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Council: Murrumbidgee 

Delegate: Tim Stubbs 

Venue: Coleambally Community Club 

Date: 11 February 2016 

Time: 9am 

  

Facilitator: Good morning again, everybody.  My name's Ian Colley and I'm going to be 
chairing the meeting today on behalf of the Delegate.  We'll introduce 
ourselves in a minute or two.  My job is to make sure everything runs 
smoothly and efficiently, and very importantly, that everybody who's been 5 

listed as a speaker today gets to say their piece to the Delegate.  That's the 
most important thing from my point of view.   

 Before we proceed with the formal part of the inquiry, a few bits and pieces.  
We have invited everybody to sign in so we've got a full record of everybody 
who's in attendance today, and if you're a speaker you should also have 10 

registered as well so you can say your piece to the Delegate.  Bits and pieces 
of housekeeping, those of you who don't know the facility – and I think most 
people do – there's a toilet behind the back of the partitions or something, 
ladies and gentlemen, to the left over there, your right.   

 If we have to evacuate for whatever reason there's green exits on the post 15 

and I think this door is open as well, but I don't think we've got any problems 
this morning by the looks of things.  So, formally what I'd like to do is 
introduce our Delegate, Mr Tim Stubbs, who's going to take us through the 
substantial aspects of this inquiry today, introduce us to the purpose, the 
context, why we're doing it, what we're doing.  And after that, I'll talk a bit 20 

about how we're going to work today.  Mr Tim Stubbs, thank you.   

Tim: Thanks, Ian.  Good morning, everyone.  Thanks for coming today.  My name's 
Tim Stubbs, as has been said.  I'm the Delegate that has been appointed by 
the Acting Chief Executive of the Office of Local Government to examine and 
report on the Minister for Local Government's proposal to merge part of the 25 

Jerilderie Shire with the Murrumbidgee Shire Council.  I'd like to formally 
welcome you to this public inquiry which is part of the examination and 
reporting process into the merger proposal.  I begin by acknowledging the 
traditional custodians and their ancestors of the land on which this public 
inquiry takes place, and also pay my respects to the elders past and present.   30 

 Now, I just have to work through some information about the Act and what's 
driving this whole process, so I'll go through that and just highlight a few key 
points along the way and then we'll be able to get into hearing from the 
speakers.  So, this is a public inquiry.  This public inquiry is being conducted 
in accordance with section 263 of the Local Government Act (1993).  My role 35 

as Delegate is to examine and report on a proposal that has been referred to 
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the Acting Chief Executive of the Office of Local Government by the Minister 
for Local Government under section 218F(1) of the Act.   

 This proposal is for a merger between Murrumbidgee Shire Council and part 
of the Jerilderie Shire Council.  I've been appointed to conduct an examination 
of the proposal and to provide a report to the Minister and the Boundaries 5 

Commission, and I'd like to stress that my role is an impartial one, so I'm not 
an advocate for the proposal.  The proposal isn't my proposal, it's the 
Minister's proposal.  I'm simply here to hear your views, collate the evidence 
and then produce a report that goes to the Minister and the Boundaries 
Commission in making recommendations on the proposal.  So, the proposal 10 

isn't set in stone, this is a process where you can put your views to me as an 
independent Delegate and I'll then produce a report to make 
recommendations about the proposal.   

 Sections 263(2)(a) and 218F(2) of the Local Government Act require me to 
hold a public inquiry into the proposal to merge Murrumbidgee Shire Council 15 

with part of Jerilderie Shire Council.  The main purpose of this public inquiry is 
to provide members of the public with an opportunity to provide their views on 
the proposal directly to me.  As members of the public, you have been invited 
to attend today's public inquiry and, should you choose, you may speak about 
the proposal under determination.  More detail about the examination and 20 

reporting process can be found on the Council Boundary Review website.  If 
you need the address of that website, I'm not going to read it out now, just 
come and grab it off any of us at the end of the session.   

 In summary, in my role as the Delegate I will conduct a public inquiry, which 
we're doing here today.  I've called for written submissions, so it is now open 25 

for people to submit written submissions, and that goes until the end of 
February.  Then I'll prepare a report on the proposal having due regard to the 
factors in section 263(3) of the Act.  And this is an important part.  So, these 
are the things I need to look at and I'm obliged to look at when I do my report, 
so I'll read these out, and it's important too that you think about these, and 30 

they're up on the wall as well in a couple of places.  If you do write a 
submission, it's useful to look at these and think about which ones you're 
going to put your submission under or which ones you want to address.  You 
don't have to, but of course it just gives you a bit of a structure that you might 
like to use if you want to do a submission.   35 

 So, the factors that I have to consider when I do my report are: the financial 
advantages and disadvantages of the proposal to the residents and 
ratepayers of the areas concerned, so there's a financial factor; the 
community of interest and geographical cohesion in existing areas and in any 
proposed new area; the existing historical and traditional values of the existing 40 

areas and the impact of change on them; the existing historical and traditional 
values in the existing areas and the impact of change on them; the attitude of 
the residents and ratepayers of the areas concerned; the requirements of the 
area concerned in relation to elected representation for residents and 
ratepayers at the local level, the desirable and appropriate relationship 45 

between elected representatives and ratepayers and residents and such other 
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matters as considered relevant in relation to the past and future patterns of 
elected representation for that area – that's quite a long one but it's about the 
elected representation – the impact of the proposal on the ability of the 
Council to provide adequate, equitable and appropriate services and facilities; 
the impact of the proposal on the employment of the staff by the Council; the 5 

impact of the proposal on any rural communities in the resulting area; the 
desirability or otherwise of dividing the resulting area or areas into wards; the 
need to ensure that the opinions of each of the diverse communities of the 
resulting area or areas are effectively represented; and any other factors 
relevant to the provision of efficient and effective Local Government in the 10 

existing and proposed new areas. 

 At the conclusion of the examination process I will prepare a report to the 
Minister and the Boundaries Commission.  The Boundaries Commission will 
review and provide comment on the report and provide these comments to 
the Minister for Local Government.  The Minister for Local Government will 15 

then consider the report together with any comments from the Boundaries 
Commission and may or may not recommend to the Governor of New South 
Wales that the proposed merger be implemented with or without 
modifications.   

 To allow today's proceedings to be conducted fairly and efficiently, the inquiry 20 

will be structured with a schedule of speakers and time limits on speakers.  
That's about giving everyone the opportunity to speak, so I think we're going 
to go for a time limit of five minutes today and Ian, he'll provide the detail in a 
minute.  The other members of my team are Brian and Kay in registrations, 
Erin who's coordinating – that's her over there – and Joyce, my executive 25 

officer.  Finally, today I do need to listen to all submissions and to consider 
them along with other material gathered throughout the course of the 
examination process in preparation for my final report.   

 I need to make it clear that I do not have the power to resolve any specific 
issues or identify solutions to any particular complaints that an individual or 30 

organisation may have about the proposal or the Local Government reform 
process today, so it's really my role to listen to you, I'm not here to answer 
questions about the proposal or solve problems.  Today is recorded, so I'll 
take some notes throughout the day but my priority is to listen to you, then I 
can go back to the recording later, so don't worry if I'm not scribbling furiously, 35 

I am able to go back and listen again to anything that's been said today. 

 So, the overview of the proposal is simply – and there's some pictures on the 
wall – to merge the northern part of Jerilderie Shire north of the Yanco Creek 
with the Murrumbidgee Shire, so that's the proposal in a nutshell.  In addition 
to having the opportunity to speak at this public inquiry, members of the public 40 

may provide their views on the merger proposal by making a written 
submission, and I'd encourage people to make written submissions.  Written 
submissions will be one of the most important ways for me to gather 
information during the examination process, as will verbal submissions.  If you 
wish to make a written submission you are encouraged to focus on one or 45 
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more of the factors listed in section 263(3) of the Act, which were the factors I 
went through before, and again, they're up on the wall.   

 My final report and all written submissions will be published at the end of the 
proposed examination process unless the author of a submission requests 
their submission remains confidential, so you can request that your 5 

submission remains confidential and it won't be published, otherwise it will be 
made public in my report.  Written submissions close at 5:00pm Eastern 
Daylight Saving Time on Sunday 28 February 2016 and can be submitted 
either online on the Council Boundary Review website – 
Councilboundaryreview.nsw.gov.au, but again, come and grab it off us if you 10 

need it – or by mail to the Council Boundary Review, GPO Box 5341, Sydney 
New South Wales 2001.  All right, I'll hand back to Ian and I think we can get 
started with the presentation. 

Facilitator: Thanks, Tim, appreciate it.  A few bits and pieces in terms of how we're going 
to conduct the presentations today, a reminder for everybody who hasn't 15 

signed in, please do so at the back tables.  All speakers should have already 
registered and I've got a running sheet and list of speakers.  If you haven't 
registered, we'll probably have time towards the end for some additional 
speakers to come forward.  I think we've got a bit of time.  Time limits, Tim's 
already mentioned for each formal speaker that five minutes will be the limit 20 

so we can open up as much possibility of presentations from each member of 
the public that is here today, so five minutes.  We're constrained by the 
opening and closing hours of the formal notification of this meeting, so that's 
one of the limitations, plus the number of speakers.   

 If you don't quite get enough time to deal with the issues you need to, please 25 

put it in a written submission.  Written submissions are very valuable to the 
Delegate because it gives him a good chance to really consider in detail some 
information apart from what's said today.  The only exception to that speaking 
rule will be our formal presentation from the Council this morning, which I 
think is a 15-minute one.  What I'll do is, just to manage the timekeeping, I'll 30 

ring a bell about one minute before the end of that five-minute period, or the 
15-minute period, and then two bells at the end to call – for the end, and then 
invite the next speaker up.  Speakers, if you could come forward to the 
lectern, we'll give you a microphone so that everybody can hear really clearly.  
If you can address the Delegate directly.  The critical thing today is that he 35 

gets to hear, consider, think and respond to the information that you are 
conveying to him.  That's the critical piece.   

 If you can say your name and which area you're from, just in case we have 
people from outside this LGA, just to be clear – each speaker can only speak 
once in the time of the public inquiry.  Very much feel free to be forthright in 40 

your views.  I doubt that – that won't be a problem either in agreement or 
disagreement of the formal proposal, or feel free to agree or disagree with 
another speaker.  That's completely okay in terms of the expectations today.  
But, as usual, be respectful in your language, nothing personal or insulting to 
another person in the community or the folks standing in front of us today.  If 45 

possible, try to avoid repeating extensively a point that's been clearly covered 
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because the Delegate would have understood it at whatever point that 
happened.  We'll see how that goes.   

 A couple more pieces.  The rest of the audience, if you can keep it reasonably 
quiet so the speakers can be heard, preferably no comments so that they feel 
free to say their piece, that would be useful.  No audiovisual recording of 5 

what's happening for privacy reasons.  We will be making a formal audio 
recording for the benefit of the Delegate.  A full transcription of everything 
that's said will be available at the end of the full proceedings once the reports 
are coming out.  I think that's all I've got to say but I'll just double check.  Yep, 
that sounds good.  In that case, I think we may begin with the Mayor of 10 

Murrumbidgee Shire Council. 

Male: Before you go, the transcript, the timing of that - - - 

Facilitator: The timing for that, the transcript, do you know? 

Tim: The transcript will come out at the end [indecipherable] report. 

Male: Okay, so not until the end of March. 15 

Tim: Yeah. 

Austin: Thank you very much.  My name's Austin Evans.  I'm the Mayor of 
Murrumbidgee Shire.  I will not be taking 15 minutes, so there'll be plenty of 
other time for people to speak.  In a nutshell, Council has considered this 
merger proposal and its meeting on 20 January and this is the motion that 20 

was moved and supported six-nil by all Councillors, so unanimous, that 
Council support the proposed merger of Murrumbidgee Shire Council and part 
of Jerilderie Shire, the area north of Yanco Creek – make a submission on the 
proposed merger and the Council register to present public inquiry today and 
request the General Manager to prepare the submission and submit it to the 25 

February 17 2016 Council meeting for consideration.  So, pretty 
straightforward.  In a nutshell, Council currently supports this proposal as it 
stands.  The detail, particularly the factors that need to be considered as 
outlined in that, will be considered by Council at their meeting next week and 
will form part of the submission, so short and sweet, that's all that's from 30 

Council at this point of view. 

Facilitator: Thanks, Austin.  That's the first time that's happened in one of these 
meetings.  Interesting.  Next speaker in terms of invitations of speakers from 
the public to actually address the Delegate, I think my first one at this point will 
be John [indecipherable].  Is that right, John? If I skipped anybody there, let 35 

me know.  John.  In that case, I think the next speaker on my list was Phillip 
Wells.  Is that right? Five minutes.  I'll ring a bell at four minutes and then see 
how we go.  Thank you.   

Phillip: Thank you very much.  Morning, all, and special welcome to Tim, the 
Delegate.  I'll probably be very short and sweet too.  During this process – it 40 

was a very tedious process as far as our community goes and also our 
neighbouring communities – but we did consult very extensively with the 
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community and [indecipherable] submission that Council submitted back in 
November, it was unanimous by Council that this Council stand alone or 
support a part merger with Jerilderie down at Yanco Creek, and that formed 
our submission back in November.  The outcome of that from the Minister is 
what's on the table at the present time, and that is that Murrumbidgee Shire 5 

extend to Yanco Creek and incorporate the Coleambally Irrigation Area into 
this local LGA.   

 In saying that, that also aligns with the protection of the Local Land Services 
Board which covered – when it was formed two or three years ago, did have a 
boundary change in that.  Prior to that, the lower part of the CLA was in the 10 

Murray Pastures Protection Board.  When the Local Land Services Board 
came into effect, that was brought into the Murrumbidgee Local so there has 
been a boundary change in that regard.  The community in that area do have 
an affinity with the Coleambally Irrigation Area and the town.  They helped 
develop that area, or their forefathers did, and there is definitely affinity there.   15 

 At the December meeting, Council resolved, as the Mayor said, to support the 
Minister's proposal, and I believe that that was after talking to local residents 
and was very well supported by Council, and Council believed that that was a 
very good outcome for all of the residents and ratepayers not only of this 
Shire but also of the extended area down to Yanco Creek.  And I believe that 20 

it aligned some boundaries that the New South Wales Government have got, 
as I say, the Local Land Services Board and one or two others.  We believe 
that that's a very good outcome for our residents and the incentives that come 
along with that I'm sure will be engulfed by our community and we'll be able to 
make the most of it.  Thank you very much.   25 

Facilitator: Thanks very much.  Thanks, Phillip.  John Smith. 

John: I wish you’d spoken for 15 minutes. 

Facilitator: Given you time to write that speech? Sorry. 

John: John Smith, resident of Coleambally and a long-time resident.  Totally in 
favour of the proposition.  A couple of things that spring to mind.  (1), the area 30 

as laid out by the proposal is almost exactly identical to one put forward about 
50 years ago.  The area proposed is almost exactly the same as a proposal 
50 years ago when the Coleambally Irrigation Area was proposed, and that 
was basically on the grounds of a community of interest [indecipherable] 
larger then than now, I'm afraid, but such is life, and 29 percent water 35 

allocation.   

 Second thing, the residents of Coleambally, I think if you have a quick look 
round, the paucity of residents that you see is an indication that most of 
Coleambally is quite happy with the proposal as it stands.  If they weren't 
happy, you would've seen in attendance fairly similar to that at the Murray-40 

Darling Basin inquiries.  People tend to just go with the flow when they're 
happy with what's happening, so a dozen or so Coleambally residents here 
out of the 700, the rest from what I can gather are reasonably happy and, I 
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might add, surprised at the logic behind the decision to incorporate the area 
down to Yanco Creek, most of them said it should have been done years ago.   

 Two other things.  The information available from Councils, Jerilderie's has 
been brilliant.  They have a great deal of material on the net readily accessible 
and have their minutes on the net until last week.  Murrumbidgee Shire, when 5 

I looked at the minutes, I could get up to last August.  Bit of room for 
improvement there.  That's about it.  Most of Coleambally, from what I gather, 
are quite happy with what's being proposed.  They see the sense in it.  We're 
quite happy to go with it.  Thank you.   

Facilitator: Thank you.  Thanks, John, much appreciated.  Gavin [indecipherable], thanks. 10 

Gavin: Gavin [indecipherable], Darlington Point.  First-time Councillor.  Totally in 
favour of the proposal that's been put to us.  We've strived since Fit for the 
Future started to keep our community as one and this was getting dealt to us 
and it seems that really we don't know what's being given to us.  The extra 
rates picked up from the northern half of Jerilderie definitely haven’t been to 15 

our Shire.  By taking on the northern half we're opening employment 
advantages within the community.  This will benefit due to the loss of jobs 
within the rice industry and possibly bring housing advantages and money 
back into our community.  North of Yanco predominantly uses the 
Coleambally local services anyway, so we're reeling them back into our area 20 

completely.  Putting the northern end back to Murrumbidgee brings all of our 
community, business users back under one banner as the Murrumbidgee 
Shire.  Thank you.   

Facilitator: Thanks very much.  Thanks, Gavin.  Much appreciated.  Next speaker – 
John’s not here so Paul [indecipherable].   25 

Paul: My name's Paul [indecipherable].  I’m from Darling Point.  Most of the things 
that I was going to say have been covered but I'll just say what I was going to 
say.  I support the proposal to – the boundary alignment to include the section 
to the Yanco Creek.  When the CLA was created there was a proposal to 
include the whole area of the CLA and Murrumbidgee Shire.  I've been told 30 

the meeting of the Mayors on the day agreed to split the area [indecipherable] 
maintained.  The shire will not be viable without CLA.  Murrumbidgee Shire 
has been providing facilities for the residents of the area – to the Yanco 
Creek, especially [indecipherable] part of it, since the creation of Coleambally, 
and this fact was recognised by the Grants Commission and they provided 35 

additional funding under the FAG grant, a financial assistance grant, for the 
use of parks, gardens and sporting facilities in Coleambally.  There's no 
community of interest with any other part of the adjoining shire other than 
[indecipherable] the Yanco Creek.  And I totally agree with John, if the people 
didn't support this proposal and support it wholeheartedly, we would've filled 40 

this hall.  Thank you.   

Facilitator: Thank you.  Bob Kerr.   

Bob: Bob , resident and ratepayer.  Mr Chairman and guests, this is the fourth 
issue that residents of this Shire have had to tackle in recent times.  First one 
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is the bore pumps.  We were badly affected by government, poor decisions by 
government.  It was a bad outcome.  The red gum forest was the next one.  
The community had very little impact.  The industry was closed down.  
Another disaster from government.  Next one, Murray-Darling Basin.  What a 
mess, just a disaster.  So, here's a chance for the community to have some 5 

influence, a positive influence, and I believe we should be considering to go 
with amalgamation of Jerilderie Shire complete with Murrumbidgee.  There's a 
lot of benefits.   

 I, back in '94, when I was Chairman of [indecipherable], I worked with David 
Camlen and Barry [indecipherable].  They had to inspect in total 100 10 

kilometres of channel bank and survey it, two lots of 50, and the floor of the 
channel and every structure.  They were up and down every structure on a 
million-dollar development.  So, I know what it's like to work with Jerilderie 
Shire and also employed their graders with the Corrabare and on a personal 
basis on the farm.   And their operators were tops.  That comes from the 15 

Councillors right through to the staff, right through to the outdoor staff.  
They're a very efficient operation.  And I challenge anybody to prove me 
wrong.  I'm asking the six Councillors of Murrumbidgee Shire to embrace the 
Jerilderie Shire with open arms and not put your head in the sand and stand 
on your own.   20 

 In the future, you'll be the smallest or second smallest shire in the state.  You 
are going to be vulnerable to a city-centric government.  I can guarantee as 
long as day follows night you'll be subject to a takeover in the future.  Don't be 
vulnerable and don't be like a turkey on the dinner table.  You'll get carved up, 
I can guarantee it.  We've seen it before with those other three issues I 25 

mentioned.  The shire will need to acquire a lot more plant to cover the area if 
it only goes to the Yanco Creek, and skilled staff, and I'll emphasise skilled 
staff.  They're not easy to come by in this part of the world.   

 So, I'm asking the Councillors to listen to the ratepayers, be positive and go 
forward.  There's another little issue.  We have a synergy with Jerilderie.  The 30 

Coleambally Community Bank is a sponsor, number one sponsor, for the 
Jerilderie Cup once a year race meeting.  It has been for several years and it 
has an ongoing arrangement.  We also have a sub-agency at the Shire office.  
So, this community does have a link with Jerilderie in more ways than one.  
People don't see these things, particularly people from outside the area, and 35 

we're hoping to develop that bank agency a little bit further down the track.  
Thank you.   

Facilitator: Thanks for that.  We have got Craig Moffitt from Jerilderie to speak today.  
We're going to hold him until the end because that's obviously a special 
presentation, in which case I'll call forward speaker number 13, which is Brian 40 

[indecipherable].   

Brian: Thank you.  Morning, Mr Delegate.  I think we've met before.  Ladies and 
gentlemen, my name's Brian [indecipherable].  I'm an organiser with the 
United Services Union.  The USU represents 25,000 employees of Local 
Government.  We represent quite a few members here at Murrumbidgee and 45 
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both – the Jerilderie.  The USU is opposed to forced Council amalgamations.  
We believe the Local Government is the level of government most capable of 
reflecting the unique differences and character of communities across the 
state and that any decision to merge local Councils should be driven by and 
with the consent of the local community.  To this end, the USU asks that 5 

where the Minister's merger proposal is at odds with the views of the elected 
Council representing the areas affected that the Delegate conducts a formal 
poll of electors.   

 While we know the Delegate's not required to conduct a poll, we strongly urge 
you to exercise your discretion under section 218F(3)(b) of the Local 10 

Government Act and take this important step to understand the views of the 
communities affected by these proposals.  However, where amalgamations 
do occur, the maintenance and growth of employment in Local Government 
should be afforded the highest priority.  Employment in Local Government 
provides stable, well-paying jobs for local residents whilst also providing vital 15 

services to the community.  It is imperative that any merger complies with the 
[indecipherable] contained in the Local Government Act (1993) including 
section 218CA and subsection 354B(1).   

 The USU is also opposed to larger merged Councils becoming a venue for 
the wholesale outsourcing of Council services.  Ensuring that Council services 20 

continue to be provided and maintained by local communities is the only way 
to ensure stable, well-paying jobs and the provision of high quality services to 
ratepayers.  In the event of an amalgamation, new Councils should 
commence discussions with the USU and other industry unions as soon as 
possible and no later than one week after Council is constituted by 25 

proclamation.  The USU is of the view if amalgamations do occur they should 
be done via whole mergers of two or more areas as opposed to dividing up 
and splitting of Council areas.   

 Splitting of Council areas negatively impacts on staff morale and greatly 
complicates the issue of staffing of a new Council.  It is especially true in 30 

regional areas where the splitting of Councils could see employers required to 
travel hundreds of kilometres for employment in the new Councils, potentially 
creating a situation where section 354I of the Local Government Act is 
breached.  The USU also has concerns regarding the protection of small rural 
communities affected by merger proposals and does not want to see a repeat 35 

of what occurred in the former Nundle Shire where job numbers decreased by 
90 percent after the 2004 amalgamation with Tamworth Regional Council.   

 We ask that during the examination and reporting on merger proposals 
affecting the small rural communities that maintaining employment numbers in 
these communities in line with the intention of 218CA of the Local 40 

Government Act is given significant consideration.  This is particularly 
important given the devastating effect that loss of Local Government 
employment can have on these communities.  Thank you, Mr Delegate.   

Facilitator: Thank you.  Thanks, Brian.  Much appreciated.  Bev Rose. 

Male: Sorry, could I ask a question? 45 
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Tim: Yeah, just be quick.   

Male: It's in relation to Craig's presentation.  Is that on behalf of the Council or on 
behalf of Craig? 

Facilitator: Himself, I believe was the case. 

Tim: Yeah.  He had five minutes, just as anybody else. 5 

Male: Yes, I would’ve like to have spoken.   

Facilitator: Council presentations, I think one's been allowed at each session.  I think the 
formal one's already occurred.  I think that's the case, so it's a personal one 
today.   

Bev: I'm Bev Rose, President of CWA Coleambally Argoon Branch.  I have also 10 

been the President and State Rep for [indecipherable] of New South Wales 
which takes in Tocumwal, Miranda to Hay.  I'm also a Coleambally pioneer, 
starting off in 1963, so I've seen lots of wonderful things.  I think this proposal 
is very sensible from our point of view, but I haven't heard today anything 
about what Jerilderie Shire's residents think.  Maybe it's coming up.  I'm going 15 

to play devil's advocate today.  So, will there be some disadvantages for 
Jerilderie Shire residents? Did you know that Jerilderie gets Victorian 
television? They're only have Victorian telephone numbers, so there's a 
communication problem, isn't there? Really what I need you to think about is 
what's going to happen for them.  Is there going to be advantages or 20 

disadvantages for them and are we being fair? 

Facilitator: Thank you.  Thank you for that alternative view as well.  Thanks.  Eddie Wilks, 
are you here? 

Eddie: Eddie Wilks, long-time resident of Jerilderie Shire and now a resident in the 
Murrumbidgee Shire.  I look at the plan there – and I'm not on Council and 25 

there's a lot of things that I probably don't know about – but I feel we're taking 
on a lot of work, two-thirds more roads in this amalgamation, no gear to do it, 
and I feel that we should combine with Jerilderie to have the gear, it can be 
operated from their end of the Council, and I can see no advantage at all if 
this amalgamation goes forward at this stage.  Thank you.   30 

Facilitator: Thanks for that, Eddie.  I think one of our previous speakers has arrived.  
Would you like to – or you can wait a bit - - - 

Male: I'm happy to go dead last. 

Facilitator: All right, then.  We'll save your spot for a moment then.  Thanks for that.  
[Indecipherable], is that right? 35 

Female: I'll leave it there. 

Facilitator: Thanks for that.  Ken Brown? 
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Ken: Thank you.  I'll speak on behalf of combining with the whole of Jerilderie 
Shire.  I've been a 30-year ratepayer for Jerilderie Shire and I see many 
advantages of combining with the whole of the shire.  As a volunteer, I have 
volunteered in the Murrumbidgee Shire in junior league football, senior and 
junior, and I've also been a volunteer now for Jerilderie Shire with the 5 

Jerilderie Aquatic Club and also the Volunteer Bushfire Brigade.  So, we've 
got to stop the barriers that are happening with the northern and the southern 
and combine it all to have a better shire by combining them.  Now, we talk 
about the employment.  How many of the Darlington Point residents work in 
the actual shire of Murrumbidgee, or do they mostly work in Griffith Shire?  10 

 The communication – I use mobile phone now.  The landline hardly ever gets 
used at all, but if I get on and ring Collie Irrigation or a few other big 
businesses, there's no 03 on that or 69 on that, they're all treated as equal 
numbers, so that communication’s out for me.  I use at Jerilderie Shire 
graders, not only graders, I use trucks, I use the loaders, I use the Council – 15 

in the office expertise too, on many things.  And also, with the freight, the 
freight comes from Griffith and Coleambally and goes straight past our door 
straight to the southern areas, so 90 percent of the freight or produce that is 
made in this area goes south.  All I can see is a good advantage of combining 
the whole of the two shires.  I also have four farms down there.  One of those 20 

farms is in – three farms in the rural lands protection in one, and I've got one 
in the other, and I am very this side of Yanco Creek.  Thank you.   

Facilitator: Thanks, Ken.  Much appreciated.  Rob Black.   

Rob: Thank you very much, Mr Delegate, ladies and gentlemen.  I am the only rural 
ratepayer Councillor on Murrumbidgee Shire and I have an understanding of 25 

the burden of rates rural people have and the lack of – we [indecipherable] for 
the money which a lot of rural ratepayers pay the Council.  The merger, 
[indecipherable] is not an option, however the ability for Councils to make an 
informed decision of a full merger or a part merger without a full business 
case to me is suicidal.  I sent a challenge to Phil Pinyon and also to Craig 30 

Moffat at the Coleambally meeting to convince me of the advantages of a full 
merger or a part merger.  Sorry, I ask Phil Pinyon now to convince me of a 
part merger.   

 Even though Council voted to support in principle the part merger, the 
community were not informed, and I believe Jerilderie Shire Council were also 35 

not informed of the part merger.  Three Councillors are made to make a 
decision from the heart without a business case supporting the decision is 
[indecipherable].  Today I want to talk about just one of the four Rs.  There's 
rates, reticulation, rubbish and roads.  I'm going to talk about mainly roads.  
Take a look at the irrigation area of the southern part of Coleambally on 40 

Google Maps.  It is an up to date photo.  You can see the devastation caused 
to the area by the Murray-Darling Basin Plan.  Very little summer cropping in 
the southern part of the Coleambally Irrigation Area this year.  A few other 
questions.  What has caused the lack of summer cropping in the southern part 
of CLA this year?  45 
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 Now I'm moving on to roads.  Why has the Jerilderie Shire Council failed to 
link the northern part of their Shire to the communities to the west? Conargo 
Shire have provided a sealed road to their boundary 20-plus years ago, and 
that's [indecipherable] Road.  There are 100 kilometres between Jerilderie 
and Darlington Point without an avenue to the west, which is 100 percent 5 

[indecipherable] because of rainfall and other things.  We had floods in 2012 
and the only way to get to Griffith was from here down Four Corners Road, 
across to Hay and then back to Griffith, and that's for medical emergencies.   

 Similarly, why has Murrumbidgee Shire Council failed to provide 
[indecipherable] road to the Sturt Highway where the Jerilderie Shire Council 10 

completed the southern section over 20-plus years ago? Why has 
Murrumbidgee Shire Council allowed a development of a cotton gin on the 
western edge of their shire and provided no upgrades the full length of the 
Gum Creek Road to the south to support the development? And how can 300-
plus ratepayers from the Jerilderie Shire northern section bring a secure 15 

future to Murrumbidgee Shire Council with over 700 kilometres of roads to 
service when the main road, in dollars come from the town and the irrigation 
area to the south? Why are we going to relegate the outlying minority to more 
of the same old conditions? The Government cannot deliver essential 
services via the NBN satellite broadband.   20 

 I will be lobbying the case of spending the $15 million that we get for the 
merger for upgrades and sealing of the eastern and western north-south 
roads, which is Main Canal and Gum Creek Roads in the Murrumbidgee Shire 
Council, and [indecipherable] roads that will join through part of the Shire to 
the west.  Sorry, money spent will leave a lot more.  If Murrumbidgee Shire 25 

Council happened [indecipherable] proposal that the business case needs to 
support the merger, we can’t afford to inflict on our residents, all the Jerilderie 
residents, a decision made in haste.  It is said that many Councils thought we 
won the lottery.  I'll believe that when the truth is revealed in ten years' time 
when we have won a lottery with $15 million, but I believe it will be a bomb 30 

ticking.  The Jerilderie Shire Council will pounce and we'll be sent into 
obscurity at the next round of mergers.  Thank you.   

Facilitator: Thanks, Rob.  John, would you like to come forward now? 

John: Thank you for the opportunity to speak, and I do seek to emphasise I'm 
speaking as an individual, not as a representative of the company that I work 35 

for.  I think the whole process has been terribly unfortunate but I don't know 
what other process could have been employed, but it's unfortunate in that it's 
pitted communities against communities.  Life's tough enough in the bush 
without challenging one's neighbours.  The worst possible outcome out of this 
merger would've been a merger with or an absorption into Griffith Council.  40 

There was no question of that.  There was a very strong view that that 
would've been a negative thing.  Fortunately that outcome was avoided and to 
an extent Murrumbidgee Shire emerged out of the process thus far as a 
potential winner, but Jerilderie Shire, not so.   
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 One of the fellows I work with the other day when I asked him his opinion said 
to me, 'Easily that could've been us.  The situation could've been reversed.  
They're our neighbours and here's an opportunity to help them out of a tight 
spot.' Notwithstanding everything that's been said about needing a business 
case – in a perfect world there'd be a lot more time to explore those options 5 

more fully, but we don't have control of the process.  I simply observed that as 
in farming, scale [indecipherable] everything and it's going to be increasingly 
difficult for smaller shires to survive the next round.  We've got no doubts 
there'll be a next round.   

 So, there is the opportunity for Murrumbidgee Shire to reposition itself such 10 

that it stands a better chance for being less impacted in the next round – 
whether that's in a decade's time or a five year's time remains to be seen – 
and that is by accepting the opportunity to merge with Jerilderie Shire as a 
whole.  I think for the people that sit in the middle – and most of those are 
members of Coleambally Irrigation so they're well known in the Coleambally 15 

community – that also means that they're not required to be split yet again.   

 So, as I say, in a perfect world there'd be a lot more time to explore the 
business option.  We don't find ourselves in that circumstance.  We're almost 
certain we find ourselves in the circumstance down the track of – happy to be 
part of the next round of mergers and there's an opportunity to take us from 20 

being a very small shire with no prospects of surviving the next round to a 
bigger shire with some prospects of surviving the next round.   

Facilitator: Thanks for that, John.  Last people on my list is Craig Moffitt from Jerilderie 
Shire.   

Julie: I haven't registered to speak but do you mind if I say a few things? 25 

Facilitator: Absolutely.  If you can say your name, your LGA, that would be great. 

Julie: Thank you for letting me speak at the last moment.  My name's Julie 
[indecipherable].  We are Jerilderie Shire residents and I've been a resident in 
the Shire for 50 years.  We live right on the Yanco Creek, so just across on 
the proposed boundary.  We could become Murrumbidgee ratepayers.  Just 30 

upfront I'd like to say that I do not support the current proposal the way it 
stands.  I believe that the Jerilderie – at our community meetings, I believe the 
show of hands with 300-plus people in the room supported a full merger of the 
Jerilderie Shire Council with the Murrumbidgee, which was overwhelming.   

 The people south of Jerilderie in an in intensive irrigation area similar to 35 

Coleambally fully were in support of that proposal.  I believe the 
demographics between the irrigation area south of Jerilderie and the 
Coleambally Irrigation Area were pretty well together.  We're predominantly 
dry land where we are and I think we have a lot of similar needs as to the 
people up round Darlington Point, so I support a full merger between 40 

Jerilderie and Coleambally.  Just to say lastly, we have a lot of really valuable 
resources within the Jerilderie Shire Council which I think would complement 
Murrumbidgee and would support both communities' needs.   
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Facilitator: Did you register, Julie? 

Julie: Not to speak. 

Facilitator: Okay, make sure we get your details.  Thanks for that.  Much appreciated. 
Craig.   

Craig: Good morning, everybody.  I'm actually speaking as a ratepayer and a 5 

resident of Jerilderie, although clearly as the General Manager for Jerilderie 
Shire I have a lot of information that some other people don't have.  It's no 
surprise to hear that the people of Murrumbidgee Shire say that it's a good 
thing, and clearly it is for them.  Taking it in isolation, that is obviously true.  
I've heard the comment made this morning, 'A bit like winning the lotto, really.' 10 

Unfortunately, winning the lotto has an expense, and the expense is outside 
the new proposal.   

 We've said a lot to you, Delegate, about that expense.  Might've been in 
another place.  We'll be saying a lot about that this afternoon as a formal 
presentation about this proposal in Jerilderie.  But the real issue here from an 15 

outsider's point of view to me is that one of the great parts of this revitalisation 
of Local Government is all about scale and capacity, and the big issue in this 
particular proposal for Murrumbidgee, there's certainly been some increase in 
scale, what it doesn't do is bring an increase in capacity.  That has to be built 
into the future.   20 

 Murrumbidgee right at this moment has a very small number of senior staff 
through circumstances that have arisen over the last few years, so not only do 
they need to build their capacity in its current form, they have to go beyond 
that – which clearly is doable.  It takes time.  It takes a great amount of time.  
But what also needs to happen is – I understand that [indecipherable] that 25 

some of the capacity of Jerilderie Shire comes with this proposal.  In fact, 
that's not true.  You've heard the USU representative make that comment, 
that the proposed staff are protected.  They're protected where they live and 
work by two parts of the Act.   

 So, whilst it's a great thing to have this capacity transfer, it actually doesn't 30 

occur in this particular case, and that's born of the whole of Jerilderie Shire's 
operation sits in the southern half, so that's [indecipherable] capacity but 
capacity has to be transferred and that takes job applications and all that sort 
of thing.  So, it sounds good, it looks good and it certainly is clearly quite good 
from Murrumbidgee Shire's point of view, but it really doesn't create what you 35 

think it does except you’ve got to build it, and secondly, the damage left 
behind is more than significant.  I think that's the big issue.  It's all very well to 
win the lotto at somebody else's expense, but in fact there's quite a big deal of 
space left behind, so that's the point I wanted to make.  Thank you.   

Facilitator: Thanks for that.  We've actually gone through our formal speakers list and in 40 

fact, we’re well ahead of time because the speakers in this case and the 
speakers in favour of the proposal, a lot of the speakers much shorter than 
the time allocated, which is a good thing for some of us.  I suggest what we do 
is take a five-minute break, reconvene, if there's anybody else who feels the 
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[indecipherable] has moved at that stage and they'd like to make a speech, 
welcome to do so and we'll do it formally.  If not, what we'll do at the end of 
the five-minute break is we'll do our formal concluding remarks from the 
Delegate and then you're invited to either sit here and twiddle your thumbs 
while we wait for our official closing time at 11 o'clock, or feel free to leave at 5 

that point.  We’ll call for a five-minute break, reconvene, test the new 
speakers if the spirit's moved you.  If not, some concluding remarks.  Thanks, 
guys.   

Female: Can I just say one thing? Within the whole restructuring of the Shire and the 
amalgamation process, it's my understanding – and I could well be wrong – 10 

that Jerilderie was perhaps one of two shires within the whole state which 
were to be divided.  Now, I just ask the Delegates to consider very, very 
carefully that you're dividing a community, and any other Shire in the state in 
that position, I think it's very important.  I just ask the Delegate to consider 
that.   15 

Facilitator: We'll add that to your speech as well.  Five-minute break, folks, reconvene, 
conclude or continue. 

[BREAK] 

Facilitator: Welcome back, everybody.  Let's recommence.  We'll see if there's any 
further speeches.  If not, we'll do some concluding remarks.  Hands up for 20 

anybody who would like to make a presentation.  Yes, one.  Any others? One, 
two, three.  Okay.  I'll keep to the five minutes unless it's an additional point 
from the previous speakers.   

Teresa: Thank you.  I don't need five minutes.  I just have one comment, and I take 
my lead from - - - 25 

Facilitator: Name and LGA. 

Teresa: Teresa [indecipherable], Jerilderie Shire Council.  I take my comment from a 
comment Julie [indecipherable] made and lots of people applaud at the 
compounding and ongoing effect of the Murray-Darling Basin Plan, and the 
thing that really stirred us up at the time was the fact that the economic and 30 

social impacts were totally disregarded, and I feel that in this process also the 
people will be the collateral damage and the social impacts are to be 
reiterated and given great focus at every turn because we will be the collateral 
damage.  Jerilderie stands at a very great chance of being collateral damage 
right here and right now.  As Tom [indecipherable] pointed out, in a very short 35 

period of time it could actually be the Murrumbidgee Shire.   

 So, the only thing that will influence a better outcome for all of us is if we unite 
and if we work as an incredible larger group that has greater advocacy, reach 
and greater ability to influence any type of strategic planning into the future.  
Our greatest resource is our people, and if the people are compromised and 40 

minimised and taken out of the equation, we will lose our voice and we will 
lose our ability to have any influence on whatever business we bring to the 
table.  So, I think if we work as a collective and we work hard and we promote 
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ourselves as a credible group, we will have longevity and we will have an 
ability for this rural community and this region to survive, so I think the people 
are the important part of it and we need to focus on that to make that at every 
level.  Thank you.   

Facilitator: Thanks, Teresa.  Thank you for that.  There was a hand up the back there. 5 

Paul: I've already spoken.  Am I allowed to speak - - - 

Facilitator: You can get another three minutes max.  There you go.  Do your name and 
area. 

Paul: Paul [indecipherable], I'm a Murrumbidgee Shire resident.  I was under the 
understanding that we were here today to talk about the proposal which was 10 

to extend Murrumbidgee Shire's boundary.  I didn't realise we were here to 
talk about an amalgamation.  I didn't know that was on the cards.   

Tim: Just to clarify, the proposal we are looking at today is simply the proposals 
that are on there.  A number of people have spoken about the idea of merging 
the Jerilderie Shire with Murrumbidgee rather than the split as is currently 15 

proposed.  The reports I'm writing and what I'm looking at now is simply on 
the proposal as it stands there.  If people want to make the point about the 
greater merger of the entire Jerilderie Shire, that's fine, but I won't make that 
part of what I look at or analyse as part of this.  If something was to go up and 
the Minister did decide he would like me to look at that proposal as well, then 20 

it would be the case of looking at that proposal.  So, at this stage the proposal 
we're looking at is the part one.  If people want to say that they feel it's not a 
good proposal and there are better ways, that’s fine.  My report will be to pass 
on a good idea or not, recommendations on - - - 

Male: So, there's no scope for you in your terms of reference whatsoever to convey 25 

community sentiment that goes beyond that, if that was - - - 

Tim: I think there's some scope for me to definitely acknowledge that I would be 
[indecipherable] the proposal as documented here, there was a level of 
support – I don't know what the words are yet – but acknowledge that there 
was support from areas of the community for a broader or a different proposal 30 

and that proposal was X.  But it would be acknowledging it was there, but my 
words will in no way then consider is that a better idea than what I've currently 
got.  I’ll look at what the Minister's asked me to look at, if that proposal goes 
up and the Minister decides that for whatever reason he would like that 
proposal examined, then he has the option of putting a different proposal to 35 

the Delegate, whoever that might be – it could eventually be someone else – 
to then go through this process for that proposal.  So, I can acknowledge it but 
that would be where it would have to end.  It just wouldn't be seen as a 
valuable part of my report by the Boundaries Commission or the Minister if I 
talked about any other [indecipherable] other than to recognise that the 40 

community raised it as an option.   

Paul: Thank you.  That [indecipherable]. 
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Tim: You can come up here. 

Paul: No.  I've got a few facts and figures.  I won't [indecipherable].  Just a couple of 
points.  When you talk about the graders, some have spoken about, coming 
into Murrumbidgee Shire and doing work on the irrigation farms, I'm a past 
general manager of Murrumbidgee Shire.  I retired about 20 years ago and I 5 

was there for 20-odd years.  Now, [indecipherable] and it was Murrumbidgee 
Shire’s opinion that that was brought about because we didn’t want to keep it 
local – local contractors.  There's talk about Jerilderie being devastated and I 
understand that, but the Jerilderie people are not going to be left on their own 
to defend themselves.  They're going to be part of Murrumbidgee Shire.  They 10 

won't have the representation but that's the way of the world.  Talk about 
[indecipherable], there’s $15 million on the table.  You can’t [indecipherable].  
Anyway, I’ve got a [indecipherable] I won't mention it because it's not an 
issue. 

Facilitator: Thank you.  Thanks, Paul, for that second go.  Other speakers who haven't 15 

spoken yet at all? Thank you.  Name and LGA. 

Speaker 19: Thanks for the opportunity.  I didn't put my name down to speak, I just came 
as an interested spectator.  I'm a ratepayer from Darlington Point, a rural 
ratepayer, and I thought by looking at the crowd - - - 

Facilitator: Your name is? 20 

Murray: Murray Short. 

Facilitator: Thanks, Murray.  Sorry. 

Murray: I thought that maybe the delegates poll speakers, so I thought I better have 
my say, whichever way it's going to go.  But look, I've already sent a 
submission to the Shire Councillors.  This proposal that is on the wall is only 25 

going halfway.  What we need is to go the full way and absorb the rest of 
Jerilderie Shire including the township of Jerilderie.  Here we have the 
Government making an offer to Murrumbidgee Shire to double its business, 
and not only that but will give them umpteen million dollars to do it, now, any 
business in Australia that had that offer would consider it a no-brainer.   30 

 Now, from my point of view, the Shire works are in Coleambally or Darlington 
Point, they're going to get down to roads down to nearly Conargo and they're 
going to try and service them from here.  I don't think they're currently even 
servicing the west of the Shire from Darlington Point.  They probably get a 
contract.  But what I want to say here about Jerilderie Shire as a long-time 35 

client of theirs was their can-do attitude and their business – they run the 
Shire as a business, not as a local service organisation, and they're out there 
contracting and building business.  I would like to see that intangible asset 
being absorbed into Murrumbidgee Shire.   

 Economies of scale, all the same things that everybody else has mentioned 40 

that bring economies of scale and that also bring that intangible asset of the 
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skill set and mindset of the operators and managers of Jerilderie Shire to our 
Shire.  That's all I've got to say.  Thank you.   

Facilitator: Thank you.  Next speaker? Other speakers? You may be the last one.   

Alison: Hi.  Thank you, Ian.  My name's Alison [indecipherable].  I am not a resident 
or ratepayer of either Murrumbidgee or Jerilderie Shire Council.  I live in a 5 

neighbouring Council and I work in the Murrumbidgee Shire area.  Just a bit of 
information as to why I'm standing here speaking today, I'm a graduate of a 
masters degree in Local Government and I am a member of the Australian 
Local Government Association Research Committee, so my primary focus of 
standing in front of you today is to discuss some of the research that I have 10 

undertaken, partly as part of my employment but more critically as being a 
Local Government geek who likes to find out information so I can give that 
information to other people.   

 One of the things that I should say from the beginning is that the process – 
and I know we're not here to assess the process of the Fit for the Future 15 

program – but the process has created a situation where it has pitted 
communities against each other.  I am actually an elected Councillor at a 
neighbouring community and some of the comments that were made by 
representatives of that Council regarding Murrumbidgee Shire have been 
well-documented and were perhaps a primary motivator for Murrumbidgee 20 

Shire Councillors to – and residents to be opposed to a merger with that 
organisation.   

 Similarly, I've been listening to comments made at a number of meetings in 
recent weeks with regards to the professionalism of the staff at Jerilderie, and 
I have no quarrel with the capacity of the Jerilderie staff to do the work that 25 

they do.  In fact, one of their staff members is currently contracted to work 
with Murrumbidgee and the services that are provided from that organisation 
are outstanding.  I support the current proposal because I believe it does align 
with the State Government's overarching planning and long-term – sorry, I lost 
my train of thought – it aligns with the State Government's planning desires 30 

for the community.   

 My concern is that it hasn't allowed for communities to determine their own 
futures.  One of the things that I did do as part of my research was to look at 
boundaries, and I believe that the Government has missed a perfect 
opportunity to allow Jerilderie Shire to remain as a standalone shire and 35 

adjust its boundaries to an area that would be as equally as profitable and 
provide them with an equal opportunity to remain sustainable into the future.  
That's the key issue to any proposal that the Minister will ultimately determine, 
is whether a Local Government area will be sustainable into the future, and 
you can ask lots of questions around whether that's possible with this current 40 

proposal or possible with any alternate proposal for this region.   

 As Councillor alluded to earlier, undertaking a full business case is going to be 
critical to identifying what some of those public value issues are going to be, 
and the ratepayers, some of the figures that I have looked at with regards to 
how their rates will be impacted post the three, four year rate freeze that's 45 
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currently in place is that some residents could see increases in their rates for 
various components such as waste, water and sewer and general rates, 
increase from anywhere between 13 percent to up to 193 percent.   

 It's all well and good to stand here and talk about communities and retain 
community identity.  Communities will exist regardless of what Local 5 

Government area they are bound by.  Communities won't exist if they are not 
sustainable across financial grounds, social grounds and ecological grounds 
and I'll urge that in making your report to the Minister on this proposal that 
there be further research done by yourself or your assistant into what those 
issues will be once the new entity is formed.  I sympathise wholeheartedly 10 

with the people from Jerilderie.   

 As I said, I've been a spectator in most of this process and it really has been a 
great job in identifying parochial issues and pitting communities against each 
other.  As a politician, I find that abhorrent.  As a person that has worked in 
community development I find it abhorrent.  And I hope that whichever way 15 

this report is presented to the Minister that it is a balanced and fair 
assessment for this community and the community of Jerilderie.   

Facilitator: Thank you.  Thank you for the opportunity to ring my two bells.  Much 
appreciated.  Are there any further speakers? In which case I'll ask the 
Delegate to make his concluding remarks and then we'll sit here and twiddle 20 

our thumbs but you don't have to.  Thank you.   

Tim: Thanks everyone for coming, and thanks for a good session and for speaking 
as you did.  Thanks to the people who've taken the time to prepare for today 
as well and who came and spoke.  As I said before, a transcript of the 
proceedings will be generated to form a record of today's proceedings and 25 

they'll be publicly available at the conclusion of the examination process, so 
the work we're doing, so end of March.   

 I'd like to remind everyone that as well as the information provided by 
speakers today, written submissions will be one of the most important ways 
for me to gather information during the examination process.  The written 30 

submissions, there's nothing formal that you need to do about it.  Don't be put 
off by the idea of what does a written submission mean.  If you've got some 
time and if you've got some stuff down on paper, go ahead and do that.  It 
doesn't have to be formal or anything, it's just a way for you to get your views 
into the process and get them heard.   35 

 Wherever you can provide evidence to support those submissions, so 
information numbers, anything you can get your hands on to support your 
views, that's always helpful, but again, there's no formal requirement around a 
submission.  It's simply you writing down your views and sending them in.  So, 
they can be handwritten.  As long as I can read them, they're good to go.  40 

Written submissions close at 5:00pm Sunday the 28th of February this year 
and can be submitted either online at the Council Boundary Review website 
or by mail and if you need the website or the name and address, then come 
and see us or see the Council, I'm sure they'll have it as well.   
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And a reminder that the Boundary Review website also provides more detail 
about the merger process more generally as well as details about the 
proposed merger between Murrumbidgee Shire and part of Jerilderie Shire.  
Finally, thanks again for coming today.  Again, if you can get a submission in, 
that would be fantastic, and enjoy the rest of your day.  Thank you.   5 
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Facilitator: Now I'd invite the Delegate to make the concluding remarks for today's 10 

session. 

Tim: Thank you everyone for coming today.  It's been a good session.  We'll now 
take this information away and consider it and we have officially closed the 
session.  Thank you.   

END TRANSCRIPT 15 

 




