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NSW GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCES NEW INNER WEST COUNCIL 
 

NSW Premier Mike Baird and Minister for Local Government Paul Toole today said a 
new, stronger Inner West Council will provide better local services and infrastructure 
while protecting the unique identity of local communities. 
 
“The NSW Liberals & Nationals Government is delivering the most significant reforms of 
the State’s councils for more than a century – and part of that is the historic decision to 
create the new Inner West Council,” Mr Baird said. 
 
“This new, more efficient council will free up money for important projects like local 
roads, parks, playgrounds and footpaths.  
 
“Ratepayers in the Inner West Council will also benefit from our four year rate protection 
commitment.”  
 
Mr Baird said $15 million from the NSW Government’s Stronger  
Communities Fund would be directed towards long-awaited community projects in the 
Inner West.  
 
“The community can choose where the money is invested. It might be the missing links 
in the cycling network, or a new park or playground,” Mr Baird said. 
 
“The NSW Government will also give the new council $10 million towards streamlining 
its administration processes, with leftover funds to be redirected into community 
projects.”  
 
Mr Toole said that it would be business as usual under the new council. 
 
“Your library is still open when you need it and your bins will still go out on the same 
night they always have,” Mr Toole said. 
 
“Following a recommendation by the delegate to proceed with the new council, I have 
decided to create the Inner West Council, merging the former Ashfield, Leichhardt 
Municipal and Marrickville councils.” 
 
Mr Toole said a new, modern council would place a high value on heritage and protect 
unique identities by retaining the existing Local Environmental Plan. 
 
“The heritage and environmental protections that have ensured the unique character of 
the community would remain in place for all suburbs,” Mr Toole said. 
 



Mr Toole said councillors committed to the success of the new council will play an 
important role in the new Inner West Council, in particular the former Mayors who have 
supported the merger.  
 
For more information visit: www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au 
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