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Council: Wollongong 

Delegate: Mike Allen 

Venue: Sage Hotel Wollongong 

Date: 2 February 2016 

Time: 7pm 

 

Facilitator: Please come into the room and join us here. Plenty of room down the front. 

Okay, good evening ladies and gentlemen. Please, make your way down into 

the room. My name is **** and my job today is to ensure that the enquiry 

proceedings run smoothly and efficiently and so that those of you that have 5 

been here at other sessions during the day will know that that means that I 

can be a bit annoying from time to time with my telling people that they have 

only got a minute to go on their speeches, but nevertheless, that’s my task. 

So if you could, please sign in at the front door, before you take a seat and 

also, could you please make sure that you are registered to speak if you wish 10 

to speak. So we don’t have a lot of speakers tonight and we do have to keep 

the enquiry open for the full, 7pm-10pm so if anybody would like to speak, 

please go ahead and register out the front. 

I have a few housekeeping matters that I would like to go through with you 

before we start. So, first of all, could I ask you to turn your mobile phones to 15 

silent. Second, the toilet facilities are located to the right of the front door, just 

where you walked in. The emergency procedures are that you need to follow 

the green-lit signs above the doors and please note that these proceedings 

are being audio recorded so it’s important for you to understand that.  

Can I also just make a comment that it is important that we are respectful of 20 

everyone and each other at all times, including the speakers and so 

sometimes it’s a bit hard to realise when you think you are sitting down the 

back of the hall, but the acoustics in here actually don’t work in favour of 

people who are sitting down the back of the hall and are chatting, so if you 

could make – particularly when speakers are talking – it’s really important that 25 

you give them your full attention and respect. Could you also, in that same 

vein, make sure that if you are going to move out to go to the bathroom or to 

register as a speaker, it would be very helpful if you could move quietly in the 

room and also finally to allow people to have a say without comment. 

So I would now like to introduce you to your Delegate, Mr Mike Allen, who will 30 

formally open today’s public enquiry session and talk you through the public 

enquiry process. Thank you. 

Mike: Thank you **** and good evening and welcome, everyone. By now you know 

my name’s Mike Allen so I won’t introduce myself other than to say that I am 

the Delegate that’s been appointed by the acting Chief Executive of the Office 35 

of Local Government to examine and report on the Minister for Local 
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Government’s proposal for Shellharbour City Council and Wollongong City 

Council.  

I would like to formally welcome you to this public enquiry which is part of the 

examination and reporting process into the merger proposal. I would like to 

begin by acknowledging the traditional custodians and their ancestors of the 5 

land on which this public enquiry is taking place and also to pay my respects 

to the elders past and present. 

There’s some technical stuff that I need to go through with you to be 

absolutely clear about the authority under which I have been appointed as a 

delegate and what the requirements of me are as a delegate. This public 10 
enquiry is being conducted in accordance with section 263 of the Local 

Government Act 1993. My role as a delegate is to examine and report on a 

proposal that has been referred to the acting Chief Executive of the Office of 

Local Government by the Minister for Local Government under section 

218F(1) of the Act. 15 

This proposal is for a merger between Shellharbour City Council and 

Wollongong City Council. I have been appointed to conduct an examination of 

the proposal and to provide a report to the Minister and to the Boundaries 

Commission. I would like to stress that my role is an impartial and an 

independent one. I am not an advocate for or against the proposal.  20 

Sections 263, 2A and 218F(2) of the Local Government Act require me to hold 

a public enquiry into the proposal to merge the two councils. The main 

purpose of the public enquiry is to provide members of the public, yourselves 

and others with an opportunity to provide their views on the proposal to me 

directly. As members of the public you have been invited to attend the enquiry 25 

today and if you wish, as **** said, you are able to speak about the proposal 

and present your views and comments to me directly and if you would like to 

do that, if you could please, if you haven’t already, let the team know at the 

front desk. 

More detail about the examination and reporting process can be found on the 30 

Council boundary review website, it’s the usual 

www.councilboundaryreview.nsw.gov.au but in summary, I will conduct a 

public enquiry which I am doing tonight having done a session at 

Shellharbour this morning and here in Wollongong in this room, earlier this 

afternoon. 35 

I call for written submissions which has already been done and at completion 

of all of that I will prepare a report on the proposal having due regard to the 

factors in section 263(3) of the Act and I will go through those because it’s 

really important that you understand and appreciate the factors that I can take 

into account in the assessment. I appreciate there’s a lot of emotion around 40 

this particular issue, I can’t assess emotion, I can only assess the facts under 

the Heads of Consideration that are outlined in the Act. They are: the financial 

advantages or disadvantages of the proposal to the residents and ratepayers 

of the areas concerned; the community of interest and geographic cohesion in 

the existing areas and in any proposed new area; the existing historical and 45 

http://www.councilboundaryreview.nsw.gov.au/
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traditional values in the existing areas and the impact of change on them; the 

attitude of the residents and ratepayers of the areas concerned; the 

requirements of the area concerned in relation to elected representation for 

residents and ratepayers at the local level; the desirable and appropriate 

relationship between elected representatives and ratepayers and residents 5 

and other such matters as considered relevant in relation to the past and 

future patterns of elected representation for the area; the impact of the 

proposal on the ability of the council to provide adequate, equitable and 

appropriate services and facilities;the impact of the proposal on the 

employment of the staff by the council;the impact of the proposal on any rural 10 
communities in the resulting area; the desirability (or otherwise) of dividing the 

resulting area or areas into wards; the need to ensure that the opinions of 

each of the diverse communities of the resulting area or areas are effectively 

represented; and last but not least, any other factors relevant to the provision 

of efficient and effective Local Government in the existing and proposed new 15 

areas. 

At the conclusion of the examination process I will prepare a report to the 

Minister and to the Boundaries Commission and I am due to do that by the 

11th March. The Boundaries Commission will review and provide comment on 

the report that I have prepared and provide these comments to the Minister 20 

for Local Government. The Minister will then consider the report, together with 

any comments from the Boundaries Commission and may or may not 

recommend to the Governor of New South Wales that the proposed merger 

be implemented with or without modifications.  

They are all the things I have got to do and the timeframe within which I have 25 

got to do them. To allow today’s proceedings to be conducted fairly and 

efficiently, the enquiry will be structured, with a schedule of speakers and time 

limits on speakers and **** will cover more of that for you as soon as I finish 

speaking. I am assisted by a number of people here this evening, particularly 

**** who is sitting up the front and is an executive officer who is assisting me 30 

in my role and obviously the staff that you met on your entry to the room this 

evening.  

My duty today, is to listen to all the submissions and to consider them along 

with the material gathered throughout the course of the examination process 

and in the preparation of my final report. The lectern for example, is quite 35 

deliberately angled this way, because with all due respect to everybody else, 

the speakers are talking to me tonight, because it’s my job to listen to what 

each of the speakers have got to say. I need to make it clear that I do not 

have the power to resolve any specific issues or identify solutions to any 

particular complaints that an individual or an organisation may have about the 40 

proposal or the Local Government reform process to date. That’s not my role. 

In addition to having the opportunity to speak at this public enquiry this 

evening, members of the public may provide their views, as I hope you are 

aware, on the merger proposal by making a written submission. Written 

submissions will be one of the most important ways for me to gather 45 

information during the examination process as well as the verbal submissions 
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tonight. Of course if you wish to make a submission, you are encouraged to 

focus on the factors that I have mentioned, one or more of those as listed in 

Section 263(3) of the Act which I went through for you. They are the Heads of 

Consideration that I am required to follow, so if you follow those likewise in 

your submissions that would certainly be appreciated and very helpful. These 5 

factors can also be found under the frequently asked questions that are 

available on that Council Boundaries Review website. 

My final report and all written submissions will be published at the end of the 

proposal examination process, so once the Minister and the Boundaries 

Commission have considered things, that will all be made public. The 10 
submissions of course as I have mentioned, will be made public unless 

people ask for their identity to remain confidential, so when submissions are 

published, if you ask that yours be confidential it will still be published, it just 

will not be published under your name, it will be published without an author’s 

name against the submission so that opportunity is available to you. 15 

Importantly, the written submissions close at 5pm Eastern Standard Time on 

Sunday 28th February this year and can be submitted either online, through 

the Council Boundary Review website or through the mail and there is a GPO 

box number that you can send through the post your submission and that’s 

available also on the website in terms of the GPO Box No.  20 

I haven’t got a map to show you this evening of the two Council Local 

Government areas, I am sure as local residents you are more than familiar 

with those. If you do need to refresh your memory there are copies of the 

proposal at the front desk and they do have a map in them, but the merger is 

the proposed merger and joining together of the Shellharbour City Council as 25 

well as the Wollongong City Council.  

So that’s it from me for the moment, thank you very much, and I will hand you 

back to ****. Thank you. 

Facilitator: Thanks very much Mike. So as I said before, in my introductory remarks, it’s 

my job to just make sure that we stick to the process and Mike has identified 30 

a few things and part of that is that you are actually addressing Mike. Now 

some of you will already know this and this is the third session today in this 

public enquiry and as such we have to provide equal opportunity across those 

three sessions and so we have set the time limit on the speeches at 5 

minutes. I will give you a warning at 4 minutes when you have got 1 minute 35 

left so you could pull together your final concluding remarks at the 4-minute 

stage. As I said, there have been 3 sessions today and we have, during that 

time, heard from various organisations who have been given a little bit of 

extra time, for example both Councils had a bit of extra time but we have 

none of those longer speeches tonight, we only have individual speeches, so 40 

at the moment we have about 10 people registered and again, I say, if you 

would like to register and say anything tonight, please don’t hesitate because 

we will be here until 10 o’clock, that’s the legislative requirement for us to 

remain here until 10.  
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So if you are going to speak tonight, just a reminder on a couple of items. 

Whilst you will be talking to Mike, could you please make sure that you are 

speaking into the microphone because we do have people down the back of 

the room and we would like you to hear what’s being said. Could you address 

your comments directly to Mike and also, whilst you are doing that, when you 5 

first start, would you please state your name and theLocal Government area 

that you come from. My final reminder is about the audio recording, so make 

sure that you understand that this is all being recorded.  

Essentially, what I would like to do is to start the presentations and if speaker 

number 2 would come to the lectern, adjust yourself to the microphone and I 10 
will interrupt in 4 minutes. 

Speaker 2: Mr Allen, thank you for this opportunity to speak on this burning issue. Just a 

bit of background. I have been involved in Local Government for 40 odd 

years, stemming from the Barnett Report into Local Government areas of 

administration and then through Commissioner Ferris, having a Boundaries 15 

Commission Hearing in Armidale, which I attended twice, once as an 

individual and then once as a Councillor of Armidale City Council. I have also 

attended the Local Government annual conferences which are talent shows 

and I remembered that most people were seeking election [indecipherable] 

wanted constitutional recognition of the Local Government. It’s been in the 20 

area for 40 odd years because people feel that Local Government is too often 

manipulated by State Government and should be a third tier. Some even 

would the word [indecipherable]. I would argue one third tier. I also notice that 

those who were elected failed to implement that. One then becoming the 

State and Federal Member and the Minister for Local Government.  25 

So that’s my background but at the local annual conference I tried to defend 

Mr Ferris by saying “Council should always be aware that all avenues of 

council should be looked at and that includes area and they should not have a 

closed mind. Back in the 70s, most had a closed mind. So thank you for that.  

I returned to [indecipherable] in 1986. During my Armidale period I did make 30 

research for Ian Sinclair, the Federal leader of the Country Party, or National 

Party. I often did research because I was not a member of the National Party 

or the Country Party, whereas most people who did research for him were 

party members. I think it was because the chairman of the electoral council 

for the Federal and State segments were very close friends.  35 

So when I look at boundaries – and I’ve tried to argue [indecipherable] 

unsuccessfully – I often look at the X and O. If you have five Xs or five Os, 

depending on how you do the boundaries, the fourth won’t be the majority if 

you divide the three seats or five. Local Government is interesting because it 

is so varied, there is no stem and I disagree with benchmarking because 40 

when I was at Armidale, the so called bureaucrats came and said “Hey, 

you’re benchmarking, you are spending much more on library facilities than 

[indecipherable]”. Council had to explain that Armidale, being a university 

environment, and a university town and also to dioceses, libraries were very 

important. We also co-operated with Dumaresq Shire before they were 45 
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amalgamated back in the 1990s. Then the library, the funding from 

[indecipherable] was very minor. They were in the airport. So that’s my 

background. 

I have in my written submission provided you with figures about the 

variances, because each Local Government is different and each has 5 

different purposes. Country ones generally depend on the State and Federal 

funding for roads, the metropolitan ones are, in my opinion, should be 

amalgamated. I am glad to see that Strathfield have now come to the decision 

they should amalgamate with Burwood and Canada Bay. But back in 

Wollongong – because Wollongong’s the third largest Local Government in 10 
terms of population. I think that’s got to be acknowledged. It also has to be 

acknowledged it was formed in 1947 by four councils and then the population 

was approximately 63,000 so the present size of Wollongong City Council in 

terms of population is three and a half times what it was when it was formed. 

When I look at Local Government, I think Local Government is different to 15 

State and Federal and I also don’t believe that the private sector corporate 

policies should be adopted. Local Government is there to serve the 

electorate, the people, it’s not there to be run as a company, it’s not there to 

make sure that everything made a profit. Indeed, Wollongong City Council, 

they spent approximately $11 million on their beaches and swimming pools 20 

which they will recover. So, we can’t necessarily say that cost-cutting is the 

be all and end all of Local Government and I think that’s what a lot of people 

are saying. It’s our list of communities. Wollongong City Council has a 

number of communities which have different aims and aspirations. 

Shellharbour, I believe, is a bit like you Uralla and Guyra back in the 25 

seventies. If they are amalgamated they will feel that they will lose their 

identity and when it comes to allocation of funds, they will probably have two 

councillors out of 13, so they will be a little grumpy and I can understand why 

Shellharbour – and I believe the majority of interested people in Shellharbour 

are against the amalgamation. 30 

So I feel that we have got to say larger councils are not necessarily better, we 

have got to recognise that Wollongong is the third largest council and we 

have got to realise that often when you get large you get more bureaucratic 

decisions and people are ignored. I got involved with the ICAC enquiry 

because I made the first complaint to ICAC and to the ombudsman, because 35 

the councils were silly enough not to say that that development – that led to 

the ICAC should have gone to full council and was approved by council staff 

illegally. Councils are too many decisions and when I look at an amalgamated 

area I see that the representation will be say 21,000 people and not 16,000. 

Facilitator: Sorry, can I just ask you to do your concluding sentence please. 40 

Speaker 2: In conclusion, I would ask that you and the Minister recognise that 

Wollongong is the third largest council in terms of population, there are two 

studies done, the Sampson Report and the ICAC report suggested 

[indecipherable]. I recognise that Shellharbour residents have real and 

genuine feelings, genuine feelings, not just fears but genuine feelings that 45 
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they will be ignored. Thus I believe there are very limited benefits from this 

proposed amalgamation and real losses, especially to Shellharbour. I notice 

that the two articles… 

Facilitator: Thank you. 

Speaker 2: …in last Tuesdays paper suggested that there was not enough information 5 

and I believe the KPMG report still had not been available to the general 

public or I believe even the Minister. 

Facilitator: Thank you. 

Speaker 2: Thank you.  I would like to submit this written submission as mine. 

Facilitator: Thank you, we need to go back – can we talk to you in a minute. Thank you 10 
very much, I’ll come over there and have a chat. Could I please have speaker 

number 3 please. 

Speaker 3: Good evening Mike. I am here in my capacity tonight as a resident of 

Shellharbour City and can I say I have been a resident of Shellharbour City 

since 1967, even though I don’t look that old,and also, apart from a short 15 

period of time that I spent away from the area because of employment. I 

raised my four children in Shellharbour City and I feel that this proposal – are 

you familiar with the movie ‘Back to the Future’? – I feel this proposal is just, I 

should call it the Dorian. I should because I feel that we are taking a trip back 

to the future. 20 

When I was a child and lived in Shellharbour, we didn’t have a lot of things out 

there, most of our serious medical specialists were in Wollongong, the 

hospital was in Wollongong, the main shops were in Wollongong if you 

wanted Manchester or anything like that it was all in Wollongong. What would 

happen is that we would have to travel to Wollongong in order to carry out 25 

those activities. I remember my mother gathering seven children on a bus and 

taking us on a day trip. We would pack our lunch, we would get on a bus and 

we would take an hour to Wollongong in order to do our business, spend our 

day there, have our lunch and then travel back again for another hour in the 

afternoon. Well, it still takes an hour to get to Wollongong on the bus. Most 30 

people, who don’t have a vehicle will have to travel to Wollongong on a bus 

and for us it was like going a long way away. It still is, most people who live in 

Shellharbour do not see Wollongong as part of their local area. They see 

Wollongong as a completely different area and it’s like people in Wollongong 

going to Sydney. They see it just like that. We have got to go there because 35 

we have got things that we have to do that we can’t provide in our own local 

area but we don’t see it as a continuation of what we have to offer in our city. 

So that’s the first thing I wanted to let you know. 

The other thing I wanted to let you know is that I believe that there’s going to 

be a lot of impact on our community, particularly the threat to levels of service 40 

in our community. For example, Shellharbour residents, they have made 

decisions about the levels of services they expect and are willing to pay for it. 

It’s been demonstrated through community consultation, which is our 
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Shellharbour Community Strategic Plan and Special Rates Variation. We as a 

community have been through this process and it was quite a lengthy process 

and it was certainly very well attended by the community. 

Some of those things that are going to be affected is there’s a higher density 

of libraries, pools and community centres that are found in Wollongong. We 5 

have them in Shellharbour and its higher than it is in Wollongong. For 

example, Shellharbour residents enjoy a rate of library provision of one library 

per 17,000 residents, whereas Wollongong residents have one library per 

29,000 residents. Now if we were going to have some kind of restructure to 

ensure equity, do I think that Wollongong’s going to build a few more libraries 10 
to keep up with us? I don’t think so. Do I think that that will have an effect on 

Shellharbour’s services, I definitely think so. I don’t think that Wollongong is in 

a position to be able to spend the money to provide the services that we have 

in Shellharbour. 

The other thing is that it has been mentioned about the city hub today and 15 

you would have heard that a few times. However, what hasn’t been 

mentioned is Wollongong City’s – it used to be called ‘flood free access’ – it’s 

now called ‘permanent access to West Dapto’ and I understand that there’s a 

$209 million liability there that I am concerned is going to be passed on to the 

residents of Shellharbour to cover the costs of that. 20 

So my concern is this. Shellharbour City is a terrific place to live, we have 

plenty to offer our community. I mean we have an hourglass demographics, 

we have a large and growing population of under 35s and we have a growing 

population of over 65s. Our city is catering for those in the way that we do 

business, in the way that we build infrastructure and the services that we 25 

provide and I want to ensure that our community don’t miss out, because I 

don’t believe that Wollongong will be able to pay the same attention to the 

people of Shellharbour, that Shellharbour council can pay to the people of 

Shellharbour. As a resident and ratepayer of Shellharbour City I don’t want to 

miss out, I don’t want my family to miss out and I don’t want the rest of my 30 

community to miss out so I urge you please, please make your report very 

clear that the people of this region don’t want a merger, don’t need a merger 

and certainly there’s proof to say that it’s necessary in this region. Thank you 

very much. 

Facilitator: Thank you very much for perfect timing. Could I ask speaker number 4 to 35 

come to the lectern. Don’t forget name and Council. 

Ann: My name is Ann Martin. I’m a Councillor at Wollongong City Council. I also 

have a long term relationship with Albion Park Rail through my family. My 

mother’s family comes from Albion Park Rail. 

Mr Allen, I would like to address four major points. The first of these is the 40 

financial implications of what has been proposed. The work that our staff have 

done for Wollongong has very clearly identified that there is no immediate 

financial benefit to be gained for our residents out of this proposed merger. 

This process that has been undertaken has really pushed us into a scenario 

where we feel that we are having to look at long term strategies that aren’t our 45 
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strategies if this amalgamation goes ahead and I don’t think this is fair on our 

current residents. Can I also say that this has been an incredibly divisive 

process.  To place this on the agenda of our citizens at Wollongong and our 

staff, just before Christmas, when we were very clearly identified as being fit 

for future, it feels like punishment for our hard work and our success as a city.  5 

I also think, and I am deeply upset at the nonsense that has been propagated 

around what horrors will happen, because Wollongong is clearly out there to 

pillage the communities of Shellharbour, which I just don't get and I think it's 

completely unnecessary.  And, this has eroded what, up until now, has been 

an extremely amicable relationship.  And, I think the State Government has to 10 
take responsibility for the damage that they have caused this community; this 

region. 

 Can I also speak to the impact on our staff?  This city dodged a lot.  This 

region dodged a bullet with a potential closure of BlueScope, not three 

months ago.  We face the possibility of losing, immediately, 10,000 direct and 15 

indirect job losses on top of the job losses that we have already lost in the 

mining sector and in other sectors in this city.  We have worked – 

Shellharbour, Wollongong, the whole region have worked really hard in 

partnership with our industry stakeholders and our other stakeholders to help 

this city being a resilient city.   20 

 To lose jobs, and there will be job losses out of any amalgamation or have yet 

again, a negative impact on this city, our city.  This region has a 

phenomenally high unemployment rate on the national average.  We're over 

7.6 percent and our unemployed young people is even higher.  This is 

unacceptable.  This is an unacceptable imposition on a hardworking city that 25 

has worked hard and this council, and I think both councils have worked hard 

to make our own communities resilient. 

 Can I also say that as a city, both cities have survived administrators.  Those 

administrators shut down so many programs in our cities, it has taken us four 

years to catch up and we still haven't caught up.  They shut down programs in 30 

our town centres:  planning programs; they reviewed budgets; they introduced 

parking meters amongst other things.  Yeah, we are being punished for our 

good work at Shellharbour and at Wollongong and I don't think it's acceptable 

and I really want the message to be driven home that this city is a strong city, 

we are starting to recreate our position to restate our sense of ourselves and 35 

to be proud of what, as the City of Wollongong, we can do and we should do.   

 Immediately this announcement was made, we stopped doing the strategic 

work that we needed to do as a city.  We had our budget worked – we were 

well on the way to working on our budgets.  That is all now on hold.  

Facilitator: That's one minute.  Thank you. 40 

Ann: Thank you.  Our future direction as this city, needs to continue the momentum 

that we have been working hard to develop.  This will set us back as a city 

and I'm sure it will do the same for Shellharbour.  And, I want this government 

to take responsibility for our residents and understand you are imposing a 

backward step on our communities and I think it's unacceptable.  Thank you. 45 
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Facilitator: Thank you.  Thank you very much.  Could I now ask speaker number five to 

come to the lectern, please? 

Speaker 5: Hi.  I'm **** and I am a long life resident of Wollongong, 38 years and I am 

also a former councillor of Wollongong City Council.  I personally feel that this 

whole thing is, if I can be frank, very politically, I think, drive by political 5 

ideology, rather than being very well thought out.  I think even if the councils 

were – if it was something that the community wanted and the councils were 

to merge, I think it would really take – maybe need to make it a few years to 

really sort how the councils would be merged.  And, I think it seems to me that 

it's very rushed. 10 

 I find it hard to see how there would be more cost savings for some of the 

bigger items, like, collecting rubbish.  There would still be the same amount of 

tonnes of rubbish that – there'd still be the same kilometres – number of 

kilometres of roads that need to be – have the potholes fixed and there 

certainly is the same infrastructure that's ageing.  And, the same backlog for 15 

the period of restructure.  So, it's really hard to see from my point of view how 

they can save money, apart from maybe cutting staff and that – and then 

omitting services along the way.   

 I certainly agree that there could be a loss of identity for people.  I recently – a 

few months ago I think I heard that the Lord Mayor – sorry, the Mayor of 20 

Shellharbour explaining that she sometimes has to explain to people where 

Shellharbour Council is, and she often has to explain it's between home and – 

and I thought, yeah, well it's – when I was young, it wasn't just a – when I 

drove on the highway to go south it was just cow paddocks there.  But, it's 

become a big city in its own right and it would be a shame to suddenly see 25 

that lost in a merger.   

 I'm also concerned about the potential reduction of political representation.  

Currently, there's 12 Councillors and a Lord Mayor at Wollongong Council and 

I think there's six Councillors at Shellharbour.  And, I believe that if there was 

a merger there wouldn't be that number combined together.  I think there's a 30 

[indecipherable] theme.  And so, that was just a concern that I had.  I followed 

politics from a very young age and I remember back in 1992, United Nations 

held their summit in Rio, and there was the issue of the local agenda 21, 

where it was recognised that to deal with some of the big problems in the 

world that you need to not just deal with State and Federal Government 35 

surrounding it all, because it ends in Local Governments and often the local 

councillors and Local Governments are the closest to the people and really 

understand issues, and I am worried that if we have a larger council that there 

might be again less chance that the people will be represented. 

 I am also just curious of knowing anyone that's given any consideration what 40 

this new council will be called and would there be a Mayor or a Lord Mayor, 

because currently Wollongong is one of the unique councils that has a Lord 

Mayor.  And, would that be any different; all those kind of things.  That's the 

way I feel that this whole process should be taking several years if it was what 

people wanted, to really sort out some of these issues.  Thanks. 45 
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Facilitator: Thank you.  Thank you very much.  Thank you.  Could I ask speaker number 

six to come to the podium thanks. 

George: Good evening, Mr Allen.  My name is George Takacs.  I'm a Ward 2 

Councillor from the City of Wollongong.  I am also a husband; a father of two 

teenage school children and a university lecturer at the University of 5 

Wollongong.  And, I would like to offer you my perspective as a first term 

councillor on how I feel about the merger proposal and what I think are some 

of the things that might effect it.  My comments will be directed specifically to 

the issues of representation, but also to community interest.   

 As a first term councillor who has a busy life as a parent and a university 10 
lecturer, I found the job of a councillor being very demanding on my time.  I'm 

here tonight very tired.  I wasn't going to come.  I didn't register to speak 

beforehand and I decided to come because I felt this was an important issue.  

Last night, I left work at five o'clock.  I had to be at the council at five o'clock 

for a council meeting.  I left council at 9:30.  I left work again today about 4:30 15 

for another meeting at council at five o'clock, and then that meeting finished 

and I can directly here.  So, I'll go home tonight when this finishes.  Tomorrow 

night I should probably, after work, go to a meeting of neighbourhood four and 

number five, but I'm not going to.   

 I've taken the advice of Meatloaf and Jim Steinman, the songwriter from the 20 

seventies song, 'Two out of three ain't bad.'  I'm not going to do council 

business three nights in a row.  Tomorrow night, I'm going to go and attend 

with my children and I'm going to celebrate their achievements at their annual 

school award ceremony.  So, sorry to the residents from neighbourhood four 

and number five, I won't be there tomorrow night.   25 

 The issue for me with regards to representation is, I do not see how 

somebody who is in my position; somebody who I think is representative of a 

broader cross-section of this community can actually seriously entertain the 

prospect of being a councillor in this merged council and do the job justice.  I 

am struggling to do the job justice as it is now.  This merger proposal will 30 

increase the population that a councillor has to respond to by about 35 to 

40 percent. 

 That won't translate directly into a workload increase of 35 to 40 percent, but it 

will be an increase in workload.  It will be an increase in workload, which I 

think is already verging on the unmanageable.  I'm a first term councillor.  I've 35 

been giving serious considerations to whether or not I want to continue.  And, 

even before this merger proposition came I had – because I'm concerned 

about the compromises I have to make on my family life and then my 

professional life.  If we want to continue to have people who aren't career 

politicians, who come to politics late in life, who have got a broad experience 40 

in the community and some other professional experience, going into Local 

Government, and I think we should want people like that to go into Local 

Government, it's going to be more difficult to get people like into Local 

Government if we increase the size of this council.    
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 Under the merger proposal, Wollongong would become larger than any 

council in Victoria – any council in Victoria.  The largest council in Victoria 

from the 2011 census figures at 260,000 people.  [indecipherable] the largest 

council in New South Wales will have about the same number of residents per 

council as Blacktown Council.  But, Blacktown Council is not 830 square 5 

metres.  Blacktown Council in socioeconomic terms is not as diverse as 

Wollongong Council.   

 We have people who are third generation unemployed.  We have people who 

are living off of lots of land and worth well over a million dollars, several million 

dollars.  We have much more diverse socioeconomics, so we have greater 10 
diversity of residents to respond to and larger areas to service.  So, I don't 

think we can be compared to Blacktown Council in terms of our political 

service to our residents. 

 The final issue I wanted to re-establish new interest, I've been here for 

35 years at the end of this month.  Next week, I'm going to Melbourne for the 15 

fourth time in my life.  That's three times what I've been to Shellharbour.  I 

know my way around the streets of Melbourne better than I do the streets of 

Shellharbour.  If somebody stopped me here in Wollongong and said, 'Excuse 

me, how do I get to Shellharbour Square?' I'd say to them two things, 'Well, I 

can't help you, I don't know,' and two, 'Why would you want to go there?  20 

We've got better shops in Wollongong.' 

 I don't believe the community interest stacks up and I don't think we're going 

to get the diversity of community members, 80 percent of the council, if this 

merger proposal goes ahead. 

Facilitator: Thank you very much. 25 

We have two more speakers who have registered tonight and just a reminder 

to everybody that if you would like to speak tonight, there is plenty of time left 

on the agenda and please go and register.  So, that being said, could I ask 

speaker number seven to come to the podium.  Thank you. 

Speaker 7: Good evening, Mike, and everyone else.  My name is **** and I live at Fig 30 

Tree.  I have been a Wollongong resident for over 70 years.  I love it here, I 

don't want anything to change.  Now, first of all, I should say, we would have 

had a lot more people here if they weren't – personally, I wasn't told that you 

had to register, because a lot of people today said, 'I'd love to go to that 

meeting, but I'm not registered,' so they didn't come, which is a bit sad.  But, 35 

anyway, what I'm looking at here, is I hope this hasn’t – we're not wasting our 

time here and a decision has already been made?  No?  Good.  Also, looking 

at – I wonder if one decision, say, for instance, I wouldn't wish it on Kiama, but 

say, Balranald and somewhere else gets amalgamated, that wouldn't 

necessarily follow on.  Each individual case will be deal with in its merits, on 40 

its merits? 

Facilitator: That's correct. 

Speaker 7 Good.  Now, because I didn't want to be all, sort of, thrown in it together.  

Right.  Now, a lot of the Sydney councils too, are very small.  They cover very 
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small and that worries me, because we are – geographically, we're a big area.  

We go to Helensburgh in the north right out to Albion Park, out to all of those 

places down there.  And, Shellharbour is equally as big, and Shellharbour is 

growing at an amazing rate.   

 We have so much development in Wollongong at the moment, and there's 5 

pockets of Fig Tree and Dapto, West Dapto.  But, on the whole, we've got 

different needs.  And, I think that's very important to look at too.  We can't be 

bundled together like that.  I do wonder about the two mayors and the two 

town clerks.  Where are they going to be going from?  Are they all going to be 

down to the hub, which there's a new administration block being built as we 10 
speak at Shellharbour, or are they all going to come into Wollongong and do 

the administration here?  That was another thing I was looking at.   

 Really, all I want to just say is, everybody is happy the way things are.  I do 

think this was very rushed and like everyone has said, it should have been 

over a number of years, and it's been foisted on us.  Really, every rate payer 15 

in Shellharbour and Wollongong should have had a personal letter in their 

letterbox to inform them about what was going on; what the plans were and 

what the ultimate outcome is going to be, because nobody really knows that.   

 But, I do think, for some of the city places, I think it would work, because you 

could get little places, like, I don't know, I just can't think, but a lot of them can 20 

be divided.  My daughter lives at Dee Why and she, in her electorate, or her 

council area is going to be cut in halves and half are going to go this way, and 

half are going to go that way.  That sounds really really bad to me.  They're 

the biggest, so they're going to cut it in halves and give somebody half each.  

But, thank you. 25 

Facilitator: Thank you so much. 

Could I ask speaker number eight to come to the podium, please. 

David: Good afternoon.  My name is David Boyle.  I'm a councillor at Charlton City, of 

which I've lived in for, it's coming up 56 years.  I was schooled in 

Shellharbour, but also travelling to Wollongong for my secondary education.  30 

So, I've watched [0:16:59] grow and it's been a very interesting journey.  As 

far as Shellharbour goes, I didn't have much interest in politics.  As I got older, 

I learned to appreciate democracy and being a Councillor has taught me to be 

democratic and understanding what democracy is all about. 

 I've learnt so much about our community at Shellharbour.  A community made 35 

up of smaller villages, and in their wisdom, our previous councillors have 

decided to build the City Hub.  The City Hub [indecipherable] and I felt pretty 

bad when they called it Charred City.  But, since being a Councillor I've 

realised that it is the centre of the city.  So, we've got villages at Warilla, Lake 

South, Albion Park, Oak Flats and the Shellharbour Village.  Thirty-five years 40 

ago I used to put the stickers on my car, 'Save Our Shallows,' it was the 

mariner.  Thirty-five years later, I voted for the mariner as a councillor and it's 

been the best thing that's happened for us. 
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 One of our major projects and it's been one of those projects that will inject 

money back into the community.  A hundred and fifty years ago in their 

wisdom, the democracy made Shellharbour a municipal council and I'm 

hoping that democracy will win in here to save amalgamation.  Initially, we 

were told that we had to meet financial criteria to save amalgamations.  I 5 

know, again, being a Councillor and being there's 23 committees as the 

previous Wollongong Councillor said, that we've got to go to meetings.  Every 

week we've got meetings.  Meetings mean you learn a lot more about it.   

 But, is the community focus down in Shellharbour?  So, we've met the 

financial criteria and we're sustainable and we look very fit for the future.  10 
Unfortunately, that wasn't enough.  So, now we're forced to still find ourselves 

justifying what [indecipherable] nor do we need to amalgamate Shellharbour 

and Wollongong.  Amalgamations, I looked up in the dictionary.  

Amalgamation is to unite two or more things, such as two businesses.  

Certainly a council is a big business.  The two biggest businesses probably 15 

running now in Wollongong is the council and certainly Shellharbour is the 

biggest employer in its city. 

 Amalgamations that do work have synergy and financial benefits.  I think that 

the last few weeks we found out is there going to be real financial benefits and 

I'm really confident that it's not.  Apart from that, we need some 20 

commonalities.  We need culture, we need spirit and we need community 

mindedness.  Wollongong is a metropolitan city and with Shellharbour as the 

regional city, straight away that just doesn't merge.  It doesn't fit it.  It's got so 

many different areas that it will affect.  Certainly people in sport.  My whole life 

has been in a sporting career with all sorts of sports.  I won't go into that.  But, 25 

what happens to the regional teams that play for the country.  When you're in 

Wollongong, you're a city based, metropolitan area.   

 It does affect so many different people.  The focus for Wollongong has been 

higher in relation to the circuit area in the CBD.  You've only got to look out 

the door and see all the high rise.  Then you look at Shellharbour and 30 

Shellharbour's about 20ks down that way.  It's a beautiful place with beaches 

and a lot of tourist spots.  It's made up of villages, community-minded 

focussed people, and sub-cultures.  We've just done urban designs on all our 

villages to keep the culture and to keep the heritage there.  I think that's very 

important.  Wollongong Council are employing the greening contracts and 35 

then the Shellharbour city people are on State of Ward.  How's that going to fit 

when pay rates are a lot more annually in Wollongong than it is in 

Shellharbour? 

Facilitator: That's one minute to go, thanks. 

David: How's that going to work with my workmates getting a hundred dollars a week 40 

more than me?  I just don't think there's any commonalities.  If you put, as one 

of other councillors and colleagues in Wollongong said, it's going to put back 

all our projects and our planning.  It's going to cost us money.  It's not going to 

save us any money.  The other thing about Wollongong City is its self insured 

and we're an industry based city.  So, there's just no commonalities there.  I 45 
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just implore that democracy will win and people like the people who have 

taken the time to turn up today will prevail.  Thank you very much for your 

time. 

Facilitator: Thank you.   

Now, I will ask speaker number 9 to come to the podium, please. 5 

Speaker 9: Dear Mike, my name is ****.  I am here this evening to represent the state 

member for Wollongong, Noreen Hay MP, who sends her apologies.  My 

submission on behalf of her will be very swift, in fact, one sentence.  Noreen 

is a state member for the Wollongong Electorate and the representative of the 

people.  A process for some amalgamation of councils.  Thank you. 10 

Facilitator:   Thank you very much. 

Could I have, please, speaker number ten to the podium? 

Speaker 10: Good day, Mike, my name's ****, I think I saw you at nine o'clock this morning 

and I don't want you to go home bored, so I decided to register.  I partly did so 

on the expression of Ann Martin, hearing her earlier tonight as a fellow 15 

planner and a Local Government – State Government professional and I 

thought that it was appropriate that I too gave you my thoughts.  I've been a 

resident of Wollongong for 25 years.  I've been a Local Government 

professional for almost 30 years. 

 I've spent 13 years as a planner in Wollongong and I spent ten years as the 20 

planner in Shellharbour, both in reasonably senior management roles.  So, I 

think I bring a fairly unique perspective to what I'm seeing happening at the 

moment.  I love Wollongong and I love Shellharbour.  I see them as two very 

distinct cities and two very distinct communities.  Up until the 18th of 

December, we've happily co-existed, and we've more than co-existed, we 25 

actually worked together collaboratively to deliver a better Wollongong.  But, 

since the State Government announced this ill-conceived proposal all I've 

seen in this region is division. 

 I've watched Wollongong Council very closely in terms of their deliberations 

and obviously, Shellharbour.  We've got very different opinions on how that 30 

should be approached.  I think that also reflects the two different communities.  

I know there's been a lot of discussion about David and Goliath and some of 

those feelings have been expressed publicly.  I think that comes out of fear 

and I think fear has been generated by this proposal, which is unnecessary, 

baseless and ultimately, I think disruptive for this community. 35 

 I will be making a very detailed submission to you, Mike.  So, I'll just made a 

few notes tonight.  I couldn't pass the opportunity up and I thank you for 

sticking the day out for this community.  Thank you. 

Facilitator:   Thanks.  Thanks so much. 

Could speaker number 11 come to the podium, please. 40 

Speaker 11:   Good evening, Mr Allen, my name is ****.  I am a third generation resident of 

Wollongong.  My grandfather was born in Bellambi and my father was also 
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born in Bellambi.  My mother was born in Coledale, so I feel very very 

connected to Wollongong.  I'm very proud of Wollongong and I also would like 

to say that my grandfather's have a coalmining industry background.  So, 

there is that connection to history as well in our region.   

 I went to school here.  I also went to university here.  I was the daughter of an 5 

alderman, who was an alderman in the '70s and '80s and can certainly 

sympathise with the councillors that are saying that the representation that 

they're expected to give if this merger takes place is going to put a terrible, 

terrible burden on their family life.  My father was a professional.   He also 

started an aged care organisation, which is now the largest not-for-profit 10 
organisation, non-church organisation in Australia.  For him to undertake that 

task as well as being a councillor and represent the community that he was 

representing took a great toll on his connection to his family. 

 I would not like that to be imposed on future councillors in the area, or their 

children.  I thought that was quite important to say.  I've worked in Local 15 

Government for 30 years as a town planner.  Twenty years at Wollongong, so 

I beat Geoffrey on that and ten years at Shellharbour.  I too, absolutely adore 

both cities.  They are very very different, having worked in both from a town 

planning perspective.  Wollongong, of course, is bigger, but it has a different 

background.  It has coalmining, seal, port and university background. 20 

 Shellharbour still has that dairy, still has that rich history of being one of the 

early early dairy regions and actually, ground-breaking in some of the dairy 

industry mechanisms that took place in relation to refrigeration and things like 

that.  It has got some very very deep history.  There are lots and lots of very 

old families in Shellharbour too that are very very proud of their identity and 25 

their history, having stayed in the region since the foundation.  I see that 

coming through much stronger than I do in Wollongong, even though I'm 

proud of Wollongong's history, I don't see it the same as families do in 

Shellharbour. 

 Shellharbour has also been extremely resilient in maintaining its current 30 

boundaries.  They were formed in 1859 and they have not shifted since.  They 

are the oldest boundaries in New South Wales and that is something they 

should be proud of as well.  They have managed to survive past 

amalgamation and boundary change attempts over those many many years.  

Through the voices of the people and the demonstration that there is no need 35 

to do that, because it is a self sustaining area, it has been able to maintain 

those boundaries and I would like to think that we can continue to do that.  

 I don't think that there is any reason that we have shown as a council for this 

to proceed.  I think that the information, or the information that I have at hand 

certainly doesn't justify this merger.  I agree that it's divided the communities.  40 

I am hearing it both sides as a resident of Wollongong, and as an employee of 

Shellharbour, 'What do you think?  What's going to happen?  Are you going to 

move back to Wollongong?'  And, it's not a good feeling, and there is that 

animosity, and there is that, 'We're getting taken over by Wollongong.'  I'm 
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thinking, 'Well, Wollongong's not a bad place, but I wouldn't like Shellharbour 

to be taken over by it.' 

Facilitator:   That's a minute left. 

Speaker 11:   Thank you.  I'd just like to also point out that Wollongong City has worked very 

hard to get itself on the map:  the international map.  It has an identity as 5 

Wollongong City, which includes all the suburbs of Wollongong.  If the name 

were to change, how are we going to rebrand that entity; that Wollongong City 

entity that is the industry and the university, and all the other things.  At the 

moment, it has an identity.  I think that the council staff needs stability.  We 

both have covered remarkably from a lot of upheaval in the last ten years.  10 
The staff are really really worried by all of this and I've talked to my colleagues 

at Wollongong.  There are people that are concerned about, 'Okay, we're right 

for three years.  What's going to happen after three years?  How am I going to 

pay my mortgage?  What's going to happen to me?  Where am I going to go 

and look for work?' 15 

 There's lots and lots of uneasiness in relation to morale and we think we've 

done all right to recover from losses of council's administrators; all the drama 

that goes with that and I think that this is not good for morale, for mental 

health of the council staff, or for the future of both of our beautiful beautiful 

cities.  Thank you. 20 

(UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE):  Thank you very much. 

Could I ask speaker number 12 to come to the podium, please. 

Speaker 12:   Hello.  My name is ****.  I'm a resident of Farmborough Heights.  I've worked 

in council with Wollongong City Council, I'm a mum and a newbie to 

Wollongong.  I've only been here for ten years.  I felt that after listening this 25 

afternoon and tonight that I might share the views of some of us that actually 

don't think it will be that bad should the merger go ahead.  I know that you 

need to investigate it as the eight areas that have been listed, and whilst I 

certainly support our councillors' submission that we don't need to merge; 

we're quite capable of standing on our own, I think that there are some 30 

benefits to the merger that are addressed in each of those areas. 

 You had different views tonight, particularly about community interest.  I used 

to love shopping in Shellharbour and going to the movies in Shellharbour and 

all those sorts of things.  When I became a councillor I felt like I could not go 

across that bridge and spend my money in that city.  I had to spend it here in 35 

Wollongong.  I'd hate to go back there and be able to go to the movies again 

and shop there again.  I had to boycott Stockland Mall because I had to spend 

it at Wollongong Central.  I think one of the things that we do is we have this 

competition between our cities that really when you talk to the general person 

– when I'm at my kids' local school and talking to them, they don't know that 40 

there's a boundary near the lake.  They just know that you go to Shellharbour, 

Wollongong, you can go through all the way, further up.  

 The arguments about villages, Wollongong is such a diverse city in and of 

itself.  I'm sure this debate went on when Bulli was its own city, and further 
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north, and Helensburgh's been discussed and should that be a part of 

Wollongong and so on.  I think we do have quite a diversity across our city in 

the villages.  We are able, we have staff who are very capable across both 

council areas that will continue to focus on those villages, on those precincts.   

 One of the great advantages that I haven't really heard anybody talk about is 5 

the new development in the West Dapto area and the problems that we have 

now in the Calderwood development, the West Dapto development potentially 

should remerge.  There could be opportunity for there to be some positive 

outcomes in the way that we can relate and work with the State Government 

in relation to those developments.  That's something that I think would be a 10 
benefit. 

 I appreciate this is very very hard for the staff and that is most certainly one of 

the most difficult components of a merger, should it go ahead.  Change is a 

part of life, and unfortunately in Local Government, we haven't seen a great 

deal of change.  Unfortunately, because there hasn’t been ongoing systematic 15 

change over the years, we get to this point where we've got to change this; 

we've got to change that and everything's going to change all at once, and 

that's difficult.  It's difficult for everybody involved.  If there had been 

incremental changes along the way, perhaps a few cities at a time, or a few 

areas as the need arose and so on, that might not have had been such a big 20 

issue. 

 The fact that this room is not full, there weren't, I don't think, in comparison to 

some other rallies that I have seen in Wollongong, the rally on the weekend, I 

don't think there were that many.  I think, unfortunately, a process like this 

doesn't let you hear from the broad variety of people across those cities.  As 25 

I've been going around chatting, most people are saying, 'Yeah.  I've heard 

about that merger.  Does that mean anything to me?'  They don't know the 

impact that it will have on them, and from my analysis of the information that 

I've been provided, I don't believe there will be a great impact on the people of 

Wollongong on their rates; on any of those things, even on the staff to a 30 

certain point.  Over three years, certainly.  Even should the award change, or 

whichever way, the enterprise agreement; however that might be dealt with, 

that will only impact new staff.  It's not going to impact current staff, as I 

understand it. 

 Change is a part of life.  I moved here ten years ago, which was a significant 35 

change in my life; in my family's life and we adapted.  I think that there are 

more and more people like me in my demographic who are moving from 

Sydney and moving to Wollongong, and I think that we can provide some 

greater economic advantages to them through being a combined city.  I think 

the fact that we are combined in the way that we market, we always talk about 40 

Illawarra, Wollongong, it always includes Shellharbour.  We talk about 

Jamberoo, all sorts of places.  We're never just promoting Wollongong 

Central. 

Facilitator:   That's one minute left. 
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Speaker 12:   Thank you.  We, as Wollongong Councillors never just think about our ward 

where we represent.  We are all conscious of what goes on across all of our 

city.  And, I think that that would continue if there was a merger.  I just wanted 

to hear a bit of balance that there are others out there who don't actually think 

this will be dramatically detrimental although we do think Wollongong is quite 5 

capable of standing on its own. 

Facilitator:   Thank you.  That's the final registered speaker.  Now, as you know the 

process is that you do need to register if you would like to speak.  We don't 

have any more registered speakers, so at this particular point in time we're 

going to be here until ten o'clock, so if you would like to stay, you're welcome 10 
to stay, but the reason why we had to be here is to allow the opportunity for 

for other people to come in who might be coming late.  Otherwise, I can see 

lots of people going for their bags.  What we've done in the past is, and I think 

this is important for you all to hear, Mike does have some concluding remarks 

that he can make and he will do it a couple of times over the next couple of 15 

hours.   

 For those that want to leave right now, can I ask Mike to do his concluding 

remarks and then we might do them again in an hour and an hour after that, 

and after that. 

Mike:   I'll know it off by heart by then, Kathy, thank you. 20 

It is important, folks, that I do give you my concluding remarks in this 

evening's public inquiry before people start to wander off, if that's okay.  As 

Kathy says, we will be here till ten o'clock.  If other people arrive, we will give 

them the opportunity to speak and for me to listen to them and I will give my 

concluding remarks again so that everybody that does come tonight does get 25 

the benefit of the whole session, even if they've only been here for part of the 

session. 

 Firstly, I would like to thank all of you for coming along this evening.  Those 

who have taken time to prepare and speak, as well as those of you who have 

come along here tonight to listen and to lend your support you to get more 30 

comments that you might wish to support.  A transcript of tonight's 

proceedings will be generated to provide a formal record of the proceedings.  

That is particularly important for me in undertaking my assessment, preparing 

my report that I do have access to all of the comments that have been made 

in these public inquiries and I'm not relying on limited notes or, my memory. 35 

 Transcripts will be made publicly available at the conclusion of the 

examination and reporting process.  At the end of the process the transcripts 

will be made publicly available.  I'd like to remind everyone that as well as the 

information that speakers have provided this evening, written submissions will 

be one of the most important ways for me to gather information during this 40 

examination process, again a reminder that those submissions close at 

5:00pm Eastern Standard Time on Sunday the 28th of February this year, and 

again, that they can be submitted online through the Council Boundary 

Review website or through Australia Post.  There's a GPO box number that is 
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quoted on that website, which is again, just Councilboundaryreview, one 

word.  If you Google that, I'm sure that the website will come up. 

 Just to remind you that that website does include much more information 

about the merger proposal process more generally, as well as details about 

the specific merger proposal for Shellharbour City Council and Wollongong 5 

City Council.  I'd like to thank Kathy for her support through the course of the 

day.  As we have commented a couple of times, it's at nine o'clock or 

sometimes earlier, depending on where you have to drive from and so, thank 

you Kathy.  Thank you, Scott, and the staff at the front desk.  As you can 

appreciate these things don't happen automatically.  There is a lot of logistic 10 
detail behind them and it's been good for me to feel this strongly supported 

that I am able to just be here and focus on the listening to the views and the 

comments that are made to me, so I do appreciate that support. 

 Very finally, once again, I do thank and appreciation to all of you for coming 

along tonight, indeed, those people that have come along for more than one 15 

session.  I'm starting to recognise some faces in the crowd.  Thank you for 

your persistence as well.  As Kathy indicated, we will be here until ten o'clock 

in case any other people come later.  They will similarly be given an 

opportunity to speak and if indeed there are others to come, I will go through 

my concluding remarks again. 20 

 You are welcome to stay for as long as you like or, up until ten o'clock, or if 

you choose to wander off now, that's more than fine.  I wanted to make sure 

that both of us had the opportunity to go through these concluding comments 

before anyone did decide to head off back home. 

 Thank you very much and we will get back to you shortly depending on what 25 

happens over the course of the next little while.  Thank you. 

END TRANSCRIPT 


