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Council: Manly 

Delegate: Michael Bullen 

Venue: Manly Golf Club 

Date: 2 February 2016 

Time: 1:00pm 

 

Facilitator: My name is ****.  I’ll be assisting to facilitate today.  Can I ask you if you 

haven’t already signed in, if you’re a speaker or you’re just an attendee, can I 

get you to go and sign in at the front, please? 

 All the usual kind of things.  If you’ve got a mobile phone can I ask you to turn 5 

it off.  It’s something we always forget.  A little bit of house-keeping.  The 

toilets are down the back.  You go through the back door just to the right of 

the bar.  In the event of an emergency situation we’re asking you to go out 

that back door there to the left and I believe the fire warden’s asked us to 

group down the putting green.  I hope that doesn’t occur.  I don’t think the golf 10 

course would like their putting green trampled.   

 Now, let me introduce Michael Bullen.  Michael’s the delegate.  Michael’s 

going to run you through how today’s going to work and give you a little of an 

over view of his role.  Michael. 

Michael: We might just wait until one o’clock.  Yeah.   15 

Facilitator: Okay. 

Michael: Just to make sure that everybody gets here on time.   

Facilitator: Sorry, ladies and gentlemen, we’ll just wait till one o’clock as the formal 

process requires.   

 Ladies and gentlemen, there are a few seats here at the front and scattered 20 

through.  There’s been a great deal of interest.  We’ll do our best to get a seat 

for everybody.  Just before we start there’s some seats up here for the first 

five speakers.  So, if you’re number one to five please there’s a seat up here 

for you and that will allow us to get you quickly to the microphone when we’re 

about to start. 25 

Male: May I ask a question? I’ve been involved in Local Government around this 

area for about 50 years and I’ve never seen a gathering as representative as 

this.  It’s extremely large.  Is there going to be three questions put to the 

audience, the representatives of this community, about the three 

propositions? Whether against the amalgamation, whether for this proposition 30 

or in favour of the Northern Beaches Council. 

Facilitator: Yeah.  I might let Michael talk about how today’s process will work.  And, 

Michael, we’re right on one o’clock now if you’d like to start. 
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Michael: Thanks, ****.  Firstly, as **** already said my name’s Michael Bullen and I’ve 

been delegated by the acting chief executive of the office of local – okay.  I’ll 

start again.  Thanks, **** for those.   

 My name is Michael Bullen and I’ve been delegated by the acting chief 

executive of the office of Local Government to act as the delegate to hold an 5 

enquiry into the merger proposal for the merging of Mosman, Manly and part 

of Warringah.  I’ll run through a PowerPoint presentation outlining the 

procedures for today and the process that has to be followed.   

 The main purpose of the enquiry is for me to hear information from the 

community and from the public as to their views on the proposal.  We will not 10 
be posing questions and calling for a vote during the course of the afternoon.   

 Can I just first commence by acknowledging the custodians of the land upon 

which we stand and acknowledge their elders past and present.   

 Now, I just want to run through the proposal and then hopefully we can 

smoothly work through the rest of the day because I think we have a very full 15 

program and it will take a while for us to get through it all.   

 Unfortunately, I normally don’t do these PowerPoint presentations but I’m 

going to read out the words that are on there so people understand.  Also, 

people who can see it can hear what’s there.   

 Firstly, this public enquiry is being conducted in accordance with section 263 20 

of the Local Government Act 1993.  As I’ve already mentioned it’s a proposal 

for a merger between Mosman, Manly and part of Warringah.  The main 

purpose of this public enquiry is to provide members of the public with an 

opportunity to provide their views on the proposal directly to me as the 

delegate.  The details of the examination and reporting process can be found 25 

at the website www.councilboundaryreview.nsw.gov.au.   

 My role is to examine and report on the proposal that has been referred to the 

acting chief executive of the office of Local Government by the minister for 

Local Government under section 218F (1) of the act.  My role is an impartial 

role and I operate independently of all of the other proposals that are being 30 

conducted at the moment.   

 In accordance with the role I have to conduct a public enquiry, call for written 

submissions and prepare a report on the proposal having due regard for the 

factors listed in section 263(3) of the Act.  And, the factors that have to be 

considered are the financial advantages or disadvantage of the proposal to 35 

residence and rate payers of the areas concerned, the community of interest 

and geographic cohesion in the existing areas and in any proposed new area, 

existing historical and traditional values in the existing areas and the impact of 

change on them, the attitude of residents and rate payers of the area 

concerned, the requirements of the area concerned in relation to elective 40 

representation for residents and rate payers at the local level, the desirable 

and appropriate relationship between elected representatives and rate payers 
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and residents and other matters considered relevant in relation to past and 

future patterns of elected representation. 

Female: Will this be available somewhere online? 

Michael: Yes.  So, this will all be available on the website.  The impact of the proposal 

on the ability of the council to provide adequate, equitable and appropriate 5 

services and facilities, the impact of the proposal on the employment of the 

staff by the council, the impact of the proposal on any rural communities in the 

resulting area, the desirability or otherwise of dividing the resulting area into 

wards, the need to ensure the opinions of each of the diverse communities of 

the resulting area or areas are effectively represented and, finally, any other 10 
factors relevant to the provision of efficient and effective Local Government in 

the existing and proposed new areas.   

 At the conclusion of the examination process my report will go to the Minister 

and the Boundaries Commission.  The Boundaries Commission will review 

and provide comment on the report and provide these comments to the 15 

Minister for Local Government.  The Minister will then consider the report 

together with any comments from the Boundaries Commission and may or 

may not recommend to the Governor of New South Wales that the proposed 

merger be implanted with or without modification.   

 As I’ve already said my duty today as the delegate is to listen to all speakers 20 

and to consider the issues they raise along with other material gathered 

throughout the course of the examination process in preparation of my final 

report.  I do not have the power to resolve specific issues or complaints about 

the proposal or Local Government reform process to date.   

 And, just to make sure that people are aware the area is shown down there.  25 

To show that’s there.  It was a map of the proposed merger area.   

Male: [indecipherable]. 

Michael: Yes, there are some copies.  ****, copies of the merger proposal? 

Male: Yes.   

Michael: They’re out the front of the registration. 30 

Female: There’s none there. 

Male: Have they all gone? 

Michael: Okay. 

Male: Okay. 

Female: They’ve run out.   35 

Michael: All right.  When we start we’ll keep that map up so that people can see the 

map of the proposed area.  People are encouraged to provide your views on 
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the merger proposal by making a written submission, written submissions 

close at 5:00pm on Sunday, the 28th of February 2016, to the website address 

Council Boundary Review, GPO Box 5341, Sydney, New South Wales 2001. 

Male: Can you repeat that? 

Michael: Okay.  The submissions can be made on the website to 5 

councilboundaryreview.nsw.gov.au or by mail to the Council Boundary 

Review, GPO Box 5341, Sydney, New South Wales 2001. 

 As I’ve mentioned submissions are encouraged to focus on one or more of 

the factors listed in section 263 of the Local Government Act.  All written 

submissions will be published at the end of the proposal examination process 10 

unless submissions are marked confidential from people.   

 Before we move to call the first speaker who will be the Mayor of Manly, Jean 

Hay.  Can I just run through a couple of procedural matters as we work 

through today? Because, we have a full number of speakers and we want to 

make sure that we can officially work through that as quickly as possible 15 

today.   

 A couple of comments.  We’ve received over 500 submissions to date in 

relation to this.  There a couple of themes and issues that have come through 

in relation to those submissions.  Clearly some are in favour, clearly some are 

against the proposal.  Some submissions in relation to a single northern 20 

beaches council, some issues around potential impact on rates, issues in 

relation to the desirability or otherwise of single parking permits and what the 

changes may mean for those sorts of circumstances and so on.   

 So, trying to manage the time today we’re looking to work through this as 

efficiently as possible.  What we would like to make sure today that people 25 

have every opportunity to come up and present their views.  We’re going to try 

and manage the time in around about three minutes per speaker.  As I’ve said 

there is the opportunity for people to make both a verbal presentation today 

as well as make a written submission and both of those will be taken into 

account in the final report.   30 

 **** will hold up a sign with about one minute to go to make sure that we can 

move through time.  Then we will see how we’re tracking during the course of 

the day and just monitor things as we go.  I think that might just about wrap it 

up. 

Male: Can I ask a question? 35 

Michael: Yes. 

Male: How many speakers are registered today? 

Michael: It’s around about 60 speakers or so that have registered.  I have a list.  I don’t 

have that number in the back of my mind at the moment.   
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 The final housekeeping matter I want to touch on today is that the 

presentations and the speakers today there will be an audio recording made 

of the speakers today.  Please note that anyone who makes a submission to 

this enquiry will have their voice recorded.  The purposes for which this 

information is being collected in this enquiry are for the purpose for which the 5 

information is to be used.  In particular information for me to be able compile 

my report including subsequent review by the delegate and this information 

will be transcribed and published on the Council Boundary Review website 

either in audio form or as a transcript.   

 The recipients of the information are any of members of the public who wish 10 
to access the website and the provision of the information by way of 

submission to the enquiry is voluntary.   

 Any person who doesn’t wish to be sound recorded is invited to make a 

written submission.  Individuals have the right of access to and correction of 

the information that’s recorded today.  The information will be held by the 15 

Department of Premier and Cabinet, 52 Martin Place, Sydney, New South 

Wales 2001.   

  To respect the privacy of attendee’s audio video or photos of the public 

enquiry can’t be made without specifically coming and talking to me about that 

task.  I would add also that it may be that the media will arrive at some point 20 

during the course of the day and hopefully that won’t be disruptive to the 

process.   

 With that as an introduction we might call the first speaker.  I’ll hand over to 

**** to start working through the speakers.  Thank you. 

Facilitator: All right.  Ladies and gentlemen, thanks for your patience.  We had a bit over 25 

70 registered speakers but of course people have come and they’ve 

registered on the day.  Hence why Michael was still trying to find those 

numbers.  Not everybody who registered has actually signed in at the front 

desk.  So, we said three to five minutes.  We’ve got a large number of 

speakers.  We’re going to start at three and try and get through as many of 30 

the speakers as we possibly can.  You’ll appreciate there’s a lot of interest.  

There’s a lot of people in the room.   

 As Michael said when you’ve got about a minute to go I’ll put up the sign.  I’ll 

try not to disrupt your stream of thought as much as I can.   

 When you come up to speak I will ask you to tell us your name, if you’re from 35 

an organisation and which LGA you reside in.  I’ll ask you to speak into the 

mic as you can hear it makes it a lot easier to hear.   

 We’re going to start with the Mayor of Manly.  The Mayor has 15 minutes.   

 The longer it takes to get started the less people we get to.  I ask you to sit 

patiently.   40 
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Jean: Perhaps you should mention that the Mayors of Mosman and Warringah will 

also be given 15 minutes when they address tonight.  We are representing 

Councillors and the Council.  That’s why we were told that we could have up 

to 15 minutes.   

 Mr Bullen, my fellow colleagues from Mosman, Manly, Warringah Councils, 5 

ladies and gentlemen, while Manly Council supports the consideration of the 

proposed merger between itself, Mosman Municipal Council and part of 

Warringah Council by the Office of Local Government and Boundaries 

Commission its first preference is to remain independent. 

 Manly Council has a long proud history and was incorporated as a Local 10 
Government body on the 6th of January 1877.  At that time, it was well known 

as a seaside resort and seven miles from Sydney.  I don’t think perhaps we 

can say it’s a thousand miles from care at the moment.   

 Today it is a place where the natural environment and heritage sustain and 

compliment a vibrant cosmopolitan and community lifestyle.   15 

 Manly is distinguished internationally for its heritage, culture and environment.  

It will always draw people from around the world to its shores.   

 Manly Council supports the proper consideration of the merger proposal 

including this community consultation.  We will ensure that any structural 

change is in the best interest of the future Manly community and the proposed 20 

new Council.   

 New South Wales government policy is to reduce the number of councils in 

metropolitan Sydney from 43 to 25.  We have no alternative but to consider 

this proposal.  This proposal is in line with Manly Council’s preferences for the 

future of its community and financial research undertaken to date.   25 

 We understand that if the merger proposal is successful and a new council 

proclaimed for the new area to be defined that Manly, Mossman and 

Warringah Councils will cease to be.   

 I would like to re-iterate that because I think there has been a little bit of a 

misunderstanding in the community having read the numerous letters that 30 
have been in the Manly Daily.  I think there seems to be this perception that 

Manly Council is actually taking over Mosman and the southern part of 

Warringah.  I can assure you that is not true.  We’re going too.  Manly Council 

will be no more.  Mossman will be no more and Warringah and Pittwater won’t 

be no more.  There will be two completely new councils representing those 35 

areas.   

 Manly Council’s adopted Fit for the Future position was resolved at its 

extraordinary meeting of Monday, 22nd of June 2015 and was to, one, remain 

independent.  Two, reject the recommendation of the independent Local 

Government review panel for one mega council on the northern beaches.  40 

Three, submit Council’s improvement proposal and business case to remain a 

standalone Manly Council.  Four, provide IPART with a test case the two 
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councils of equal size on the northern beaches and ask the government to 

demonstrate and prove to the community of Manly how such an option will 

result in an overall reduction in rates in the long term, improve local 

infrastructure and council services, enhance environmental management and 

most important of all how it will advance the democratic and community 5 

interest of our residents. 

 We agree that reform of Local Government, particularly financing and funding 

is long overdue, and Fit for the Future reforms proposed generally are 

sensible.   

 Manly council continues to provide that it punches above its weight.  It is 10 
financially sustainably unlike many New South Wales Councils.  It delivers on 

capital and community projects for its community and has never had to apply 

for a special rate variation to do what is needed.  Treasury Corporation in 

2013 found that Manly Council had a sound financial sustainability ratio within 

the top 23 percent of councils in New South Wales and had a neutral outlook.  15 

In deed IPART’s October 2015 report found that Manly Council was financially 

sustainable and fit.  According to IPART though we lack scale and strategic 

capacity.  We have questioned IPART’s methodology, rational and reporting.   

 The regional collaboration through SHOROC during the last 20 years, which 

of course are the four councils, Mosman, Manly, Warringah and Pittwater, has 20 

been outstanding.  It has delivered on health, infrastructure, the environment, 

regional projects and working with the State Government.  We do not lack 

scale.  We work with our regional neighbours and we will continue to work 

together in the future.   

 We can further enhance this regions ability to provide housing and 25 

employment opportunities for our community whether we are merged together 

or not.   

 Since IPART’s report there have been the following developments.  Manly 

council was required to consider a merger and provide an obligatory 50-word 

online submission to the office of Local Government on the 18th of November 30 

2015 stating it’s three merger proposal preferences.  Then we had Minister 

Paul Toole’s announcement on the 18th of December that a merger proposal 

between Manly, Mosman and the southern part of the Warringah councils.  

We are now considering this as is required.   

 We do not propose any changes to the merger proposal.  We believe that the 35 

proposal if transitioned properly will deliver benefits for our community.  These 

include financial, environmental, community services and infrastructure 

delivery.   

 We raise the following points in this submission.  One, Manly council has 

comprehensively assessed all possible amalgamation options with 40 

neighbouring councils as part of the State Governments Fit for the Future 

program.   
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 Two, as part of this process Council together with industry experts KPMG 

meticulously looked at every financial, social, strategic and practical 

implication a council merger might have on our bottom line and our 

community.  While Manly Council is fit for the future and financially 

sustainable in all ratios and performance measures without needing to merge 5 

and Council decided that remaining independent was the best outcome for the 

community.  This is not an option at present for the New South Wales 

government.   

 This merger proposal is in line with our submission to date to the New South 

Wales government and research undertaken with the community.   10 

 Manly has considered and consulted its community on two possible options 

as part of its Fit for the Future process.  These were the one single council on 

the northern beaches and two councils of similar population size.   

 During this consultation Council found that the Manly community’s clear 

preference out of the two forced merger options was to have two councils of 15 

equal population.  The current merger proposal while in theory are to remain 

independent is consistent with council’s Fit for the Future submission and 

KPMG report of April 2015.   

 The current merger proposal is consistent with Council’s third preference 

submitted to the Office of Local Government as required on the 18th of 20 

November 2015.  However, Council’s first preference was no merger.   

 Sydney’s northern beaches region is home to over 250,000 people across an 

area of 163 square kilometres.  We enjoy a relaxed yet prosperous lifestyle.  

However, the demographics show that the communities of interest of 

residents in the south are measurable different to those in the north.   25 

 There may be many benefits merging Manly with Mosman and the southern 

part of Warringah Council.  However, the community will need time to 

understand and be properly consulted about the implications of the merger 

and what this will mean for services that they rely on and we deliver.  These 

include child care, aged services, transport, environmental protection, 30 

garbage cleansing and infrastructure services.  It is critically important that 

change is transitioned gradually to ensure stable corporate and workforce 

services.   

 The merger proposal as prepared by the New South Wales government and 

KPMG supporting documentation states that some of the future benefits are 35 

as follows.  Estimated $72 million nett financial benefits over a 20-year period 

that will deliver better community services, enhance infrastructure and lower 

rates.  Possible 47 million in nett financial savings over 20 years, possible 

council performance improvements by 38 percent in annual operating terms 

within ten years, similar communities of interest, complementary 40 

demographics in each area, greater local potential control of environmental 

assets, greater opportunities for regional political leadership and 

representation to the New South Wales and federal governments.  

Opportunities for savings and back office functions with Council’s better 
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management of council’s operations.  Sustainable financial ratios and 

operations and well managed assets with lower infrastructure backlogs.   

 This report and research accords with Manly Council’s track record as 

demonstrated in its TCORP report, IPART assessment, annual reports and 

KPMG research as part of Council’s Fit for the Future submission.   5 

 There are substantial financial and community of interest future benefits and 

savings from the creation of a new council.  However, despite all the benefits 

we understand that the new council will comprise a new region and that the 

existing councils, including Manly, will cease to be and disappear.  The loss of 

these Council’s, their proud history and independence is required by the New 10 
South Wales government to enable forward strategic and co-ordinated 

regional planning for future metropolitan Sydney.  Thank you. 

Facilitator: Thank you, Mayor.  I call on speaker number two.   

Speaker 2: Sorry, I apologise but I’m having my back to you.  My name’s ****.  I reside in 

Allambie Heights in the Warringah Local Government area.  I speak as 15 

president of the Manly, Warringah and Pittwater Historical Society founded in 

1924 to encourage the study of history on the peninsular and encompassing 

area from Barrenjoey to Killarney Heights and from Cottage Point to North 

Head.   

 We support the establishment of a northern beaches council which covers 20 

that area.  If the New South Wales government does not wish to create 

northern beaches council, then we advocate the status quo of the present 

three councils excluding any addition or part of the Mosman Local 

Government area.   

 I submit a Local Government area should have a character which all of its 25 

constituents can identify.  Important part of this character is the history of the 

area.  That history had been partly determined by the [indecipherable] landfall 

which is an area bounded by Middle Harbour, Broken Bay, the Pacific Ocean, 

Sydney Harbour.   

 The transport difficulties of northern beaches and its three main road arteries 30 

have been a significant factor in the history of the northern beaches.  The Spit 

has been an icon broader part of our area.  Mosman has played very little part 

in the history of the northern beaches and it certainly has not been seen as 

providing an element of that character of the northern beaches.   

 The history of the northern beaches from the 1850’s saw the Manly Village 35 

Centre as the capital of the northern beaches with areas such as Frenchs 

Forest, Ingleside, Newport and Palm Beach as outlying towns or suburbs.  

Primarily involved in primary industries such as fishing, orchards and the 

raising of livestock and poultry.   

 The highpoint of Manly’s position on the northern beaches reached in the 40 

1930’s and from 1950’s on the northern beaches experienced significant 

residential and commercial development.   
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 The various metropolitan strategy documents issued by the New South Wales 

government recognise this development of the regional centre of the northern 

beaches was determined as Brookvale Dee Why.  In no way did their strategy 

documents recognise Mosman as part of this metropolitan region.   

 We now have a hierarchy as seen as across the northern beaches.  For 5 

example, the Glen Street Theatre is the regional centre for performing arts on 

the northern beaches with various other smaller venues across the region.  

Stony Range Regional Botanic Garden performs a similar role for botanical 

gardens.  The Manly Art Gallery and Museum is the regional centre for 

graphic arts.  Again, Mosman has its own centres which are not considered as 10 
part of the regional centres for the northern beaches.   

 In the community directory where 51 organisations proclaim the northern 

beaches identity.  There is a vastly greater number of clubs and organisations 

calling themselves Manly Warringah denoting the coverage of whole 

peninsular.  The Manly Warringah Rugby League Club established in 1947 is 15 

but one example.  Practically none of these organisations include Mosman 

with their area.   

 The northern beaches have seen the significant contribution from the migrant 

groups that have come in this country.  After the second world war it was the 

Italians, Dutch and Yugoslavs.  In the 1970’s it was Vietnamese and 20 

Polynesians.  Lately it has been the Nepalese.  In no way has this experience 

been replicated in Mosman.   

Facilitator: ****, that’s three minutes you’ve been so far, mate. 

Speaker 2: All right.  I will submit the Local Government boundary should build on a 

shared identity area as the northern beaches [indecipherable] proposed. 25 

Facilitator: Okay. 

Speaker 2: People have a shared experience - - - 

Facilitator: ****, that’s - - - 

Speaker 2: I’m sorry you told me actually I had five minutes. 

Facilitator: No.  We said we had three minutes. 30 

Speaker 2: Which is so apparent in the northern beaches government should capitalise 

on the shore history.  When people can identify with an area [indecipherable] 

in this country can achieve a status and growth potential that enable Local 

Government to be a strong part of a Federal system. 

Facilitator: Okay.  I’m going to have to stop you, ****. 35 

Speaker 2:  The Local Government agenda is - - - 
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Facilitator: I’m sorry.  Every time someone goes over by a minute and half that’s another 

speaker that doesn’t get to speak.  We’re on three minutes because we’ve got 

85 speakers.  Okay.   

 Ladies and gentlemen, where’s speaker number three? Is speaker number 

three here? Okay.  Speaker number four.  Thank you very much.  The mic is 5 

just there.  You can stand up or sit.  It’s up to you. 

Bob: Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen.  My name’s Bob Giltinan.  I’m about to 

start my eighth year as a Councillor with Warringah.  Thank you.  Firstly, let 

me say I do not have a legal bone in my body.  I’m an old tennis player and 

that’s it.   10 

 My first vote was for us to say as we were.  Warringah, Manly and Pittwater.  I 

still have that view.  We were all able to stand on our own.  My next choice 

was to have a northern beaches council.  It hasn’t happened and we’re here 

today and I understand why you’re all here and me, as all of you, would like 

that to happen.  And, I hope it does.  I’m not optimistic that that will happen 15 

but I hope it does.   

 Secondly, as I say I’m definitely against the decision that’s been made here 

and I find it hard to say that because if there’s one politician that I have 100 

percent respect it is Michael Baird.  I don’t say that lightly.  I say that because 

I was privy to a conversation that he didn’t know I was in the room next to him 20 

when he was running – before I knew Mike Baird.  He was running to be the 

local member for Manly.   

 It went like this.  There was a chap trying to help him to be the Mayor then 

and he said, “Look, I’ve got some real dirt on this fellow.  We’ve only got to put 

it in the paper and this guy’s out of the running.” And, Michael Baird’s reply 25 

was, “If I have to get down to the gutter with politicians like that I will not be a 

politician.” And, I thought that was the first thing I’d heard Mike Baird ever say 

and that’s why I have great respect for the man.   

 One thing I’ve never been able to get through my head is this.  Warringah 

Council came in at one stage – 94 percent of the people at Warringah were 30 

happy with their council laws and the council staff.  Which is if that’s true that’s 

a pretty decent sort of a record.  What I can’t get through my head after this 

happen the next thing came out that Warringah residence voted 74 percent 

that they wanted to combine.  That’s something I’ve never been able to get 

through my head.  That 94 percent are saying that they’re happy and then the 35 

next thing came out that 74 percent of us wanted to combine.  Now, that’s the 

information went to Mike Baird.  I think that’s a lot to do with why we’re sitting 

here today.   

 The council said they did a pole and 74 percent of people said they wanted to 

unite.  I don’t know how many but as I say and I’ve always said, “If you want 40 

to get a result that you want you [indecipherable].”  

 Look, there’s people that have been saying that there’s a few of the 

Councillors at Warringah that want this to happen.  There’s not one Councillor 
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I can assure on Warringah that wants this result.  And, I’m standing here I’m 

not politician.  I’m just an old tennis player.  And, that’s it. 

Facilitator: That’s three minutes, Councillor. 

Bob: Yeah.  Okay.  I’ll finish up.  I am with you and I keep the good fight and 

hopefully you’ll win the fight. 5 

Facilitator: Thank you.  Ladies and gentlemen, I’m going to call speaker number five.  As 

I do can I ask speakers six through ten to come forward.  If you’re sitting in a 

speaking seat here can I ask you find somewhere else to sit so the new 

speakers can come forward. 

Candy: Thank you.  Hello everybody, Mr Bullen, ladies and gentlemen.  Thank you for 10 
being here today.  My name’s Candy Bingham.  I’m the president of the 

Goods Humanity Association and I’m also a Councillor on Manly Council.   

 First of all, let me say one thing.  There might be a misconception that only 

Warringah are against this split.  That is not true.  A large number of Manly 

people are absolutely perturbed and concerned.  We do not support this.   15 

 The first option good for Manly, as councils option is, is to stay alone.  But, 

also we recognise that that may not happen.  But, here’s the thing.  We’re not 

convinced, as I’m sure most of you are, that most of the assumptions are 

actually right with this proposal.  You’ll hear from much better qualified people 

than I later on about this.  But, what really struck me was this ridiculous figure 20 

that we’re going to save $47 million in 20 years.  Big deal.  $2.3 million or one 

percent of the operating budget.  I’m sorry if we haven’t got a decent general 

manager who can’t achieve that over 20 years we should all go home.   

 The proposal actually divides the community of interest.  And, again, we’ll 

hear from people from the sporting groups who can speak much better than I 25 

can about that.  That is a major concern.  The other thing that is a major 

concern for me is nobody has seen the full KPMG report.  I was at the 

SHOROC meeting – sorry, don’t take up my time with clapping although I do 

appreciate it.  I was at the Save Our Councils meeting on Saturday.  There 

were about 400 councils there from all over New South Wales.  David 30 

Shoebridge from the Greens confirmed he had contacted the office of Local 

Government and was told they don’t have a copy of the KPMG report.  He 

contacted the Minister’s office and was told they don’t have a copy of the 

KPMG report.  So, how the heck are we, the community, supposed to really 

assess whether these assumptions are right if we haven’t got access to the 35 

KPMG report.   

 The final thing I want to say is this.  I don’t believe that locals will be 

represented in this new format.  Manly will be divided amongst two wards 

most likely.  Twenty thousand people representing two wards of a hundred 

and fifty thousand people.  That is not local representation.  My concern is this 40 

is going to be taken over.  The political leadership will be the major political 

parties.  It’s going to be impossible for independents to even afford to stand or 

to have a stand.   
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 So, what’s good for Manly we believe standalone.  We don’t support this 

proposal.  We question the assumptions.  If worse comes to worse, we 

support the one northern beaches council and we request a plebiscite. 

Facilitator: Thank you.  Thank you very much.  Just a reminder people, if you can, to 

address the delegate.  Ultimately he’s the one that’s here to listen.  I know the 5 

rest of you are too.  Speaker number six, please.  Have we got speaker 

number six? Okay.  Speaker number seven.  Speaker number eight.  Speaker 

number nine.  Thank you very much. 

Speaker 9: **** is my name and I live in Warringah.  I’ve lived in Warringah for 50 years 

this year and I’m very proud of Warringah.  Now, I’ll try and be as quick as I 10 
can because I really listened to **** and **** has got more background in 

being in Manly Warringah than I have.   

I’ve been involved in sport in this area for over 40 years and particularly with dealing with 

Manly, Warringah and even Pittwater Councils.  I know how difficult it is when 

sports disapprove and councils disagree.  It becomes more and more difficult 15 

the more people get involved in making a settlement for the whole of the area.   

 Now, as Jim mentioned Manly Warringah Cricket Association which I’m a 

member of was formed in 1920.  Then it goes on.  Manly Warringah Rugby 

League 1932, Manly Warringah Soccer 1948, Manly Netball I think 1966, 

softball, baseball.  Everything was Manly Warringah.  But, then we formed 20 

Pittwater and we’ve got a new identity now which when I put my submission in 

I pushed for one united Manly Warringah where we are all proud of being 

Manly Warringah.  We were united under Manly Warringah.  Unfortunately, 

this has been a quick political debate and I realise that I’m going to have to 

sacrifice Manly Warringah for the northern beaches.   25 

 I followed the articles in the Manly Daily since this thing started and one of the 

things that’s come through loud and clear that this particular proposal that 

you’re looking at is complete and utter dud.  It’s a dud.  It is a dud.  Now, we 

saw in the Manly Daily on the weekend the Premier told us what we all 

thought.  A few Councillors and supports at Manly and a few in Pittwater got 30 

together - - - 

Facilitator: One minute. 

Speaker 9: - - - and thought this was a good idea.  Now, they’re the people we should be 

asking, ‘Can you see it’s not a good idea and can you go to Mr Baird and say, 

‘Let’s go back to where we were and start all over again.’ And, that’s all I 35 

really wanted to say.   

 This idea was done politically and it’s got to be reversed politically and let’s 

start again and we can reunite the community as one northern beaches or 

one Manly Warringah.  Thank you. 

Facilitator: Thank you very much.   40 

Cathy: Speeding it up.  I’m number ten. 
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Facilitator: Okay. 

Cathy: I’m Cathy Griffin.  I’m a Councillor on Manly Council, a rate payer of Manly for 

the last 35 years and I’m also a member of the New South Wales Greens 

which I would like to say that is probably a community of interest.   

Mr Delegate, I see myself as an advocate for the Commonwealth.  That’s the public domain.  5 

That’s what we all own.  My perspective comes from that area of the 

environment.  The current boundaries are largely based on geographic and 

topographic area.  We heard that from our history expert.  They’re clearly 

marked by historic landmarks and land forms which are interpreted by the 

current individual councils using specific local colours and signage and Manly 10 
has its corporate colours embedded in the public domain furniture, signage 

etcetera, which you will see in our Local Government area, along our beaches 

and in our sign posts.  Warringah has theirs.  Mosman has theirs.   

 There’s no doubt Local Government needs reform but boundary changes is a 

dishonest way to achieve that reform.   15 

 To address the specific considerations of a section 263, the financial.  As far 

as I can work there is no significant financial benefit to rate payers, residents 

or visitors of Manly in this current proposal.  The promised funds would have 

been better spent on services or infrastructure that directly benefits any 

residents or rate payers.  Research internationally suggests that mergers and 20 

amalgamations are not successful and do not achieve the ultimate aim of 

financial savings.  I can provide you with that. 

 Others will speak on the specifics of the financials but I’d like to draw your 

attention to one specific area and that’s the section 94 contributions.  

Developers, people who put in DA’s in Warringah and in Manly contribute 25 

money to then service and provide infrastructure and services in their - - - 

Facilitator: One minute. 

Cathy: - - - local area.  Warringah collects its section 94s based on a percentage.  

One percent of the total value of whatever the development is.  Manly has a 

different collection regime which maxes out at $20,000.  You can look at the 30 

specifics and I suggest that you research that.  One of the outcomes of that is 

that it has resulted in high-rise versus low rise and it has actually determined 

the built environment and characteristics of the two very different Local 

Government areas.  You can see that in the developments down around Dee 

Why and what we don’t have in Manly.  I think that that’s an important thing 35 

that will be difficult to be harmonised.   

 Manly Council has not sought a special rate variation.  We collect an 

environment levy.  That collects over the last ten years $1 million per year. 

Facilitator: That’s three minutes. 
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Cathy: It specifically funds very Manly specific environmental projects.  Our 

endangered species, our penguins and our bandicoots.  That is not in the 

Warringah area and we will lose that if we merge under this current proposal.   

 It also funds the Burnt Bridge rehabilitation which is the boarder of Warringah 

and the boundary changes will not increase the funding to that project. 5 

Facilitator: Councillor, can I ask you to wrap it up, please. 

Cathy: I’d like to ask for another minute. 

Facilitator: Sorry, Councillor, everyone has three minutes. 

Cathy: The community interest. 

Facilitator: I’m asking you to leave the lectern, please.  Everybody has three minutes.  10 
That’s the way the process is set up. 

Cathy: The process.  Now, I think that that’s unfair that people can’t actually speak 

about the facts and address the issues that Mr Delegate has asked us to 

address.   

Facilitator: Anything that you can’t cover today you can cover in writing. 15 

Cathy: Other people will address the KPMG report.   

Facilitator: Okay.  Have we got speaker number 11? And, for those speakers 11 through 

15 can I get you to come to the seats at the front, please? Speaker number 

11.  Speaker number 12.  Okay.  Speaker number 13, please.  Thank you 

very much.  And, just a reminder, please, address the delegate. 20 

Speaker 13: My name’s ****.  I’m a resident of Mosman and I’m also a Mosman volunteer.   

 The first thing I want to talk about is what is a local council? It is not just 

numbers.  It’s not just finance.  It’s creating a community.  It’s giving services 

to those people.  It’s libraries.  It’s art galleries.  It’s Meals on Wheels.  It’s 

doing sorts of things that local communities need.  So, it’s not just numbers.  25 

It’s not just financial things.   

 This report, which I must say I think is an insult to the intelligence, doesn’t talk 

about that at all.  It doesn’t talk about volunteers.  It doesn’t talk about what 

actual services local councils give.  For example, in Mosman there’s a 

hundred sixty-four staff but there’s 450 volunteers.  So, that gives you an idea 30 
how important that aspect of what councils do is.  I ask you Mr Delegate to 

ignore this report.  If you need to look at the financial aspects of what’s going 

to happen then I think you’re going to have to start from square one. 

 The next thing is that if you look at the legislation it’s fairly clear that the 

implication of the legislation is that land should be continuous if you’re going 35 

to have a new council area.  Well, I don’t know if anyone’s noticed but Middle 

Harbour – there’s not very much land.  So, unless there’s a plan to fill Middle 
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Harbour in then Mosman and Manly seem a bit segregated.  And, of course 

Spit Bridge is not congested, surely.  Oh, yes it is.  So, it’s a terrible situation. 

 The last thing I’d like to just ask about which hadn’t really been mentioned at 

all is the public consultation, plebicite or poll.  What’s going to happen? 

Facilitator: One minute. 5 

Speaker 13: In the legislation it is actually a requirement.  It’s not an optional thing.  It is a 

requirement to have some sort of poll.  So, I would be interested to know 

when and how that’s going to happen and what the question will be.  Thank 

you. 

Facilitator: Thank you very much.  Ladies and gentlemen, just a reminder if you’re 10 
speaking please tell us your name, if you’re from an organisation and which 

LGA you are from.  Speaker number 14, please. 

Speaker 14: Mr Bullen, ladies and gentlemen, my name is ****.  I am a 25-year resident of 

Fairlight and I was a tax partner in KPMG for 25 years.  I can’t get the report.   

 Whilst there are faults in the way Manly Council operates it is nonetheless 15 

something to be proud of and we should be protecting it at all costs.  So, I am 

not in favour of a merger. 

 In spite of the Fit for the Future views there is nothing in the current merger 

proposal which leads me to believe that any objective or empirical based 

analysis has been undertaken.  It’s full of rubber wood claims and 20 

assumptions.  Much of the so called data appears to have been sourced from 

Council records and not subjected to independent analysis.  IPART is hardly 

independent. 

 I do not accept that the comparison with Queensland and Victoria experiences 

are valid.  They were undertaken at different times and for different purposes 25 

and under different Premiers. 

 The claim for financial advantages do not appear to accrue until the back end 

of the ten to 20-year period.  Even the Federal government can’t judge and 

forecast properly.  It’s just nonsense.   

 In any event the amounts that are stated today will be minuscule in 20 years’ 30 
time.  If the Councils put their petty parochial interests aside and thought 

about the broader communities, there is not one advantage which has been 

sited or claimed for that could not be achieved by voluntary actions from the 

relevant councils under the guidance of a visionary business manager. 

Facilitator: One minute. 35 

Speaker 14: In my professional experience mergers in the commercial world with the 

variety of different shareholders and stakeholders is very rare that there will 

be a the claimed for advantages.  Most mergers in difficult situations are 
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dissolved in a relatively short period of time.  There is not any value 

[indecipherable].   

 It will be expensive and disruptive for very little benefit and despite the 

assertions to the contrary and wishful thinking in my view duplication of man 

power resources and assets will remain in the long term without any benefit.   5 

 If I reluctantly have to accept that Manly cannot stand alone I would prefer to 

have a greater northern beaches council. 

Facilitator: And, that is three minutes.  Thank you very much.  Ladies and gentlemen, can 

I have speaker number 15? Okay.  Can I have speaker number 16? Sorry, 

speaker 17.  Speaker number 18.  Thank you.  And, if you’re speaker 18 10 

through 23 can you please come down to the front.  There’s a few seats down 

the front. 

Speaker 18: Hello.  My name’s ****.  I’m from [indecipherable] which is part of Warringah. 

Facilitator: Can you please address the delegate. 

Speaker 18: I am the delegate.  As an immigrant who has lived on the northern beaches 15 

for 27 years I must confess that I am not all that familiar with the history of 

how councils have developed and changed over the past 150 years.  I can 

only assume that in the beginning there was a federal commonwealth.  Then 

the continent was divided into states, then the Councils were form as the 

population grew.  I’m sorry I didn’t take history of Australia in High School.   20 

 I must also assume that sometime in the not too distant past someone in the 

State Government came up with the idea that reducing the number of councils 

might be worth looking into.  I’m sure meetings were held, committees were 

formed, experts were called in, numbers were crunched and conclusions were 

drawn.  There was no doubt that grandiose plan that convinced others in the 25 

government that they were onto a thing.   

 We have heard that should this plan go through much money will be saved 

over the coming years.  But, what I would like to know is how much money 

has already been spent researching and developing these plans.  Surely 

many, many man hours have been used to put this thing together.   30 

 We are hearing that many more dollars will be spent informing the community 

of the outcomes.  Leaflets posted out, websites have been developed, more 

meetings have been held and I can only assume this is happening right 

across the state.  How much is this meeting costing us?  

 Frankly I’m confused as to why they didn’t simply pass a law and just do it.  35 

Or, put it in a referendum.  Either way we would have saved a whole lot of 

money.  In the end it has cost the tax payers millions just to get to this point in 

time.  All the while this money could have been spent doing much more 

worthwhile things for the local community. 

Facilitator: One minute. 40 
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Speaker 18: If the State Government machine and for that matter the federal machine 

wants to – sorry, I’m shaking – wants to save money they only need to look at 

their own back yard and cut all the fat from their own pockets, exorbitant 

perks, unbelievable pension plans, huge staff member requirements, rorted 

travel allowances and the list goes on and on. 5 

 Finally, I’d like to state my opinion.  That if the state has its heart set on 

amalgamations then only one has to look at the map of Sydney and realise 

that one singular northern beaches council extending from the Spit Bridge in 

the south to Palm Beach in the north and the western border of the current 

Warringah council to the west is the best and fairest way to go.  And, for the 10 
life of me I cannot fathom why Mosman should be a part of this. 

Facilitator: Thank you very much.  Number 19. 

Speaker 19: Mr Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, I’m ****.  I’ve lived in Manly or feel like 

actually for about 35 years.  Been a rate payer all that time.  I have probably 

contributed quite – I’m here as an independent this afternoon but I contribute 15 

a lot as a volunteer.  Meals on Wheels and when they transferred to Senior 

Citz, Manly Probate Club which was established as somebody said earlier in 

1901 and I’m now a life member, precinct committees, as a grandma reader in 

schools and in the art gallery as a guide.  I’ve got three questions.  Mainly 

they’re administrative. 20 

 If we form a new council do, we have to draw up a brand new LEP.  I presume 

we do.  But, if one has to be done it all costs money.   

 The second question is, and as one of the earlier speakers mentioned before 

there’s Glen Street Performing Arts, but, we’ve got two art galleries at 

Mosman and Manly.  The museum and the libraries.   25 

 And, then my third one is what happens to the Manly 2015 plan? What 

happens to the development of the Dee Why Centre? What happens to the 

payment for Brookvale Oval and will all of that, if we’re all absorbed into one 

council, have an effect on our rates?  

 I’m purely an old lady.  I won’t live that long to see it finally take place but I 30 

would like to know what’s going to happen.   

Facilitator: Ladies and gentlemen, speaker number 20.  Speaker number 21.  Speaker 

number 21.  Speaker number 22.  Thank you.  Don’t forget name, 

organisation and LGA. 

Speaker 22: Good afternoon all.  Delegate, your role is respected and I’m sure that people 35 

here respect that role.  I will however speak to you and the audience if that’s 

okay.   

 My name is ****.  I am a rent payer of Warringah, a supporter of what happens 

in Mosman and I have a property also in North Sydney.  So, I have an interest 

in three.   40 
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 My opening comments I’ve channelled from Britain’s most famous bureaucrat, 

Sir Humphrey Appleby.  Sir Humphrey has said to me, “Give them two 

options.  One, be courageous.  Proceed with your idiot-logically driven theory 

at your peril or be really courageous.” Stop experimenting with our 

communities.  Either give us indisputable facts or back off.   5 

 When governments perceive community problems they have every right to 

every obligation to seek to address that issue.  If there is indisputable 

evidence in support of it, then bring the community along with you.  You are 

not doing that now.   

 I want to talk about facts.  Evidence first of all. 10 

  Evidence is crucial to government to bring information to communities and to 

persuade them.   

 Facts should be indisputable.  Not manipulated to suit a favoured course and 

or an ideology.   

 Promises.  People become wary when we differentiate between core and non-15 

core promises.   

 Facts.  It makes absolute sense to strengthen communities and remove 

inefficiencies.  Where there is community support and where there is fact.  It 

makes no sense when neither of those conditions exist. 

Facilitator: One minute. 20 

Speaker 22: Governments are elected to best reflect the will of the people.  In one Council 

area, Mosman, in an official plebiscite just two years ago 81 percent of the 

voting public voted against this submission.  Reasonably undemocratic 

therefore for government to ignore. 

 Governments have promised more infrastructure and more services and no 25 

rates.  And, I want to hire that guy.  Where’s the evidence for this? We hear 

so much of KPMG it’s not there. 

 Finally, communities matter.  They matter far more than economic theory.  

People’s lives are not ruled by theory nor economics alone.  Communities 

thrive when people living together practice common ownership. 30 

Facilitator: That’s three minutes. 

Speaker 22: People not governments build communities, they create them and they create 

spirit.  Governments don’t. 

Facilitator: Number 23 ladies and gentlemen.  Thank you very much. 

Speaker 23: More people out there than I thought.  Not a lot of them are speaking.  My 35 

name’s ****.  I reside in the Manly LGA at Seaforth.  I’ve been a ratepayer of 

Manly for about 20 years.   
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 Amalgamation of local councils is not an everyday occurrence.  It is more a 

once in a lifetime occurrence.  The process is complex and time consuming.  

So, it’s important we get it right as there will not be another opportunity for 

change for a long time.   

 In Victoria the Kenneth government was ruthless and brutal and now with the 5 

benefit of hindsight many agree that amalgamating and reducing the number 

of Local Governments was the right thing.   

 In New South Wales the Baird government has chosen a more consultative 

approach and this meeting is part of that process.  I urge all attendees and 

residence to listen and consider the options and lodge their submissions by 10 
the due date of the 28th of February so that your opinions are considered in 

making the final decision. 

 In my opinion the process so far has seemingly resulted in a majority 

accepting that some form of amalgamation is inevitable.  But, this view is not 

universal.   15 

 Based on letters to the editor as published in the Manly Daily there is strong 

support for one northern beaches council not including Mosman council.   

 It is worth noting that initially the minimum population to be deemed for the 

future was 250,000.  This was subsequently reduced to 150,000.  Presumably 

they got it wrong.  The proposed greater Pittwater Council is still not fit for the 20 

future as their combined population of 140,681 is less than 150,000 and less 

than the existing population of Warringah.  Which has found to be unfit based 

population.  It is worth considering why Mosman Council has been included in 

greater Manly.  If the population of Mosman of 30,000 is excluded the 

population of greater Manly is reduced to 122,000 which is below the 25 

threshold of 150,000 which makes it still unfit for the cheat sheet.   

 The suggested outcome of two councils does not comply with the 

recommendations of IPART nor with the recommendations of the expert 

adviser appointed by the government, Grant Samuels.  We as rate payers and 

residents should demand that the outcome be based on long term economic 30 

factors and not on short term matters related to political expediency. 

Facilitator: One minute. 

Speaker 23: I have read the merger proposal for each of the two mergers proposed and 

the document from the Local Government.  This later document has been 

prepared by KPMG on behalf of the New South Wales government, it’s 35 

preparation is relied upon information sourced from manual data returns and 

long term financial plans of individual councils and a variety of other widely 

available sources.   

 Neither KPMG nor the New South Wales government has independently 

verified such information.  KPMG not only advised the New South Wales 40 

government but they also advised Pittwater and Manly Councils.  In my 

opinion they are conflicted.   
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 A copy of the KPMG report has not been made available because it’s based 

on information that has not been audited and its veracity is at best doubtful.  

To rely on forecasts provided by Councils, the majority of which are resolute 

on maintaining the status quo, is I suggest naive. 

 It seems sensible if there is one council for the northern beaches the savings 5 

would increase further as further duplication would be eliminated and one set 

of council regulations would apply for the whole area.  The number of 

Councillors would be reduced from 20 to ten, one general manager and 

improved purchasing power, streamline of office space, etcetera. 

Facilitator: That is three minutes.  Speaker number 24.  And, if we’ve got speakers 25 10 
through 30 there are still some seats here at the front if you’d like to move up.   

Speaker 24: Thank you very much Mr Delegate and members.  My name is ****.  I’ve been 

in Manly a long time.  I have a long career in Local Government including a 

general manager of Manly Council and also acting General Manager at Byron 

Shire and at Tamworth Regional Council which acting director general at the 15 

department of Local Governments request when that area was amalgamated 

to bring together Barraba, Manilla, Tamworth City and Nundle Councils.  I was 

the general manager.  I was charged as an outsider to bring the councils 

together. 

 It’s a great Council.  There are potential benefits in amalgamations but there 20 

are no guarantees.  I don’t believe you can amalgamate a number of councils 

with a continuation of the existing Councillors and the existing senior staff.   

 Now, I don’t mean that disrespectfully.  It is just that there are so many 

entrenched philosophies and so many entrenched relationships.   

 Moving on from that there are no guarantees and I can’t see guarantees in 25 

what’s now before you.  I can’t see real benefits that could not be resolved by 

proper management with due process in each of the current councils.  I’ve 

been through such a review process on more than one occasion and I have 

no doubt that savings and costs benefits in the region of ten to 15 percent can 

be achieved in all of these existing councils.   30 

 I can’t see that what this fictitious report is going to produce more than that in 

the manner in which it is now presented to you.   

 Today is proposed to be a local boundary review.  However, the reform of 

Local Government is far, far more than that.  Boundaries in a sense in their 

own achieve nothing.  You have to replace a lot of people and you can’t do it 35 

gradually.  You can do it over time but the key decisions have to be 

implemented quickly.  Somebody referred to ‘Yes, Minister’.  Sir Humphrey.  

I’ve got a quote from him, too.  And, I found that series most enlightening.  In 

‘Yes, Minister’ Sir Humphrey wrote in his diary and I have a copy which I 

happened to pick up in London of his printed diary.  And, he said, “Trying to 40 

reform local council is like drawing a knife through a bowl of marbles.”  

Facilitator: One minute. 
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Speaker 24: I hate to admit but it seems to be not too far from the truth.  Size alone does 

not guarantee excellence.  But, it does provide scope.  It does provide 

opportunities.  But, it all comes down to leadership and management.  I think 

all too often we lack leadership.   

 Fit for the Future is what we should be about.  I can’t see that what’s 5 

proposed provides Fit for the Future.  If we’re going to change at all it should 

be one beaches.  Northern.  And, then it comes down to how it’s 

implemented.  And, I do not support small numbers of elected Councillors 

contrary to what we have and contrary to what is probably being proposed.   

 I’ve been to and travelled through and been to councils in Japan and the 10 
United Kingdom.  I was out the United Kingdom when they implemented the 

Local Government review and reform program in 1995 as part of the chief 

executive management exchange program.  I believe you need more 

Councillors to break up the clicks, to break up the political means of achieving 

numbers. 15 

Facilitator: That’s three minutes. 

Speaker 24: To conclude I say, Mr Delegate, and I say to the Premier and our local 

member, this massaging of what’s been achieved by the political people from 

north and south is wrong.  We should start again and we should say to the 

Premier, ‘Go back, review it, leave it alone and implement a proper reform 20 

program within those three councils or implement a new northern beaches 

council.’ 

Facilitator: Ladies and gentlemen I’ll just take a minute to acknowledge there’s quite a 

few speakers that have come up to speak some of who registered at the front 

desk.  What I’m going to do is keep going through the speakers and if there’s 25 

time permitting at the end I’ll invite anyone of those speakers to come up and 

have their say.  We’re up to speaker number 25 please.  Speaker number 25.  

Speaker number 26.  Twenty-six.  I think you’re 29 aren’t you? 

Male: Is it? 

Facilitator: Very close.  It’s an upside down six.  Speaker number 27.  Speaker number 30 

27.  Number 28.  Thank you. 

Speaker 28: My name is ****.  I’ve been a rate payer at Manly Council for 40 years.  I love 

the area and I want to say – I mean a lot of people have said we should only 

have one council, the Northern Beaches Council from The Spit to Palm 

Beach.   35 

 Now, I’m very confused.  We had a state election last year and we’re 

supposed to be a democracy.  Why wasn’t this brought up last year when the 

state election was on? 

 Going on about the state, we at the moment have got four state members in 

our area.  Now, what are we going to do with all these extra ones if we are 40 

going to have a combined council? Surely we should get rid of them if we’re 
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getting rid of council.  This is about combining with Mosman.  I just say they’re 

going to have to build a solution to the Spit Bridge very quickly.   

 That’s all I’ve got to say really.  I think a lot of things have been said that I 

agree with and I’d just like to say I’d like to see one council.  Thank you. 

Facilitator: Thank you very much.  Bingo.  Number 29’s up.  Here we go. 5 

Speaker 29: I did a top job.  Thanks for letting me speak on this very important occasion.  

I’m a lifetime resident of Manly and Warringah.  I was a Councillor for 19 

years.  You can tell by the colour of my hair.  And, I was the Mayor for four. 

Female: Only in Warringah. 

Speaker 29: Yeah.  Warringah. 10 

Female: What’s your name? 

Speaker 29:  My name’s ****.  Sorry. 

Facilitator: Just a reminder name and LGA please, ****. 

Speaker 29: And, I was educated at Manly Primary School.   

 I’ve got a set of cards here I wrote on during my holidays and it’s interesting 15 

that all these difficult answers and questions happened during the holiday 

period when people aren’t around.   

 I scribbled things down and then after listening to **** there, my good old 

rugby mate.  And, you want to be careful throwing him out I tell you or 

stopping him and listening to the other speakers I’m going to throw all the 20 

cards away because they’ve said basically what I’ve written down.  Which is 

that we are one united set of people.  From the Spit Bridge to Palm Beach.  

The history is voluminous.  It’s a great history.  We could even be saltwater 

people if we were a different colour.  It is a great place to live.   

 I did go to Michael Baird’s office even though I shook when I walked in 25 

because I know the political side and I found him a very nice guy.  He put 

together a genuine attempt to rationalise Local Government which is needed.  

It is needed.  There are many Local Government areas that are too small.  

Jean and I know each other very well.   

JEAN HAY: We almost formed a party called the Liblets. 30 

Speaker 29: We were going to form another party at one stage too.  That’s right. 

Facilitator: One minute. 

Speaker 29: If we don’t take this opportunity and grasp the nettle we should be ashamed of 

ourselves.   
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 We need one northern beaches regional council of the greater Sydney area 

which has its own characteristics.  It has its own history.  It has a sporting 

fraternity that’s as good as any.  They need to be nurtured and looked after.  

When our council was running before – and, there’s a little bit of de ja vu here 

because Pittwater was created in my time which meant I had to draw lines in 5 

the sand and waste a lot of time looking at a lot of wasted money and trying to 

unite a council that in fact is one of the better run councils now in New South 

Wales.  I would have to say that if we don’t grasp the nettle and unite 

ourselves as a peninsular people we are wasting our time.   

 I think Mr Baird’s intentions were good but what they’ve done with this latest 10 
decision is drive a knife straight through the centre of us. 

Facilitator: That’s three minutes. 

Speaker 29: And, that’s not healthy for anybody.  So, let’s get united and form one large 

council. 

Facilitator: Thank you very much.  Can I invite number 30 to the mic, please? Just a 15 

reminder name, organisation if there is one and LGA, please. 

Speaker 30: Mr Bullen, ladies and gentlemen.  My name is ****.  I live at Dee Why and I’ve 

lived on the peninsular for just over 70 years. 

 In that time, I’ve taken an interest in what happens on the peninsula.  I’ve read 

the Manly Daily every and I’ve always been of the view that we need one 20 

single council on the northern beaches.  Because, it’s all about the northern 

beaches and it’s beautifully designed.  It’s got an ocean out there.  It’s got 

waters [indecipherable].   

 I’m sorry I believe absolutely in one single council because as I said we’ve got 

the ocean, we’ve got the water, we’ve got the water, we’ve got some water up 25 

here.  It’s all one natural area.  I’ve always believed that we should have one 

council.   

 When Pittwater was born the people of Warringah had no absolute say in that 

at all.  The people of Pittwater I think voted something close to 60 percent.  

And, now of course the people of Warringah have said we’ll need to vote.  30 
But, they’ve done a pretty comprehensive survey and over 70 percent of the 

people of Warringah think we should have one council on the northern 

beaches.   

 As far as Mosman’s concerned I lived in Mosman for a short time and it’s a 

lovely spot and they’re lovely people.  But, in this particular instance their not 35 

part of the northern beaches. 

Facilitator: One minute. 

Speaker 30: [indecipherable] to say it was in the Manly Daily.  The Mayor Manly has 

slammed claims made by Premier Mike Baird that Mosman preferred a 
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merger with the northern beaches which they applaud.  That’s the wrong 

Mayor.  Wrong Mayor.   

Female: The Mayor of Mosman.  Not the Mayor of Manly. 

Speaker 30: The Mayor of Mosman.  Sorry.  Sorry.   

Facilitator: Just about at three minutes, ****. 5 

Speaker 30: I think I’ve said enough.   

Facilitator: Thank you very much. 

Speaker 30: I just hope I live long enough to see one council on the northern beaches. 

Facilitator: Thank you.  Ladies and gentlemen, I’m after speaker number 31.  I’ll ask 

speakers 32 through to 35 there’s seats up the front here if you can come up.  10 
It will make it a bit quicker when it’s your turn to talk.  All right.  Yeah, you can 

but can I remind you to address the delegate please. 

Speaker 31: My name’s Virginia Howard and I’m a fourth generation resident of Mosman.  

So, forgive me if I get emotional.   

 When a forced amalgamation is opposed by over 80 percent of the electors of 15 

Mosman then it should not proceed.  That should be the end of it if we live in a 

democracy.  If the State Government wants to double check the strength of 

Mosman’s opposition they should hold a poll of electors.  But, not only are the 

people of Mosman being forced into an amalgamation they have said clearly 

they don’t want they’re being forced into the most illogical one possible.   20 

 The northern beaches has always been a distinct geographical part of Sydney 

and it has always consisted of Manly, Warringah and Pittwater.  It can’t 

actually consist of anything else given its geography.  The three areas blend 

seamlessly into each other, share the same gorgeous surf beaches.  

Everybody in Sydney knows that.   25 

 Mosman along with North Sydney has always been part of the lower north 

shore.  It is a harbour side municipality.  We have no surf beaches.  We are 

part of the harbour.  The suburb of Cremorne is shared by Mosman and North 

Sydney and as you drive between the two municipalities we blend seamlessly 

into each other.  Everybody knows that.   30 

 An attempt to chop off part of the lower north shore and add it onto the 

northern beaches would be very funny if it wasn’t so serious.  Even the 

original proposal did not try that one.  The most important question in this 

debate is why would anyone in the State Government do this at such short 

notice just before Christmas? There is an answer.  It appears to be an attempt 35 

to keep Manly and Pittwater intact.  I think everyone can work out who this 

would benefit and I find it a disgrace. 

Facilitator: One minute. 
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Speaker 31: Mosman has no shared historical values with Manly or Warringah.  Mosman 

was part of North Sydney until 1893 and any forced amalgamation would 

have to be with North Sydney.  If it was forced and only.  We share a built 

heritage of Victorian and federation houses, pockets of bushland, shared 

community services, close to the city harbour etcetera.   5 

 We are told the proposal brings together communities with shared interests.  

Yet on page 16 of the proposal six community services are listed that can be 

shared and are part of the community not one of the six points even mentions 

the word Mosman.  Because, there is no shared community of interest and 

quite frankly I find this entering the realm of the bizarre.   10 

 Mosman Councillors have almost always been independents and we’ve been 

very proud of that.  This will be the end of that.   

Facilitator: That’s three minutes. 

Speaker 31: I didn’t get the one-minute warning. 

Facilitator: I did.  I gave you the one-minute warning. 15 

Speaker 31: Well, I’m sorry I didn’t see it.  I beg your pardon I was not aware of it.  I beg 

your pardon for that.  But, I object to have the opinions of over 81 percent of 

Mosman people ignored.  This is a political decision, it’s undemocratic, it’s 

morally wrong.   

Facilitator: All right.  We’re not taking questions from the floor.  Speaker number 32.  Just 20 

a reminder name and LGA, please. 

Speaker 32: Good afternoon Mr Bullen. 

Facilitator: Just speak nice and close to the mic. 

Speaker 32: Sorry.  My name’s ****.  I’m from Dee Why.  I’ve been in Dee Why for 71 

years.  I’m only an ordinary resident.   25 

 Of all the people here of all the councils Warringah was one that had the 

population that would have met the criteria.  I think everybody before me has 

already said all of the things that I had.  But, I think it’s very clear that the 

Mosman people do not want to join with us any more than we want to join with 

them.   30 

 I have to tell you when I first moved to Dee Why you caught the tram from 

Wynyard to the Spit.  And, then you caught the bus from the Spit.  So, the 

divide has always been there.  Sorry.  Long time since I’ve had a microphone.   

 I think everybody has said all the things that I wanted to say.  Particularly the 

older lady alone and ****.   35 

 I do think that the State Government has not been given a mandate.  They 

didn’t take it to the elections and it isn’t right and there has to be democracy.   
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 I think that the residents of Warringah are really getting the raw end of the 

prawn because when Pittwater went we did not get a vote from that.  Only 

from Narrabeen got the vote.  I think if anything is going to happen we should 

be given a vote.  The residence should have a say.  But, along with other 

people I’m not that keen on Manly either.   5 

Facilitator: One minute. 

Speaker 32: Manly have a lot of debt. 

Female: Has not. 

Speaker 32: I’m not going to have an argument.  That’s what I know.  I’m sorry. 

Female: Manly has no debt. 10 

Speaker 32: Well, I’m sorry.  I thought you did.  What I do think is if it goes it should be like 

everybody else thinks.  One northern beaches should happen.  We should all 

join together.  As I know I had four children.  All those sporting activities.  All 

those clubs.  I follow my grandson now and we should all unite.  We should 

not divide and we are special and we should all stay that way.   15 

Facilitator: Right on three minutes.  Perfect.  Okay.  Ladies and gentlemen, I’m looking 

for speaker number 33.  Okay.  Just a reminder can I get you to address the 

delegate.  Ultimately he’s the guy that’s going to be listening.   

Speaker 33: My name is ****.  I live in North Sydney area for 42 years.  Since I come from 

overseas.  I had actually property in Warringah Shire Council.  I had about 20 

seven properties between myself and my family in Manly.  All right.   

Why supposed to have different issues between Manly and Warringah.  I tried to actually 

improve the two houses.  I demolish them.  When I tried to do actually the 

footpaths I find one rule in Manly, one rule in Warringah.  Like, I live in two 

different countries.  Why’s that?  25 

In the meantime, I want to mention too I was working in [indecipherable] for 34 years.  The 

best service are – they are there.  They have one office in the city. 

Facilitator:  Can you speak into the microphone. 

Speaker 33: And, actually they had one office in the city.  The police force in this country or 

in this state they are the best people too.  They looking after us.  Only one 30 
police force.  Subdivided means actually more work for the people.  We have 

to pay for it.  At the end of the day where are they going to get the money? 

We pay for it.   

 Another thing too I’m not happy with the Councillors really.  Because, most of 

the Councillors they’re not actually really expert people.  How can I put my 35 

plan in to somebody that can’t even –when I build my house, actually, the 

engineer he sits with me for three hours and sometimes he explains to me 

here we are.  We’re going to put the fence.  Here we allowed to put that 

garden, the office and they can’t read the plan.  Why are we supposed to pay 
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them? Why should we pay them? And, how much it cost us? And, where is 

this statement for this for every council.  Not meaning any council.  Every 

council should. 

Facilitator: One minute. 

Speaker 33: They should actually make a statement, ‘I’m accountant background where I 5 

come from.’ I was a regular for the biggest church in my community.  They’re 

supposed to make a statement to tell us how much it is actually office cost.  

How much it has cost and where is it our money.  That’s our money the end of 

the day.  I actually work very hard.  I pay – actually I find the land tax they 

charged me this year seven percent up.  I can’t put seven percent to my 10 
tenants.  If I put seven percent they leave me and go.  And, I’ve got big debt 

to pay.  It’s actually expensive to buy.  Why they not supposed to make one 

council for all North Sydney area.  Why not? What’s wrong with it? Only to get 

rid of the heads.  That’s all.  We still plan to put the same people really.  The 

number of the [indecipherable]. 15 

Facilitator: All right.  That’s three minutes.  Thank you very much. 

Speaker 33: Thank you very much.  Thank you. 

Facilitator: Can we have number 34? Number 34.  No.  Number 35.  Number 35 has an 

extra minute.  He’s got a bit of a [indecipherable]. 

Vincent: I need to sit down as I just had surgery and recovering.  My name’s Vincent 20 

De Luca and I’m an Independent.  Not a member of any political party and 

indeed the only Councillor on Warringah Council that is not a member of the 

political party.  I’ve got the longest involvement with Warringah Council out of 

all the Councillors.   

It’s important to note that on 9 May 2003 and 24 February 2004 it was the independent 25 

member for Manly, Mr David Barr, MP who while in the parliament before Mr 

Baird first advocated for Warringah’s B Ward to go to Manly Council.  Which is 

what is proposed now.  He pointed out that such inclusion was not in the 

liberal party’s interest and went to the pains of saying and stating it certainly 

was not in the interest of Jean Hay.  I tabled the Hansard for your information. 30 

In relation to cost savings with the abolishing of Warringah Council and it being divided 

between SHOROC Councils and we must remember that Mosman has been 

a member of the SHOROC organisation since it was established 20 years 

ago. 

I note last financial year Warringah Council’s greatest expense, 40 percent, was on staff 35 

salary and benefits amounting to $62,366,000.  An increase from the previous 

year by 5.6 percent.  Council’s general manager Rick Hart in his two years 

cost rate payers $1,046,000.  With Mr Hart’s package amounting to $421,215.  

He’s one of the highest paid council GM’s in the state.  Council rate payers 

also paid 1.676 million on council’s marketing department and media unit.  40 

Even the Premier did not spend that amount of money on his unit.  Warringah 

Council spent $455,000 in advertising in the Manly Daily.  At the $553,000 as 
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at August 2014 was spent on a new council website.  Council’s carpool 

consisting of Mercedes, Audi’s, BMW’s and other luxury vehicles cost rate 

payers 2,590,000.  Many of my constituents were outraged when rate payers’ 

money was used to purchase our Mayor a Jaguar.   

Warringah remains one of the most complained about to the New South Wales ombudsman, 5 

office of Local Government and even our own internal ombudsman.  I’ve given 

you those statistics from the annual reports.   

Warringah Council has campaigned hard and aggressively for one northern beaches council 

costing rates payers over $400,000 with a further $100,000 recently spent.  

This money was used to create a misleading and - - - 10 

Facilitator: One minute. 

Vincent: - - - scaremongering document.  For example, this black dodger which falsely 

claimed rates would increase.  But, as we all know last year Warringah 

Council applied for a special rate variation of 26 percent.   

 Mr Chairman, to ensure adequate representation I support 15 Councillors at 15 

both councils should this proposal eventuate.  I agree with residence of the 

new northern council that there should be five wards of three Councillors 

each, three wards in the old Pittwater area and two wards consisting of the 

suburbs moving in from Warringah.  I support calls that the system of Mayor 

should be maintained as is.   20 

 Following receipt of numerous representations, I agree with residence that 

upper suburbs of C Ward such as Killarney, Forestville, Belrose, Davidson, 

Duffys Forest and Cottage Point have more community of interest and are 

closer to the LGAs of Willoughby and Kuring-Gai. 

Facilitator: And, that is time. 25 

Vincent: Thank you.   

Facilitator: Thank you.  I’m looking for 36 please.  Speaker 36.  Can I get 36 through to 

40 up to the front.  If you’re one of them can you come up to the front, please? 

No 36.  Number 37.  Thank you.  Number 38.  Thank you.   

Speaker 38: Hello, I’m ****.  I come from Warringah.  I represent myself.  I’m not a mental 30 
genius like some of the others here today.   

 I’m just a normal rate payer who’s a bit disappointed about the way this 

government’s gone around about this amalgamation.  I think it’s an absolute 

disgrace the way they’ve done it.  This set up today is a waste of time 

because they’ve already made up their minds.  It’s just a joke.   35 

 If we have a look back to 1991 when we saw that Pittwater was taken away 

from Warringah, they had a vote.  It wasn’t the whole of the Warringah area it 

was just one area.  But, they had a vote.  Where’s the vote for this? We 

haven’t got one. 
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 These artificial figures coming out of Warringah.  I’ve been in Warringah for a 

long time and we weren’t part of that survey.  I don’t know where they got the 

figure that they want one council.  Because, we weren’t consulted.   

 When we have a look at the boundaries – and, I could be wrong because I 

don’t have access to all the information.  But, I went to a community meeting 5 

down at North Curl Curl Community Centre the other day and they had a 

diagram of the proposed boundaries.  Now, on the northern side of one road 

are all these houses going up towards the Pittwater side.  There’s one house 

on that side that’s going down to the Manly side.  Now, if that diagram is 

correct what’s wrong with these people for drawing up the boundaries? I 10 
mean are we really led by idiots? I don’t think we are but I mean they should 

be looking at this. 

 The other thing was that the Muslims on the other side of the road which is 

the northern side is going cross to Manly.  I don’t know if it’s because they 

don’t like Muslims up in Pittwater but I don’t think that’s fair.   15 

 Then we’ve got to look at the little things like the - - - 

Facilitator: One minute. 

Speaker 38: - - - the garbage collection.  We’re going to have two different trucks going 

along most probably on different days to collect garbage.  Now, is that cost 

efficient?  20 

 If we have a look at the actual cost when we change over we’ve got the 

general managers and they are most probably on contracts.  I don’t know for 

sure.  They’re going to have to be paid out or are they going to sit in a hole 

being paid big money. 

 We’ve got problems with the compatibility of the computer systems once we 25 

change across.  We’ve got problems about where we’re going to put the new 

administrative areas.  Where’s all the costing for this? Have they done any 

costing or is it just a guess.  I’m very concerned about it.  There’s only one 

way the rates are going to go and that’s up.   

 You’ve got to remember too that the treasury get the figures wrong every 30 
year.  So, we can’t rely on their figures.   

 And, now we’ve got a premier that wants 15 percent for GST.  It just doesn’t 

make sense. 

Facilitator: And, that’s three minutes. 

Speaker 38: Thank you. 35 

Facilitator: Ladies and gentlemen, do we have a number 39.  Okay.  Do we have number 

40? And, can I ask those people between 40 and 45 if they’re here to come 

up the front.  There’s plenty of seats for you.  Thank you.   
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Speaker 39: My name’s ****.  I don’t represent anybody but myself and the people for the 

Warringah area.  I live in the Pittwater shire but I own property in the 

Warringah and I pay rates in both.   

 I was born in [indecipherable] and moved to Belrose in the Warringah Shire in 

1953.  Then in 1975 we moved to Elanora Heights where I currently live.  In 5 

the early ‘90s Pittwater Council which was then Warringah Shire A Riding was 

created from the vote of 48.18 of eligible owners in that little tiny area.  Only 

73.5 of those few votes were in favour of proceeding.  This is not really 

overwhelming endorsement.   

 Warringah then changed from shire to council and the result gave us now on 10 
the northern beaches three councils covering our natural boundaries that 

make up the northern beaches.  This situation gave us three sets of 

Councillors, Mayors, bureaucrats, buildings, computer systems, plant 

equipment, rotten parking permits and the list goes on and on.  And, also as 

we heard before different policies on a wide range of activities but particularly 15 

in development. 

 This duplication has resulted in wasting a great deal of money that we will pay 

for. 

 Mosman area is not part of the northern beaches and should be considered 

joining North Sydney which is logical or even North Sydney and Willoughby 20 

which is proposed.   

 The area currently suggested by this boundary view will split this natural 

boundary are, namely the northern beaches, into two.  We of the northern 

beaches have always had a common aspiration and dedication to our most 

beautiful area.  Please don’t let this once in a lifetime opportunity go by.  25 

Forget the politics.  Create one council just like our lovely new northern 

beaches hospital, the northern beaches council.   

Facilitator: Thank you very much.  Number 41.  Speaker 42.   

Speaker 42: Mr Delegate, ****, Mosman, private resident in or about 40 years.  Four brief 

points.  Most of them covered by everybody else but I will just underline them.   30 

 I’m opposed to force council amalgamations.  If a council is working well, 

carrying out its responsibilities effectively then in light of compelling evidence 

it should be left well alone.  The government misstated council amalgamations 

will be cost effective and provide better community services.  Regardless of 

KPMG, neither Premier Mike Baird nor Minister Toole has submitted to the 35 

public independent transparent comprehensive and accurate analysis that 

proposed amalgamations are cost effective and guaranteed better community 

services.  In many incidents recent experience to date indicate the opposite 

actually.  For example, Brisbane tried and failed.  In Auckland it was a failure.  

In Montreal Canada it was a failure.  It has been rejected as unworkable in 40 

Perth.  Many examples speak for themselves.  Once can only speculate as to 

the reasons the Premier’s government intends to force through large, 
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complicated and dislocating changes without general majority community 

support. 

 Two, with respect I suggest governments’ campaigns to date for forcing 

councils into amalgamation is best described as [indecipherable].  For 

example, a figure of 15 million has been bandied about.  This could be offered 5 

to the merged Mosman, Manly, South Warringah Councils. 

Facilitator: One minute. 

Speaker 42: That is a one off.  Not 15 million a year.  In today’s financial climate 15 million 

as you all well know is a cap full.  It will disappear very quickly.  If the 

government genuinely recognises extra responsibilities that go with councils 10 

over the last many, many years any extra money being bandied about should 

be granted with no strings attached whatsoever. 

 Finally, notwithstanding the civility of these proceedings if the State 

Government continue enforced council amalgamations without meaningful 

reason or legitimacy it will be a single act of dishonesty, disloyalty and actually 15 

political bastardry.   

Facilitator: Thank you very much.  Speaker number 42, please.  Forty-two.   

Speaker 42: Mr Bullen, ladies and gentlemen.  My name is ****.  I am a Mosman resident 

and I pay rates in Mosman and North Sydney.  The speakers before me have 

said just about everything I was going to say.  So, I’ll just latch on a couple of 20 

points. 

 First of all, it has been said that amalgamation has not been successful.  I’m 

looking at the operation and function of the councils from a point of view of an 

architect trying to work with councils in order to get things done.   

 One of my predecessors said that management review of the councils is 25 

necessary and could achieve a lot that amalgamation may achieve and I hope 

for it.  I don’t think it is management review that is required.  I think 

management revolution. 

 The inefficiencies of the councils are pretty obvious.  The duplication of 

Mayors, the town clerks and the staff is enormous.  So, they’ve got to be 30 
benefits of amalgamation.  I think that the boundaries proposed for inclusion 

of Mosman in the northern beaches are ludicrous.  It’s geographically silly.  

So, I don’t think it deserves any further comment. 

 To sum up I think amalgamation would probably bring cost benefits and 

efficiencies.  Whilst there are probably very important social aspects of the 35 

function of the various councils, from the point of view of expediency and 

efficiency of construction and - - - 

Facilitator: One minute. 
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Speaker 42: - - - built environment that we live in the present system has deteriorated in 

my experience over the last 40 years from functional system to total 

dysfunctional one.   Thank you. 

Facilitator: So, we’re up to speak number 43.  If speakers 44 through 50 there’s lots of 

seats up here at the front.  If you think it’s going to make it quicker, I’ll love 5 

you to come up.   

Speaker 42: Thank you.  Delegate Bullen, my name is ****.  I’m speaking as a resident and 

rate payer of Manly for the last 39 years I think it is now. 

 I’d like to start as others have by highlighting the lack or real data and 

information that we have to substantiate what is currently being proposed.   10 

 Fit for the Future process clearly indicated that our three councils were all Fit 

for the Future except on the grounds of size and capacity.  There’s a whole lot 

of justifications given but they’re not backed up by evidence.  There’s a 

business case referenced.  There’s reference to efficiencies of improvements.  

There’s reference to substantial gains.  But, those substantial gains as best 15 

we can judge seem to come largely from cuts to administrative support staff, 

cuts to council numbers and some cuts to senior staff.   

 Well, I spent nine years on Manly Council.  I cannot see how substantially 

reduced staff can sustain either local community representation or the 

services that local community expect.  This isn’t a new idea.  It was tried in 20 

Victoria under the Kennett Government in an area where I grew up voted to 

de-amalgamate involved a rate increase.  Others have referred to the 

Queensland experience.   

 There’s a reference in the justifications to efficiencies of tendering a purchase.  

But, even as IPART noted in the Fit for the Future report these can be 25 

achieved through our existing region wide organisation of councils and that an 

increased regional collaboration.   

 There’s a reference to better integration, planning and development.  As the 

previous speaker said this may be needed.  But, it should not be at the risk of 

destroying the local character that is an essential part of local identity and 30 

affinity.   

Facilitator: One minute. 

Speaker 42: If amalgamations are about removing duplication then what of the voluntary 

community contribution that others have referred to.  I’ve heard one figure 

quoted today that highlights the volume of community contribution to the 35 

services right across our Local Government areas unlikely to continue if it’s 

one vast Local Government.   

 There’s a huge volume of creditable peer review social research on the 

importance of communities of common interest when we’re addressing 

complex issues.  With all respect to Mosman and that they themselves have 40 
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stated it’s difficult to see how they’re part of our community as a common 

interest which is generally known as the northern beaches. 

 So, finally, if size is such an important matter in determining fitness for the 

future as each of our councils then why are the two proposed new councils in 

this area, the Greater Manly and a proposed population of 150,000 and the 5 

Greater Pittwater, at a proposed population of 140,000, neither of them 

significantly larger than the existing Warringah Council at 148,000.  There is 

no logic in the current boundary decisions.  There is no solid evidence that we 

should not each remain independent and I urge everyone to make their 

submissions in writing.  Thank you. 10 

Facilitator: Okay.  Ladies and gentlemen we’re up to number 44.   

Speaker 42: Good afternoon all ladies and gentlemen, all delegates here.  My name is ****.  

Five hundred and sixty-six annual general meetings of public corporations.  

The greatest number in Australian history.  I’m 90 years of age.  I was born in 

Oaks Avenue, Dee Why.  The Warringah Shire Council started in 1986.  It’s 15 

now 2016.  A hundred and ten years.   

 I don’t like Warringah Shire Council.  I’ve never been a bloody lover of it.  I 

think they’re incompetent.  I think they’re inhabitation.  They love the DAC 

syndrome, dictatorship, arrogance and contempt.  They love their LAPI 

syndrome, lethargy, apathy, procrastination and inertia.  And, the third truism 20 

they love power tends to corrupt.  An absolute power corrupt absolutely.   

 I’ll read you the guts of my letter.  Because, the letter says – while I’m getting 

my glasses. 

Male: ****, you don’t need a microphone.   

Speaker 42: Mr Department of Local Government, one, I am in favour of securing the 25 

southern part of Warringah Council area to be merged in the Manly Council.  

Hooray. 

 Number two, and Mosman Council to be merged with Manly Council.  Hooray. 

 Number three, the northern part of Warringah Council to be merged with 

Pittwater Council.  Hooray.   30 

 I have read of these benefits, Mr Bullen, rates are frozen on their existing rate 

pars for four years.  Completion of the v-line bus rapid transit project. 

Facilitator: You’ve got one minute, ****. 

Speaker 42: A new strategic centre of the northern beaches hospital precinct.  That was 

my letter.  I’m 110 percent behind it.  I think I said – thank you – that 35 

Warringah Council started in 1906.  It’s now 2016.  One hundred years.  

They’ve been dismissed three times.  I was under the health and control of Mr 

Dick Persson for five years.  I’ve now had this council for eight years and I 
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don’t like it.  I’m no lover of Warringah Shire Council.  I’m 110 percent behind 

the merger of the southern part, Manly and good old Mosman.  Time up. 

Facilitator: Time up. 

Speaker 42: Time is up.  Thank you very much. 

Facilitator: Ladies and gentlemen, speaker 45.  Hard act to follow that one.  Speaker 5 

number 45.  Okay.  Speaker number 46.  Well, I can see number 47.   

Speaker 47: Thank you very much.  My name’s **** from Warringah LGA.  I’d just like to 

bring up two points just briefly.  I’ll be very brief.   

 As far as boundaries go at bringing communities together I note on the map 

that the residents of Iris Street – and, I’ll be very specific – Iris Street number 10 
81 is going to be in a different council area to Iris Street number 81A.  How’s 

that bringing communities together? 

 And, Jones Street around the corner half the houses on the same side of the 

street are in a different Local Government area.  And, as a speaker said 

previously going to have a couple of garbage trucks there one day, few the 15 

next day picking up garbage.  That is ridiculous.  It is ridiculous.   

 Now, [indecipherable] because generally change is resisted.  Generally, 

people say, “I don’t want that.  I don’t want that to happen.” Are you listening? 

Have you heard what people are saying? They want a northern beaches 

council.  They want change.  Because, that’s what they’re saying.  Read our 20 

reviews.  But, I ask everyone here, please – there’s only 500.  Submit 

yourself.  It’s not hard to do.  It’s just online.  Type a few words.  ‘I want a 

northern beaches council.’ Thank you. 

Facilitator: Thank you very much.  Speaker number 48. 

Speaker 48: My family have been in Mosman since 1905.  Before the Spit Bridge.  The 25 

Spit Bridge should never have been built.  There should have just been a 

tunnel from Manly to the city.   

 Save Mosman.  Council amalgamation means Mosman residence will pay 

more rates.  Up to 53 percent increase.  Have less representation.  

Councillors will be reduced probably from nine to two.  Loss of identity.  Loss 30 
of services.  Tremendous amount of care and support to the aged is in 

Mosman.  How can two Councillors look after 150,000 people? There’s only 

30,000 in Mosman.  Loss of controls over local planning.  Minimal number of 

Councillors will be out numbered.  Priorities will be different.  Councillors will 

have far different backgrounds.   35 

 Dom Lopez and Barry O’Keefe worked hard and long for 40 years have all the 

Councillors.  Here’s one here today – two here today.  Three.   

 Loss of council assets.  Our beautiful art gallery, our beautiful artworks.  

Beautiful library.  The people have worked hard and long for.  Things in 
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Mosman haven’t just come.  It wasn’t always like that as a child.  It was a very 

poor suburb when I was a child.  Loss of heritage, protection.  Cases like 

Boronia will be sold off like the house next door that was built by the coach 

builders which is now a car wash.  Loss of beauty of Mosman for the sake of 

money.  High rise, increase in density, over development and harbour 5 

foreshore.  High-rise to support State Governments agenda to make money 

for their limbs. 

Facilitator: One minute. 

Speaker 48: Baird is just using Mosman to pay other people’s debt.  Mosman is free of 

debt.  When Ben was coming into power he said there would be no forced 10 
amalgamation.  This is a communism.  I have been to Prague.  I have been to 

the communist countries.  Back in Berlin when after the wall was built.  

Mosman wants no more buses.  We want a tunnel from Manly to the city.   

Facilitator: Thank you, speaker.  All right.  I can see number 49 there.   

Speaker 49: Mr Delegate, ladies and gentlemen.  My name is ****.  I’ve been a resident of 15 

Allambie Heights for over 50 years.  I have a wife, three sons – one’s passed 

away – seven grandchildren and three great grandchildren and we’re all Sea 

Eagles.   

 I have a very strong objection to the proposal to break up Warringah Council.  

Very strong objection.   20 

 In the break up you find that the two major council office buildings would be in 

the southern portion.  The portion where I didn’t finish up in.  And, a lot 

infrastructure will finish up in the southern portion.  Nothing’s said about that.  

And, the population of the proposed new areas would each be less than the 

current Pittwater and the current Warringah Council as has been said by 25 

others. 

 When Pittwater Council was separated from Warringah about seven or eight 

years ago.  I’m sorry.  About 17 years ago I think.  Yeah.  ’91.  But, in any 

event only the residence of the northern sector were given a vote on that 

separation.  Now, there was some very dodgy deals in that as well. 30 

 But, now the government today expects us to accept further division of 

Warringah because it believes that smaller councils, for instance Manly and 

Pittwater, would not be financially viable.  Who made the councils smaller? 

Wasn’t us.  But, we’re the ones who are expected to pay the penalty to have it 

done.  If the New South Wales government proceeds because these smaller 35 

councils will be unviable - - - 

Facilitator: One minute. 

Speaker 49: - - - then the most practical viable and non-political issue would be to make a 

northern beaches council consisting of Manly, Warringah and Pittwater.  I 

think will be the only acceptable if this arranged marriage is pushed through.   40 
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 As far the government’s concerned it’s offering financial benefits to try and 

bribe us to accept it.  Well, if it’s got so much money to throw away why are 

they now talking about increasing the GST which is going to greatly affect 

persons like myself who are self-funded retirees.  I object to the lot of it.  

Thank you. 5 

Facilitator: Thank you.  I’ve got speaker number 50 now.  Can I also invite speakers 51 

through to 55? There’s plenty of seats here at the front. 

Speaker 50: Mr Delegate, fellow infuriated residents.  I’m **** from Curl Curl since 1983 

and from a galaxy far away before then as you no doubt can hear. 

 Here’s an essential question about any major proposal.  Is this the best 10 

solution to an important problem? Is this the best solution to an important 

problem? Nothing has yet been said to convince me that he current council 

arrangements represent much of a problem at all.  Let alone an important 

one.  But, I’ll assume I’m ill-informed and the problem is that the council is too 

small to be efficient.  So, let’s take the biggest one and slit it up.  Ludicrous.  15 

And, to make up the numbers down south let’s add Mosman in.  As many 

people have said that makes no geographical sense whatsoever.  And, the 

one you’re splitting up is Warringah Council, the winner of last year’s Bluett 

award.  The most prestigious award.   

 So, then there will be savings.  I thought it was 72 but somebody else said it’s 20 

47 now.  I can’t keep up.  But, wait that’s over 20 years.  Now, the intellectual 

minds of the federal treasury can’t get the budget forecast right for six months.  

And, we’re expected to believe an accounting firm’s estimate for the next two 

decades.   

 Okay.  Let’s assume they are correct.  Divide the alleged savings by 20 per 25 

year and by the number of residents.  It comes to approximately $20.  That’s a 

chicken dinner.  Compare that with about 2,000 in rates.  And, where will see 

those savings? For sure it is not for the first few years which will see us deep 

in transition costs just like when Pittwater left Warringah.  For sure.  Perhaps 

the State Government is going to meet those costs of transition.  Well, that’s 30 

still our money albeit from a different pocket.  So, here’s another saying. 

Facilitator: One minute. 

Speaker 50: I’m surprised we haven’t had this one already.  If it ain’t broken don’t fix it.  So, 

how about the State Government leaves the council arrangements alone and 

gets on with the huge and real problems we face.  Some of which are of its 35 

own making such as the chaos that we assume as they carve great holes in 

the land to try and make the traffic work around the new hospital.  If there are 

still amalgamations, then quite simply combine Manly Warringah and Pittwater 

to create the northern beaches council taking great care to ensure that neither 

Manly nor Pittwater residents are disadvantaged.   40 

 And, finally let me know when I get to vote on this major proposal, please.  

Are we a democracy? I’m grateful for having had my say here today, Mr 
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Delegate.  But, I doubt I’ll get to have an explicate say on this at the ballot 

box.  Thank you. 

 And, finally, why did you hold back? Why didn’t you tell us what you really felt 

about Warringah? 

Facilitator: Thank you very much.  We’re up to speaker number 51.  No 51.  Fifty-two.  5 

Fifty-three.  Thank you very much. 

Roy: Thank you very much and welcome residents.  My name is Roy Bendall.  I am 

a third generation Mosman resident and a Mosman Councillor. 

 Mosman.  We’ve been going for 122 years.  Both North Sydney and Mosman 

separated from Willoughby and the reason we gave was that we were a 10 
distinct community of interest and Willoughby was not looking after our 

interests.  We seem to be in some sort of reversed time warp where we’re 

going back to the future on this one.   

 Now, let me assure all of you, because Mosman’s been pillared here as not 

part of your community; we don’t want to be part of this community.  We want 15 

nothing to do with this proposal.  This appears more to me like a political fix to 

split the opposition in both Manly and Pittwater while sacrificing Warringah by 

the author of political expediency.   

 My community has been verbal.  Not only in this KPMG report but also by the 

Premier in last week’s Manly Daily saying the two out of these three councils 20 

support this proposition or this proposal.  It is completely false.  That is an 

erroneous statement.  Mosman has never suggested that we want to have 

anything to do with this.  We respect you and we like as neighbours.  But, 

neighbours put fences and a Spit Bridge is our fence.   

 Last night Mosman Council passed an unanimous resolution and if you bear 25 

with me I’ll read it out.   

 Mosman Council formally rejects the amalgamation proposal of Mosman, 

Manly and part Warringah Councils.  Mosman Council notes the proposal 

announced on the 18th of December was never suggested or considered in 

any reports commissioned by the state, mainly Ernst and Young, IPART or 30 
the independent report into Local Government report which has subsequently 

formed the basis and all the analysis that our council has done.   

Facilitator: One minute. 

Roy: Hundreds of thousands of dollars and thousands of man hours have been 

spent erroneously on looking into us going with the lower north shore and at 35 

the last minute we’re thrown into this.  I believe it’s a political mess.  And 

dividing your community is insane and outrageous.   

 As I’ve only got one minute left I think you’ve got the message of where 

Mosman is and [indecipherable].   
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Facilitator: To steal a line from the previous speaker – back to the future – number 52.  

We’re going to go back a number. 

Speaker 52: Good afternoon.  My name is **** and I am a resident of Warringah.  It’s a 

very hard act to follow.  I’ve only got a few points to make.  The rest I’ll make 

in a written submission.   5 

 Firstly, I just want to say I’m strongly opposed to the current proposal to split 

Warringah.  The proposal would take away democratic representation in 

decisions that are made about areas that we regard as our local area and our 

local domain.   

 The proposal would also remove our democratic participation in future 10 

decisions about public infrastructure, facilities and reserves to which our rates 

have contributed for many years.   

 In terms of democratic involvement, we would effectively cut off from local 

areas of which we spend a lot of time and of which we care about.   

 At the same time, we are concerned that the proposal would allow 15 

representatives who are less familiar with our local area to be responsible for 

decisions about their future.  In fact, the proposal undermines and removes 

democratic rights that are inherit in Local Government.  The proposal to divide 

Warringah which have spent a great deal of rate payers’ income on 

documents relating to planning controls and management plans including 20 

documents where the boundary of the area encompasses the whole of 

Warringah.  Updating these documents and management responsibilities to 

apply to each half of Warringah divide would not only be inefficient it would be 

a complete waste of money. 

 I am also concerned about the impact on staff moral and the loss of staff with 25 

experience and historical knowledge of the local area.  This would erode the 

expertise that is important for an efficient and effective council.   

 Reform should first identify problems and weaknesses in the present system.  

The existing northern beaches councils are operating well according to - - - 

Facilitator: One minute. 30 

Speaker 52: - - - the financial and other criteria.  Prior to any reform public consultation 

should take place to identify where improvements could be made that do not 

involve a substantial and costly change such as is proposed.   

 The proposed boundary that divides Warringah is not aligned with catchments 

and will result in discontinuity within the planning and management of those 35 

catchments.  The environmental consequences have obviously not been 

considered.  For example, the proposed boundary of the Warringah Council 

split would traverse Manly Warringah War Memorial Park and subdivide 

Manly Dam catchments.  The boundary should be shifted and have the whole 

of the park including the dam catchment, including the bush land south of 40 
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Warringah Road – some of which is an offset to the hospital site should be 

including in the same council area.   

 In summary, I believe the proposal is undemocratic, an unnecessary waste of 

money and resources and an untimely distraction from other much more 

important regional issues.  Thank you very much. 5 

Facilitator: Speaker number 54. 

Carolyn: Thank you very much.  My name is Carolyn Corrigan.  I’m the Deputy Mayor 

of Mosman.  I’ve lived in Mosman about 25 years and I also grew up in Dee 

Why.  So, I’ve got a bit of a foot in both camps. 

 I would like to say thank you, Mr Bullen.  I’m very much here today to 10 
represent our Mayor who is actually not able to speak to this room today.  He 

will be speaking to the room tonight.  But, for the residents of Mosman he is 

not able to speak to you today.   

 I was going to do an edited version of his presentation but I wonder, Mr 

Bullen, if you would be happy if I gave out to the residence of Mosman on 15 

their leaving the room his actual presentation? Because, they won’t get to 

hear what their Mayor – who was a popularly elected Mayor and a very, very 

popular Mayor to not actually have his say.   

 I’m just going to keep it really brief.  I get a feeling that it’s a shame that 

KPMG and the government aren’t in this meeting and weren’t here to hear us 20 

before they wrote this proposal.  I actually don’t think it’s worth the paper it’s 

written on and I think it’s a dud.  That’s clearly what we’re hearing around the 

room today. 

 The other thing I wanted to say, Mr Bullen, is to me I think we have to go right 

back to fundamentals.  Right back to the basics.  I think that forcing anyone to 25 

do something against their will is a serious act of harassment.  It is unethical, 

it is amoral and it is undemocratic. 

 The residents of Mosman are not against reform.  We are against being 

forced to amalgamate with, let’s be honest, people who don’t want to be with 

us.   30 

Facilitator: One minute. 

Carolyn: I think that really says it all.  I think that everything that has been said in this 

room regarding Mosman is absolutely true.   

 We’re 122 years of strong independent government.  We believe absolutely 

that this needs to – I think the whole process has to go back to square one.  I 35 

think the process has been politicised.  I think that it’s like kids in the school.  

There’s bullies.  There’s kids in the school yard.  The whole process needs to 

go back to square one and we need to all get the Local Government that we 

deserve which will look after us, which keeps our communities intact, which 

absolutely makes us feel really important and part of our fabric. 40 



 41 

Female: Councillor Corrigan is representing the Mayor of Mosman and the Mayor of 

Manly was given 15 minutes. 

Facilitator: That’s not the way the process is set out.  We understand what you’re saying.   

Female: [indecipherable] the Mayor of Mosman going to say. 

Facilitator: Okay.  I’ve noted that the Mayor of Mosman will speak tonight, and I 5 

understand it’s not to this room. 

Female: He’s not here today but we are. 

Facilitator: Okay.  I understand that and we’ll take that on note.  Okay.  Thank you very 

much.  Speaker number 55, please.  Fifty-five.  Okay.  Speaker number 56.   

Speaker 56: Hello.  **** from Warringah.  Wave, sing and rain is what it actually means in 10 
the Yora language.  I just want to talk about the importance of language and 

identity.   

 We’re Warringah.  That’s what we’ve got.  I didn’t agree with either choice that 

I was given.  Right.  My identity is someone in Warringah.  I’m like the guy 

from Dee Why earlier.  I don’t like this council.  I quite like Brian Green’s 15 

council, funnily enough.  But, I agree with Pittwater that they have a right to 

[indecipherable].  I agree that they have right to [indecipherable] and I don’t 

like seeing Warringah split up, but if this council goes ahead as planned I’m 

going to refer to my local council as Manly Warringah Council whether they 

like it or not out of protest.   20 

 Now, just going back to the history lesson.  Homo-sapiens, sapiens and 

language evolved in Australia while it was called [indecipherable].  That’s the 

supercontinent of Tasmania, New Guinea and Australia and Eastern 

Indonesia.  Prior to 62,000 years ago – and the local people were called the 

Saltwater people.  The [indecipherable] tribe, the Yarragal tribe.  Because, we 25 

came here 8,200 years ago and called it Warringah when they asked 

[indecipherable] tribe, which is now Blacktown, if they could live here. 

 There was an agreement come to in the Land Environment Court of New 

South Wales between those two [indecipherable] because never had an 

agreement with each other about who had what land.  Now, the point is this is 30 
a world that is 8,200 years old.  Okay? 

 Now, I got a book when I was 12 by my sister for my birthday.  It was set in 

the city of London.  The capital of Oceanaa at a place called Air Strip One just 

near [indecipherable] apparently.  Now, the point is the guy who lived there in 

the capital of Oceania or Australasia.  Which, mind you, if you look on the 35 

second page of the Australian Federal Constitution it lists New Zealand as a 

state of Australia but they refused to sign a false document - - - 

Facilitator: One minute. 
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Speaker 56: - - - that was contrary to the Pacific Islanders Act and the Waitangi Treaty.  

Because, I’ll tell you what terra nullius incognito was a proven lie at the time.  

The Mile Creek massacre which was used in evidence for the Mabo treaty 

where people went the gallows and there was one other instance as well for 

murdering aboriginals.  They were definitely human.  They were here.  It’s a 5 

void document.  The legal side is that the [indecipherable] and Garigal tribes 

of the Yora nation.  There was 450 language nations in Australia at the time of 

the white man’s settlement if you call it that.   

 Now, I was glad to see Jessica Mauboy, a Yolngu woman from the Yalanji get 

up there on the Harbour Bridge and sing the national anthem in my local 10 
language on Australia Day.  Your language.  And, it absolutely shook me to 

tears.   

Facilitator: Okay.  That’s three minutes. 

Speaker 56: Thank you. 

Facilitator: Thank you.  Okay. 15 

Speaker 57: Thank you.  Thank you, Mr Bullen.  Thank you people for giving me the 

opportunity to speak today.  My name is ****.  I’ve been a resident of 

Mossman for over 27 years and rate payer for 20 of that.   

 I object to the proposed merger and believe that Mosman should continue 

independently.  My key reasons are as follows. 20 

 The financial benefits are insufficient as noted by a gentleman a short time 

ago on his reference to the chicken dinner and lacking in detail.  I fully expect 

there are financial benefits from rationalisation but we deserve more 

transparency.  Importantly at this case I do not even know if the benefits 

include the sale of council properties.   25 

 As an accountant myself who has reviewed many proposals anyone coming 

to me with only a 20 year return figure and period would be promptly be told to 

go back and return with a clearer proposal including key assumptions and the 

details of return over various periods including, at least, three, five and ten.  

Anything longer than that is likely to be completely irrelevant.   30 

 The two areas have very distinct characters.  Both are very attractive but 

different.  Those characteristics are why people choose to live in one or the 

other.  Attempting to meld them would be to both areas’ detriment.   

 The idea espoused by a contributor to last week’s Mosman Daily that together 

there is a better chance of improving the Spit Bridge Military Road log jam is 35 

laughable.  We’ve had long sitting State and Federal MPs including literally 

the Prime Minister.  But, still nothing has been done.  Reducing two voices to 

one is hardly likely to see an improvement.   

 While we do not always agree with our local council we have enthusiastic 

Councillors and residents who make the views known and action gets taken.  40 
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We see our Councillors around the area.  They are parts of the community.  

That immediacy will be lost if they are part of one mega council. 

 Mosman Council provide very good services to staff in many respects.  Not 

always but in many respects.  For example, as part of my volunteer work I 

have reason to be in contact with the age and disability team.  They know the 5 

needy of the area and how they can be helped and what’s happening for 

them.  This is unlikely to continue if they’re not based locally. 

 Another would be the prominence of a simple request about refuse recently.  I 

got a quick call back and action was taken.  Again, how’s that going to happen 

if they’re not around. 10 

Facilitator: One minute. 

Speaker 57: Our area’s noted as having expensive rates but we get what we pay for.  Let 

us continue to fund and receive the level of service we want as a community 

and realise efficiencies by cooperation on mutually beneficial matters not 

merging.  Thank you very much. 15 

Facilitator: All right.  Ladies and gentlemen, we’re up to speaker number 58.  Speaker 58.  

Speaker 59.  Fifty-nine.  Can I have speaker 60 through 65 come up to the 

front here? And, we’ll be up to number 60.  So, speaker 61 through to 65 

seats up the front here for you. 

Speaker 60: Thanks, Mr Bullen, for the opportunity to air my views consistent with a lot of 20 

other views that have been expressed today.  My name is ****.  I’ve been in 

the area for only 25 years.  I wish it had been longer.  Half of that Manly LGA 

and more recently in Warringah.   

 I really wanted to add my voice to the long list of residence who are really very 

clearly disappointed with the current merger proposal.  It came out of left field. 25 

 Like most people I believe there are benefits from amalgamation although I’m 

not unhappy with the performance of Warringah Council or Manly Council.  

So, where’s the vision? Four years of research and consultations produced 

nothing but a lemon.  Judging by the commentary today it’s a pretty bitter 

lemon at that. 30 

 The government’s rhetoric throughout the research period and prior to the 

recommended report of the merger proposal suggested that both panels had 

a solid understanding for the community’s preferences and they’d be reflected 

in the final recommendations.  Indeed, Mr Baird constantly claims that he’s 

listening to the community.  I wish he was here today to hear what we had to 35 

say. 

 The recommendations are clearly dramatically opposed to the over welling 

majority of residents views.  The northern beach is a special place.  It is a 

vibrant community that highly values its environment and the lifestyle that it 

offers.   40 
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 The geography and the environment are the primary reason people are 

attracted the area and it’s also the reason they tolerate the appalling bad 

transport infrastructure that they have to contend with on a daily basis.   

 The northern beaches need careful stewardship.  That can only come via a 

single integrated regional administration.   5 

 From both a financial geographic and cultural perspective Manly, Warringah 

and Pittwater are a logical and sensible fit as would be Mosman – I have 

nothing against my Mosman neighbours.  They’re great people.  I have great 

friends there.  It’s the lower north shore and it would logically fit with its lower 

Northshore neighbours, Cremorne, Cammeray, North Sydney and perhaps 10 
one or two others thrown into the mix.  They are geographically and culturally 

aligned.   

 On almost every point the justification of the current merger proposal an even 

better outcome would be delivered by the creation of a single administrative 

entity for the area however no effort whatsoever appears to have been made 15 

to model this option.  One must ask the obvious question why.   

 And, back to the financials.  In this discussion and this debate, the facts are 

missing.  The merger requires or makes a lot of loose statements about the 

potential financial benefits.  Very little focus on intangible community benefits 

of the proposed merger.   20 

 The proposal is littered with phrases such as, “We’ll benefit by up to an 

equally nebulous potential to generate,” etcetera, etcetera.  The critical detail 

that underpins the analysis is missing and the small amount of information 

that’s found its way into the public arena has been wholly discredited.  The 

claim savings are highly questionable. 25 

Facilitator: That’s three minutes. 

Speaker 60: Okay.  Thank you. 

Facilitator: Ladies and gentlemen, speaker number 61. 

Speaker 61: Good afternoon.  My name is ****.  I life in Warringah and I’ve very happy to 

live in Warringah which I regard as really the best place in Sydney and that’s 30 
why I live there.  I’m quite happy with Warringah Council.  I think after many 

hard years we actually do have a council we can be very proud of.   

 Now, this proposal that the government’s put up should be completely 

rejected.   

 There’s no basis for splitting up Warringah.  A good council that has 155,000 35 

residents, that has both culturally and geographically made sense to keep 

together.   

 I think if we are going to merge any councils it should be one council for the 

northern beaches.  That’s what the majority of people on the northern 
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beaches want.  We don’t want to have two small councils that really can’t 

achieve the outcome the government is claiming that’s there.  They won’t 

have the scale, they won’t have the capacity.  Warringah already has that with 

both the rates, the financial and the service delivery.  That’s why it won the 

Bluett this time around in 2015.   5 

 Splitting Warringah will be both complex and costly.  The cost I can talk to as 

a chartered accountant.  I’ve worked for KPMG, I’ve also worked for Ernst and 

young and I can say the KPMG numbers are absolutely wrong.  They’re 

wrong.  We’re not going to save any money splitting a council up.  How can 

you save money? You’re going to end up with huge redundancy costs. 10 

Facilitator: One minute. 

Speaker 61: Huge assets that go into each council and what we get two smaller councils 

as I said.   

 The idea to bring in Mosman as part of this proposal that’s ridiculous.  I’m 

sorry.  Mosman’s a lovely area but it’s not part of the northern beaches.  You 15 

know that.  We know that.  The government should know better.   

 This proposal overall is an absolute dud and should be rejected and kicked in 

the touch.  Thanks very much. 

Facilitator: Thank you very much.  Speaker number 62.  Can I invite speakers – if you 

aren’t already – 65 through 70 up? There’s plenty of seats up here to be 20 

ready. 

Speaker 62: Good afternoon.  Thank you Mr Bullen for this opportunity to address.   

 My name is ****.  I’m a resident of Warringah formerly Pittwater.  I also have a 

strong knowledge of Manly having worked Manly Council for several years.   

 Apart from my own thoughts I have taken note of the comments made to the 25 

Manly Daily over several weeks and from the printed interview with Mike Baird 

which appeared in the Manly Daily. 

 I do feel that the comments that I have here have already been adequately 

covered.  But, I have put my name down to give a speech and I will just to add 

my voice.  I’ve also written in.  So, my written submission is already there.   30 

 So, commentary overwhelming is opposed to the amalgamation as people on 

the northern beaches are happy with the situation as it is.   

 Also, by far the majority would if pushed to agree to some boundary 

adjustment accept once council for the whole area and not to split Warringah 

into two.   35 

 We’ve been told that the whole reason for an amalgamation has been for 

economic reasons.  Mike Baird also alluded to improved consensus on such 

matters as road infrastructure.   
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 But, firstly on the financial front.  Why have we not been told where vast these 

savings estimated I believe to be 40 million from 2020.  Where are they 

coming from? Where will the savings be? Will it be from staff reduction costs?  

 If the staff are to be reduced and this one way of saving money this presumes 

a loss of staff which must mean a reduction in the level of customer service.  5 

How can fewer staff maintain the current levels of service?  

 If we have just one general manager that might save their salaries but letting 

them go and placing an administrator in charged as proposed, we lose that 

expertise and the intimate knowledge they possess of their particular are. 

Facilitator: One minute. 10 

Speaker 62: Mr Baird acknowledges that we already have SHOROC represent all four 

councils on issues and advocating on behalf of the whole region.   

 We don’t need an amalgamation to benefit from joint operations.  We already 

have a joint tendering process, joint procurement, the sharing of legal advice, 

the sharing of environment issues and the safety issues.  These and more are 15 

covered by a very effective SHOROC.  If the voice of SHOROC is not loud 

enough, then maybe allow them a greater participation in discussions.  I think 

I better skip some. 

 I just think that perhaps the motivation behind this merger is a political stunt.  I 

think it’s political opportunism.  I think they want to amalgamate because they 20 

would like to give the larger voting base to the Liberals represented by Ross 

[indecipherable] and Mike Baird.  The Greens are keeping their hold, 

especially in Pittwater, and the Liberals want to minimise any challenge from 

them and any independent. 

Facilitator: That’s three minutes. 25 

Speaker 62: Thank you. 

Facilitator: Okay.  We’re up to speaker number 63.  Speaker 63.  No speaker 63.  

Speaker 64.   

Jose: Thank you, Mr Bullen, and thank you ladies and gentlemen.  My name is Jose 

Menano-Pires and I’m Warringah Council C Ward.   30 

 It seems to me, Mr Bullen, that your report is going to be a lot easier to write 

than I first expect.  Mainly in some sections like community opinion.  I seem to 

think that there’s a very uniform community opinion.  So, thank you very much 

for that.   

 I would like to address you on a couple of minor points and I will be brief.  The 35 

first one is skyline capacity.  As you know the Government criteria for skyline 

capacity was basically filed by all the councils in the northern beaches and 

rightly so.  Let me tell you that as a Warringah Councillor I have been very, 

very deeply involved with the last three budgets.  I can guarantee you that 
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even spending $60 million in capital expenditure over the short term we 

cannot possibly do everything the residents ask us to do.  We cannot maintain 

a regional football stadium.  We cannot maintain an Olympic swimming pool 

and we could not create a regional mountain biking facility.  With that in mind I 

completely fail to see that two smaller councils are going to provide the 5 

services.   

 And, talk about benefits.  Interesting [indecipherable] we got in the report 

released in the website about 47 – 72 million and so on.  What is not clear 

until you get to the small print in page four is that those benefits actually 

include a $25 million grant from the State Government which – there’s a few 10 
accountants in the room – I would not say you would consider saving.  Like, 

someone said it’s still rate payers’ money it just comes from a different pocket.  

But, still on the financial side of things I want to raise the question of debt. 

Facilitator: One minute. 

Jose: And, let me say that debt is a valid financial instrument for capital 15 

management.  No question about it.  However, the point I’d like to make is 

that end of day numbers Manly somewhere between 50 and 60-million-dollar 

debt.  Warringah has no debt and I’m not sure what Mosman actually 

currently has.   

 But, the problem with debt is that it has to be paid.  Maybe not tomorrow but it 20 

has to be paid.  And, the question I ask is considering the debt that Manly 

carries is it fair that half the residents of Warringah will have to contribute to 

pay that debt when they had nothing to do with it? 

 [indecipherable] is one of my colleagues mentioned expenditure that 

Warringah Council has actually spent during this process over the last four 25 

years.  I do question some of the numbers that were thrown out.  I know 

they’re not correct.  But let me tell you one thing for Warringah residents.  

Warringah per capita actually spend less money than Mosman, Pittwater or 

Manly. 

Facilitator: Three minutes. 30 

Jose: Thank you. 

Facilitator: Ladies and gentleman can I call speaker number 65 please.  Sixty-five. 

Speaker 65: Okay.  My name is ****.  I live in the beautiful municipality of Manly.  I’m a bit 

of a blow in.  I’ve only been here 25 years and I’m also, well, professionally 

I’m not in any party.  I don’t represent any political party.  Well, actually I’m in 35 

the party of common sense but I think I’m one of the few members of it and 

I’m here to say I wasn’t interested in this stuff until a couple of weeks ago.  

Right.  I’m reading the Manly Daily, mostly the sporting page and something 

maybe I’m looking for an item.   

 I’m driving down the Spit Bridge one day and coming this way and I heard 40 

somebody say about this proposal.  And, when it was explained the word 
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Mosman was put in and then there was a by-line that there was no Warringah 

anymore.  So, somehow in what seemed to be the government did a really 

nice job, we’re going to have a combined council, northern beaches.  I even 

thought of a song about that when I was indifferent.  It was almost like one 

northern beaches.  There’s only one northern beaches.  Catchy isn’t it.  One 5 

northern beaches.  And, I almost drove the car – I hit the brakes going into the 

Spit.  I couldn’t believe it.  I thought the Mosman people will be mortified.  I 

think would be the word.   

 The Warringah people had disintegrated and how one of the Councillors today 

could talk down Warringah council as much as they did.  I went on behalf of 10 
Brookvale Rotary a few weeks ago to an award that they won right through 

the state being the best council and they don’t have a council anymore.  And, 

I am a strong support of Mike Baird and Rob Stokes.  I think these are two 

very splendid ethical one men. 

Facilitator: One minute. 15 

Speaker 65: I can only imagine this proposal’s been put together by some pimply face kids 

just out of university with a white polar bear and somebody says, “Find us a 

number that looks like 150 and cut these things up so it looks like that.” No 

consideration of the culture.  No consideration of the communities involved.  

And, only concerned about the numbers and the cashed.   20 

 So, I only thought one northern beaches and I don’t accept the proposition 

that somebody – many, many speakers ago said here that this is a done deal.  

I thought it was done deal.  Well, it’s come down to – I went to the meeting at 

Curl Curl last week and I’m telling you people are as – and, I’m a clergy man 

by trade – people are as mad as hell about this thing.  [indecipherable].  25 

Thank you. 

Facilitator: Thank you very much.  Speaker number 66, please.   

Speaker 66: Mr Delegate.  I better introduce myself.  I’ve just been told to do that and I’ve 

forgotten immediately.  I’m ****.  I’m Mosman’s resident and I’ve been a rate 

payer for over 40 years.   30 

 Now, it appears from this meeting that many of you are in favour of a northern 

beaches council without Mosman and we would be delighted if you could give 

them what they want.   

  The forced amalgamations that I’m going to direct my points to.  It’s 

interesting that I’ve been reading a book called The House by the Lake and it 35 

was a social history of families who lived by a lake near Berlin throughout the 

20th century.  Now, the house – this particular house after world war two found 

themselves on the wrong side of the wall.   

 Now, while I’m mentioning this is just that the whole process of amalgamation 

reminds me of what happened to those German families during this period 40 

when they lost all of their democratic rights.  They had no say in what was 
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happening.  They lost their property rights and worst of all most feared 

speaking out in case it was reported to the Stasi.   

  Now, I believe the State Government are riding rough shot over us and are 

democratically elected councils just like the Stasis and the Nazis before them.   

 Have we been given an opportunity to vote on this issue? No.  Are our elected 5 

representatives even allowed to speak out representing their views? No.  Has 

a full report been released on which this policy has been based? No.  Has it 

been explained why this magic number of 150,000 residents should be the 

minimum size for councils? No. 

Facilitator: One minute. 10 

Speaker 66: And, more importantly why scale is the critical measure of efficiency for the 

Baird government and not financial viability.  Mosman is financially viable and 

we can stand alone.  It is a disgrace that directives have been issued from the 

government to council’s that under the state of dismissal that nothing is to be 

spent by our own elected representatives to fight forced amalgamations even 15 

though they have the support of residents – their constituents. 

 Now, during the federal election campaign of 2013 some of you might 

remember rather a humorous front page on the Daily Telegraph of Rudd, 

Albanese and Craig Thomson depicted as humorous characters ColonelKlink, 

Sergeant Shultz and Hogan.  We laughed because we could all share the 20 

joke.  But, Baird and Toole are acting like the Stasi.  Far more sinister 

characters than loveable Klink and Shultz.  We cannot just laugh off what is 

being forced on us about amalgamation.   

 So, no forced amalgamations and we demand our democratic right to vote on 

this issue. 25 

Facilitator: Thank you very much.  Speaker number 67.  Sixty-seven.  Okay.  Speaker 

number 68.  Sixty-eight.  Speaker number 69.   

Speaker 69: Good afternoon.  My name’s ****.  But, I’m not from Manly.  I’m from 2099.  

Hang about 2099.  Half that’s in north area and half’s in the southern area.  

I’m from Dee Why.  So, I’m in this area.   30 

 A lot of the speakers today said the sort of things I would like to have said.  

I’m not going to repeat all of that.   

 What I will say is that there has been basically three options.  Leave it alone, 

do a greater northern beaches merger or do this thing.  And, this thing is the 

dud.  The other two work to varying degrees but this one won’t work.   35 

 But, I’ll take a different intact entirely.  Let’s move forward.  Let’s move to the 

future.  What happens if this dud goes ahead? Just think about it.  You will 

have a majority of the former Warringah residents and electors in the northern 

area.  You’ll have majority in the southern area and those electors will elect 

the new Councillors.  And, the Councillors from these northern beaches – 40 
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sorry, from the former Warringah areas will be in a majority in both the 

councils.  The majority.  And, how will they get elected? By you and me.   

They will only get elected if they come out in advance and say their platform includes a re-

amalgamation.  In other words, if this dud goes ahead you’ll spend a fortune 

speeding it up and spending a major fortune only to have the two new 5 

councils voting by majority to redraw a line.  I mean it’s a waste of time, a 

waste of money and waste of everything.  Thank you. 

 My three minutes aren’t up but I am. 

Facilitator: No, you still have a minute left.  I’ve seemed to have inherited a phone up the 

front.  I don’t know if anyone’s left that.  I’m just going to leave it on the table 10 

here and if it’s your phone please don’t be shy to come and grab it.  Okay.  

We’re up to speaker number 70.  Speaker number 70.  Speaker number 71. 

Speaker 71: The panel and everyone else, I’ve made a few observations.  I agree with 99 

percent of you. 

Facilitator: Sorry.  Name and LGA. 15 

Speaker 71: Sorry? 

Facilitator: Name and LGA. 

Speaker 71: Warringah.  Forty-four years a rate payer in Brookvale.   

 Now, it is interesting is not that the northern group of Pittwater which will I 

refer to here on as North Warringah and the Southern group, Manly, which I 20 

will here forth refer to as South Warringah made a huge song and dance 

about a northern beaches hospital.  Notice northern beaches hospital.  No.  

No.  They wanted to keep their old hospitals in spite of the fact that the people 

who run the hospitals, the clinicians etcetera, said, “No.  No.  We need 

something much, much better.” But, no Pittwater and Manly decided to stick to 25 

their guns and guess what? One of them is going to have the job of sorting 

out the traffic around the northern beaches and appeasing all kinds of things 

that are going to go on with the establishment of the northern beaches 

hospital.   

 My children grew up as very active members of North Curl Curl Surf Club.  My 30 
granddaughter is now part of Collaroy Surf Club.  Her father still at 50 plays 

soccer.   

 Now, we have a lot of interest in the entire northern beaches area.  I love 

Mosman but we are not Mosman.  I want to speak for the little people.  The 

people around Brookvale who have no capacity because of their age and their 35 

origins to read a complex document and then make a submission.   

 Brookvale was one of the places where many, many migrant people went to 

after the war and subsequently.  They have opinions.  Those opinions are 

valid.  Nobody has mentioned them to this point.  Not everybody has the 
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capacity to read official documents and make submissions.  Therefore, they 

have been disenfranchised.  A vote they would be able to go make their 

wishes known but no.   

Facilitator: One minute. 

Speaker 71: Am I cynical in believing that the powers that be do not want us to vote.  They 5 

want to force something upon us.  And, that is not democratic.  It is not good 

enough.  And, guess what? They have kicked the hornets’ nest because we 

have now woken up.  We are sick to death of being taken for granted.  As 

though we will keep electing the same tired old people over and over from 

Council.   10 

 And, I must say Warringah Council – I was one of many who went to council 

meetings up till midnight if necessary before Council was dismissed the last 

time.  Things have improved dramatically.  And, those of us who went there 

were black, white and brindle in our political persuasions.  But, we stuck 

together and we will not be dudded again.  We will not be dudded again.  15 

[indecipherable].   

Facilitator: Thank you. 

Speaker 71: There’s one important thing I want to – please, with your indulgence.  This is 

very important.  This little piece of paper shows South Creek Road.  Even 

from a distance you could probably see South Creek Road is bunting out like 20 

a bay window.  Now, what on earth could that possibly be? Should I enlighten 

you? That is the Dee Why Mosque.  So, why have all the people on South 

Creek Road on the Northern side gone to North Warringah except for the Dee 

Why mosque? [indecipherable] Warringah? You have to wonder. 

Facilitator: Thank you very much.  Thank you.  All right.  Ladies and gentlemen, number 25 

72. 

Speaker 72: Good afternoon to the delegate, Mr Bullen, to Mayor Jean Hay, Councillors, 

ladies and gentlemen.  My name’s ****.  I’m an eight-year-long resident of 

Mosman.  I’m here as a private citizen.  I speak for my wife and our baby girl.  

She’s only ten months old so can’t actually talk but I think I can speak on her 30 

behalf. 

 Now, let’s get back to basics here ladies and gentlemen.  What we’re talking 

about the proposal is for a major and permanent change to the manner of our 

government.  A major and permanent change to the manner of our 

representation.  And, ladies and gentlemen firstly, we, the people, should 35 

pass judgment on this.   

 In a modern sophisticated democratic nation, a major and permanent change 

to our government and our representation should absolutely be put to the 

people.  I believe that is our democratic right. 

 Secondly, I’m not against amalgamations but I believe any amalgamation 40 

must be done in a manner that brings a community along the way.  It must be 
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genuinely consultative, considered and cooperative.  There’s a way to achieve 

amalgamations but the forced fashion presently proposed I cannot support.   

 Thirdly, the key word is local.  That’s the word I haven’t yet used in this 

address and yet that lies at the very heart of this discussion.  We’re all local 

people.  We all love our local communities.  We all pay our local rates to 5 

receive our local services and we all want and deserve real local 

representation.  So, to keep it local the areas being governed actually must 

united, clear communities of interest that come together.   

 Now, that is unachievable if Mosman must merge with Manly and Warringah.  

If it must be that there’s an amalgamation, then I believe that Mosman and 10 
North Sydney come together in a more logical manner and that’s for a host of 

reasons as you’ve heard from other speakers.  Whether they be cultural 

historical, economic, environmental social or otherwise.   

 Now, today’s a rare opportunity.  There’s just this meeting and tonight’s 

meeting.  So, let’s get a clear picture of where we stand. 15 

Facilitator: One minute. 

Speaker 72: If your first preference is for the proposal that is currently on the table raise 

your hand.  Are there any hands? 

Male: No one. 

Speaker 72: There’s not a single hand.  Well, let that be noted for the record.  I don’t think 20 

there is a single hand raised for the proposal before us.   

 Now, in summary ladies and gentlemen let’s get this process right.  Let’s put 

this to the people and let’s achieve communities of interest in the communities 

of interest.  This is frankly what we deserve in our democracy.  It’s what our 

communities deserve and it’s what we the people deserve.  Thanks very 25 

much. 

Facilitator: Ladies and gentlemen do we have number 73? Thank you very much. 

Speaker 73: Good afternoon Mr Bullen, ladies and gentlemen.  My name is ****.  I’m 

speaking as an individual.  I have been a lifelong resident of Warringah and a 

rate payer since 1971.   30 

 I’d like to register my strong opposition to the proposed amalgamation of the 

southern part of Warringah with Manly and Mosman Councils.  In my view it is 

unwarranted because Warringah is already a strong well managed and 

efficient council in my experience and is an award winning council.   

 I believe rate payers and residents will be enormously impacted negatively by 35 

the disruption and dislocation of services which are inevitable in the changes 

caused by splitting Warringah in two and creating two smaller council areas.  

In my written submission I’ve looked at how this could impact on me as a 

library user and imagined the bigger impact when you consider thousands of 
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people that use Warringah library services.  Not the least of which would be 

the cataloguing system and the enormous task of integrating computer 

systems.   

 However, if change is inevitable I believe there is a more logical proposal in 

creating a single northern beaches council.  The area has a natural boundary 5 

shaping it into a Local Government area in the water ways and bushland of 

the surrounding national parks.  And, there is already a community of people 

who identify as the residents and workers of the northern beaches.   

 Any Google search will locate hundreds of businesses trades and companies 

that promote themselves as servicing the northern beaches.  It has an 10 
identity.  And, as a matter of interest a quick search on the internet this 

morning of Airbnb instantly identified the northern beaches area of Sydney 

and provided immediate access to at least 18 holiday accommodation listings 

for the week in February that I selected. 

Facilitator: One minute. 15 

Speaker 73: In my view, if we are to achieve the optimum benefit from the enormous 

disruption caused by amalgamation a united northern beaches council 

comprising Manly, Warringah and Pittwater is the logical choice. 

Facilitator: Ladies and gentlemen, speaker number 74.  Speaker 75.   

Speaker 75: Good afternoon, Mr Bullen, and other associates and good afternoon ladies 20 

and gentlemen, supporters.  All of you offer no word to this proposal I 

imagine.  My name is **** and I live in Mosman and have done for close to 40 

years.  Now, I’m not at all sorry to hear you say that you don’t want us to join 

you.  I’m actually really rather pleased and it’s also obvious from the maps in 

this publication which they reluctantly gave me at Mosman Council.  That’s a 25 

picture of the areas that they want to combine.  Or, that’s the areas that 

they’re talking about.  And, then on the other page they’ve got the pictures of 

how it will look when it’s combine.   

 But, if you will look at that little pinnacle there.  I mean it’s just a blob.  A tiny 

blob.  And, I turn back to this side that’s actually the little blob that’s 30 

represented on the other page relating to the areas that are going to be 

included and that is the little blob that represents the whole of Mosman.  It’s 

not on the map of the new area that’s going to be represented.  It’s just a little 

tiny blob.  So, they obviously don’t want to sign it do they.   

 I’m not a bit disappointed that you don’t want us.  And, I too would oppose the 35 

merger.   

 What else can I say? 

Facilitator: Thank you very much.  Okay.  I’ve got a number of additional speakers that 

registered on the day.  Speaker number 76.   
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Speaker 76: My name is ****.  I live in Warringah and I’m speaking today on behalf of the 

Save our Councils Coalition.   

 The Save our Councils Coalition is a coalition is a coalition of community 

members, community groups, Councillors and councils across the whole of 

New South Wales and its objectives are to ensure our local councils stay 5 

local, to call on the New South Wales State government to keep its promise of 

no forced amalgamations.  To ensure where a merger is proposed the 

process lets local communities decide whether valid referendum of all electors 

to fight to keep our councils local in any process undertaken by the New 

South Wales State Government.   10 

 Mr Bullen, it is the view of SOC that a review under section 263(3)(b) of the 

act which is to find out what the attitudes of the residents of the areas 

concerned can only be obtained by a formal referendum of electors.   

 It does not appear that the delegate intends to exercise his discretion under 

section 218F of the act for a referendum and we formally request that the 15 

Delegate undertakes that referendum as allowed under the act. 

 Can the Delegate confirm that its intention not to have a referendum and 

could he please in his report explain why no formal referendum is being taken 

and how he is able to ascertain he has determined the attitude of the 

residents and the rate payers of the areas when as you’ve seen today a 20 

simple poll of those attending show that there is no support for this proposal.   

 The second point that SOC wants to make is that the level of representation in 

the current communities reflects the communities’ desires for that level.  With 

many councils adjusting the number of Councillors to obtain the current levels. 

Facilitator: One minute. 25 

Speaker 76: Amalgamation will dramatically reduce the level of representation.  The 

proposal infers by comparison in every proposal that the representation levels 

in Blacktown – and, nothing against Blacktown – are optimal without any 

evidence being proposed.  And, it appears that the desire is to have the same 

level across the whole of Sydney.  SOC calls for local representation to be 30 

maintained by rejecting the current proposal and the attitude to the current 

proposal be tested by a formal referendum.   

Facilitator: Ladies and gentlemen we’re up to number 77.  Seventy-seven.   

Speaker 77: Thank you.  I’m ****.  I live at Cooroy where I’m a rate payer.  I’m sorry, Mr 

Delegate, I forgot to acknowledge you.   35 

 I’m really delighted to see so many people here.  So many concerned people 

and also essentially of one mind.   

 I actually was born in Queensland but I was fortunate to be taken from there 

when I was about two and I’ve been living in Manly Warringah ever since.  I 

grew up in Fairlight.  I went to a local primary school at Manly West.  I went to 40 
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Narrabeen Girls High School.  I taught at Forest High School.  I taught 

Narrabeen Boys High School.  Now, I have to go across the Spit.  I taught at 

Mosman when I was teaching at Sydney Technical College.  It was a very 

long journey and it became longer and longer as the years went by and I was 

very pleased when I retired.   5 

 It isn’t surprising that this is known as the insular peninsular or it was known 

as that at Narrabeen Boys High School.  The insular peninsular because we 

do have common interests here.   

 I can hardly even be angry about it.  It just seems so silly.  It doesn’t make any 

sense to me at all.  In fact, I thought the whole Pittwater thing was a bit dodgy 10 
at the time but we won’t travel back there.   

 I think there should just be one local council.  That’s what we’re interested in.  

I won’t harp on beaches but there’s a whole natural environment, 

geographical.  It’s all been said by everybody else and I think to start splitting 

up and adding a bit here and chopping a bit off there doesn’t make any sense 15 

at all.  In fact, I became confused when suddenly I read on the internet official 

document of attaching Mosman because Mosman and Manly had common 

coastline. 

Facilitator: One minute. 

Speaker 77: I don’t quite believe that.  I thought on that basis we should be going from 20 

here right up to Tweed and right down to Eden because we all have a 

common coast line. 

 I also thought that the reason that we had the boundaries essentially as they 

are because of the natural waterways.  They are natural boundaries and as 

everybody acknowledged getting across the Spit Bridge is mighty and often 25 

you can’t even get off the Peninsular if there’s bushfires and or floods.  Thank 

you very much. 

Facilitator: Ladies and gentlemen, number 78.  Number 78. 

Speaker 78: My name’s **** and I live in the Warringah area and I am the secretary of a 

sporting organisation in the whole peninsular area.  It will be much better if it 30 
was one council for that reason.   

 I’ve been a rate payer of Warringah for over 52 years and volunteer in the 

sporting organisation for over 30 years.  I am totally opposed to the current 

proposal. 

 At this stage the present status quo should be the decision as we can really 35 

not comment on anything but the proposal before us.  In other words, the 

proposal before us should be rejected.   

 If there is to be an amalgamation I do support a northern beaches council.  

But, that is not a current proposal.   
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 The proposal needs to go back to the drawing board and look to the 

community interest of the people.  It is obvious today that the people present 

want a single northern beaches council which I do support.   

 It was essentially the first proposal put forward before political agendas came 

to the fore and Warringah was split in two.  The first reports I read in the local 5 

papers was that it should be one council.  And, that was what I thought was 

going to happen before the politicians got into.  Thank you. 

Facilitator: Speaker number 79.  Seventy-nine. 

Speaker 79: Good afternoon, Mr Bullen, ladies and gentlemen.  My name is **** and I have 

lived in Mosman as a rate payer for seven years.   10 

 I have always had the impression that Mosman Council was an efficient 

enlightened council that provides excellent services and although it may be 

small it works.   

 I would like to endorse most of the comments made about Mosman and the 

fact that you don’t want us on the northern beaches and we don’t want to go 15 

there.   

 I just like to add an observation.  Just recently Medicare, which was very 

comfortable housed in Bridgepoint shopping centre in Mosman, has moved.  

And, I thought this was an ominous sign of things to come because it has 

moved to Brookvale.  Now, this doesn’t make much sense if you’re a resident 20 

in Mosman and so with that thought I will leave you.  Thank you. 

Facilitator: Thank you ladies and gentlemen.  Speaker number 80.  Speaker number 80.  

No number 80.  Speaker number 81. 

Speaker 81: Thank you, Mr Bullen.  Thank you for allowing me to speak today.  My name 

is ****.  I’m a resident of Fairlight and immigrated from England in 1971.  I’ve 25 

lived in Manly, Warringah area ever since.  I love the area and I don’t like 

what I see happening at the moment with this proposal. 

 Change is never easy and when it happens it needs to look well into the future 

to ensure more change is not necessary thus creating more upheaval and 

expense.   30 

 This topic has divided the peninsular and cut through political allegiances.  

There have been threats by local identifies to withdraw support, expensive 

campaigns to persuade the public to go in certain directions and I believe we 

have to be forward thinking and not continue to be parochial and look after our 

own special interest.   But, look to the future to the ensure the northern 35 

beaches remains the place in the world to live. 

 I actually put that in because I thought there would be a lot of people today 

actually supporting keeping their own councils and keeping everything 

separate.  So, I applaud everyone to looking to the future for that. 
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 From the review of all the data using all the evidence that is presented to the 

report I believe there should be one Council on the northern beaches with 

Brookvale and Dee Why being the central hub and the administrative centre.  

Currently all roads seem to lead to Dee Why and to Brookvale.   

The estimated changes and the financial savings could change the whole dynamic of our 5 

local planning infrastructure if the figures are true.  For example, there is 

scope to merge libraries, maintenance and repairs for all the roads leading to 

Sydney by one council.  Art galleries and art facilities into one great hub 

similar to the new centre at the Blue Mountains.  I don’t know if anyone’s been 

there but it’s absolutely amazing and this is something we could have here. 10 

Facilitator: One minute. 

Speaker 81: One council could manage the lagoons and water runoff from the beaches, 

the road infrastructure improved, supporting sporting facilities.  You could all 

have free access to all the beachside car parks.  That’s a joke.  That will 

never happen but we can dream can’t we.  And, the pluses go on.   15 

 And although all the councils are financially stable, Manly has more to lose as 

they have been more astute in their property management over the years.   

 We could also be seen to lose the smallness and the knowledge of who is 

who in the council.  But, does that matter if the services improved and we’re 

getting better value for our rates?  20 

 I think I better turn the page because I’m going to run out of time. 

 This is a particular thing that I’m interested in.  If we look at the reduced 

community representations with the council membership this could be 

addressed by initiating the precinct system which Manly supports and North 

Sydney supports throughout the beaches.   25 

 This new precinct system could have six general meetings a year and cover 

much larger areas than are currently established in the Manly area.  We could 

have one huge general meeting a year and that could be a way where the 

community could communicate with the reduced council numbers. 

Facilitator: Okay.  That’s three minutes.  Ladies and gentlemen, number 82. 30 

Speaker 82: G’day, Mr Bullen.  My name is ****.  Ladies and gentlemen I lived for 27 years 

very happily in Mosman.  I married a Mosman girl so I left Newport and went 

there.  I then retired.  We both retired and we moved paradise.  We moved to 

North Manly which is actually currently part of Warringah.   

 What I want to concentrate on this afternoon – because, much has been said 35 

about this new development – is some of the boundary lines and how they 

affect the geographic and environmental management of our northern 

beaches and Manly – what is it? Mosman area.  We have four lagoons in the 

northern beaches.  One of them is Manly Lagoon.  For 90 years the boundary 

ran up the middle.  It used to be a damn nuisance bumping my canoe over 40 



 58 

that rotten boundary every time I went on it.  The new plan has solved the 

waterway situation which should really improve the management of Manly 

Lagoon.  However, part of the catchment – and, we have a catchment 

management authority – has chopped off the northern section above – which 

is Frenchs Forest.  Which is going to the greater Pittwater area.   5 

 The 90 years has seen Manly Lagoon basically being mismanaged.  Not 

through anything sinister but because when you’ve got two councils involved 

their aspirations and priorities are different.  This is something that should be 

avoided.  So, it’s really sad that even with this proposal part of the catchment 

has been split.  And, low and behold the same thing happens at Dee Why.  10 
This was part of the Warringah and now the whole northern shore and part of 

the upper reaches of Dee Why catchment are going to be in the greater 

Pittwater Council and the southern part is in the greater Manly Council. 

Facilitator: One minute. 

Speaker 82: We’re looking at mismanagement there possibly in the future.  Narrabeen has 15 

been resolved thank goodness.  But, I believe our precious lagoons, 

Narrabeen, Dee Why, Curl Curl and Manly, have so much in common they 

should be all managed by the one authority. 

 And, the same goes for our coastline.  Warringah Council put together a 

coastal management plan and now this plan has been split down the middle 20 

at Long Reef.  So, the Dee Why and those areas are going under another 

plan.  So, these boundaries should reflect the geographical familiarities of the 

northern beaches area in particular.  Thank you very much. 

Facilitator: Ladies and gentlemen we’re up to number 83.  Eighty-three. 

Speaker 83: My name’s **** from Warringah.  I’ve been a resident of Warringah for the last 25 

35 years and unfortunately I’ve also been the Local Government in one way 

or another in the last 35 years as well.  Twenty years as being an employee 

as an engineer responsible for council’s assets and the last 16 years running 

my own medium business providing services right across Sydney 

metropolitan area.   30 

 All I can say is size doesn’t matter when it comes to efficiency in councils.  

What does matter is how effective the council engages with their community.  

Community is what’s important.   

 Having worked on Mosman Council for ten years admittedly 16 years ago it’s 

easily in the top five councils that I know of in terms of efficiency.   35 

 My services I’m currently delivering range from Blacktown down to Sutherland 

across to Randwick and I don’t serve any councils here at the moment but I 

do serve North Sydney.   

 What’s important is where you draw the boundaries on councils.  A hundred 

years ago we got it wrong.  We had people [indecipherable].  We didn’t have 40 

the benefit of satellite maps and we drew maps, plans and we had to stick 
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with it.  And, then we’d try and make it work in the field.  So, you had roads 

going off cliffs and what not. 

 Today though how the hell we’ve gone back to the future in some respects 

where we’ve gone back to having boundaries drawn up down the middle of 

residential streets, natural waterways, national parks.  Forget those as being 5 

natural boundaries.  Let’s join Mosman with Manly and Warringah or southern 

part of Warringah and call it, I suppose, Southern Warringah.   

Facilitator: One minute. 

Speaker 83: It’s all very MontyPython this whole scenario.  I was talking to my daughters 

who like going to the beach up at Killarney which, by the way is south of 10 

Manly Golf Club, but we’re part of Pittwater or the northern Warringah.  So, I 

said, “Hey girls, where are you going to go to the beach this weekend?” They 

said, “Well, I don’t know.  We usually go to Freshwater or Curl Curl or Dee 

Why.” I said, “No.  No.  You can’t do that anymore.  They’re not your local 

beaches.” And, they said, “What do you mean dad?” I said, “No.  Your local 15 

beach is going to be Collaroy or Narrabeen.” And, they said, “But, dad there’s 

no parking there.” I said, “But, don’t worry.  You won’t have the stickers 

anymore for the carparks where they provided them.” And, they said, “You’re 

kidding me right?” And, I said, “No.  I think better come along today.”  

 The very easy solution to this - - - 20 

Facilitator: It’s three minutes. 

Speaker 83: - - - is every four years at the time we have council elections we have each 

council has to have a referendum and so we all have a chance to say how we 

feel about the councils and do we feel they need to be merged.  Thank you. 

Facilitator: Okay.  Number 84.  Eighty-four.  Eighty-five.  Okay.  Does anyone have a 25 

number who hasn’t exercised their right to speak yet? Eighty-six.  There we 

go. 

Speaker 86: Mr Bullen, my name is ***.  I’ve lived in Warringah all my life.  My three kids 

are fourth generation northern beaches.  The northern beaches is our 

community.  It is how we identify.  It is how our friends identify.   30 

 I’m the northern beaches hub co-ordinator of the Australian Progressives.  A 

brand new community based political organisation which is aiming to create a 

progressive vision for our community and to change the way politics is done in 

our country.  I’m also an active member of Curl Curl Lagoon Friends but more 

than that I’m a normal resident of the northern beaches.   35 

 My kids went to or go to local schools, they have local jobs, my husband and I 

have a local business and we employ local people all on the northern 

beaches.   

 So, to me as a normal onlooker this process came out of the blue.  I took an 

interest from the start reading the Manly Daily and from where I stand this 40 
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process has divided the community as it was left for councils to push their 

own barrows. 

  The concerns of community organisations such Curl Curl Lagoon Friends 

were not addressed adequately and from where I stand I don’t think it was 

Warringah Council’s job to do that.  I think it was the State Governments job 5 

to do that.   

 Reading the articles in the Manly Daily I perhaps foolishly thought perhaps 

there is a vision.  Perhaps there is a plan.  Mike Baird seems like a nice guy.  

Wouldn’t it be nice to be able to have trust in our government? 

 I chose not to take sides feeling that I did not know enough about the reasons 10 

or the process.  But, I was gobsmacked when after all the talk about how 

amalgamation was the only option we have this splitting of Warringah and 

joining with Mosman being dumped on us. 

 Then I got a call from someone in my Australian Progressive Northern 

Beaches hub asking if I could represent them somehow.  But, I didn’t feel 15 

qualified.  I didn’t even know what I thought.  So, unlike the State Government 

I sent out a survey.   

 Now, the people in this hub are pretty well evenly divided between Pittwater, 

Warringah and Manly and to my surprise over 50 percent of the people 

wanted one northern beaches council.  Over 40 percent wanted the status 20 

quo and less than 10 percent wanted the split.  But, you can guarantee they 

were people from Pittwater who knew the status quo wasn’t option. 

Facilitator: One minute. 

Speaker 86: Now, I understand why some people in Pittwater don’t want to join Warringah.  

I remember those days and if I could have escaped then I probably would 25 

have too.  But, those days are over.  Warringah Council lead the way in 

consulting processes and has just won the highest accolade there is in the 

Bluett award and in any case the status quo was never an option.   

 The people of the northern beaches are a great community of people.  We are 

more than dollars and cents and sure has hell we’re not a parking sticker.  It is 30 
up to this government to show us the evidence that allowed them to come up 

with this solution.  It should be up to them to convince us that this process is 

not a sham.  It is up to them to show up the measureable benefits to our 

community and I don’t mean in dollars and sense.  I mean in quality of life.  

This should not require us to give up our time to argue this case.  This was 35 

not our idea.   

 I would like to register a lack of confidence in this process and my personal 

support for one northern beaches council. 

Facilitator: Thank you very much.  Can I call number 85, please? 
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Speaker 85: Hello.  I’m **** and I’ve been living in Mosman Council for the last 35 years.  

Prior to that I was living in America where our Local Government was really a 

totally other force to be dealt with.  Because, they ran the schools and the 

police.  And, that’s somewhere else we could go but perhaps not now. 

 I think we’re suffering under what I call the Kennett factor because Kennett 5 

down in Victoria took 205 councils down to 80 and did it overnight with little or 

no consultation and we know that he’s in the formula at the moment and I 

don’t think that’s helping any of us.   

 Queensland is another example that’s been stuffed down our throat.  In the 

southeast corner there’s eight councils.  In the equivalent area from New 10 
Castle to Wollongong we’ve got 45 Councils.  And, they say, “Well, if 

Queensland can do it why not us?” Well, go to Queensland.  That’s where I 

grew up.  So, is bigger better? Over the last 20 years ICAC ICAC’d 20 local 

councils and most of them were big.  Warringah was ICAC’d I think three or 

four times and was dismissed twice.   15 

 So, bigger Councils are not better necessarily.  And, I think this whole formula 

of trying to get 150,000 as the benchmark is totally unjustified in any of their 

documents.   

 So, Mosman is not part of the northern beaches.  We’ve heard that over and 

over again.  And, we don’t think we are either.  So, thank you for rejecting us 20 

because we don’t want any part of your party either.  So, if you could sort it 

out up that side now we’ve got to sort it out below the Spit Bridge.  Or, maybe 

we’ll put up some sort of a stockade there.  Because, we’d love you to get off 

Military Road and Spit Road. 

Facilitator: One minute. 25 

Speaker 85: So, what are we going to do if we do have to get bigger? Originally they were 

talking about us joining up with North Sydney.  Now, North Sydney and 

Chatsworth are part of the global arc and they are going to be the big 

business hub of the north shore.  They think.  Are we? Is that part of our 

character? It’s not.   30 

 Perhaps what we could do which was one proposal around we confiscate 

across to the freeway and we take on neutral Bay, Cammeray, Cremorne and 

it becomes a Mosman of a significant size.  And, if we want to be really 

ambitious we could propose that we also take North Bridge, Castlereagh, 

Castle Cove, and become the Council called Middle Harbour.   35 

 That would be workable.  But, the car sticker thing is the important thing.  I live 

near Balmoral and I don’t want all those people coming down having picnics 

at Balmoral. 

Facilitator: That’s three minutes. 

Speaker 85: So, I think the New South Wales government really needs to rethink the 40 

agenda about what is important for Local Government.  We don’t want them 
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to run the police so why do we have to force them to be big? Because, even 

in America local council doesn’t have to be big to be efficient.  So, why do we 

have to be forced into this silly model. 

Facilitator: Okay. 

Speaker 85: Thank you. 5 

Facilitator: Thank you.  Okay.  Ladies and gentlemen, I’ve gone through my numbers.  

Has anyone got a number that hasn’t exercised their right to speak tonight or 

this afternoon? Nobody else with a number? Okay.  I might pass over to. 

Michael: Is there anybody else who wishes to speak. 

Facilitator: If anyone else.  Okay. 10 

Michael: If they’re speaking this evening – I need to hear the information once.  So, if 

they’re registered to speak this evening they can speak this afternoon but 

they’ll forgo their space this evening. 

Facilitator: If there’s anyone here who is not registered to speak this evening and would 

like to speak now we’ve still got about half an hour.  However, if you are 15 

registered tonight and you speak now you only get to speak once.  You don’t 

get to speak tonight.  Okay.  I’ve got to take it.   

Speaker 86: My name’s ****.  I come from Warringah.  I live in Davidson and we seem like 

we’re the left out people up there in the forest because we’re connected to the 

other part of our area by these two narrow little skinny roads that go through 20 

the long and narrow winding – what’s that song? I’m sorry, I didn’t think 

[indecipherable].  It’s just a ludicrous concept.  There’s kilometres of bush 

between the two areas.  That’s the first thing.   

 All these other arguments that people have put up here today are arguments 

which I believe in too.  I mean we haven’t got data on what’s happening.  The 25 

bigger northern beaches council is a better fit if we in fact are going to have 

bigger councils.   

 One thing that a lot of you probably haven’t realised is that there’s only two 

proposals here.  There’s the silly one which is the two councils and there’s the 

status quo.  The Local Government department aren’t going to consider any 30 
other proposal.  That’s true isn’t it? 

Michael: No, not strictly. 

Speaker 86: Not strict.   

Michael: So, when I wrap up I’ll explain that. 

Speaker 86: Yeah.  Okay.  We’ll that’s not what **** told me.  So, we need to get that 35 

clarified because where do we go from here.  I mean the proposal that we’ve 

got now is so stupid.  There’s nobody in this room that actually put their hand 



 63 

up and said, “We like that proposal.” Not one person.  The other people that 

wouldn’t come to the meeting have told me the same thing.  “They’re so silly.”  

 So, what we want to know is – what we need is a way forward.  How do we 

get our one northern beaches council if that’s what we get? We know how to 

get the status quo one because when you go back and report all this that will 5 

happen because Mike’s such a nice guy.  But, how do we get the one 

northern beaches? So, that’s it really.  That’s all I want to say.   

 Hopefully we’ll get some support from the North Warringah people this 

afternoon.   

 North Warringah by the way should be called Mackellar.  Because, that’s the 10 

federal electorate which covers north Warringah.  Bronwyn Bishop’s seat.   

 And, what about South Warringah? 

Facilitator: One minute. 

Speaker 86: That of course ought to be called Warringah because that’s Tony Abbot’s 

seat.  It covers Mosman as well.  So, we’ve got Warringah and Mackellar.  15 

Thanks. 

Facilitator: Thank you.  I’ve got another speaker here.  Just to remind you if you’re 

registered for here tonight and you speak now not tonight.  Just your name 

and LGA. 

Speaker 87: Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen.  My name is ****.  I am the president of 20 

the Manly Warringah Football association.  I’ve been here for a few hours and 

I’ve seen some great speakers and are all very passionate about the current 

proposal. 

 From a Manly Warringah football perspective, we represent just over 17,000 

players who play the game week in, week out Manly Warringah area and that 25 

also encompasses the Mosman area.   

 We currently deal with four councils with four different procedures, four 

different booking functions, pre-season access, fee structures, etcetera.  So, 

we deal with four different councils at the moment.  It is totally unworkable.  It 

is extremely difficult as an association running a volunteer sport to run over 30 
that many councils.  It’s literally impossible and it makes it extremely difficult 

when trying to set fees for players when you have four different structures 

between four different councils.   

 So, from a sporting perspective one council would fit us perfectly.  I think I 

speak on behalf of the sports as well that has the same challenges week in, 35 

week out trying to organise sport here on the northern beaches.  So, one 

council would suit us best.   

 We already have made some submissions to Mike Baird in regards to if this 

ridiculous proposal does go ahead that the two councils at least have a 
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uniform approach when dealing with organisations that cross over both 

councils.  Thank you. 

Facilitator: Thank you very much.  Probably got time for a couple more if anyone’s – no? 

Okay.  One more and then I’ll pass over to Mike. 

Speaker 88: Hello.  My name is **** and I live in North Curl Curl.  I have only been a 5 

fulltime resident there for the past seven years.  I was a resident in Epping for 

45 years before retired and moved fulltime to North Curl Curl.   

 The one thing that hasn’t been said today or suggested and I don’t know 

whether it’s appropriate for me to say it or not is that I am so angry and I was 

disappointed at first in Mike Baird because I admire him very much.  I think he 10 

is a good and ethical man.  But, it disappoints me that he can endorse 

something as utterly stupid and ridiculous as this proposal.   

 That not only am I disappointed in him but I am angry to the point where my 

written submission to him personally and to everybody else that’s on the list of 

people that we’re supposed to write to is going to tell him that this is going to 15 

affect my vote.  If this thing is put in and no matter of what political 

persuasions you are I would tell him that I have voted Liberal as long as I’ve 

been a citizen – which has been over 25 years now that this is – I am so 

angry that this will affect my vote and the people in Warringah particularly who 

outnumber all those people in Pittwater and Manly that he’s trying to obviously 20 

appease with this – that Warringah voters who are very, very angry like I am 

are perhaps going to undo the good will he thinks he may have gotten from 

Manly and Pittwater doing this. 

 That’s all I have to say. 

Facilitator: All right.  Ladies and gentlemen, thanks very much.  I’ll pass over to the 25 

Delegate, Michael.   

Michael: Thank you all very much for your time and contributions this afternoon.  It’s 

probably true to say that you’ve left me in no doubt as to the mood in the room 

and to the position.   

 What happens from here? The opportunity for written submissions is open 30 
until the 28th of February.  Both the information that’s been presented here 

and the written submissions we will review over the next little while.  And, as I 

said we’ve already received a significant number of submissions that we’re in 

the process of reviewing.  Once that’s all finalised I will then have to with 

some assistance synthesise the information that’s presented and then 35 

independently as my role of delegate write a report and make a 

recommendation to the minister for Local Government.   

 So, the question that was asked a minute ago around options that I have at 

my disposal.  I have to write a report and a recommendation in relation to this 

proposal.  The proposal of Mosman, Manly and part of Warringah.  That could 40 

be to say yes or it could be to say that the information presented says there 

should be something else adopted.   
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 I’ll come to another point.  If there were some minor changes and the issue of 

boundaries has been raised by several speakers today, then there would be – 

that would be considered a minor amendment to this proposal.  If it was a 

major change such as the non-inclusion of Mosman which has come through 

today as well, then that would be a major change and it would have to go 5 

through the hurdy gurdy again of a proposal and public enquiry and so on.   

 So, I just want to make sure that people understood what happens from here 

on in and once that’s finalised then the minister for Local Government will take 

a decision.   

 I’m happy to answer questions on process if I can.  But, my role is not to 10 
argue the merits one way or the other of the proposal or not.  So, question 

their first. 

Female: Is there any possibility of the report from KPMG being made available? 

Michael: The question was is it possible for the KPMG to be made available.  On the 

Local Government website, the assumptions underpinning the KPMG report 15 

are available to look at.  And, in essence what they’ve used is audited 

financial statements from ’13 – ’14 from the Local Government as well as a 

number of other reference information.  People will have seen media and 

commentary around the validity of some of those assumptions.  The way I’ve 

been thinking about that is if information is presented to me that requires 20 

further analysis of what KPMG has presented then I am able to request that 

that is done as part of my deliberations in finalising my report.   

Female: Can you make recommendations or do you make recommendations about 

this? 

Michael: About the make up? So, if this proposal was recommended – so, I’m saying if 25 

this proposal was recommended one of the factors I can make a comment on 

is the desirability of wards or precincts.  Was that the question? 

Female: No.  I was just thinking can you suggest there be one council? 

Michael: It will probably come from – there’s a bit of semantics here which is I can’t 

recommend another thing but I can make commentary on it is probably the 30 
best way to describe it. 

Female: So you’re able to comment on the existing proposal but you cannot 

recommend anything? 

Michael: No.  I can make a recommendation around this proposal and then I can make 

a comment on other aspects. 35 

Female: I’ve already made my written submission but having listened here I want to 

change it.  What is the protocol in that? Can someone make two 

submissions? 

Michael: Yes. 
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Female: Okay.  [indecipherable].  Thank you. 

Michael: Okay.  Sorry.  The question just there was around if they wanted to make an 

additional submission could they do it given the information that was 

presented today and my answer was yes people can make a second 

submission. 5 

Female: It seems that the minister for Local Government wasn’t obliged too much 

attention to the experts, Professor Samsun, etcetera.  So, how much notice is 

he prepared or obliged to take of your summations? 

Michael: I’ve worked in government for a fair period of time and I’m sure many of you 

have had some experiences of that as well.  I mean ultimate governments 10 

take decisions through cabinet processes and so my recommendation will go 

to the Minister for Local Government and the Minister for Local Government 

will make the decision.  So, I can’t comment on how and what he will make 

that decision.  That’s his role.   

Male: It’s the question of the moment [indecipherable] Manly Councillor.  Are you 15 

able to recommend that a poll be taken? 

Michael: Yes, I can recommend that a poll be taken.  Whether that’s necessary – and, I 

didn’t say yes or no – but - - - 

Male: Yeah.  I understand that. 

Michael: - - - whether that’s necessary – I think there’s a clear perspective here this 20 

afternoon and there has been a lot of polling and sampling of the community 

issues and interests.  So, as I’m working my way through the submissions and 

looking at the information that will inform me as to what the communities 

views are. 

Male: So, if you recommend it to go ahead would you say that’s a recommendation 25 

to government they should poll the community. 

Michael: I haven’t thought that far ahead. 

Facilitator: Mike, I’ve got one down here. 

Michael: Okay.  Is he going to sing again? 

Male: No, I’m not going to sing again.  Unless you really want me too.  Delegate, I 30 
actually wanted to say on behalf of, I think, all of us how well **** has 

mediated and handled this.  Some of us were pretty enthusiastic in some of 

our feelings about this and I think you’ve handled it very well.   

 Mr Delegate, I understand your position.  You’ve been given a paradigm in 

which to work.  But, the lady who I think was North American by her accent 35 

and spoke just a few minutes ago I wondered whether her comment was 

appropriate when she asked about voting.  Now, the reality is politicians, even 

the ones we love, all depend on our votes and the reactions that people have 

to different things.  My suggestion as I have already done – well, I went to that 
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meeting the other night at Curl Curl when I was just oblivious to what was 

going on.  I went home and typed a thing and sent it off to Mike Baird.  

Whether he reads or not is another thing.  But, at least I felt better going to 

bed.  And, I think that you’re important in your electorate and with dealing with 

the two guys unfortunately they happen to be in the seats of Manly in terms of 5 

Mike Baird and Pittwater in terms of the planning minister.  Very unfortunately 

coincident that I think.  And, they’ll be listening to you.  So, we must not 

expect these guys here, you’ve done a terrific job, to do as much as we can 

do because we can say exactly what we think.   

Facilitator: Mike, I think there’s one more here and then I’m conscious of the fact that 10 
we’re almost out of time. 

Male: Mr Bullen, thank you for this afternoon.  I’m sure that everyone here 

appreciates the difficulty that you face when you hear an audience like that.  

My question is, do you personally feel accountable for reporting to this group 

either through government or yourself what your recommendations are and 15 

why? Or, no disrespect personally intended, will you hide behind a cloak not 

declaring what you’ve said and have a minister say that the recommendations 

were such? 

Michael: Probably the easiest way to answer that is to say the report that I provide to 

the minister will be publicly released.  Okay.  Once again thank you all very 20 

much. 

Facilitator: One more.  I think we’ve got enough for one more.  Last one. 

Female: This is just a very short.  Very short question.  Please can you tell us ignorant 

people what KPMG is? 

Michael: Okay.  There was one or two people today who worked for them.  Perhaps 25 

they can outline it.  I think it’s probably some amalgamation of previous 

accounting firms.  So, it’s actually an accounting firm that undertook the 

financial analysis.   

Facilitator: It’s the founders’ names.  Last names in order.  But, I don’t know what they 

are. 30 

Michael: So, again, they’re an organisation that’s called KPMG.  They’re just called 

KPMG.  So, can I just once again as a final wrap up thank you all very much 

for your participation.  Thank you very much for your input today.  I know it’s 

been rapid and trying to manage this and I’m very, very thankful and grateful 

for your indulgence today.  Thank you. 35 

END TRANSCRIPT 


