 It is the case that the City of Sydney and South Sydney Council were merged 

12 years ago.  There was disquiet about the process at the time.  But, I think 
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broadly the merged boundaries are now boundaries that the residents and the 

businesses are very, very happy with.   

There is feeling in the City of Sydney that the CBD rates are able to subsidise 

and support the services right around the City of Sydney and that they are 

positive.  And, that people would be strongly opposed to any other boundary 5 

changes made to the City of Sydney.  So, I just wanted to come along today 

and put that on the record for you. 

Rod: Thank you. 

Facilitator: Thank you very much.  And, earlier today Lachlan laid claim to being the 

youngest participant.  With the risk of embarrassing you terribly, this is Jo and 10 
Linda’s brought Jo.  So, I think Jo looks about four.  I think Lachlan, you know 

[indecipherable]. 

Lachlan: I’ve been [indecipherable]. 

Facilitator: All right.  Thank you very much.  Do we have any other unregistered speakers 

now that we have the room back in order?  Yes.  Lovely.  Would you like to 15 

have the handheld mic or are you happy to [indecipherable]? 

Edna: [indecipherable].   

Facilitator: You’re happy to? 

Edna: Yes. 

Facilitator: Good. 20 

Edna: Thank you. 

Facilitator: Thank you. 

Enda: My name is Edna Enus and I am a resident of the City of Botany Bay.  I 

remember when I was first married – by the way I am over 30.   

Facilitator: Lachlan, you’ll never live this down. 25 

Rod: On you, Lachlan. 

Facilitator: When I was first married young and we were going to live in Mascot 

everybody laughed.  You’re going to live in Mascot.  Nobody lives in Mascot.  

It is terrible.  It’s this.  Your crap.  Blah, blah.  Everybody laughed.  Well, 40 

odd years later I’m laughing.   30 

 The council – now, I must admit I have to tell you I’m not a labour support and 

a liberal support and I’m not a green supporter.  I – the – we’ve lived – I’ve 

been a resident for such a long time and our council as far back as I can 

remember have been labour.  They’ve been voted in year after year after 

year.  They must be doing something right.   35 
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 The new proposal they have put forward I think is wonderful.  The one that the 

government put forward I have to – I cannot agree with the proposal.  

Because, I did jot down – because, something did come across – in my 

opinion these changes proposed by the state government have less to do with 

greater efficiencies in local government.  But, are in fact a cynical exercise in 5 

gerrymandering of the electoral divisions designed to increase bias towards 

the state and federal liberal parties.  Hence the changes proposed by the City 

of Botany Bay Council would appear to be the most favourable and equitable 

of any other proposals put forward. 

 And, I must admit I have friends in Rockdale, I have friends Randwick, I have 10 
friends all over New South Wales and you know what they say, “Edna, I wish 

we were under Botany Bay Council.”  And, I – I’ve got no qualms of whatever 

they say.  They have done wonderful for the residents young and old of 

Botany Bay.  And, I give them a big cheer.  And, also to Stan for what he has 

proposed.   15 

And, I do hope that the state government actually looks and listens to the 

residents and put the proposal that the Botany Bay Council has put forward.  I 

thank you for letting me. 

Facilitator: Do we have anybody else who would like to?  Yes, please.  No, you’ve 

already had your go.  Thank you very much, Bobby. 20 

Carl: My name’s Carl Hodge.  I was on the list but I declined earlier on.  Look, Mr 

Nockles, you’re supposed to be looking at this in a fair and impartial view.  I 

mean the biggest no brainer you have – you had so far is the grief of the 

merger of Botany with Rockdale.  Now, I – I can’t believe that you – you were 

the independent person who could possibly say that.  There’s no similarities.  25 

There’s no newspapers.  In the St George area, you have the St George 

Leader.  Over here you have the Southern Courier.  You don’t get one 

newspaper that encompasses both areas. 

 As far as football teams go you have the St George football team.  Over here 

we have South Sydney.  There is no similarities between the two.   30 

Now, years ago – I might consider this point I’m against, in principal, council 

amalgamations with the government.  State government said we’re not going 

to be forced.  But, they lied on that as well with the people.  They now force 

the amalgamations.  And, you’re put in the invincible position to – to try and 

make a reasonable decision on this situation. 35 

 Years ago as far as the St George area goes there was a low electricity crowd 

call the St George County Council.  It was made up of three councils.  

Kogarah, Rockdale and Hurstville.  Now, whilst I’m against amalgamation if 

ever there was going to be an amalgamation in that area it should have been 

those three councils.  Because, that – they set that electricity corporation up 40 

before it got sold out to Sydney Electricity or whatever the current name is 

now. 
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 That’s the key thing.  Now, as far as Botany Council goes it quite a desirable 

area to live.  Now, I – I know.  I actually came from the St George area 

originally.  But, I – I moved to this area.  I actually started working this area 

and then I moved to the area later on.   

 Now, Mascot was a terrible place.  I – I worked in a factory in Kings Street 5 

opposite where I live now and my vehicle had rust in it.  I took it to the motor 

vehicle repairers.  They repaired it and they said, “Look, we’ll put fish oil in it.  

It’ll never rust again.”  They were right on that point.  But, unfortunately – if 

you wondered where I went it was a crowd called Gear and O'Riordan’s.  It 

stunk to high hell.  And, when that stunk – that stench hit my car with the fish 10 
oil the car stunk like hell but I tell you what I never got any more rust.  They 

didn’t let me go on that point. 

 But, there’s no rationales - - - 

Facilitator: [BELL]. 

Carl: - - - anymore in Mascot.  It’s a clean, desirable area to live.  As the lady said 15 

earlier on she moved into that area and people laughed at her living in 

Mascot.  And, what a dirty – dirty, disgraceful smelly area.  And – and, over 

about 30 or so years the councillors greened the area up.  I think Stan said 

that they planted over two million trees.  I well believe that because the area is 

quite green and quite desirable now.  You only have to go around Mascot 20 

precinct where the station – railway station is and all those units going up 

there.  They wouldn’t be moving in there for no reason at all.  It’s a very 

desirable area to live in. 

 Now, whilst there has been some criticism here today about the – the Botany 

area trying to go north – which is basically the same sort of people as what we 25 

have in Botany.  That makes more sense than going the other way which you 

supported.  That was the argument that was put up and you supported it.  I – I 

can’t believe that you – if you’re a sane person that’s a no brainer to support 

that – that merger with Rockdale.  That’s crazy.   

Facilitator: [BELL].  Nearly done? 30 

Carl: Nearly done.  Yeah.  Just a moment.  Yes.  Thank you.  But, as far as the 

area goes Botany don’t really want to move anywhere.  But, the original 

proposal the state government has the right unfortunately to override 

democracy of the people.  And, expect councils to get bigger.  Botany don’t 

want to get any bigger.  But, the state government won’t accept it.  So, the 35 

only alternative they had was to go into a bit of Randwick and a bit of Sydney 

and that’s the proposal that’s with us today.  I hope you support that proposal. 

Facilitator: Thank you very much.  Yes, please. 

Diane: Hello.  I’m resident of the City of Botany Bay.  I live in Mascot. 

Facilitator: Tell me – tell me your name. 40 
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Diane: Diane Hughes. 

Facilitator: Diane Hughes.  Thank you. 

Diane: Yes.  I live in the area probably about 40 years.  The Botany Bay Council is a 

– is – well, it’s a very stable local government.  I have known no other in all 

the time I’ve been here.  The council elections – sometimes there are council 5 

elections because there doesn’t need to be any.   

 The rates have been very moderate.  Because, they’ve been moderate rate 

increases where necessary.   

The services provided by the council have been excellent.  [indecipherable] 

normal roads, the garage collections, the mowing of the lawn.  I had my lawns 10 
mowed for me the other day.  [indecipherable] that was very – they come and 

mow.  The streets look wonderful.  There is no litter.  The streets are very well 

maintained.  Everything’s good.  And, as – I think the councillor said there’s 

no – there’s no debt in the council which is [indecipherable].   

 As far as the city merging with Rockdale Council goes that’s like a foreign 15 

country.  I don’t know Rockdale Council at all.  The very rare occasion I get to 

drive through the shopping centre on the way home because it’s the best way 

to go. 

 But, otherwise – no – actually no connection at all.  And, it’s also a long way 

to travel.  I have to – if anything’s located in that area to do with this merger – 20 

if you’ve got office set up there, why am I going to go there?  The traffic is just 

abominable between here and there.  It takes – I’ve got a sister who lives near 

Hurstville.  She will say come at 5:30.  I have to leave at 4:30 to get there at 

least.  Because, it’s just – the traffic to just get out of my area over there is just 

slow.  And, it couldn’t be slower.  Twenty – at 20 kilometres an hour the whole 25 

way.  So, it’s a dreadful area to try to travel to.  So, if it’s merged - - - 

Facilitator: [BELL]. 

Diane: If anything’s located there and not in the City of Botany Bay then it’s just 

hopeless conversation. 

 We have very good communication.  The councillor of the ward comes – he’s 30 

in my area about two or three times a year.  I get to speak with him personally 

all the time and actually things get done. 

 I’ve actually made two complaints during my lifetime here.  A Telstra sign that 

Telstra forgot.  It’s a big road – sitting in the middle of the road.  I asked 

councilmen to – I told them about it.  Sent them a picture and in a few weeks it 35 

was gone.  I just reminded Telstra, don’t leave your things on the road.  It’s 

just unnecessary.  And, the other things is trees of course. 

 Who do you go to speak to [indecipherable].  Anyway the – the new one 

seems very logical.  Rockdale seems complete illogical to me at all.  The new 

merger seems logical to support the ports and the airport etcetera particularly. 40 
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Facilitator: [BELL]. 

Diane: The police would be very, very happy as well.  I was in neighbourhood watch 

years ago and the police just really had to deal with so many local council 

areas it was just ridiculous.  The police will be very, very happy if there was 

just one local government area to deal with the airport, the ports and other 5 

areas. 

Facilitator: Thank you very much, Diane. 

Diane: I also heard nothing negative.  I get the Courier Mail it’s all about Randwick 

Council.  Nothing about Botany Council because there’s not going to be 

anything said.  There’s no complaints.  There should be any news.   10 

 Randwick Council is all the time complaints and I’ve only heard complaints 

about the services to the areas, the dirty streets, the things that aren’t cleaned 

up. 

Facilitator: Okay.  Thank you very much.  You could be a race caller.   

Nerrina: Mr Nockles, may name’s Nerrina Scrobett.  I live in Eastlakes and thank you 15 

for listening to me.  

 First of all, I take exception to our council as being alleged underperforming.  

It is not an underperforming council.  I came to live in Botany when I was five 

years old and as some of the others have said Botany has progressed in 

leaps and bounds since I came here.  The tanneries have gone.  The Gear 20 

and O'Riordan’s gone.  It is a fantastic area to live in.  And, I thank the council 

for maintaining it and bringing it to this stage.   

So, therefore I would like to stress that I am vehemently opposed to a merger 

with Rockdale.  Residents of Botany have no connection, common interest or 

affiliation with that particular council.  Nothing wrong with the council but we 25 

don’t have any common interest.  That council by location and services 

belongs to the St George area and that’s final.   

 The City of Botany Bay is historically and culturally important.  The discovery 

of Botany Bay by Captain Cook in 1770 and the subsequent arrival of the first 

fleet with Captain Arthur Phillip in 1778 who anchored off Bare Island.  And, in 30 

fact, many of the first fleeters as you know – we’ve just had a ceremony – are 

very – are memorialised in Botany cemetery.  It should never be forgotten that 

the very birth of our beautiful country of Australia actually took place in the 

Botany Bay area.  And, forgotten that it will be if we are coerced into 

amalgamating with a council such as Rockdale which does not share the 35 

same significant heritage as Botany Bay. 

 The City of Botany Bay and its historical importance will be swallowed up and 

forgotten.  This is reprehensible.  Above all we strongly want to retain our 

identity.   
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 We, the residents, are proud to be part of the City of Botany Bay.  And, ideally 

we would like to stand alone.  Ideally we would like stand alone.  Because, we 

have successfully done so for many years - - - 

Facilitator: [BELL]. 

Nerrina: - - - as is demonstrated by the fact that our city is debt free and has 5 

progressed in leaps and bounds over the last 40 years.   

 This fact alone is sufficient to adequately qualify Botany Council independent 

status.  However, if we must merge then it should be with areas that we share 

common interests. 

 If you carry out a random survey you will – of Botany Bay area 10 
[indecipherable] residents of Botany Bay area do not frequent the Rockdale 

area unless they relatives who are unfortunate enough to live in the St George 

area.   

Our preferred beaches and parks, shopping centres are all on the south east 

as are our hospitals.   15 

 We enjoy strong sense of community which is very important and 

[indecipherable] sporting associations.  All this will be disrupted in a forced 

merger with Rockdale.   

And, I question why the New South Wales government would want to 

annihilate a council which has been so successful in its administration and 20 

propel its residents into an uncertain future.  

 In closing I would like to ask you to kindly consider an independent City of 

Botany Bay and I intrigue you to please consider our proposal that our council 

is offering and putting before you.  

 Thank you very much. 25 

Facilitator: So, I’m going to give – if you wouldn’t mind, sir.  This gentleman back here is 

first and then – are you jumping up to - - - 

Male: No.  

Female: No.  No. 

Facilitator: You’re not.  Sorry about that.  I just saw you - - - 30 

Male: That’s okay. 

Facilitator: You’re very – okay.  Thank you. 

Peter: Yeah.  Hello.  My name is Peter Staples.  I’m a King Street, Mascot resident 

and I’ve lived in the area about 20 years now.  I had business in the area for 

about 30 years.  So, I’ve worked here as well as lived here. 35 
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 I have lived in a lot of different areas and – central cost Sydney.  I regarded 

Botany as the best council I’ve ever been under.  I found them friendly, 

involved in questions whether it was business or residential.  Very happy.   

 No surprise that Sydney or Randwick didn’t want us.  They didn’t want us.  

Why do we want them?  Stay independent.  Stay by yourself.  Rockdale’s not 5 

[indecipherable].  Thank you very much. 

Facilitator: Thank you, Peter.  Terrific.  Thank you.   

William: I wasn’t going to but I will. 

Facilitator: Might as well.   

William: My name is William Eves.  I’ve been a resident of Botany for 50 years.  I 10 

moved there when I was 19 and I lived in a flat in what was the White Horse 

Hotel here on Botany Bay which has now become a housing development – 

very prestigious housing development. 

 I’ve seen Botany Bay filled in.  I’ve seen the foreshore go.  I’ve seen the 

foreshore road built.  I’ve seen changes over the years and the community is 15 

better now than it was 50 years ago.   

Now, the thing about Rockdale – I mean if I say to people I’m coming out to 

visit you I say I’ve got to leave before two o’clock in the afternoon otherwise I 

won’t get there.  So, this is the road that joins the two suburbs or the two 

municipalities together.   20 

 Now, I don’t think that the City of Sydney is a fit for Botany Bay.  But, I 

definitely think Randwick is.  And, possibly looking at the state electorate of 

Maroubra it takes in the southern part of Randwick and most of Botany.  Now, 

that’s probably a better fit as far as education, working class people, the fitter 

people that are moving into the area.  Rockdale doesn’t fit in that way.  But, I 25 

think definitely in southern part of Randwick does. 

 Like, I used to say to people – I’d go out to Little Bay.  I’d go out to La 

Perouse.  I’d say, “Where’s your footpath?  Where’s you curb and gutter?”  It 

took them 30 years to get curb and gutter in housing developments in the far 

end of Randwick.  I mean it’s the – well, nice politely it’s the bottom end of 30 

Randwick.  And, that’s what it’s classed as. 

 Now, I couldn’t imagine the people in that area having a council that’s 

controlled by Bondi Junction or somewhere around Woollahra.  Because, the 

Mayor of Randwick he says it’s great.  But, first thing that’s going to happen is 

they’re going to put an administrator in. 35 

Facilitator: [BELL]. 

William: So, they don’t have any say for what?  September or the September after.  I 

definitely think that the far end of Randwick is the best fit for Botany Bay.  In 



 35 

other words, the state electorate of Maroubra plus some.  But, not the City of 

Sydney.  I don’t see that as being fit.  Thank you very much. 

Facilitator: Have we got any more comments?  Anyone else who would like to – we can 

take another four.  [indecipherable]. 

Rob: So, I think we’ll pause there.  And, I’m here.  And so, if anybody either joins 5 

the meeting or if there’s any - - - 

Facilitator: [BELL].  Sorry.  Your time’s not up. 

Rob: My time’s up?  It’s my enquiry.  So, it’s - - - 

Male: Thanks for your time. 

Facilitator: Sorry. 10 

Rob: If there’s anybody who would like to speak just make yourself known to myself 

or the staff around the room and you will certainly be awarded the opportunity 

to speak.  But, thank you for those that have.   

[BREAK] 

Rob: With it being four o’clock, ladies and gentlemen, I’d like to bring this first 15 

session of the Botany Bay, Sydney, Marrickville, Randwick and Rockdale 

Councils public enquiry to a close.   

 Thank you for those who have participated and contributed today.  And, I look 

forward to opening our evening session at six o’clock.  Thank you. 

END TRANSCRIPT 20 

 


