
  1

Council:  

Delegate: Michael Bullen. 

Venue:  

Date: 25 February 2016 

Time: 5:31pm 

 

Michael: Okay. So thanks Paul. Look I'm not going to go through the spiel I went 
through at the public enquiry meeting. 

Speaker 1: No, I'm sure you've done that 100 times. 

Michael: And you were there so you heard that. Really it's over to you for an 5 

opportunity for you to talk through your issues. 

Speaker 1: I'll try not to repeat the same things you've probably heard a 100 times 
because you probably have heard them more than a 100 times. 

Michael: We have, yeah, we're running number 1 in submissions. 

Speaker 1: Really? 10 

Michael: Yeah. 

Speaker 1: In terms of State-wide? 

Michael: Yeah. 

Speaker 1: Wow, that's incredible. That's a really interesting thing because the Northern 
Beaches is often regarded as pretty apathetic but this more than anything I've 15 

seen since – I've lived here all my life. This more than anything I've ever seen 
has really united the community. Which has been really frankly surprising to 
me. I am sure you've heard this statement before, and many people made it 
before, but in seeking to divide us they have united us. Because the place, 
the Northern Beaches can be provoking and there's always been rivalry 20 

between the three LGAs and parochialism can get very silly at times. But this 
has really brought people together in a way that I never would have expected 
and to see the level of attendance at the public meetings. To read the letters 
in the Manly Daily just through the comments in social media. It's been 
absolutely overwhelming. And if Mike Baird and co don't read the writing on 25 

the wall I think they're very, very, silly. 

One of the things that I think they should be very well aware of is the folly of 
making captain’s calls, given the fate of the former prime minister and 
member for Warringah. And this situation very much smacks of a captain's 
call. Because firstly, the government has been very, very overt in trumpeting 30 

the supposed benefits of amalgamation and the advantages of larger 
councils. That's been a very consistent message that we've been hearing 
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through the media and Mike Baird has been making that statement again and 
again. And then when the announcement is made they go against their own 
rhetoric in such an obvious way. Not only have they been trumpeting the 
benefits of the larger councils and amalgamations but there have been 
several reports on the benefits of – and all of the reports as far as I'm aware 5 

clearly recommended in favour of one Northern Beaches council. We've 
heard a lot about the scale and capacity argument and it just seems a no 
brainer that a council approaching 250,000 people is going to meet the scale 
and capacity criteria quite easily. 

So I fail to see any advantage in splitting it in two and making two smaller 10 

councils to the current size of Warringah. It just goes against all of the 
government's rationale for the amalgamations in the first place and makes 
people suspicious of this being some sort of an insider deal or power play at 
work. And I can't see that the premier has provided any cohesive rationale for 
his decision. There hasn't been any explanation provided to the community. 15 

He's talked about cabinet in confidence and stuff like that. But for a 
government that went out of its way to trumpet openness and transparency, 
this process has been very much lacking in that. So and as others have said, 
they've gone against the recommendations of their own commissioned 
reports, including a succession of Boundaries Commission reports that were 20 

commissioned previous to this which all of which also recommended one 
Northern Beaches community. So that's my first reason for favouring one 
Northern Beaches council. 

Secondly, I guess I want to mention the long social and cultural ties that bind 
the Northern Beaches community together. They go back well over 100 25 

years. The European history goes back almost 200 years on the Northern 
Beaches, and the indigenous history obviously goes well beyond that. And 
there is a strong sense of community inter-connectedness and cohesion on 
the Northern Beaches, which is why I think there's been such a strong outcry 
about this and it reaches beyond those parochial boundaries, those LGA 30 

based boundaries and people see that they – people – I think it's just people 
being pushed to this point, it's taken that to make them see that they've got a 
lot more in common than they have that's dividing them and I think this is 
really a once in a lifetime opportunity to unite a community that has got a lot 
of shared history and culture. 35 

And just finally, the one thing I'd say that I think is a real advantage that's 
been – I haven't heard it being spoken about a lot in the public meetings or in 
the media, is the strategic advantages of having one council. Because there 
is an obvious geographical connection within the Northern Beaches, it's a 
geographically bound area and it's a singular peninsular. There are very 40 

limited roads in and out. So it's one geographical area that should be 
managed as one geographical area. I mean up 'til now, to have three councils 
competing for scant resources to manage the area, you know the social, 
environmental infrastructure resources, it's been silly. So it's a rare 
opportunity to have some centralised co-ordinated planning for the – there's 45 

some very precious environmental resources in the area. To have that 
centrally co-ordinated, rather than having three councils competing for 
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resources I think is a really important opportunity. To have social planning, to 
have land use planning and infrastructure planning for the benefit of the entire 
area I think is really, really important and a great opportunity. And having 
worked for Warringah Council for 20 years and having worked closely with 
Manly and Pittwater Councils and to some extent with SHOROC, I've seen 5 

that because the area is regarded as privileged and because it's seen as a 
sort of a – well it's been a blue ribbon Liberal seat for a long time. It's been 
very easy for government to neglect the area in terms of the provision of 
funding and infrastructure. Look at the piss poor public transport in the area. 
The lack of public housing. The list goes on and on and on and I've seen 10 

again and again that the region has been ignored because it's been regarded 
as privileged. 

So I think a unified council representing a population approaching 250,000 
would actually have some political clout and would actually be able to do 
something about getting a fair deal for the people and representing a much 15 

broader cross-section of the population than what councils historically have 
tended to represent. It's not just cashed up property owners living on the 
Northern Beaches. There's a lot of people who are really, really struggling 
and it's a chance for them to have a voice as well. 

So yeah, I think that the strategic advantage is a really important point and I 20 

don't know, maybe reading between the lines maybe that's something the 
State Government is afraid of. I don't know. I know you can't comment on that 
but just reading between the lines.  

And my concluding comment, had I got to speak at the public forum was 
going to be about the folly of making captains calls, so I'll leave it at that. 25 

Michael: I've made a note of captains calls, so thank you. That’s good. 

[BREAK] 

Michael: …for making time and apologies we didn't get through you – through time the 
other night and so on. 

Speaker 2: [indecipherable] 30 

Michael: So basically, what I've been saying to the others who've come in is that I'm 
not going to run through the spiel about what the role is because you were 
there and you've heard it. This is just an opportunity of 5-10 minutes for you 
to run through what you wanted to say on the other evening. 

Speaker 2: Well I mean a lot of what I said is what other people had sort of said. I mean 35 

my biggest concern is the traffic. Because Mike Baird, in the Manly Daily, he's 
never spoken in the Mosman Daily. 

Michael: So you're from Mosman, ****? 

Speaker 2: Yeah. And there was this article in the Manly Daily, on “Have your say on 
boundaries” which I've tried to ring him several times but I can't. In that 40 
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interview with the Manly Daily he said, “Mr Baird said connecting Mosman 
with the beaches was particularly important in terms of transport and creating 
one corridor.” And one corridor is all we've got which is the biggest problem. 
Then it says, “Things like the rat run issue.” Now are you familiar with the rat 
runs in Mosman? 5 

Michael: Not specifically but I understand the concept and I would advise - - - 

Speaker 2: Well I live on the biggest rat run which is through Beauty Point, which in the 
morning is basically, it's opened for three hours – or two and a half hours in 
the morning, purely to alleviate traffic on the Spit Bridge, the main arterial 
road, which is State Government's responsibility. I mean this was in place, it's 10 

been in place 40 years. And it was a temporary measure apparently when it 
was first done. Now, a couple of years ago we tried to get – the residents tried 
to get a trial to get the rat run closed, just to see what would happen and 
everyone on the Northern Beaches supported it. I mean they tried it and it 
was about a week and they said no, no, it's just causing too much traffic build 15 

up back in Brookvale. So closing one road in Mosman or basically back traffic 
up to Brookvale. So they re-opened it. But what is said in the Manly Daily was 
things like the rat run issue, says you've got a capacity to actually think much 
more strategically across all the things we share. Now that's the quote from 
here. 20 

Now the only thing we share with Northern Beaches people are Mosman 
roads. So I've got a huge concern that the rat run – there's going to be more 
roads – I mean they got it in the Daily last week – a green light for rat runners. 
Now I've tried to contact Mr Baird to get clarification of what that actually 
meant, that article, and nothing. I mean he was on Alan Jones a couple of 25 

weeks ago talking about certain points and again he was talking about 
merging benefits all the suburbs that are merging. It benefits everybody on 
the greater council. The only people that are going to benefit from Mosman 
merging with Warringah and Manly, are if they open rat runs. 

I mean if there was a – I think the merger proposal – I mean that one, was 30 

never talked about. It was always Mosman going to merge with North Sydney 
and that up until the 18th December was what residents thought was 
happening. When the mergers were released the Manly one was a bit of a 
shock to everyone. Including – I mean everyone – I'm sure your findings at 
that meeting in Manly – basically nobody wants to merge with Mosman. 35 

Michael: No offence intended. 

Speaker 2: No, but the thing is Mosman, I know everybody says it's got that, you know, 
it's a unique suburb in the fact that we manage to share a border with Manly. 
We share the Spit Bridge, which is pretty much the only thing we share. Had 
we – and what he said there is I strategically think about things we share. 40 

He's basically put the rat run issue, things like the rat run issue. You've got a 
capacity to think much more strategically across all the things we share. I 
mean he's selling assets; he's rebuilding stadiums but it's such a safe Liberal 
seat that there's no money spent on infrastructure in the Northern Beaches. I 
mean there's no train line. There's no – they're talking about this bus rapid 45 
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transport system which he says will be beneficial for everyone. Now that's 
going to happen regardless of who Mosman merge with and I think if we 
merge with North Sydney we stand a greater – because everybody in 
Mosman, from north of you know North Sydney to Warringah, agrees that 
there should be alternative transport, train, whatever, but it's just never going 5 

to happen. It doesn't seem like it. 

Now if they open up rat runs in Mosman, that alleviates the traffic on the Spit 
so in theory we've got another 15 years where it's probably better than it is 
now. But then every road in Mosman will become a rat run. You've only got to 
drive around, there's speed humps everywhere to try and slow down 10 

commuting traffic. Because even though you create these blockages and that, 
Mosman in the morning peak, there's cars weaving everywhere because 
everyone's got a short cut. I mean I'm guilty of it. From where I am I go to 
school at Redlands, I drop my son there and I pretty much, I've got a route 
that I take that is, I find, the best route and it's not on Military Road. 15 

And I think this bus rapid transport system, from what I understand, is going 
to be 24 hour clearways and it's a bus only lane in each direction. Then that 
actually limits the amount – the capacity for cars to use that lane at other 
times outside peak times. So that lane becomes – so it looks like the traffic's 
going to be worse in Mosman anyway and from what is said in here and 20 

things said in the paper and all in Northern Beaches papers, nothing in the 
Mosman Daily. So no resident has been able to get any clarification about it. 
So my biggest fear is the roads. 

Also the possibility that rezoning land – I mean there's a lot of land in 
Mosman. I think they've got a certain height you can build to which is different 25 

in Warringah and Mosman could be – I mean there was this article, you know, 
they've just spent $120,000 on repairs to a 600 metre stretch of Middle Head 
to Georges Head walking track. Now things like that aren't going to get done 
with a council with the main representation in the Northern Beaches, 
wherever it is. I mean Warringah was already a big enough Council before 30 

they divided it. And I mean the Mayor of Warringah, when he got up and 
spoke he said Mosman, he didn't want – you know he felt sorry for people in 
Mosman and he didn’t want to deal with a car park in Manly and all these 
other things. So he's purely – the only thing he's concerned about is 
Warringah residents. And I think that a council made up of predominantly 35 

Warringah people will – you know, Mosman's got no representation. 

I just – I don't know. I mean, I moved to Mosman and I got – I went north of 
the Spit and my reason for stopping at Mosman was the traffic. The Spit. 
Everyone over there complains about it but they've moved there. It's like 
moving near the airport and then complaining about the noise. But I just feel 40 

that this merger will impact Mosman greatly. I think if there was a forced 
merger, North Sydney, yeah. But not Manly. I am sure you've heard that. 

I mean there's a lot of other things, you know, there's a lot of volunteers and 
stuff. But if you walk around the foreshore and everything, once a piece of 
land degenerates past a certain point, it's rezoned and then the developers 45 
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will have a field day. And I mean Mosman is quite different to Manly. I mean I 
think the infrastructure on the Northern Beaches is something that needs to 
be addressed and all this merging councils is not helping. There's the 
population boom for the Northern Beaches. The government's plan over the 
next ten years is another 25% population growth. I mean where are these 5 

people – you know, how are they going to get around? And I mean, 
Warriewood Valley used to be market gardens. You know, it's all Meriton 
units and if that happens round here it's just – so I'm sure you've heard similar 
stories. 

Michael: Yes, we have a large number of submissions. 10 

Speaker 2: Yeah. Well that's basically my concern is the traffic is the biggest thing and I 
don't know, Mike Baird – and then he talks about four years of consultation. 
Now I've been involved with Council and I've heard nothing about merging 
with Manly until the 18th December when it came out. So we were all – there 
was a vote at council prior to that and there was only 6% said Manly and 17% 15 

said North Sydney but it was all – nearly 80% said no merger. And Mosman 
Council, from what I'm aware, is financial. The only reason it didn't meet this 
Fit for the Future is the scale and capacity which pretty much most councils 
failed. Even Sydney City failed it but they're left to stand alone so there can 
be exceptions. Let's hope Mosman becomes one. 20 

Michael: Okay, thank you. 

Speaker 2: Anyway, thank you. 

Michael: Thanks for making the time. 

Speaker 2: No, no. Thanks for seeing us. 

END TRANSCRIPT 25 

 

 


