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Council: Jerilderie 

Delegate: Tim Stubbs 

Venue: Jerilderie Sports Club 

Date: 11 February 2016 

Time: 2pm 

 

Facilitator:  Good afternoon.  Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen.  If people could take 
a seat – find a spot so we can begin the formal proceedings.  Try and sweep 
around the left here so we can be seen as well.  We can start the inquiry 5 

formally.  My name is Ian Colley.  My job is to chair the meeting today, and 
strictly speaking, my role is to make sure that everybody’s who’s registered to 
speak at this inquiry gets a maximum chance to do so, but we’ll be right 
against it because of the number of people who have registered as speakers 
and the time constraints that are on us.  We have to start officially at our 10 

notified time and finish at our notified time.  Before we proceed, can I remind 
everybody if you haven’t signed in, we would love to have a full attendance 
record of everyone who’s here today.  It’s a pretty full audience and it’d be 
very nice to get a proper record of this session.  Also, if you’re a speaker 
who’s registered, you should have formally registered and we’ll have a 15 

number allocated to you at this point.  Hopefully, we can call up all those 
speakers in order.  If you’ve got a mobile phone, can you turn it to silent or 
vibrate or low volume or something so we can hear everything that does go 
on? 

 Housekeeping procedures: toilets are in the back of the room.  Those who 20 

don’t know this facility, if there is an emergency fire, flood or famine, we’re 
going to exit through the green sign doors.  Now, I like to introduce formally 
the delegate today for the public inquiry, Mr Tim Stubbs.  Tim will be taking us 
through the formal aspects of the inquiry.  The why and the what that we’re 
aiming to achieve today.  So, please welcome the delegate, Tim Stubbs.  25 

Thank you. 

Tim: Thanks, everyone.  Welcome back to those that were here yesterday, and 
welcome to the people that didn’t come yesterday.  So, my name’s Tim 
Stubbs and I’m the delegate that has been appointed by the acting chief 
executive of the office of Local Government to examine and report on the 30 

minister for Local Government’s proposal to merge Murrumbidgee Shire 
Council and part of Jerilderie Shire Councils.  I’d like to formally welcome you 
to this public inquiry, which is part of the examination and reporting process 
into the merger process.  I begin by acknowledging the traditional custodians 
and their ancestors of the land on which this public inquiry takes place and 35 

also to pay my respects to their elders past and present.  Now, I’ve got to go 
through the formal part again, same as yesterday, so bear with me as I work 
my way through it, and then we’ll be able get straight into hearing from the 
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different speakers.  This public inquiry is being conducted in accordance with 
section 263 of the Local Government Act 1993.  My role as the delegate is to 
examine and report on a proposal that has been referred to the acting chief 
executive of the office of Local Government by the minister for Local 
Government under section 218(f)(i) of the act.   5 

This proposal is for a merger between Murrumbidgee Shire Council and part 
of Jerilderie Shire Council.  I’ve been appointed to conduct an examination of 
the proposal and to provide a report to the minister and the Boundaries 
Commission.  I’d like to again stress that my role is independent, so I’m not an 
advocate of the proposal.  It’s not my proposal; it’s the minister’s proposal, 10 

and I’m simply here to hear your views on it and then pool all that information 
together to write a report where I make recommendations on whether the 
proposal should go ahead or not, and then, the minister chooses what he 
does with those recommendations.  So, it’s not my reporting to the ministers, 
and this is your change to give your information to me to put into my report.  15 

As members of the public, you have been invited to attend today’s public 
inquiry, and should you lose, may speak about the proposal under 
examination.  More detail about the examination and reporting process can be 
found on the Council Boundary Review website and come and see us if you 
need that address.  It’s basically Councilboundaryreview.nsw.gov.au, and 20 

we’ll help you with that in the end. 

So, in this role, I will conduct a public inquiry, which we’re doing today, call for 
written submissions, which have been called for and they can be submitted 
right up until the end of February, and I’ll then prepare a report on the 
proposal, having due regard to the factors in sections 263(iii) of the act.  The 25 

factors that I must consider in my report – so, these are the things I need to 
address in my report and write about – so, they’re quite important.  The 
financial advantages or disadvantages of the proposal to the residents and 
ratepayers of the areas concerned.  That’s the first.  The community of 
interest and the geographical cohesion in the existing areas and in any 30 

proposed new area.  The existing historical and traditional values in the 
existing areas and the impact of change on them.  The attitude of the 
residents and ratepayers in the area concerned.  The requirements of the 
area concerned in relation to elected representation for residents and 
ratepayers at the local level.  The desirable and appropriate relationship 35 

between elected representatives and ratepayers and residents, and such 
other matters as considered relevant in relation to the past and future patterns 
of elected representation for that area.  The impact of the proposal on the 
ability of the Council to provide adequate, equitable and appropriate services 
and facilities.  The impact of the proposal on the employment of the staff by 40 

the Council.  The impact of the proposal on any rural communities in the 
resulting area.  The desirability or otherwise of dividing the resulting area or 
areas into wards.  The need to ensure that the opinions of each of the diverse 
communities of the resulting area or areas are effectively represented and any 
other factors relevant to the provision of efficient and effective Local 45 

Government in the existing and proposed new areas.   

So, those factors are up on a couple of posters around the room, but it’s 
important that you consider them and see that I do have to consider across a 
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breadth of different issues or factors when making my report, not just one 
issue alone, and if you are going to put in a written submission, which I would 
encourage you to do, it’s useful to use those factors as a bit of a guide.  But 
anything that you put in as a written submission can be anything that you feel 
comfortable in.  It doesn’t need to be very formal or anything.  If you can just 5 

sit down, if you’ve got some time, and jot some things on some paper and 
send them in, that’s fine.  As long as they’re legible, anything is acceptable as 
a submission.  At the conclusion of the examination process, I’ll prepare a 
report to the minister and the Boundaries Commission.  The Boundaries 
Commission will review and provide comment on the report and provide these 10 

comments to the minister for Local Government.  The minister for Local 
Government will then consider the report together with any comments from 
the Boundaries Commission, and may or may not recommend to the 
Governor of New South Wales that the proposed merger be implement with or 
without modifications. 15 

To allow today’s proceedings to be conducted fairly and efficiently, the inquiry 
will be structured with a schedule of speakers and time limits on speakers.  
When we get to speaker numbers, we’re going to go for four minutes per 
speaker, same as we had yesterday.  That will actually put us a tiny bit 
overtime, so if you are a speaker and you have finished what you’ve said, we 20 

encourage you to finish before time if possible and that way, we should be 
able to make sure we fit everyone within the allotted time; we can’t go over 
the two hours.  A facilitator today is Ian, and he’ll provide a more detailed 
rundown in a couple of minutes.  Other members of the team: Brian McCabe 
in registrations, Erin, who’s co-ordinating things today, and Joyce, my 25 

executive officer.  Finally, my duty today is to listen to all submissions and 
consider them along with other material gathered throughout the course of the 
examination process in preparation of my final report.  I need to make it clear 
that I do not have the power to resolve any specific issues or identify solutions 
to any particular complaints that an individual or organisation may have about 30 

the proposal or the Local Government reform process today.  So, the proposal 
that we are looking at is on a couple of maps around the place, and you can 
see that it’s to merge Jerilderie Shire north of Yanco Creek with 
Murrumbidgee Shire. 

In addition to having the opportunity to speak at this public inquiry, members 35 

of the public may provide their views on the merger proposal by making a 
written submission.  Written submissions will be one of the most important 
ways for me to gather information during the examination process, as will 
verbal submissions.  Again, I encourage you to focus on the factors if you put 
in a written submission.  My final report and all written submissions will be 40 

published at the end of the proposal examination process, unless the author 
of a submission requests that their submission remain confidential.  So, any 
submissions that you put in will be published, unless you specifically ask that 
they’re not, and written submissions close at 5.00 PM on Sunday, 28 
February 2016 and can be submitted either online at the Council Boundary 45 

Review website or by mail, and we can give you that address as well, and I’m 
sure the Council will have both the website and the postal address if you need 
it.  I’ll hand back to ****. 
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Facilitator: Thanks, Tim.  Thanks for that.  There’s a few bits and pieces on the how, and 
I think Tim’s already declared the critical bits, the timing of the actual 
speaking.  Reminder to sign in if you haven’t already, speakers already 
registered.  They may be a chance for unregistered speakers at the end, but 
at this point, it looks unlikely.  Time limit’s four minutes.  We’ll be strict about 5 

that.  What I’ll do is ring the bell at the one minute to finish mark and two bells 
at the completion mark.  The speakers today have been extremely well-
behaved.  I’ve only had one or two that we’ve had to come on and finish a 
very long finishing sentence, so we’ll see how we go.  Speakers, if you can 
come forward to this lectern and make your presentation to the delegate, 10 

address the delegate directly; his job is to listen pretty carefully and hear 
everything you say.  He’ll be taking notes.  We’ll also be doing an audio 
transcript of the actual session today, so it helps in any considerations.  If you 
can come forward and mention your name and where you’re from as well, 
which LGA, just in case we’ve got a mixture here today, and only one 15 

presentation for the actual session today per person.  Absolutely feel free to 
be forthright in your views, and I’m expecting that in any case, either for or 
against the proposal, or in agreement or disagreement with any other 
speakers.  That’s completely acceptable.  But respectful in your language to 
the degree possible, particularly nothing insulting or personal to any persons 20 

here, there or anywhere.  We’ll see how we go. 

 If possible, try and avoid repeating at length major points that have already 
been made.  We’ll just see how we travel on that one.  For our audience 
today, my major request is that we try to keep it reasonably quiet so all of us 
can hear very well what each speaker is saying.  I think just a key bit for the 25 

substance of the inquiry today.  No audio-visual recording, please, just for 
privacy issues.  We will be making a formal transcription.  I think that’s all we 
need to say.  In which case, the only exception to our limit on speakers is a 
formal presentation from Jerilderie Shire Council, and we’ll be having a 
double-act today, our Mayor and general manager, and we’ll introduce today 30 

with a five minute presentation from the Mayor, Mayor Ruth McRae.  Thank 
you, Ruth. 

Ruth: Thank you, Ian.  The only thing you have to remember about Jerilderie is it 
starts with a J, not a G.  Perhaps you can pass that on to the people in 
Sydney.  Firstly, I would like acknowledge that Council and the community are 35 

opposed to this split merger proposal with Murrumbidgee Shire.  We just need 
to have that documented, I think.  There’s lots of other information flying 
around, but first and foremost, we’d like that acknowledged.  In addressing the 
proposed Jerilderie-Murrumbidgee merger, we will strive to contain our 
comments to such, but the reality is that things will overlap because it is all 40 

related to the process, and that will relate to the fact that there’s real evidence 
of a better way and a better outcome for our community.  Our town, our shire, 
the two rural communities that exist in our shire and our community enjoy the 
very best and truest form of Local Government.  Fragmenting our shire into 
two halves divides our community and lessens our ability to maintain our 45 

representational voice, and never has that been made clearer to us.  
Lessening our population numbers and pushing into a Berrigan merger leaves 
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us with a marginalised voice and a very real outcome of minimal, at best, and 
more likely no voice at any table of influence. 

 An unimportant number of existing people being absorbed into the 
Murrumbidgee, but a vitally important number of people and contributors to 
this community here in Jerilderie.  My absorbing the north of the Yanco 5 

portion of the shire, Jerilderie as it is stands to forego approximately 1.5 
million in income, made up of rates and grants, that would have placed us 
better financially in any forced merger with any shire, whether it be Berrigan or 
Murrumbidgee.  So, it paints us in a position that makes us look ordinary, 
which is what our proposed merger partners continue to tell us.  Major 10 

boundary adjustments were never discussed with us, and when the decision 
of 18 December was handed down, we felt quite rightly openly betrayed.  It 
would appear now – and I’m very confident that into the future, boundary 
adjustments will be included, and that is probably the right decision.  
However, if the impact is to divide and fracture us, it’s a bit late and it doesn’t 15 

sit comfortably with us.  In the restructure, this proposed merger to go to 
Murrumbidgee – Murrumbidgee will get 41 percent of our shire, 433 
kilometres of roads, as I mentioned, about 1.5 million in income, but they don’t 
get any capacity to do the work.  That sits difficultly with us.  Our shire, for 
over 70 years, has invested blood, sweat and tears, a significant amount of 20 

money, a huge amount of training and a very, very second-to-none finished 
product in that part of our shire, and it will be very difficult if this to come to 
fruition to sit by and watch that level maintained.  Hopefully it would be 
maintained, but if you’re not getting the managerial capacity or the 
demonstrated still set that goes with the people that have done this work, it’s 25 

very hard to imagine that there won’t be a serious slide in that delivery of 
service and maintenance of that asset. 

 Another real issue for us is that if the workforce doesn’t have the opportunity 
to continue to be engaged that way, there’s a very real chance that we will 
lose jobs from our town, we will lose families from our town, the local business 30 

will be undermined, the roll-on effect will be the loss of corporate intelligence, 
direct loss of workforce, it will affect our schools, our health service, our 
supermarkets – all of these things that make living in this small rural 
community so important.  So, while acknowledging that this proposal we see 
as actually seriously disadvantageous, a proposal to merge the whole of 35 

Jerilderie Shire with Murrumbidgee Shire has some real merit.  I know that’s 
no on the table, but as I said, I think it all overlaps, so I just wanted to the 
opportunity to say so.  Thank you. 

Facilitator: Thank you.  Craig Moffitt. 

Craig: This is a dual act, so most of what we’ve said in the past applies here, but I 40 

think it’s important to understand in this particular proposal the scale occurs, 
but there’s no increase in the capacity.  The new Council so formed has to 
build that capacity, and our Mayor’s touched on that.  In fact, there’s long 
history in recent views of Jerilderie Shire Council supporting the capacity of 
Murrumbidgee, probably for two years specifically with senior staff, but even 45 

beyond that and the years before, and it can’t be ignored that that capacity 
certainly doesn’t transfer easily and it doesn’t transfer as part of the merger 
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proposal.  The Mayor’s touched on it, but it’s interesting to hear that 350 
people in Jerilderie last month, on 12 January, strongly expressed their 
preference for a merger to the north as a whole merger but no preference for 
a merger to the south.  That was a very loud voice on the attitude to this 
particular merger, apart from Jerilderie to the north.  We heard this morning at 5 

the other half of the inquiry session, at the Coleambally meeting, 18 people 
spoke this morning.  Interesting to note only four of those people spoke in 
favour of the proposal.  The clear attitude of the ratepayers are representing 
the old Jerilderie Park was that it wasn’t the right answer.  So, the comments 
made about those that were supporting the proposal I don’t think are valid in 10 

that circumstance. 

 The other thing worth mentioning: in 1973, the [indecipherable] report had this 
very proposal on the table and it was rejected by the Government, and it was 
rejected by the Government because the community said no.  So, it’s been 
tried before and it wasn’t satisfactory then, and here we go again.  Probably 15 

the most important part – and I can finish on this note and give a bit more 
room, but the most important part of this, this scale of capacity – the capacity 
to do the work we’ve programmed into the near future in that part of the shire 
doesn’t go with the merger.  There’s about $2 million worth of work in the near 
future planned, which – after 30 June – that’s where this ends – it can’t occur 20 

in the near future because the scale and capacity has to be built.  A very 
important point to understand.  So, I’ll end with that and give a bit more room 
for others.  Thank you. 

Facilitator: Thanks, Craig.  Thanks for your quickness as well.  I’ll start to call forward our 
speakers from the public.  That’d be great.  Speakers, if you’ve got a number, 25 

4 to 10, if you come and sit on the side benches here so we can start to roll 
this through, because we’d love to get every single speaker forward today.  
I’m going to start with number 4, Zenda Purcell.  If you’re here, Zenda?  And 
then followed by speaker 15, who was Karen Sleeman, who I think 
[indecipherable].  Karen, if you can join us as well.  Over to you, Zenda.  30 

Thank you.  And if you could say your name, LGA and then proceed.  Thank 
you. 

Zenda: Hello.  We’re back again today.  My name’s Zenda Purcell.  I work with 
Jerilderie Shire.  I’ve been a ratepayer with my husband for the last 40 years 
in Jerilderie as well.  This is what I’ve got to say about the splitting of our shire 35 

with Murrumbidgee and Jerilderie.  The splitting of the Jerilderie Shire Council 
with Murrumbidgee Shire makes no sense at all.  It will cause the same effect 
and consequences as the other split proposal with Berrigan Shire.  Also, the 
question needs to be asked, has a proper, accurate costing of IPART’s figures 
been done?  They are, at least, a little off the mark, with every shire in this 40 

area, as well as other areas, seems to question their validity or how they 
came by these figures.  Another big point: Jerilderie Shire has been doing 
private work for 50 years at least on farms north and south of Jerilderie, under 
Jerilderie Shire heads of department, Barry Sherritt and then David Tamlyn.  
Our great operators from the past, some of which are in greater heaven, and 45 

some have retired, would be absolutely disgusted to see all their hard work for 
private work stop dead literally. 
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 This private work will undoubtedly stop because Murrumbidgee Shire don’t do 
it; neither to Berrigan.  The loss of this service, especially around the Coree 
area, will be gone for good.  Roads won’t be maintained by riders and trucks 
anymore, as people have become accustomed to.  What, by the way, 
happens to the millions of dollars of Jerilderie Shire and ratepayers machinery 5 

and equipment that will be taken away from Jerilderie Shire Council?  My 
husband, Graham, has worked with Jerilderie Shire Council for 44 years, has 
always taken pride in his work.  99.9 percent of the time, he has put the cauli-
farmers ahead of everything else.  This will all be gone.  He has been out to 
every farm under request from RFS alongside his workmates and the brave 10 

fire fighters.  This will no longer happen.  Bit hard to do it without the 
machinery, isn’t it? I’d just like to say that it’s really taking its toll on everybody 
in our community at the moment, as well as the staff and everything like that.  
It’s getting to the stage that something has got to be decided, because we are 
getting really rundown about it.  Thank you very much 15 

Facilitator: I might move this lectern back a bit so that all the notes don’t fall off. 

Karen: Thank you.  My name is Karen Sleeman, and as I mentioned yesterday, I live 
on a farm in the Jerilderie Shire with my husband and our four children.  I’m 
here today to represent the clubs and organisations that I’m involved with, 
including Jerilderie Farmers, St Joseph’s Primary School and Full Creek’s 20 

Festival Committee.  I don’t want to repeat any of the points yesterday, with 
one very important exception however, and that is that any proposal to split 
Jerilderie is the worst possible outcome of this amalgamation process for us 
here in Jerilderie.  Whatever happens, the people of Jerilderie want to remain 
together and we want to retain fair and reasonable elected representation that 25 

we’ve been extremely lucky to date to have.  Our Council has been very 
effective in looking after the interests of his citizens and ratepayers for many 
years, and while Jerilderie Shire Council doesn’t meet the New South Wales 
Government’s criteria for fit for the future, it has provided invaluable support to 
our community clubs and organisations.  Not only is the Shire Council our 30 

largest employer, it’s also a key contributor of services that enable many of 
our community-placed events, events that have shaped our social fabric here 
in Jerilderie, and if they’re lost, they will be gone forever. 

 If this part-Jerilderie Shire and Murrumbidgee Shire goes ahead, just a few 
hundred people are going to be set adrift from their town.  They’ll be 35 

separated from their community where they have shopped, worked and 
volunteered for a large part of their lives.  Our cricket club is just one example 
of a community-based group that relies heavily on volunteer support, and 
under this proposal, some of our members will stay here to the south but 
some of the members will go north to Murrumbidgee.  The ongoing viability of 40 

our cricket club depends on unity within one community.  I found it interesting 
when reading proposals for other shire mergers, such as Lockhart, that the 
New South Wales Government suggested a merger on the basis of football 
teams within a particular competition structure, and while an argument may 
have been used conveniently used in Lockhart, it seems to have been 45 

completely abandoned here by this part Jerilderie Shire merger.  It seems that 
this government is content to tear our clubs apart.  I don’t speak for the 
football or the netball club here today, but I am sure they would concur with 
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the cricket club that a large part of their membership base comes from north 
of the Yanco and more particularly, from the shire employees themselves.  
Should we lose our Council staff, we will lose valuable members and our 
clubs will likely fold.  Without that, our social and letter activities will be at risk 
and they may even be gone.   5 

I realise that there are some Councils in New South Wales that haven’t done 
a good job in representing their constituents; Jerilderie Shire is not one of 
those, but out community isn’t just opposed to change.  We are not resisting 
for resistance’s sake.  Our resistance is very valid and very real.  We strongly 
believe that this forced amalgamation erodes our democratic rights and 10 

achieves very little.  Much of the savings before 2020 will be given away by 
the Councils, and thereafter, the savings are negligible.  $230,000 a year is 
less than $200 per person per year.  Those going north of the Yanco will 
make up less than 11 percent of the population of the new shire and will have 
no chance of getting effective representation, and as other speakers have 15 

indicated, that Council doesn’t have the scale or capacity to take this on, so 
they will suffer reduced service levels.  A much more sensible approach would 
be for the whole of Jerilderie and whole of Murrumbidgee merger that would 
see three towns with a lot in common coming together to unite and be a whole 
shire going forward.  I urge the premier to consider this as a logical alternative 20 

to this very divisive proposal.  Thank you. 

Facilitator:  Number 5, please. 

Speaker 5: Mr Stubbs, [indecipherable].  I’m speaking on behalf of the Jerilderie CWA, 
who has great concerns about the splitting of our shire.  Jerilderie has a very 
efficient and good shire that has our welfare in mind, and splitting our shire: 25 

that will have a huge impact on our CWA.  We rely very much on medical 
services, because unfortunately or fortunately, we are mostly of a mature age.  
I think really means we’re old, but that’s okay.  Our members rely on medical 
services being local.  We have no public transport, so this is a real concern to 
us as CWA members.  With north of the Yanco creek going to Murrumbidgee 30 

Shire, many of our jobs will be lost and this will have an effect on our local 
service centre, one of which our members rely very much on.  We need base 
tyre services, petrol stations, post offices and just generally, our community, 
our shops, the things that we know, being able to walk down and get most of 
our requirements local.  All of these things mean a great deal to our members. 35 

 CWA does depend on Jerilderie Shire in many ways.  They help us to hold 
our street stalls.  The Council donate, some of the time, the town hall when 
we have an event that is a worthy cause, and being able to use their 
wonderful staff to set up events, and I can tell you the outdoor staff are just 
amazing.  With the more technical problems, staff help us, because of that 40 

aged membership.  Computer Cyberway is friends with us and with indoor 
staff helping us, it makes our branch a much happier place, and it enables us 
to help our local residents and to support all our CWA projects.  We’d like 
Jerilderie to stand alone; that’s rather obvious.  I don’t think there’s anyone in 
this room that would like to merge anywhere.  We’re pretty unique.  We have 45 

a wonderful town.  We have terrific workers and a great Council, but if this is 
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not possible, we believe the merge as a whole with the Murrumbidgee Shire 
would be a slightly better fit for the future. 

Facilitator:  Thank you.  Thanks, [indecipherable].  And if speakers 7 through 14 can 
come up the side here and be ready to present, that would be terrific.  
Thanks, Dennis. 5 

Dennis: Dennis Stickler.  I’m a ratepayer on the southern section of the shire and the 
northern section of the shire, and my apologies for not making it yesterday.  
As Joy said, computers sometimes don’t help us and I did have a 
presentation, but the computer’s on the blink and I couldn’t print it out.  So, I’ll 
be very brief.  When I heard the proposal for the abolition of Jerilderie and the 10 

divvying up to two other shires, I was just plain shocked.  I couldn’t believe 
anybody would come up with such a proposal.  The two politicians or one or 
whatever it is should hang their heads in shame.  There appears to be no 
basis.  I hope that’s what your report says; there is no basis for this abolition, 
and as other speakers have said, the proposal that’s now on the table has 15 

much more synergy.  The complete amalgamation of Jerilderie and 
Murrumbidgee has some very good synergies, and I think we should be 
looking at that.  I don’t know whether that’s really meant to do that, but 
certainly, I would hope you would just put this one out of hand and say, “No.  
It’s not a go.”  Thank you. 20 

Facilitator:  Thank you.  Speaker 7, Des McRay.  Thanks, Des. 

Des: Thank you very much.  I’m Des McRay, who has operated a mixed animal 
veterinary practice in Jerilderie for 34 years and services all of Jerilderie, 
Berrigan and Murrumbidgee Shires, where I traverse most of these shires, 
roads and towns regularly.  But as the community and Council has developed, 25 

built and maintained our shire to a very high standard over 100-plus years 
with our own money, rates and resources, with some help from the state and 
Federal Governments, our community believe that we have a great deal of 
ownership of the Jerilderie Shire Council.  As we all know, the rule set down 
by the State Government before the release of the new shire mergers were 30 

that no Council would be split up.  So, how did it come to pass that we and 
one other rural Council were?  They have taken away our ownership and our 
identity away as well as the ability to have fair representation in the proposed 
new entities.  How did this happen?  This is what we perceive as a grievous 
wrongdoing to our community and Council.  Our Council, over many decades, 35 

had an excellent reputation for building and maintaining bitumen and gravel 
roads, thus then maintaining them diligently, especially when compared to our 
neighbouring shire roads.  I’m constantly reminded of this by neighbouring 
shire ratepayers who envy our assets and workforce.  Our town infrastructure 
and public buildings along the kerb and guttering and paving our streets are 40 

second to none.  We have an excellent engineering and civil construction 
shire department.  We not only do our work, but also work from neighbouring 
shires, as Murrumbidgee and [indecipherable]. 

 We have and do provide and manage environmental services to 
Murrumbidgee, Urana and Hay Shires on contract and mentorship by our 45 

shire engineers.  We have got out and extend our services by our 
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experienced and talented staff to neighbouring Councils.  As we have been 
encouraged to do by the State Government by resource sharing.  We do not 
sit on our backsides and keep surplus money.  We use it to provide better 
services, infrastructure and maintenance.  For example.  The shire was 
forward thinking enough to build a medical centre when country towns found it 5 

difficult to entice office of rural areas in 1990s and has expanded this as our 
local doctor over some 12 to 15 years as to develop the practice and now 
have employed a second doctor.  He now has so many people travelling from 
other locations and community surroundings.  This has then supported the 
strength of our hospital with more services and full-time staff required.  The 10 

people who come into town for the doctor then spend money in our town at 
the supermarket, chemist, bakery, engineering work, service stations, 
newsagency and mechanics.  Will this remain if we are split into two and we 
will have very little representation on the new proposed entity with the 
Berrigan Shire, who do not share the same supportive attitude to medical 15 

centres? 

 The inevitable loss of jobs is said about not being lost in towns under 5,000 
people, but it also says whatever it takes.  If we lose 25 to 30 families from our 
community, it then puts pressure onto supermarket, newsagent, chemist, 
butcher, pubs and clubs, schools, churches, swimming pool, golf course, 20 

football and netball clubs.  It’s like a falling set of dominos and we are at a 
critical mass at present that does not need to lose further population.  If we 
have the second half of the shire go to Berrigan, of which Berrigan is not very 
keen, even though we’ve been waiting half a year for primary reductions to 
the new entity, we will not have any more than one representative on the new 25 

Council.  So, how does that help maintain our infrastructure, maintenance 
works and services?  However, in conclusion, I’m sure we would much rather 
remain as a whole, and if we were to be amalgamated or merged, we have 
indicated that we would be happy for the whole shire to be amalgamated with 
the whole of the Murrumbidgee Shire, as our shire already reaches to within 30 

nine kilometres from their main township of Coleambally, and the people of 
Murrumbidgee Shire know our capabilities, as we have been helping supply 
engineering and environmental services to them for years.  At least this way, 
we can keep our identity, our ownership and representation for our community 
to a far greater degree, and the threat of jobs, service, maintenance and 35 

infrastructure losses will be much less and we can continue to work hard to 
maintain and improve and develop our community in the new entity of the two 
shires in a positive and constructive fashion.  Thank you. 

Facilitator:  Thank you.  Number 8, Richard Wright.  And if speakers up to maybe 18 can 
just slowly make their way to the front, that’d be great.  Thank you. 40 

Richard: Thank you.  Mr Stubbs, my name’s Richard Wright.  I’m the secretary of the 
local Jerilderie Fire Brigade, and I’d just like to mention on a one-sided 
document where this goes in today, there’s no mention of any adverse effects 
it might have on our citizens and one of those adverse effects is to the rural 
fire brigade.  Jerilderie Fire Service is strongly opposed to any amalgamation 45 

with Berrigan Shire.  RFS has built a well-coordinated fire fighting force, of 
which Jerilderie Rural Fire Service is a pivotal member on the eastern side, 
and changing command to parallel fire control, which would happen if 
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Jerilderie amalgamated with Berrigan Shire, puts at risk the efficient control of 
wildfire to the west and north of the town.  The greatest threat to our area 
comes from the west and north and there is no network of roads and channels 
to impede the run of the fire, and the only thing that will stop a fire on a really 
bad day burning through to Wagga Wagga is the RFS, backed by the great 5 

support we get from the Council’s heavy machinery.  Of necessity, control of 
such fire would be by [indecipherable] zone controlled.  Jerilderie Brigade 
trains with them and is the main support brigade for the small brigades north 
of the town.  It is vital that operations with them be under control.  Under 
control, the Jerilderie Brigade also attends motor vehicle accidents and 10 

emergencies on the Newland Highway and Kidman Way Highway to 
Narrandera and Coleambally. 

 Jerilderie Brigade has a number of volunteers and our shire workers holding 
heavy vehicle licences, and if the shire was split, the potential loss would 
compromise the effective manning of brigade trucks.  Amalgamation would 15 

also raise questions about funding and most likely mean a loss of locally, 
timely maintenance of brigade vehicles by the shire engineering department.  
Amalgamation of Jerilderie and Murrumbidgee Shire would to some extent 
solve these problems.  Thank you. 

Facilitator:  Thank you, Richard.  Paul Ryan.  Paul, number 9. 20 

Paul: Right-o.  My name is Paul Ryan from Jerilderie for some 48 years – 
something like that.  And it might please you to know I’ll just say a few words, 
and I’ll be real quick and short today, I can tell you.  I had the pleasure of 
being the treasurer of the Chamber of Commerce 40-something years ago 
when the Jerilderie Chamber of Commerce and the shire fought against the 25 

amalgamation and won the battle.  We’ve got a lot more smarter cookies 
around here these days; hopefully they’ll protect that situation and make 
[indecipherable].  Whatever resolution comes up, I’m sure they’ll see us 
through.  I did my apprenticeship 60 years ago to Stu Scotsman in Berrigan.  
The names of [indecipherable], MacGyver and Mackenzie.  So, I had a tough 30 

job trying to work out Scottish lingo and all that stuff.  We’d pick up a bit of 
fibre or a bit of two by one or whatever.  So, I’m just really trying to think of 
something today a little bit simple, and I was thinking the mother of Charlie 
[indecipherable], Mrs [indecipherable].  I happened to be at her bedside the 
day before she died and she grabbed a hold of my hand and held it firmly.  35 

She said, “Paul, I thank god for one thing in my life.”  And what would that be, 
Mrs [indecipherable]?  “I’ve never hated anyone in my life, but my brother 
[indecipherable].”  “That’s okay.”  The reason for my story is, [indecipherable] 
the school Principal back here a few years ago and he taught the three kids, 
and the people of Jerilderie were going to say he who whispers down a well 40 

about the goods he has to sell will never reap the golden dollars like he who 
climbs a tree and hollers.  I’ll bring the transcript back for you tomorrow.  
Okay, Tim?  Thank you. 

Tim: Thank you. 

Facilitator:  Okay.  Number 12.  Kevin Barrett.  Kevin? 45 
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Kevin: Thanks.  Welcome, Tim.  My name’s Kevin Barrett.  I have lived in Jerilderie 
Shire for 36 years.  I was brought up on a farm out of town and decided to 
bring my family, my wife to start with, and now three children, to live in the 
town of Jerilderie.  I stipulated “decided”.  In my eyes, there’s no other better 
town to live in.  I have been involved in many organisations, including the 5 

Royal Fire Service, pre-school, public school, apex, cricket club, Australia Day 
committee, football club, tennis club and sports club.  I only stipulate this 
because that’s what we do in small towns.  So, to take any jobs away from 
this town affects every different individual organisation.  I also own and run a 
small business in town with four employees, and I’m a multi-ratepayer.  The 10 

split merger for Jerilderie would cause economic and social destructions.  
Loss of jobs, loss of services, increasing social and mental health issues.  A 
split merger would wreck everything every person in the Jerilderie Shire has 
worked for.  A split merger is not the answer.  It is my will that you take this 
message back for me: Jerilderie Shire, as a whole, should merge with the 15 

Murrumbidgee Shire.  Benefits are there for all towns involved, not to mention 
the savings to the Government of 7.5 million if the Government gave an extra 
7.5 million of the already 15 million that they’re proposing and go one way.  
This is a lot better proposal than we currently have; it’s a win-win situation for 
everyone.  I love living in Jerilderie and I hope I can still say this in the future.  20 

Thank you for your time. 

Facilitator:  Thank you.  Kath McSweeney, number 13.  If speakers up to 20 can make 
their way towards the front, that’d be terrific as well.  Thanks, Kath. 

Kath: Thank you.  This is just my own personal opinion.  This is an open letter to all 
concerned.  What does Murrumbidgee have to offer that we don’t already 25 

have, and why are so many Councillors and ratepayers so unhappy with the 
decisions made on their behalf by government ministers? It’s really time for all 
– and I mean all Jerilderie residents – to stand up and be counted.  There’s no 
use sitting on the fence and saying it’s a done deal and that it’s all the 
Council’s fault.  I firmly believe that Jerilderie Shire should be put in the 30 

unique basket, if there is such a thing.  We must not lose our identity.  
Jerilderie has the status of an iconic town, thanks to John Monash and Ned 
Kelly.  Darlington Point should merge with Griffith and Coleambally should 
merge with Jerilderie, still sharing resources as they already do.  Beyond 
those [indecipherable] hospitals with the stroke of a pen some years ago, this 35 

must not be allowed to happen now.  I’d like to congratulate all of the 
speakers at yesterday’s meeting who had their concerns heard and I’ll 
continue with this little saying, oppositions don’t win government, 
governments lose it by their arrogance, by ignoring the people they were 
elected to represent. 40 

Facilitator:  Thank you, Kath.  Thanks, Faith [indecipherable]. 

Faith: Thanks, Faith [indecipherable].  Jerilderie resident about 30 years.  Tim, I 
believe in our official Council submission, the financial factors will be 
addressed much more accurately than I could, but I would like to make a point 
that facts and figures are not just painted black and white.  To use these 45 

community meetings as an example, yesterday, at this venue, I believe our 
community numbers were in excess of 210 days.  This is a great response, 
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but what the numbers from yesterday and today won’t convey and you won’t 
be able to measure yourself here is that by being here, in support of retaining 
our shire, our boundaries, our business centre was virtually closed.  Our tyre 
service had closed, our bakery is closed, our café was closed and 
newsagency close, our supermarket closed, our motel and pubs were closed, 5 

and don’t tell the Government, but our post office was closed, as well as all 
our farmers, their operations were closed, all in support for saving our shire.  
This level of support cannot be measured on paper by numbers.  These 
businesses, owners and their staff are worried for their futures, as we fear for 
our community’s longevity. 10 

 As spoken yesterday by all speakers, we need our shire boundaries left 
untouched to retain our way of life.  We cannot afford to lose the northern 
parcel of land with its vast rural road network to the Murrumbidgee Shire.  We 
rely on the revenue from government, from local jobs and business security.  
Our rural properties, such as Yanco Station, Willandra, [indecipherable] and 15 

Somerset, just to name a few, are our history.  They forged our community 
into what it is.  They made our community prosper.  We don’t want our history 
divided and lost.  Our current members of Council have, through this fit for the 
future process, voted to in the currently unlikely event that we were able to 
stay as a rural Council that we would reduce Councillor numbers from seven 20 

down to five.  This would be an annual saving of just over $20,000.  This is 
equivalent to what saving this government merger of Murrumbidgee and part-
Jerilderie Shire Council offer after spending an incredible $15 million and 
destroying our community.  Murrumbidgee Shire feel like they’ve won the 
lotto.  So, in conclusion, Tim, if you could please convey to the Boundaries 25 

Commission and the minister that the Yanco Creek is not the Bass Strait.  The 
parcel of land is not Tasmania-like.  It is a very real part of our community, our 
history and hopefully, our future.  Thank you. 

Facilitator:  Okay.  Ben Norton, and if we get speakers up to 22 up there, that’d be great.  
Ben, thank you. 30 

Ben: Good afternoon.  I’d like to acknowledge Ruth McCrae, the Mayor, ladies and 
gentlemen, and Mr Tim Stubbs.  My name is Ben Norton.  I’m a ratepayer in 
the Jerilderie Shire.  My wife, Jacqui, and I are originally from the outer 
eastern suburbs of Melbourne and we moved to Jerilderie in November 2011 
as a lifestyle change and looking for a place to start a family.  I’m a plasterer 35 

by trade and now spent seven years moving earth as an excavator operator.  
Since moving to this great town, I started my own excavation business, which 
has grown steadily to be more than a full-time job.  When Jacquie and I 
decided to move away from Melbourne, it was a suck it and see type of move.  
We felt we had two choices of where to live: either Jerilderie or Berrigan 40 

Shire.  The choice is fairly simple in the end.  After some investigation and 
discovering what a lovely place Jerilderie was and the difference in attitude 
towards life in the one town shire.  In the end, we decided Jerilderie was the 
place for us.  The main positives of our adopted town are the low crime rate, 
picturesque parks and gardens and the services that the town has managed 45 

to keep.  So many other towns this size across the country have lost these 
vital services.  Hospitals, local GP doctor, chemist, police, ambulance and fire 
brigade stations, two primary schools, a full-sized supermarket, sporting 
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facilities, including a swimming pool and the town’s lake.  All these services in 
one way or another are supported by a fantastic shire that has its residents at 
heart in making decision. 

 Having access to local Councillors in a population of 1,519 people means 
there is a lot of accountability, something which I believe will be lost in the 5 

merger with the Berrigan Shire.  How will our voice be heard by the new 
Council if we potentially only have one Councillor sitting at a table of seven? 
Since moving to Jerilderie, we’ve purchased property and we’ve had many 
dealings with the current shire Council through planning approvals or just 
general inquiries.  The answers we have sought have always been timely and 10 

professionally handled.  How does a ratepayer get this level of service if the 
current proposal is successful?  It’s a very real possibility that the persons 
dealing with our inquiries may have never set foot in Jerilderie itself.  The job 
losses that will inevitably come with the current proposal are sure to strip 
away a level of economy from the town.  The people that lose their job will 15 

have to relocate to find future employment.  Every job that is lost that will 
mean a larger financial strain on the services that remain in this down through 
falling customer numbers.  Governments all over Australia are always talking 
about jobs and their creation.  Makes complete sense then to do away with a 
few in form of Council mergers.   20 

The current Council has been about jobs long before I arrived in town.  Use of 
its engineering department to secure contract work outside of our shire shows 
how forward thinking and progressive the Jerilderie Shire Council is.  This 
work then provides money into our local economy through its employees 
spending their wages in town.  The proposed merger will be sure to do away 25 

with this expertise and strip future apprenticeships from the immediate area.  
Something else government seem to do quite well: talk about apprenticeships 
instead of providing them.  The projected savings produced by government 
seem to me to be a drip in the bucket when compared with the overall budget.  
When bean counters get involved, all that is seen is the numbers.  While I 30 

respect these are very important, it’s not the only thing to be considered.  The 
mental health of a town’s people should always be treated with respect.  
Cutting a shire in half is disrespectful to say the least.   

The town’s lake and the water that fills it are an integral part of this town’s 
mental health.  Wagga wasn’t here during the millennial drought to see the 35 

lake empty or haven’t been informed of the sad state in which people were to 
see it dry.  The protection that this water for the lake’s use is paramount.  I 
can’t see how the proposed merger provides any protection for this.  It will be 
all too easy for the new Council to strip that water from Jerilderie and use it 
elsewhere.  What effect will this have on people’s minds? With all that being 40 

said, I’d like to see a full merger of the Jerilderie Shire with the Murrumbidgee 
Shire.  This will allow a collaboration of like-minded people in a more 
sustainably-sized Council.  The focus of this combined area in terms will 
continue to be agriculture, unlike a move to the south which would see us 
combined with two tourism-based towns.  The technical aspects of the current 45 

shire will continue with the significant upkeep of current jobs.  The road 
network that needs to be maintained will be in a far better state when their 
resources and expertise are combined with Murrumbidgee.  I believe the 
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combination of Jerilderie and Murrumbidgee Shires will see a better spread of 
Councillors through the three towns, and will therefore provide equal 
representation across the shire.  The current attitudes of our Council towards 
the variety of services will be of great assistance to the Murrumbidgee Shire.  
It will be great to share this kind of support with the Murrumbidgee residents.  5 

Lastly, I would like to thank the delegate, Mr Stubbs, for taking the time to 
hear our concerns, and I’m sure you will report on the views of the residents 
and the direction we wish to take.  I would also like to remind you that above 
you on the food chain were elected representatives of the people; they are not 
dictators.  Thank you. 10 

Facilitator:  Thank you, Ben, for packing so much into such a short space of time.  Thank 
you for that.  Number 17, John [indecipherable], I think it is.  Not there?  
John? 

John: Not today.  Sorry. 

Facilitator:  Okay.  Thanks, John, much appreciated.  Eighteen, [indecipherable]? 15 

Speaker 18: Thank you.  Well, there’s not much I can add.  I think most of it’s been told.  I 
did have a report here, but I mentioned most of the stuff yesterday.  It’s been 
well covered today by previous speakers.  Just a couple of items that I 
probably have got is this shire – and one thing I don’t think the Government’s 
thought of is that without the support they give their organisations is 20 

unbelievable.  I can go back to 2000 to 2002 and this club here, we just about 
lost it, and the Council bought the water for two reasons: one, to give the club 
ownership again fails, but also, to keep the order within the community.  If the 
club was ever lost, the water wasn’t.  Without the Council, these sort of things 
wouldn’t happen.  The other thing I would like to know is have they looked at 25 

why, if our Council is not fit for the future, has it got stage 2 development.  
They’re fit for the future; they’re looking ahead.  People are coming here, 
houses are being sold, buildings are being built; surely we are fit for the 
future.  The other one is we aren’t a part of another county Council.  Our 
Council here have their own weeds offices and you’ll find if you travel around 30 

this shire, we don’t have many problems with weeds blooming or anything like 
that, because they’re able to control it, not waiting for other organisations 
when they get time to fit it into their program in their area.  They’re doing it all 
the time.  I think all our previous speakers have covered everything else I had 
to say, so I’ll leave it at that.  Thank you. 35 

Facilitator:  Thank you.  19, Helen Harris.  19, Helen Harris.  If speakers up to 25 can 
come forward too, that’d be great. 

Helen: Thank you.  My name’s Helen Harris and I’ve lived here for 30 years in the 
Jerilderie Shire.  I acknowledge Tim over there.  I actually spoke yesterday 
about the multiple region services that we would have if our shire was to be 40 

divided and merged with the Murrumbidgee and Berrigan Shire.  I took a lot 
home from yesterday’s meeting and I thought a lot about what I would say 
today.  Jenny [indecipherable] asked yesterday if anyone was listening to us.  
Well, Tim is listening to us today as he was yesterday, and he is taking on 
board all of our concerns for our future.  Greg was here yesterday; obviously 45 
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he was listening and he’s taking back with him what we had to say.  
Yesterday, I was hearing a lot of ifs and buts instead of “we can; we will”.  I 
believe that we have been blinded by the proposed amalgamations and lost 
sight of the big picture.  That is, as Mick Baldwin said yesterday, some 
families have been here for 143 years.  The Jerilderie Shire is one of the most 5 

proactive and progressive shires in the district and has been preparing for our 
future for a very long time.  We have excellent infrastructure within the 
Jerilderie Shire, thanks to a lot of initiative people.  Over the years, they have 
brought innovative ideas to the area and put us where we are today.  We 
could sit here today and say the State Government has ruled a new line on 10 

the map.  What we should be saying to the State Government is we already 
have an iron line on the map, and that is Jerilderie Shire, united as one.  We, 
the residents, have voices.  We have opinions.  We are positive, proactive 
and progressive people, and we should not settle for anything that is second-
best.  We tell our children every day that they can do great things and reach 15 

out and take the world by storm, and if you don’t succeed the first time, you 
keep on trying until you do succeed.  What should we be saying to State 
Government? We should be saying, “We will not let you divide our community.  
In your proposed amalgamations, we are going to stand united and keep to 
fight the Jerilderie Shire as one as we are today.  Proactive, progressive and 20 

definitely fit for the future.” 

Facilitator:  Thank you.  Thank you.  [indecipherable] Smith, 20.  Can everybody hear 
really clearly?  Is that all right.  Good.   

Speaker 20: Hello, everyone.  I’m sorry that I’m going to repeat what I said yesterday in 
part, but it’s a separate merger.  Hello.  My name is [indecipherable] Smith 25 

and I’ve lived in Jerilderie for 23 years, my husband Peter for 45 years.  Peter 
and I operate a small tourism-based business in Jerilderie.  I understand that 
originally, the Local Government review process was undertaken because 
there were communities that were not being well or fairly serviced by their 
communities of their Councils and this review was to address that inequities 30 

and inefficiencies, and at no stage was realignment of shire boundaries to be 
considered.  Additionally, there were to be no forced amalgamations.  My 
understanding is that Jerilderie recognised early in this review process that 
even though its preferred option was to stand alone as a rural Council, it was 
not going to be allowed to do so.  Though the bottom line has stated that no 35 

community would be worse off under any proposed restructure, Jerilderie is 
now faced with the worst case scenario of being divided into two, with both 
proposals having no regard to the social and economic fabric of our 
community.  Here in Jerilderie, Council have community have a symbiotic 
relationship, one that has developed since formation.  If efficiencies are 40 

attached to numbers, you would think that our numbers would produce 
decreasing standards of service, but our community continues to benefit from 
Jerilderie Council being well-managed, efficient and innovative as it has been 
for decades.  Our quality of life doesn’t suggest that our community is dying or 
going backwards; our community isn’t one of those that is poorly serviced by 45 

its Council and our community doesn’t present that way. 

 People still choose to come and live in Jerilderie.  Young people still seek jobs 
here.  Our Council has presently two local lads as apprentices.  We have 
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another housing state being completed and young people choosing to buy 
and build here.  Semi-retirees and retirees choose to live in Jerilderie because 
not only is it clean, tidy and safe, but also, because it is principally well-
serviced by a doctor, hospital, chemist and supermarket.  So, if you take away 
Jerilderie Council’s role in this symbiotic relationship with the proposed 5 

merger in its present form, who will be responsible for the ensuring decline of 
both population and services? Certainly not our Council.  Additionally, 
Murrumbidgee face the challenge of more work but without the management 
team or equipment and operators of Jerilderie Shire.  For decades, our 
Council and community have worked together to ensure farmers have had 10 

their needs met through Council’s private works programs and good roads to 
get their produce to market.  We have for our hospital, doctor, pharmacy, and 
as a community, we fight for our farmers’ rights to have water.  In a fair and 
democratic world, our Council should be left alone to do what it has done so 
well since foundation: provide productive and climate in services for both the 15 

rural and urban communities of Jerilderie by meeting the needs of our entire 
community and to continue to give us a quality of life to be admired. 

 No, I don’t believe the proposed merger in its current format would be in the 
best interests of our community.  In fact, any proposed division of our 
community would be nothing short of catastrophic.  If we’re not going to be 20 

allowed to stand alone but merge, then let it be a full merger where 
employment will not only be guaranteed, but skill and knowledge utilised and 
respected.  The State Government’s needs for scale and capacity will be 
addressed by a functional, bigger shire that will be better placed to serve the 
needs of its community when the next round of mergers occur, where the 25 

community representation will be equitable and the social and economic fabric 
of our community will remain intact.  Otherwise, give us our 7.5 million share 
of the merger proposals, leave Jerilderie alone and let Council get on with 
what it does well and our community get on with living. 

Facilitator:  Thank you.  21, Julie [indecipherable].  If speakers up to 27 or so could move 30 

forward, that would be brilliant.  Thanks for that. 

Julie: Hello.  I’m Julie [indecipherable].  I’m a ratepayer of Jerilderie Shire and an 
employee of the Council.  Mr Stubbs, yesterday, we were all here and many 
things you’ve heard today were said yesterday.  This is another problem of 
this split and merge proposal; we have to duplicate everything.  I just want to 35 

reiterate that what I said yesterday about Jerilderie – it’s a great place to live 
and raise a family.  A fantastic and welcoming community with a Council that’s 
well-managed and well-respected.  The staff are a highly competent group led 
by a strong and diligent management team.  You’ve heard earlier speakers 
talking about the local RFS connections.  When the opportunity was 40 

presented to Council to build the rural fire brigade station, Councillors and 
management didn’t say, “We can’t do that.  It’s outside our scope.  It’s outside 
our capabilities.” Instead, they said, “Our team can do that,” and the station 
was designed and constructed by staff under contract from the New South 
Wales Government, all done at a cost of $365,000, on time and on budget.  45 

The adjacent New South Wales fire and rescue station, contract to build on 
behalf of the New South Wales government, cost $760,000 – twice the 
amount.  It makes you wonder what gives the New South Wales Government 
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the right to tell other tiers of government how they should operate.  I think it’s 
pretty obvious who needs financial counselling.   

 Staff have also been responsible for constructing a number of RFS sheds 
both in and out of the Jerilderie Local Government area.  In its usual proactive 
way, Council is advancing opportunities for housing in Jerilderie by 5 

commencing stage two of the [indecipherable] estate subdivision.  Seven 
allotments already sold.  This supports my earlier statement of Jerilderie being 
a fantastic place to live.  As a service to the community, Council took on the 
Bendigo Bank Agency when this facility was going to be lost to town.  It’s hard 
to understand why Jerilderie Shire Council is being penalised by the New 10 

South Wales for its good management and can-do attitude.  In putting this 
split and merger proposal forward, the New South Wales Government has 
completely disregarded Councils past performance and shown no concerns 
about the effects of their decision on their community.  A small town supports 
a great number of volunteer organisations, and these organisations are in turn 15 

supported by our Council.  A few examples include Monash Park Oval, mown 
and maintained by Council staff all year round, which benefits the football and 
cricket clubs in the schools, providing 100 links of high security water to Lake 
Jerilderie, interest-free loans to several clubs, working collaboratively with tidy 
towns to beautify our surrounds.   20 

With such a rate of community volunteering, which you heard yesterday was 
twice the average for New South Wales, our volunteers must be stretched to 
their limits.  Several of these community organisations and clubs are 
concerned that without the continued support, their existence may be in 
jeopardy.  Council’s support for our local doctor has ensured that when other 25 

rural areas are struggling to retain their doctor, ours has been here for over 
ten years.  If this proposed merger altered or damaged this relationship with 
Dr Ismail I don’t know what our community would do.  Thanks to this long-
term association, we also now have a chemist, a service which was, for a 
time, lost to our community.  The loss of people in our community will impact 30 

on our doctor and chemist and hospital and the services they provide.  We 
spoke yesterday about Council being the largest employer in the shire and a 
critical factor in local community sustainability.  We spoke about long term 
damaging effects this proposal will have on the community, both socially and 
on the economy.  This hasn’t changed since yesterday and it will still be the 35 

same tomorrow.  And why would the merger proceed at a cost of $15 million 
to taxpayers for a potential saving of $20,000 per annum? This government 
seems prepared to do what it wants at any cost to us, the taxpayers.  What I 
said earlier about the Government’s need for financial counselling still stands.  
If this proposal goes ahead, I trust you will all remember the Liberal National 40 

Party actions when the next election comes around.  Thank you. 

Facilitator:  Thank you.  Number 22, Susan Appleyard.  Thank you. 

Susan: Thank you.  My name is Susan Appleyard.  I’m a manager of development 
here at Jerilderie Shire, and I’m also the acting director of health building and 
planning at Murrumbidgee Shire.  I’ve been acting in that role for the last 16 45 

months, and previously, I’ve acted in that role for up to a year.  I’m concerned 
professionally with the proposed merger in its current form.  I feel a full merger 
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will benefit both shires in the long term and their respective communities.  The 
current merger is flawed in is reasoning and justification.  Planning has been 
standardised for both shires for over two years.  The forecast financial savings 
are laughable.  The improved services are unlikely, as the shires have 
different intervention levels for asset maintenance and replacement, and 5 

finally, there was no consideration regarding works to be undertaken for other 
state agencies, other than the department of Local Government and finances.  
My biggest concern with the current merger proposal is that none of the 
communities will be serviced to a standard that they’re used to in the medium 
term.  I say this as there’ll be no staff transferred from Jerilderie Shire to 10 

Murrumbidgee Shire, and currently, Murrumbidgee Shire does not have a 
stable executive.  There is only one of the four positions that is currently filled 
and there is a backlog of work for other State Government agencies, including 
in the environmental section. 

 I have been going up there one day a week for the last 16 months, and that is 15 

not enough time to clear the backlog.  I think the preferred option would be for 
a full merger.  I say this as the Councils provide very similar services, 
including doctors’ residence in Coleambally and here, and medical centres 
here, Coleambally and Darlington Point.  Also, the Councils maintain the 
majority of the facilities themselves.  They don’t rely heavily on their 3-5-5 20 

committees; they work with their 3-5-5 committees but they do the majority of 
the work.  In a full merger, Jerilderie Shire Council can provide the full 
executive staff and finally, there will a more equal representation of 
Councillors across all communities if there is a full merger.  Thank you. 

Facilitator:  Thank you.  David Waterhouse, and if speakers up to 30 can come forward to 25 

the side seats, that would be great.  David Waterhouse?.  David? 

David: Thank you.  I’m getting old.  I’m 91 now and slowing down.  One thing that we 
haven’t pointed out yet is [indecipherable].  I know what it’s like when I was at 
Yanco High School.  I was there for three years [indecipherable], and there’s 
no [indecipherable] and agriculture and botany.  I was awarded a two year 30 

scholarship but didn’t take it.  There’s quite a few things I’d like to tidy up.  We 
talk about the population.  You’ve [indecipherable] they leave Jerilderie 
afterwards.  Not all of them but most of them.  Now, this [indecipherable] 
population now and most still [indecipherable[ very intelligent pupils.  I don’t 
know whether you can do much about the high school going to Finley.  The 35 

number of pupils in Jerilderie has gone down a lot, and I don’t know much you 
can do about that.  I heard some comment about the bushfires.  We had two 
bad ones out where we are.  The comments I made to the shire to put into 
action seem to have disappeared.  Now, another thing: my father was the late 
Professor Waterhouse, Professor of Agriculture at Sydney University.  He was 40 

a botanist in World War I and was very badly injured.  They brought him back 
to Australia where he recovered.  He was not only a clever man but very 
honest and intelligent.  One thing he told me is that we haven’t got many 
[indecipherable] in Australia that are suitable to long term irrigation.  Now, that 
was quite a few years ago, and that’s something you should look at very 45 

seriously.  The shire made a big mistake.  They put that lake in down there 
which takes up a lot of water which was used for irrigation.  Now, I think you 
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should [indecipherable] programs for what you’re going to do.  There’s a lot of 
weaknesses put forward and I’ll leave it there. 

Facilitator:  Thank you.  Thank you.  Thank you, Dorothy [indecipherable]. 

Dorothy: I’m Dorothy [indecipherable], and I have lived in the Jerilderie Shire for 56 
years.  Time goes.  My desire has always been for the welfare of children and 5 

when possible, I’ll go in and bat for them, which I’m doing now.  Now, if only 
we could look into the future and see just how this moving our shire, let alone 
dividing it, has affected children, because after all, they’re our hope for the 
future as they are citizens of the country and also of our shire.  Now, I’m 
thinking especially of present high school students.  In a few years, perhaps 10 

they’ll be saying, “Why?  Why?  Why? Where are all the advantages that the 
Sydney politicians would told us come just from merging shires and that would 
bring us many memories and benefits,” but all the time, we’d be thinking what 
has happened to the good old days where we were a Jerilderie community, 
working together.  Now, I still believe in miracles.  I would love to see 15 

Jerilderie continue just as we are.  If that at the minute this is not possible and 
there has to be a merger, we merge as a whole shire to Murrumbidgee.  Not 
one part there and the other part there.  If there is no alternative at the minute, 
please remember, united we stand; divided we fall. 

Facilitator:  Thank you.  Thanks, Dorothy and David.  Roy Pain, 26. And if numbers up to 20 

30 and 31 can come forward, that’d be brilliant as well.  I think we might make 
it through all our speakers today.  Thank you. 

Roy: Thank you, Tim, for coming.  My name is Roy Payne.  I come from the north 
end of Jerilderie, which unfortunately, I’ll be going to Murrumbidgee if this 
goes through.  I have a few things.  I won’t be talking long, but I came here 46 25 

years ago and it was a breath of fresh air to get the service that I got from 
Jerilderie Shire.  I’ve been in six other shires or municipalities before then, 
and without a doubt, Jerilderie is the best one I’ve ever been to for value for 
money.  It’s one cheque I don’t mind writing out each year because of the 
value I’ll get from it, if I can be quite honest.  The shire staff are second to 30 

none.  I know previously it was [indecipherable] he rang me at 10 o’clock or 6 
o’clock in the morning, “Roy, are you ready for that shire grader yet?  We can 
get it through for you now,” which was very much appreciated.  The grain 
operators are second to none.  So much so that I believe a caterpillar had 
been out to see [indecipherable] with the idea of upgrading without 35 

specifications.  So, that means a lot to anyone.  The school roads around our 
way: I’m on a school bus route and if it wasn’t fixed up beforehand – it got a 
bit greasy from the top going off it – I’d just ring up Barry and he’d say, “Roy, 
I’ll have someone out this afternoon or tomorrow morning,” and within 48 
hours, that road would be fixed to the school, which is very important.  I was 40 

speaking to the Chinese cook out here before.  He said, “I’m very worried if 
we go to Berrigan.  We’ll have to close down, because there won’t be too 
many people left in Jerilderie Shire.”  

I remember years ago, a very, very serious fire went through, and a big cheer 
went up when Jerilderie came out with two rails and their water truck.  The fire 45 

had gone as far as Narrandera.  It’s terrific the way they handled everything 
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and hopefully, we’ll stay in Jerilderie Shire.  I rang around my area a bit, both 
in the Murrumbidgee Shire and the Jerilderie Shire, and the general 
consensus is they’d all like to come in as Jerilderie.  If we – if they go up that 
way, the shire’s the third smallest in the area, we’ll be moved to Griffith.  Now, 
that will make it 100 kilometres for me to go and see any shire.  That’s just too 5 

far.  There is one other thing: I was speaking to one of the shire Council up 
there and he said if Jerilderie and Murrumbidgee amalgamate, they would like 
the shire staff here because they’ve got the expertise they haven’t got up 
there, and the outside to come in.  Thank you very much. 

Facilitator: Thank you, Roy.  Speaker 27, Judy Ryan.  If speakers up to 32 can come 10 

forward, that would be good. 

Judy: My name is Judy Ryan.  I have lived in the Jerilderie for 48 years.  I’m 
secretary of the hospital auxiliary and an executive member of the Jerilderie 
Catholic Women’s League.  I also like the weekly local column in the Southern 
River News.  You heard yesterday from some very eloquent speakers and 15 

some more today about the consequences of splitting the Jerilderie Shire.  
So, I’m not going to repeat that.  However, on behalf of the hospital auxiliary 
members, I express our concern about the future of the hospital and the care 
of our frail and elderly should this proposal go ahead.  The auxiliary over the 
years has worked tirelessly with the community to raise funds to support the 20 

hospital.  Indeed, in this day and age of cost cutting, some of the terms and 
items of equipment and furnishings that our MP boasts would not be possible 
if they were not provided by the auxiliary.  We have had some very generous 
benefactors over the years, and the shire and other organisations in town 
have always supported us in our fundraising.  If we should lose our doctor, 25 

and thus, our hospital, we don’t want to see the fruits of all our good work 
disappear into another facility in another town or city, and we certainly don’t 
want to see our elderly and frail go to other health facilities against their will. 

 As a member of one of the three churches in the town, I would like to point out 
that the local Catholic community does not have a resident priest in Jerilderie 30 

and neither of the other two churches have a resident minister.  A celebrant is 
available for weddings and baptisms, but for other services, the priests or 
minister travel from other towns once a week.  In the case of the Catholic 
priest from Darlington Point, all the services are conducted by lay ministers.  
The members of the three church groups support one another with 35 

ecumenical services.  As, for instance, the World Day of Prayer coming up in 
early March, and we often borrow the services of the Uniting Church organist 
when our own organist was unable to leave her work in another town, for 
funerals and for this World Day of Prayer.  What I’m getting at is that the 
organisations and groups in this town provide people with their moral, social 40 

and support networks in the absence of a minister of religion to talk to.  In a 
time when people in rural areas are or should be concerned about an 
increase in mental health issues and suicide, a suggestion which will 
exacerbate the problem and stretch or ready fragile support networks within 
our communities should be given a long, hard look.  Pulling the rug from 45 

under the feet of the Jerilderie community, both rural and town, as suggested 
in the current proposal, is not a good thing.  Thank you. 
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Facilitator: Thank you.  Speaker 28, Chrissy Ellis.  Thank you. 

Chrissy: Good afternoon, everyone.  My name’s Chrissy Ellis.  Good afternoon to you.  
I’ve been a resident of Jerilderie Shire for 48 years.  I was a teacher at the 
local public school as a full-time or casual teacher over some 40 years.  So, 
I’ve seen many changes and challenges at our school, and I know the same 5 

stories for both schools.  When I came here, there were 200-plus children at 
the public school and over 150 at the Catholic School.  Today, the two 
schools between them can almost make 100.  There have been many 
changes over the time.  Some of those changes were to do with hold of 
country changes.  Our big stations used to have numerous families working 10 

on them.  The rules all changed; the people left.  Our school population 
halved.  That didn’t seem to matter.  No matter what, our shire was also 
always supportive of our school.  When big jobs needed to be done, all we 
needed to do was ask and the shire was there; it’s always been the same.  As 
a member of lots of community groups, I can see extensive volunteering of 15 

our members being stretched even further with fewer to share the load. 

 I belong the hospital auxiliary, the local area health committee, Sing Australia, 
Life Ball, and a few other things.  I can’t remember now.  The other thing I’d 
like to talk about is my late husband, who was almost a native.  He came here 
when he was a pre-schooler.  Terry was a grain operator for the shire.  He 20 

was as well known in Murrumbidgee as he was in Jerilderie Shire.  In fact, a 
lot of people used to ask me if I was still married, because he was never to be 
seen.  He was one of the other grain operators providing a much needed 
service to irrigation in farmers of the area.  When we were speaking about the 
fires a little earlier, it just reminded me of a time when he got an irate phone 25 

call from one of his bosses on the shire, saying, “What is that grainer doing in 
the lake?” And he said, “Well, the wheels were on fire.” That’s why the grainer 
was in the lake.  Now, the sharing of resources and expertise so much 
encouraged by the fit for the future program has been in evidence in Jerilderie 
Shire for many years, not only our school machinery operators, but the 30 

environmental and engineering services have been shared with neighbouring 
shires, not the least being Murrumbidgee Shire.  I contend if we can’t stand 
alone – and nobody ever said good things didn’t come in small packages – 
but if we can’t stand alone, it would be mutually beneficial to have a full 
merger with Jerilderie and Murrumbidgee Shire into the future.  Thank you. 35 

Facilitator: Thank you for those stories as well.  29, Beth [indecipherable].  And if we can 
get speakers up to 35 to come forward, we might get to the end.  Thank you. 

Beth: Hi.  My name is Beth [indecipherable].  Warren and I came here in 2004.  It’ll 
be 12 years on the 3rd of March.  My father came to Jerilderie to help his 
cousins out in the very well-known sheep station in 1932.  He met my mother, 40 

fell in love, both were Jerilderie sweethearts and the rest is history.  My sister 
said to me, from Wagga Wagga, why are you going to live way out in 
Jerilderie?  Why out in whoop-whoop?  And I said to her because I feel safe.  
We feel safe living in a town like Jerilderie.  We live opposite two hotels, and 
in the last 12 years, Warren and I have only picked up two cans and two 45 

bottles.  There is no graffiti in Jerilderie.  There is no vandalism.  There’s a 
saying passed on from my mother: it’s the clothes that makes the man; I say 
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it’s people and leadership that makes the town.  Country towns should not die; 
it’s very important to have all country towns just as they are in Local 
Government, and I say no to the split and stand tall and proud and walk.  I’m 
sorry I wasn’t open to go with everybody, but that was just amazing, and I 
have taken some photographs, so I think you can all feel very proud.  If we go 5 

to Murrumbidgee, though I hope we stand alone, it must be Murrumbidgee.  
Thank you. 

Facilitator: Thank you.  Speaker 30, Ian Girdwood.  Ian? 

Ian: Ian Girdwood, retired farmer, fire brigade captain, and I’m very appreciative as 
a retired farmer of the Jerilderie Shire.  My brother and I bought a place here 10 

30-odd years ago.  5,000 flat bits of ground and somebody said, “What are 
you going to do with it?  You’ll go broke,” and we nearly did.  You talk about 
saving 400,000 in 20 years; we did 400,000 in three or four years during the 
drought.  So, money’s tough.  We built a farm because of Jerilderie Shire.  It 
was just a phone call.  They did the greater work; they did everything else.  15 

The other thing is the Bolton Fire Brigade.  The Bolton Fire Brigade goes from 
Colombo Creek, Billabong Creek to the Yanco Creek.  It runs to the west past 
the racecourse, and along that way is a bit of a lightning line.  It starts out near 
Kananga and follows you all the way through.  The best thing is if it gets away 
from you, it’s not only very hot and very smoky and very dusty, you can’t see 20 

and it’s very dangerous.  But with the help of the Jerilderie graders, you feel a 
lot safer.  There’s no better call in here on the radio from Jerilderie North on 
PMR that the Jerilderie Fire Brigade is on their way.  I have a son that goes to 
the fires and they run like an organisation.  I thank the people of Jerilderie 
Shire for supporting my family and my brother’s family, and I thank all the 25 

workers for what they’ve done in the past.  Thank you. 

Facilitator: Thanks, Ian.  Much appreciated.  Number 31, Ted [indecipherable].  Thanks. 

Ted: My name’s Ted [indecipherable] and I’ve been privileged to be a member of 
the Jerilderie Shire for 32 years, I think.  They invited me to come in and they 
couldn’t get rid of me, which is probably their bad luck.  But anyway, Mr 30 

Stubbs, I’d like to congratulate Ruth McRae and the Council for their efforts so 
far.  To get what’s happened over a period of time in the space of 2.5 months 
and to see how they’ve taken to this – like, to get these people in this 
community to come out like they have: this is a real achievement.  The last 
thing we’ve had to do anything like that, we spoke about in ’99 when we were 35 

going to lose some amenity in this place, and everybody stood tall.  It’s people 
like this that make this town, and that’s what this town’s all about.  They’re the 
leaders and they’re elected by us.  They’ve shown the way to go, so we 
congratulate them, and they’ve done a magic job in keeping everything going.  
The speakers have spoken.  You make it very difficult when you’re 31.  I’m not 40 

sure, because there’s not much else I can say; you’ve covered everything.  
You’ve talked about the mergers, you’ve talked about this.  But one thing we 
forgot about: we all talked about the town.  Now, when I arrived here in ’83, 
we had four hotels, three supermarkets and a licenced grocer as well.  We 
had a railway system that the Government took off us.  We had Telstra here 45 

as well with four employees.  The government took that away.  We had county 
Council.  14 of us.  Who took that away?  Government again. 
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 So, as you can see, this town has been affected by the Government for a long 
time.  The government actually plays a big part, and when it puts a merger 
like this up in front of us all, we all sit back and say, “Here we go again.” The 
only problem this time is we’ve got nowhere to go.  We’ve got to stand.  We 
can’t stand alone; we’ve been told that we’re unfit, we’ve been told that we’re 5 

not capable of doing this, and yet, we seem to be progressing.  Okay.  We 
have a population that declines; that’s due to an agriculture society.  We can’t 
do much about that; we’re just too far away.  Again, that’s all done.  Water: 
who took it away? The government.  They’ve taken all this out of our system 
and then, they call this the food bowl of Australia.  What happened? We’ve 10 

got no water, so we’ve lost that, and now the Government’s trying to rectify 
that situation, but who’s going to suffer?  When you take something like 
what’s going to happen now, a merger, either way, we go that way, we take 
25 people out of here.  That affects the supermarket and affects everyone.  
You’ve heard the hospital and health system; again, the only reason we’ve got 15 

a doctor is Jerilderie Shire.  So, when we all sit down – what we’ve done over 
the last few days has been incredible and it’s a real eye-opener to anyone 
who comes here.  You’ve got to remember that 760 in town and you’ve been 
able to drag 300 out only because it’s a restricted meeting.  That’s the only 
reason you can get the rest of them or they will tear down the main road.  And 20 

you didn’t want the riot squad to attend today. 

 Overall, as you can see, I’m a very passionate man about the town.  I’m very 
lucky that I’ve come to a lovely little town.  I was able to come here by 
accident and marry a young girl and stayed.  To the shire: please keep 
fighting for us.  You’re our voice and that’s what’s going to happen from 25 

herein.  We can say what we like, we’re down to 31-32, we’re running out of 
things to say, but you don’t want to come back in 18 months’ time and see 
nothing here.  I’ve got one other thing I want to make a point of.  You can do 
two things for us: you can put us into history or you can make history for us.  
Thank you. 30 

Facilitator: Thanks.  Number 32, Andrew.  Andrew Harris.  Not there?  Okay.  33, Stuart 
Smith.  Stuart, are you there? 

Stuart: Afternoon, everyone.  My name’s Stuart Smith.  I’ve been a resident of 
Jerilderie for roughly 22 years.  I’ve owned one business here for 19 and 
another one for about three years, and we have roughly nine to ten 35 

employees, depending on how busy we are.  We’ve gained a lot of work 
through the local shire who people employed and keep the business viable.  
I’ve always been very proactive in our town, building-wise, improvement-wise, 
staying ahead of things, talking to the businesses, seeing what’s going on, 
how they can help keep things moving and keep the town going ahead.  40 

When I heard about the split, I thought it was really going to knock the town 
around.  We can go one way or break.  We keep our employees and the town 
could stay viable, the businesses stay open, the employees stay in town.  But 
if we do split, that’s like taking the heart out of the town.  All the amenities in 
town are going to suffer, all the businesses in town; it’s going to make it very 45 

hard, and I would really like to see this town keep going.  Like I said, I’ve been 
here for about 22 years, and everybody asks me what Jerilderie is like.  I say 
great people, great place to live, and that’s about all I’ve got to say. 
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Facilitator: Thank you.  Two more speakers formally, so we actually have got through 
ahead of time.  Must be something very effective about the community, ‘cause 
you managed to get two hours into 1.5 hours.  That’s pretty good.  Number 
35?  Sorry, 34, Ian Mason.  Ian, are you there? 

Ian: Thank you.  My name’s Ian Mason.  My family’s farmed right down the 5 

southern end of this shire for over 100 years, and I reflected when I saw the 
announcement of the split on what that meant, and I – our family’s been 
happy to pay their rates, and I say that genuinely, because we’ve been well 
serviced, and I reflect on why did I think that.  I think that the Council has done 
what the Council has been elected to do.  They’ve shown leadership over 10 

many, many years.  They’ve been proactive, they’ve made sure that their 
constituents were well-serviced across all levels of this community, and I’m a 
bit over people from outside our communities.  And it’s not just this; it reflects 
the water debate and all the other debates that we have to fight rear-guard 
actions against.  Other people telling us what’s good for our community.  This 15 

is an arbitrary line that someone’s drawn through our community, and I think 
you’ve heard from all the speakers today their view on that, and I think you 
need to go back.  One of the things that I was told a long time ago was the 
easiest thing to give away is something that’s not yours.  This is our 
community and our community would like to stay together as a community 20 

and I think you need to take that message back loud and clear.  Thank you. 

Facilitator: Thank you, Ian.  Our last formal registered speaker, 35, is Freddie.  Freddie 
Dowling.  Not here?  Thanks for that. 

Freddie: In case there’s anyone here today that wasn’t here yesterday, I better 
introduce myself.  I’m Freddie Dowling and I’m a local resident of this are of 25 

Jerilderie.  I not only represent all you mob here; I also represent Aboriginal 
people who have been here since time began and owned this land before we 
came here.  Is Yanco River the boundary now, according to that? 

Tim:  That’s the proposal, that Yanco - - - 

Freddie: I’m pretty worried about that because a long way along the Yanco, there are 30 

farmers who’ve got land on both sides.  So, I know I said something about 
that yesterday, but there’s a lot of farms all the way along there with owners 
just there.  They’re going to be effected enormously.  We’ve all got a block of 
land here or a house.  How would you like all of a sudden it’s going to be in 
two shires? Your block of land’s going to be split up into two.  It doesn’t make 35 

sense.  So, as it is, we’re all in the one shire.  So, there’s no use splitting the 
shire.  The whole shire itself, if it has to be amalgamated, you amalgamate the 
whole lot together.  No good splitting it in half; that’s going to cause terrible 
problems for everyone.  To know what it’s like in Jerilderie, you’ve got to live 
here, and the town plan is perfect.  Every house in every block is a quarter of 40 

an acre, and everyone’s got a land down the back of their place.   

The streets are so wide that you can do two U-turns if you want to.  It’s 
unbelievable.  And the people here are all hardworking, honest people, and 
you don’t see us in the news much because we’re all normal.  For instance, 
one of my boys was fixing up his bike outside the IGA down here one day and 45 
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he left his shifting spanner on the footpath.  He got home and the next 
morning, they said, “Where’s your shifting spanner,” and he said it was the 
wrong footpath out there, and he went up and down it and it was still there.  It 
was still there the next day; nobody touched it.  How about that?  I never, ever 
lock my house because I trust everyone in this town.  This town has got a lot 5 

of Aboriginal History.  The town’s actually named after the Jerilderie people.  
That was after the people were here for thousands of years and they were 
known all over the tribal area for the spears they used to make from the creek 
here.  It just shows that everyone in this town just goes about their own 
business.  Thanks very much. 10 

Facilitator: Thank you.  I was very reluctant to ring the bell on that speech.  That’s the 
end of our official speakers, but we’ve got ten to 15 minutes left, with the 
delegate’s permission.  Call for speakers? Anybody hand’s up whose spirit’s 
moved and they’d like to make a presentation? We’ve got three or four at this 
point.  If the spirit hasn’t moved you, that’s fine too.  We can have some 15 

concluding remarks.  In which case, what I’ll do is invite the delegate to make 
some concluding remarks.  We’re still duty-bound by the legislation to stand 
here until four o’clock.  You don’t have to stand with us and twiddle your 
thumbs, but you can do whatever you like.  Thank you, Tim. 

Ruth: Can I make a comment after Tim wraps up before everybody leaves?  It’s not 20 

to do with this; it’s just to speak to the people. 

Facilitator: Yep. 

Tim: Okay, everyone.  Look, thanks again.  I’ll reiterate my comments from 
yesterday.  This is a very serious issue but I’m always very impressed with the 
respectful way in which everyone’s spoken and shown respect for each other, 25 

but also, I guess the good humour that’s also been applied to what is a really 
serious situation.  It makes my job more comfortable obviously to be able to 
sit here and listen to respectful and good presentations rather than things 
getting a bit out of hand.  So, I really thank you for your behaviour and the 
way both days have been run; it’s been a credit.  Thanks again for coming 30 

today.  Thanks to those who have taken the time to prepare material and 
speak.  That’s always a good thing.  Again, the transcript will be generated as 
a formal record of the proceedings, so that will be able to be read and be put 
out at the end of the process at the end of March.  I’d like to remind you all 
that the information and written submissions are ways for me to gather the 35 

information that I need to do my report, and again, reiterate the importance of 
written submissions.  Again, they don’t have to be formal; it can simply be 
what you jot down at the kitchen table on a piece of paper and either put it on 
the website or post it in via the post.  Wherever you can, provide evidence to 
support those submissions.  So, if you’ve got numbers or information that you 40 

think would just help me in being able to justify your views, then that always is 
important to help me write my report.  Written submissions close at 5.00 PM, 
Sunday, 28th February, and they can be submitted online or by post, and the 
Councillors and we will both have those addresses.  A reminder that the 
Council Boundary Review website also provides more detail about the merger 45 

proposal process more generally, as well as details about the proposed 
merger between Murrumbidgee Shire and part of Jerilderie Shire Council. 
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 Finally, in wrapping up, thanks again.  I’ve now got to go and write the report, 
but I look forward to your submissions and reading them and adding them to 
the information I’ve collected already.  So, this isn’t the formal end of the 
process; we’ll be here until 4.00, so if someone comes in at the last minute 
and wanted to speak or anyone decides they want to talk to me or speak, 5 

that’s fine, but so everyone can go home and know that they’ve seen pretty 
much the process, then we do this now.  So, if you want to leave, you’re more 
than welcome to. 

Facilitator:  Thank you.  Ruth, thank you. 

Ruth: Thanks, Ian.  I’ve just got a few closing remarks.  A few things that were said 10 

today reverberated in my head, and one of the comments was if we should be 
placed in a unique basket.  I’m happy to be placed in a unique basket; not 
necessarily to be happy to be turned unique, because I’m not sure that will be 
a complimentary tag.  Tim, if you’re referring to us as being unique, could you 
please put a complimentary slant on it as opposed to odd, weird or 15 

disengaged?  If it’s complimentary, we’re happy for that to be included.  
Freddie said we’re all normal.  I reckon we are all normal.  Lots of people may 
well disagree with you, but we agree.  You also spoke about a special skill set 
you can bring to the table like creating spears and locating rocks.  If our 
alternate proposal doesn’t get any legs, we might have to engage ****.  Tim, 20 

please don’t put that in your summation.  What we have garnered from today 
is that if this proposal is off the table, that’d be good, and if the alternate 
proposal doesn’t get any legs, where do we stand then? I’ve got a very strong 
feeling from today’s meeting that why can’t we continue to fight to stand 
alone? Is that line of thinking alive and well and will Tim’s summation identify 25 

this? How do we highlight it? 

 So, what we need to do, I guess, is we need to still work diligently, co-operate 
with the powers that be, hopefully get the green light from the minister 
regarding the alternate proposal.  If we don’t get the green light, do we rally 
again and do we continue to promote this shire as a viable entity into the 30 

future? Is that the collective view of the people here today? I thought it was; I 
just needed you to tell us.  That gives the Council some very clear guidelines 
to keep working on.  I’d like to make an offer to Tim.  Tim sat through two very 
intensive days of listening to a very mobilised community, and I’m not sure 
he’s going to not struggle with how to paint the picture we would like him to 35 

paint.  So, Tim, the offer is, if you need some help, we’re happy to help you 
write the report.  As you’ve seen from the two days gatherings here, there’s 
some very well-informed, articulate and passionate people, and perhaps the 
State Government could learn from these people out here in the bush, 
because as has been identified, when the going gets tough, they get mobile.  40 

Just because everybody is still sitting here, I would like to recognise the staff 
that work for us every day.  As one person identified, this has been a pretty 
onerous process and the staff have been having to engage and work on 15 
different tangents, trying to place this community with a future, and guess 
what? They’re still going to do their job. 45 

 So, it was identified that we’ve got leadership, and when the going gets tough, 
never is it more important to have good leadership, and we have had calm, 
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moderate, lateral thinking people – that’s not me; that’s the people that are 
employed.  These people have been leading us through this process and I 
think they’ve done an amazing job of keeping this community of Jerilderie 
informed, and I think that is very evident when you listen to the people who 
have been confident enough and passionate enough to stand up and have 5 

their say.  That does happen very often in communities, because people are 
afraid of getting up and speaking and then, they have the passion but they 
haven’t got the content, they don’t think, to represent themselves.  That has 
been very evident here in these two days of hearings that this community has 
been kept well abreast of what’s going on at all times, and I think our shire 10 

staff, indoor and outdoor, are really congratulated on that, because they’ve 
taken that information to the people and the people have rallied.  So, well 
done.  I’m immensely proud of this community as the Mayor, and I think we 
have a future.  If the powers that be don’t give us a future or a light to 
progress with, we just go back to the drawing board and we stand our ground 15 

and we continue to fight. 

Facilitator: Thank you, Mrs Mayor.  We’ll count that as part of the formal Council 
presentation, just to be right.  Thank you very much everybody for the time 
you spent today.  We’ll be here for the next ten minutes or so in any case, but 
we appreciate the time and effort that people have put into today.  Thank you 20 

very much. 

[END TRANSCRIPT] 

 


