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NSW Premier Mike Baird and Minister for Local Government Paul Toole said today the 
new Cumberland Council will work harder for ratepayers and deliver better services and 
community facilities.  
 
“A new more efficient council will free up money for important projects like local roads, 
parks, playgrounds and footpaths,” Mr Baird said.  
 
“And under our rate protection commitment, residents of new councils will pay no more 
for their rates than they would have under their old council for four years.” 
 
Mr Baird said that the new council would receive $15 million from the Government’s 
Stronger Communities Fund to go towards long-awaited local community projects.  
 
“The community may choose where the money is directed. The council will also receive 
$10 million towards streamlining its administration processes, and leftover funds can be 
redirected to community projects,” Mr Baird said. 
 
Mr Toole said Mr Viv May will continue his good work addressing problems with the 
former Auburn Council as Administrator of the new body ahead of elections in 
September 2017. 
 
“Following a recommendation by the delegate to proceed with the new council, I have 
decided to create Cumberland Council by merging parts of the former Auburn, Holroyd 
and Parramatta councils,” Mr Toole said. 
 
“The new Cumberland Council is a fresh start for local residents and ratepayers. Mr 
May will work with residents to implement a new culture within council that is focussed 
on delivering for the local community. 
 
“Cumberland Council provides a chance to move on from issues of the past and build a 
new, more community-focussed council.  
 
“The new council will continue to offer the full range of services previously offered by the 
former councils. 
 
“Your library is still open when you need it and your bins still go out on the same night 
they always have.” 
 



Mr Toole said the existing Local Environmental Plans will remain for all suburbs within 
the new LGA.   
 
“The same protections will remain in place ensuring each suburb retains its unique 
identity,” Mr Toole said. 
 
For more information visit: www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au 
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