
 

Mike Baird 
Premier of NSW 
Minister for Western Sydney 

MEDIA RELEASE 

 

Thursday, 12 May 2016 
 

NSW GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCES HILLTOPS 
COUNCIL 

 
NSW Premier Mike Baird and Minister for Local Government Paul Toole said residents 
of the new Hilltops Council will benefit from better services and infrastructure. 
 
“The NSW Liberals & Nationals Government is delivering the most significant reforms of 
the State’s councils for more than a century – and part of that is the historic decision to 
create the new Hilltops Council,” Mr Baird said. 
 
“Under our rate protection commitment, residents of the new council will pay no more 
for their rates than they would have under their old council for the next four years. 
 
“The new, stronger Hilltops Council will harness the skills and strengths of its 
predecessors to deliver improved services and better infrastructure, such as footpaths, 
pools, playgrounds and roads. 
 
“It’s time to get councils working better for local communities.” 
 
Mr Toole said it will be business as usual for the residents of the new Hilltops Council. 
 
“Your library is still open when you need it and your bins still go out on the same night 
they always have,” Mr Toole said. 
 
“Following a recommendation by the delegate to proceed with the new council, I have 
decided to create Hilltops Council by merging the former Boorowa, Harden and Young 
councils.” 
 
Mr Toole said that $15 million from the NSW Government’s Stronger Communities Fund 
would go towards long-awaited community projects.  
 
“Projects such as expanding the local horticulture and tourism industries, and building 
critical infrastructure to address water supply. 
 
“The new council will work with the local community to decide how this money is spent. 
 
“Hilltops Council will receive $5 million to meet the administrative costs of streamlining 
its operations. Unspent funding may be redirected into important community projects. 
 
“The financial benefits from the new, stronger council will also improve planning and 
economic development to better respond to the changing needs of the community.” 
 



Mr Toole said councillors committed to ensuring the success of the new council will play 
an important role in the new Hilltops Council, with former Boorowa Mayor, Wendy 
Tuckerman, appointed Administrator ahead of elections in September 2017. 
 
“Wendy is a respected figure in the broader community who brings experience and 
knowledge of delivering for regional communities to her new role,” Mr Toole said.   
 
“The new Hilltops Council will maintain service provision across the new council 
boundaries, with a strong focus on service delivery for the surrounding villages. 
 
“Stronger councils mean a stronger voice to advocate on behalf of local communities, 
particularly in regional NSW.” 
 
For more information visit: www.strongercouncils.nsw.gov.au 
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