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Facilitator:  Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen.  I wonder if you might take your seats 

for us, please.  Gosh, I didn't expect you to be that quick.  So, if everyone 

could take their seats.  Now we have asked the people who are speakers to 5 

be on this side of the hall so that they can come down and take their places 

quickly, but we've run out a bit of room on this side, so down the front or on 

the edges of the aisles would be fine as well.  We do have lots of seats down 

the front; don't be afraid.  So, good afternoon, everybody.  My name's **** and 

my job is to ensure that these enquiry proceedings run smoothly and 10 

efficiently.  This is a formal process and so, your delegate, Ms Renata Brooks, 

will actually talk through the process in a few minutes.  What I'd like to do is 

just do a bit of housekeeping with you.  So, could you please make sure that 

everybody has signed in at the door out there and that if you've registered to 

speak, please make sure you have a number and that you sit in this area here 15 

or on the edge of where you can get out quickly. 

 Could I also ask you to make sure that you turn your mobile phones to silent 

or to off so that we have your full attention? And could I also tell you that the 

toilet facilities are here to my right, and when you're going to the ladies, 

please be careful of the microphone cord that's there.  So, just take a little 20 

care if you have to go down there.  The emergency procedures are the green 

exit doors behind at the back and on my left, and could you also please note 

that the proceedings today are being audio taped for future reference.  Now, 

my final housekeeping matter is one about respect, and I know that you will all 

be respectful of each other at all times, and what this means is that because 25 

this is a formal inquiry and a public process, there can't be a distribution of 

materials and you do have the opportunity if you don't speak – and if you do 

speak – to send a written submission to your delegate.  So, please, I ask you 

to be respectful.  If you do need to go to the bathroom or if you do need to 

leave the proceedings for whatever reason, then please move through the 30 

room quietly.  We do have a lot of people here and I'll ask you to do that, and I 

think sometimes in a room like this, it's quite hard if people having little chats 

to themselves.  It's quite disruptive for the speaker, so please be respectful 

about that. 

 And my last request is that before I formally introduce you to Renata Brooks, 35 

you allow people to speak without comment.  It's very important that each 

person is given their own opportunity to speak.  Now, Renata will explain to 

you the time constraints, so that makes it even more important that people are 
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allowed to speak without comment.  So, now, I'd like to introduce you to your 

delegate, Ms Renata Brooks, who will formally open today's public inquiry 

session and talk you through the public inquiry process. 

Renata:  Thank you, ****.  Good afternoon, everyone, and as **** has said, my name's 

Renata Brooks.  I'd like to formally welcome you all to this public inquiry and 5 

to thank you for taking the time to prepare, to attend and to contribute your 

views to what is a very important process here today.  I'd like to begin by 

acknowledging the traditional custodians and their ancestors of the land on 

which this public inquiry takes place, and also to pay my respect to elders 

past and present.  I would also like to acknowledge the Mayor of Oberon 10 

Council, Kathy Sajowitz, Councillors and members of this community, and to 

recognise your contributions to this area.  This public inquiry is part of a 

process which is set out in the Local Government Act.  That process began 

when the minister for Local Government referred a proposal for a merger 

between the Bathurst and Oberon Councils to the acting chief executive of the 15 

office of Local Government for him to examine and report on it.  I have been 

appointed as his delegate to conduct an examination of the proposal and to 

provide a report to the minister and to the Boundaries Commission. 

 I'd like to stress that my role is an impartial one and I'm not an advocate for or 

against the proposal.  My focus today is to gather facts to assist me to 20 

examine and report on the proposal.  Sections of the Local Government Act 

require me to hold a public inquiry into the merger proposal.  The main 

purpose of this public inquiry is to provide members of the public with an 

opportunity to provide their views on the proposal directly to me.  The 

information you provide me today will assist in my examination of the 25 

proposal, along with the other material gathered throughout the course of the 

examination process.  As **** said, to allow today's proceedings to be 

conducted fairly and efficiently, this inquiry is going to be very structured, with 

a schedule of speakers and time limits on speakers.  All speakers have been 

previously advised that speaking times are generally between three and five 30 

minutes.  Given how many speakers have registered today, I've decided to 

set a time limit of three minutes to maximise the opportunity for everyone to 

speak.  And speakers, please do keep to that time limit.  You must keep to 

that time limit. 

 The only exception to that is I've discussed and allowed Mayor Sajowitz to 35 

speak for 11 minutes at the start of this session, given she'll be speaking on 

behalf of the Council.  To help you keep track of time, our facilitator, ****, will 

give each speaker a time warning one minute prior to the end of their allotted 

time limit.  I'm sure you understand that we've got to be really scrupulous in 

keeping to a schedule if we're to provide all speakers with equal time to 40 

address the inquiry, and **** will give you a more detailed rundown on the 

procedures in a moment.  My duty today is to listen to what you have to say, 

not to answer questions.  I need to make it very clear that I don't have the 

power to resolve any specific issues or identify solutions to any particular 

complaints that an individual or an organisation might have about the proposal 45 

or about the Local Government reform process to date.  I'll now quickly run 

through the process which I am required to follow under the Local 

Government Act.  First, just in the interests of clarity, I'll just make it clear that 
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I'm examining a proposal for the merger of Bathurst and Oberon Local 

Government areas into a single new Local Government area with a new 

governing body, and you've all got on your chairs the map that illustrates that. 

 The public inquiry is one step in the process; the other things I'm required to 

do are to call for written submissions and to prepare a report on the proposal, 5 

having due regard to the factors which are listed in section 263(iii) of the act.  

The factors I must consider are financial advantages or disadvantages of the 

proposal, communities of interest and geographic cohesion, the existing 

historical and traditional values and the impact of change, the attitude of the 

residents and ratepayers, elected representation, the impact of the proposal 10 

on the ability of the Council to provide adequate, equitable and appropriate 

services and facilities, employment impacts for staff, rural impacts, wards, the 

opinions of diverse communities and any other relevant factors.  The factors 

are spelt out in detail on the handouts that you have on your chairs, and I 

would suggest that you read the detail, because it explains it a bit further.  At 15 

the conclusion of the examination process, I will prepare a report to the 

minister and to the Boundaries Commission.  The Boundaries Commission 

will then review and provide comment on the report and provide these 

comments to the minister for Local Government. 

 The minister for Local Government will then consider the report together with 20 

any comments from the Boundaries Commission and may or may not 

recommend to the governor of New South Wales that the proposed merger be 

implemented with or without modifications.  In addition to having the 

opportunity to speak at this public inquiry, members of the public may provide 

their views on the merger proposal by making a written submission.  If you 25 

wish to make a written submission, then in your comments today, I'd 

encourage you to focus on one or more of those factors that I've just read out.  

If you've got any written material that you've prepared for today and that you 

haven't been able to cover in your presentation, if you're one of the speakers, 

please feel free to submit that as a written submission online or by post.  My 30 

final report and all written submissions will be published at the end of the 

proposal examination process unless the author of the submissions requests 

that it be kept confidential, and just a reminder that written submissions close 

at 5.00 PM on Sunday, 28 February 2016 and they can be submitted either 

online at the Council Boundary Review website or by mail, and all the details 35 

of that are in the handouts that you've got today as well as on the website.  I'll 

now hand back over to **** and I'll look forward to hearing from you today. 

Facilitator:  Thanks very much.  I know people are still coming in, and for those of you that 

are sitting on those awfully hard pews down the back, there's lots of seats 

down the front, and my other thing that I wanted to say about the seating is if 40 

you are a speaker, please make sure you're in an area which is close to 

where you can get out quickly.  Now, **** is just walking through the door.  

Hand up, ****.  Is that an orange tie? Pink tie.  Red tie.  **** is in charge of 

making sure that everybody is moving down to these seats on the side here.  

So, what we want to do here is that we want to have – so, speaker 1, for 45 

example, would be speaking, then speakers 2, 3, 4 and 5 would be sitting on 

these chairs, and as the next person moves, then speaker 6 needs to move to 

that chair, which is why I've asked that you make sure that you're seated in 
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accessible spots.  There's a couple of reasons why we need to get – I gave 

you those rules at the beginning, but also, that we get through these as 

quickly as possible.  We have 84 registered speakers and we have a very 

hard completion time of 4.00 PM.  The process requires that we complete by 

the advertised time, so my task is to get the opportunities for each of you to 5 

speak directly.  You'll see that the lectern is now been moved and you'll be 

speaking directly to Renata, and that my job is to actually make sure that 

happens as quickly as possible so that as many of you as possible can have 

your opportunity to speak to Renata. 

 Now, I'm going to be a bit annoying through the process, because at the two 10 

minute point, I will say "one minute to go", and then at the three minute point, 

that will have to be a hard conclusion, please.  My second thing that I want to 

suggest to you when you're sitting there and listening to what people have to 

say is that one of the things that's really important for your delegate to hear is 

as many of the ideas and the facts and the opinions as possible.  So, if 15 

somebody else has actually said exactly what you were going to say, then 

please consider not taking the opportunity to speak, because as I said, there 

are 84 people to get through.  So, if something has been said which is what 

you were going to say, please consider not standing up and speaking.  

Because, of course, you can always write a written submission to Renata.  20 

Now, I'm going to check.  So, the other thing I need to ask you to do is when 

you get to the lectern and you make eye contact with your delegate, could you 

please make sure that you're speaking directly into the microphone? This is a 

difficult room, and also remember that we're audio taping.  So, it's very 

important that you speak clearly into the microphone.  So, get nice and close 25 

and I hope you don't mind, but sometimes, I might come over and push the 

microphone more into your face, and then, the second thing is, could you also 

please state your name when you start your speech? So, with that, what I'd 

like to do is call our first speaker.  Now, if you remember, Ms Brooks actually 

said that she had given the Mayor an extra amount of time because she's 30 

pulling together a whole lot of ideas, and so, Mayor Sajowitz has an 11 minute 

presentation, and I'm sorry, but I'm going to be annoying at ten minutes.  So, 

over to you. 

Kathy: Kathy Sajowitz, Mayor of Oberon Council.  After a shambolic four year 

process involving assessments and reports, we find ourselves here today 35 

along with 35 other New South Wales Councils, justifying our existence.  

Oberon reiterates its position to remain a standalone Council in a Central-

West joint organisation.  I will briefly address some of the criteria being 

examined today.  It is Council's intention to address all of the criteria in depth, 

backed by credible evidence-based data through its written submission.  The 40 

merger proposal has been based on untested modelling from KPMG.  At this 

stage, only the assumptions report has been released, which has found to be 

inaccurate, inconsistent and replete with euphemisms about job losses and 

structural change, is full of language such as predicted potentially but supplies 

no evidence or analytical data.  The report has been based on financial data 45 

from 2013 – 14 now two years old.  Oberon's current quarterly budget review 

is showing improved revised result, turning a predicted $536,000 deficit into a 

$75,000 positive.  This is as a result of Council's commitment to put 
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efficiencies in place.  Current evidence-based data needs to be assessed as 

part of this life-changing forced amalgamation process. 

 Much has been made of the failure of Councils to meet scale and capacity.  I 

note the word efficiency has crept into the merger proposal rather than the 

word capacity.  Oberon recognises the flaws of the IPART report and 5 

commissioned its own independent report through UTS to look at scale and 

efficiency.  We identified a cost difference between the levels of service 

supplied to the various demographics of the LGA.  It is more costly to provide 

a level of service to a rural ratepayer than to a town resident.  The UTS report 

looked not only at Oberon but at our neighbouring Councils and possible 10 

merger partner options, including Bathurst, Lithgow and Upper Lachlan.  The 

findings were that under the evidence-based scale and efficiency modelling, 

the best option for Oberon was to stand alone.  We manage rural well.  As 32 

percent of rate assessments in the Oberon Shire are farmland compared with 

only eight percent in the Bathurst LGA, this is an important factor.  Oberon 15 

Council has vast experience in this service demographic.  We do not see any 

improvement in that situation by merging with Bathurst Regional Council.  In 

fact, with the inexperience of Bathurst to deal with rural roads, we see a 

negative impact.  The report asserts that a merger could result in the lowering 

of residential rates.  This has never occurred in history; why would it occur 20 

now and what are the monetary mechanisms for this assertion? 

 Oberon applied for and received a five year special rate variation coming into 

effect this year.  Should a merger occur, it would be a four year freeze on 

rates.  Bathurst rates already higher than in Oberon will remain static.  

However, Oberon will still incur the approved rate variation annually.  Despite 25 

this, after four years, Bathurst rates will still be higher and a rate 

harmonisation will occur.  The Mayor of Bathurst has publicly flagged that to 

accommodate the merge with Oberon and its associated road network, 

unrateable land, et cetera, a special rate variation of 10 percent will likely be 

necessary, so a further impost on Oberon ratepayers.  Where is the benefit to 30 

the Oberon LGA? We are already managing our road network extremely well.  

In fact, where is the advantage to Bathurst in this instance? Evidence-based 

data from previous amalgamations in Victoria shows that they have less 

Councils in New South Wales, but the average rates are 33 percent higher 

per capita as a result.  With economic projections in the LGA worth over $2 35 

million, already underway or about to be, resulting in an increase of 300 jobs 

over three years, which in turn, fits into several residential subdivisions 

currently under assessment.  Oberon's economic growth has never been so 

secure.  Consideration needs to be given to these factors. 

 The merger proposal highlights efficiencies made again through purchasing 40 

and procurement.  Oberon Council recognised early the benefits of being part 

of a joint organisation.  We are members of Centrob, a voluntary regional 

collaboration of 16 Councils in the Central West.  Collaboration and joint 

procurement of goods and services, advocacy and input into regional 

initiatives has been beneficial to Oberon.  We believe the New South Wales 45 

Government should be looking at building the giant organisational model as 

an alternative to forced amalgamations which adversely impact on so many 

levels.  In summary, Oberon is already working the collaborative space with 
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our organisations, Jenolan Caves Trust, as well as with National Parks and 

Forests in New South Wales, as well as with our neighbours, Lithgow, 

Bathurst and Upper Lachlan Councils.  We have indicated that we're willing to 

expand these initiatives into areas such as tourism, which we acknowledge 

Bathurst does well.  We have a proven track record in this type of 5 

engagement.  A forced amalgamation is not a prerequisite for this; shared 

services offer a promising alternative to compulsory consolidation.  

Democratic representation is a major concern for the residents of the Oberon 

LGA.  In 2010, communities elected a Council to represent them for four 

years.  This is a democratic right, not to be lightly disregarded. 10 

 There was no mandate given to the Premier at the last State Government 

elections to force amalgamations.  If the New South Wales State Government 

feels forced amalgamations are necessary, then it should go to the people for 

endorsement through the democratic process on the election or even a 

plebiscite.  Governance at a local level is vital to the Oberon Community.  It 15 

affords residents the opportunity to engage in the local political and policy-

making process of their Council.  Their representatives are easily identifiable 

and democratically accountable.  In rural areas especially, Local Government 

is best placed to identify and respond to community issues quickly and with 

background knowledge.  Being geographically isolated, there are strong 20 

concerns that with forced amalgamations of the town with 5,300 residents into 

a city-centric Council entity of 44,000 people with its admin base over 45 

kilometres away, this opportunity will definitely be lost to them.  Oberon LGA 

consists of the main township and three outlying villages: O'connell, Black 

Springs and Burraga, each unique with varying requirements from Council.  25 

This makes for a diverse community.  How would these villages fare under a 

remote Council with vastly different values to their own? There can only be 

adverse outcomes here. 

 It was recognised that Oberon was traditionally over-represented and it was 

put to the community that Councillor numbers would be reduced from then 30 

nine to seven at the next local elections.  This was well-supported and part of 

our improvement plan.  The savings flagged in the report by reduced 

representation are rubbery at best and unsubstantiated.  Oberon Council has 

a position and this is it: we are not in favour of the convoluted ward system.  

We definitely would not support Oberon residents being represented by a 35 

community advisory committee of any description.  This would be demeaning 

to the size and strength of our community and the danger being there would 

be no mechanism to ensure any recommendations from any such committee 

would be actually acted upon.  The preferred option, should amalgamation be 

forced, would be guaranteed representation of at least one Councillor, 40 

preferably two, on a new Council.  We cannot allow a serious disparity in the 

level of representation within the proposed area.  Effective, guaranteed 

representation is a must and it's a right.  The current Council structure at 

Bathurst Regional Council is alien to Oberon.  It is factional and party-driven.  

This would make it extremely difficult for any independent candidate from 45 

Oberon possibly elected to the new entity to be effective.  Oberon prides itself 

on its clean record of independent and open decision-making.  In a larger 

bureaucracy, there is less scope for public scrutiny and accountability.  This 
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will not benefit the Oberon LGA residents who currently enjoy a high level of 

accountability from their Council. 

 Council is concerned that as a result of this proposed merger, our community 

are the ones likely the ones to lose meaningful input on the issues that impact 

on their day-to-day lives.  There is no benefit here for Oberon LGA residents 5 

who will lose their democratic right to representation, whereas the impact will 

be negligible for Bathurst Regional Council residents.  One of the points of 

Local Government reform is the potential for enhanced regulatory outcomes, 

especially in planning and development assessments achieved by reducing 

inconsistency.  While this has been somewhat achieved by the standard 10 

template LEP, there is still inconsistency that will be exacerbated as a result 

of an Oberon-Bathurst merger proposal.  The government has been pushing 

planning reforms to speed up the local planning process.  Currently, Oberon 

operates along with 150 other Councils under the Coesep instrument.  

Bathurst Council however is the only Council in New South Wales which 15 

operates under its own code.  This is inconsistency in planning controls, 

causes conflict between Bathurst and any other Council in the state.  I cannot 

envisage that Bathurst as a merged entity will relinquish their development 

controls. 

 The reformed merger analysis indicated key areas where local Councils are 20 

responsible for enforcing regulation and infer that the benefit of establishing 

Councils with larger boundaries would reduce inconsistent regulations.  

However, many proactive Councils, such as Oberon, operate in regional 

groups and work proactively in developing regional guidelines, not only to 

assist staff interpretation of legislation, but also in delivering a correct and 25 

consistent approach.  I strongly believe that rural Councils operate in a 

collective and collaborative manner out of necessity, and as such, already 

achieved this streamlined approach.  It's also stated that a cost for a business 

of both monitoring and complying with multiple and varying Council 

regulations can be reduced through the removal and streamlining of 30 

regulatory requirements following a merger of neighbouring Councils.  In the 

rural area, the majority of small business operates with a single LGA.  

Furthermore, the only real way of streamlining regulatory requirements would 

be to remove the requirements or stop the ongoing transfer of regulation from 

the State Government onto Local Government with no resources to support 35 

implementation.  There is no perceived benefit for Oberon in any of these 

assumptions. 

 I'm extremely disappointed with the recommendation from Minister Toole that 

Oberon will merge with Bathurst Regional Council, a partnership neither 

Council has indicated they want or need.  Bathurst has clearly indicated that 40 

their merger preference is Blayney and they will continue to pursue that aim.  

Oberon emphatically indicate we wish to stand alone and have the capacity to 

do so.  The need for change, as quoted by the Minister: "Merged Councils will 

result in greater capacity to meet current and future community needs, 

improved capacity to meet the change in demands for community services 45 

and infrastructure, improved financial sustainability, improved efficiencies 

through enhanced scale and capacity, better partnerships between 

communities and governments across regions. 
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Facilitator:  Thanks very much.  If you could do your concluding sentence now.  Thank 

you. 

Kathy: If this is the case, surely your Councils deemed unfit would benefit.  So, why 

is it that only some of those Councils are the subject of merger proposals and 

some left to stand alone? Why are some Councils deemed unfit financially, a 5 

major concern, but have been left to stand alone? Thank you. 

Facilitator:  Thanks very much.  Could I have speaker 2 to address the delegate, and 

also, could I get the next people down? ****, I need the next set of speakers, 

please.  4, 5 and 6, if you could move down whilst this is happening, thank 

you very much. 10 

Speaker 2:  ****.  We are a rural Council, not city-centric.  The reasons why we must stand 

alone is to make sure we do not lose control and continue to make the right 

decisions for our rural community.  It is called Local Government.  The 

concern for me is the fact that we are not hearing anything from a joint merger 

and no-one would go into business without knowing what was on the other 15 

end.  Will we have our works department? Our modern machinery and 

trucking fleet: what will happen there? It will be very costly to run this from 

Bathurst; the tyranny of distance would be very difficult and very costly.  We 

have 966 kilometres of road, vastly different to Bathurst in many ways.  Our 

roads are great roads now.  They've been upgraded by our Council, who has 20 

great workers there.  We've accepted technology and the machinery; they're 

upskilled and being trained.  We produce some of the best roads in the 

country, the envy of Councils around us.  So, just quickly, Bathurst has six 

state roads leading through Bathurst and runs right through their shire.  No 

cost to Bathurst Council.  250 kilometres of roads there.  We have a rural road 25 

network there that gets very little attention.  18 percent of their budget is on 

roading, mainly in the Bathurst city-centric itself.  Our roads are mainly district 

roads leading to all our state forest areas, heavy impact with heavy machinery 

and heavy logging trucks, so we need to build the roads right.  We have done 

that and we're nearly on top of it all, so we haven't got far to go and we're 30 

always improving our work. 

 One of the big things for me – I think our business interests really relate to the 

Sydney area.  We are a rural Council, we are high in the mountains, we have 

brilliant soil and country; some of the best in the world.  Fat lands, cattle, beef 

cattle, the pine forest that we harvest, bring to our mills, off to Sydney to build 35 

all those houses there.  What's happening? They built their houses there and 

now, they have nowhere for their market gardens.  So, we supply everything 

there and the third map shows that if you overlay Oberon onto the Sydney city 

area, we cover the whole base of Sydney, from Port Hacking to Palm Beach, 

from Bondi well past Penrith.  43 Councils are in that area, so we must lean 40 

towards Sydney.  Bathurst is politically-motivated; we're a non-political 

Council.  We are a Council of strength, courage and integrity, and that has 

been shown lately.  Kerry O'Brien said last night the media and the 

Governments have to really have a good look at themselves. 
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Facilitator:  Okay.  That's time.  Thank you.  Thanks very much.  Could I have speaker 3 

to the podium now, please, and could I have speakers 7 and 8 down to the 

side of the room? Thank you very much. 

Speaker 3:  Good afternoon, Renata.  My name's ****, a resident from O'connell.  I'd like 

to speak about the topic community of interest.  That's this community, 5 

Oberon.  Oberon was declared non-fit under the scale and capacity criteria, 

as its projected population at the year 2031 would not meet some critical 

criteria.  However, I maintain that this decision was made without current 

reference to what's happening in Oberon.  We have major expansion at the 

Borg Manufacturing plant, we have a new industry coming to Oberon, that is 10 

the Nectar Farms, who will be establishing a huge hydroponics organisation.  

The total investment for these two is over $300 million.  A huge amount of 

money.  And with this investment comes employment.  Over 300 direct jobs 

and a whole lot more indirect.  I'd also talk to the new LEP that Council has 

developed, and this has resulted in a very substantial residential subdivision 15 

coming forward of 250 lots.  The large lot subdivisions and the villages where 

several new homes are well under construction.  It might be said that we are 

population ready.  We are ready for the expansion that is going to come. 

 Again, Oberon continues to be the preferred destination for those seeking 

cool climate living and in Council, there is a slogan, and it says "work in 20 

Oberon; come and live in Oberon.  Enjoy the facilities." I put to you, Renata, 

that there is every reason to expect that the minimum population required for 

fit to the future will be obtained by the year 2021.  Another point I'd like to 

make is that of the absentee land holder.  In my case, I think it's quite typical.  

We purchased land in the certain year of 1993 and we moved into a new 25 

home in the year 2000, but we paid rates those whole seven years in the 

interim.  Many ratepayers.  In fact, 28 percent of the rate paying population of 

Oberon does not live in Oberon.  28 percent.  Huge.  These people would be 

counted.  They should be counted amongst the figures, but they were not.  

They were not counted in the figures that condemned us under the scale and 30 

capacity criteria.  Thank you. 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  Could I have speaker 4 to the podium, please? 

Speaker 4:  My name is **** and I'm a resident of Oberon Shire, and I'm also the president 

of the Oberon Tarana Heritage Rail.  Thank you, Ms Brooks, for the 

opportunity to speak.  My submission is both personal and on behalf of the 35 

OTHR.  My submission is against the amalgamation of the two Councils.  

OTHR was formed some ten years ago by a group of volunteers with the aim 

of restoring 23 kilometres of branch railway line to a fully-functioning tourist 

attraction.  From the onset, Oberon Council has been a major supporter of 

this venture.  They are still the leases of the rail corridor.  They have supplied 40 

machinery equipment as required.  Their continuing encouragement from 

Council staff and Councillors has been immeasurable.  So far, we're the first 

five kilometres of the rail restored.  This will soon be a major tourist attraction 

for the district, but will this support continue if the Councils are amalgamated? 

 Journalists, accountants, lawyers, statisticians and many others will tell you 45 

that statistics can be interpreted in many ways.  The figures that IPART and 
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KPMG produced I'm sure are very accurate, but what's happened to these 

figures afterwards in this instance is very unclear.  Hence, Councils such as 

Oberon, which are very viable, operational in all operational aspects, have 

been judged not fit for the future, but Oberon is very fortunate having two of 

many of our everyday needs: two bakeries, two butchers, two supermarkets, 5 

two junior schools, two senior schools, two pubs and more than two cafes, but 

we still have no undertaker.  This is a town where we've been judged unfit for 

the future because of our declining aging population.  As mentioned in the 

amalgamation, assistance with infrastructure if some of the major land 

operators in areas such as forestry and national parks could contribute to the 10 
rates, this would improve the situation for the Council.  In the report, it's 

mentioned that two shards are similar, but they couldn't be further apart, one 

being Bathurst largely based on urban; Oberon being on rural community.  

The major feature, I feel, about this proposal is the lack of detail that is 

mentioned of savings and these are just predictions and may be interpreted in 15 

many ways.  Thank you. 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  That's three minutes.  Thank you.  May I have speaker 

7 to the podium, please? Thanks very much. 

Speaker 7:  Hi.  My name is ****.  I'd like to thank Renata and **** and **** for being part of 

our process.  The attitude of the residents and ratepayers of Oberon are that 20 

just over 94 percent are opposed to forced amalgamations.  The financial 

disadvantages are that local businesses that are supported by the rural 

Council of Oberon will suffer dramatically, well into the hundreds of thousands 

of dollars.  Oberon Council shops local and supports our sporting groups, our 

schools, our community groups.  Our Council has an exceptional knowledge 25 

and understanding of its residents' needs and I feel an undemocratic forced 

amalgamation will have no financial benefits to anyone.  Oberon currently has 

a debt level per ratepayer that is 75 percent lower than Bathurst.  If we are 

forced to amalgamate, all ratepayers’ debt will increase by 60 percent.  

Oberon Council's community donations are approximately $10 per person.  30 

Bathurst community donations are approximately $2.80 per person.  

Residents will have to travel almost 100 kilometre round trip to find someone 

to listen to their concerns.  Oberon Council staff have approximately 85 

maybe dispersed away from Oberon, and this will have a devastating effect 

on local business financially and those that they employ.  Oberon Council is 35 

committed to representing its villages of O'connell, Black Springs and 

Barraga.  Our concerns are that we will be left with no representation.  Oberon 

Council functions very well.  We have good financials, we have good 

sustainability and good representation; why would they want to take that away 

from us? We are a united community.  There are no financial benefits in 40 

destroying Oberon's identity and its residents' right to democracy and we are 

doing all this without any help or support from our local member.  Where is the 

democracy in forced amalgamations? Thank you. 

Facilitator:  Thanks.  Thank you very much.  Could I have speaker 8 to the podium, 

please? 45 

Speaker 8:  My name is ****.  I've been teaching in Oberon for the past 35 years.  I'm 

president of Oberon Arts Council and involved in the Oberon Business and 



 11 

Tourism Association.  Oberon Council, I feel, has governed effectively and 

provided a strong voice for its community, despite not having reached the 

requirement for scale and capacity since 1906.  110 years of Local 

Government that has seen us develop in areas that we've wanted to have, 

and we have a wonderful type of living.  Oberon Council is an inherent part of 5 

Oberon and therefore, a rural Australia.  Oberon Council area draws many 

from city areas who've made this their home.  They choose the Oberon 

Council area because of the strength of its Local Government, which provides 

people with easy access to local decision-makers.  Oberon Council provides 

locally-targeted services in response to local needs.  I represent Oberon 10 
Council on the Board of Arts out west.  I ask will Oberon now lose its voice on 

arts out west if we become amalgamated.  Arts and health are considered and 

are a very important aspect of the Oberon community and we've had very 

strong support from Oberon Council in this area over the past few years.  This 

has allowed all people to engage in the arts and it's been proven that this has 15 

really good mental health effects on people if they can become involved. 

 We've had people aged from two to 92 who've become involved in our public 

art projects and they're now at the Oberon Common, and that's something 

that Oberon, through Oberon Council's support, has been able to achieve.  I 

wonder, if we are amalgamated, whether the same focus would be given by 20 

Bathurst Regional Council.  Do not remove our community voice.  Bathurst is 

a city-focused Council with only eight percent of rural ratepayers; Oberon has 

32 percent.  We'll have further opportunities to contribute to policies and 

decision-making that will affect Oberon.  So, I see democracy as being 

challenged by the proposed merger.  Our voices must be heard.  Please listen 25 

to our needs, our voices.  Local government is grassroots democracy.  Please 

don't destroy our Oberon. 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  Could I have speaker 9 to the podium? Speaker 9, 

thank you.  For those people standing up down the back, there's plenty of 

chairs down the front here, and also, could we make sure that we've got the 30 

next three people.  So, what are we up to? We've got 10, 11, 12, 13.  Should 

think about moving over there, please.  Thank you very much. 

Speaker 9:  **** from the United Services Union.  I represent 13 Local Government areas 

in the Central West and I'm here to speak on behalf of the United Services 

Union today.  The New South Wales Local Government Clerical and 35 

Administrative, Energy, Airlines and Utilities Union, the USU, is the largest 

Local Government employee organisation in New South Wales with over 

25,000 members working in the industry.  The USU is opposed to forced 

amalgamations.  We believe that the Local Government is the level of 

government most capable of reflecting the unique differences and character of 40 

communities across the state, and that any decision to merge Councils should 

be driven by and with the consent of the local community.  To this end, the 

USU asks that where the minister's merger proposal is at odds with the views 

of the elected Council representing the area affected, that the delegate 

conducts a formal poll of electors.  While we note the delegates are not 45 

required to conduct a poll, we strongly urge you to exercise your discretion 

under 218(f)(iii)(b) of the Local Government Act 1993, and take this important 

step in order to understand the views of the communities affected by these 
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proposals.  However, where amalgamations do occur, the maintenance and 

growth of employment in Local Government should be afforded the highest 

priority.  Employment in Local Government provides stable, well-paying jobs 

for local residents who also provide vital services to the community.  It is also 

imperative that any merger complies with the employment protections 5 

contained in the Local Government Act 1993, including sections 218(c)(a) and 

subsection 354(b)(i). 

 The USU is also opposed to larger merged Councils becoming a venue for 

the wholesale outsourcing of Council and community services.  Ensuring that, 

Council services continue to be provided and managed by local communities 10 

and is the only way to ensure stable, well-paying jobs and the provision of 

high quality service to the ratepayers.  In the event of amalgamation, the new 

Council should commence discussions with the USU and the other industry 

unions, including the development and environment professionals association 

of the Local Government and the Local Government engineers association.  15 

This is best facilitated by establishing the working party between the 

management of the new Council and delegates of the above mentioned 

industry unions.  This working party would commence the process of 

identifying above-award conditions and assist in the negotiation of a new 

salary system, employment policies and other relevant workplace documents 20 

to be implemented at the new Council.  The USU is of the view that if 

amalgamations do occur, they should be done by way of whole mergers of 

two or more areas, as opposed to dividing up and splitting of Council areas.  

The splitting of Council areas negatively impacts on staff morale and greatly 

complicates the issues of staff in the new Council.  This is especially true in 25 

regional areas where the splitting of Councils could see employees required 

to travel hundreds of kilometres for employment in the new Council, 

potentially creating a situation where section 354 of the Local Government Act 

is breached.  The USU also has concerns regarding the protection of small 

rural communities affected by the merger proposals.  We ask that during the 30 

examination and the reporting on merger proposals affecting small rural 

communities that maintaining employment numbers in those communities in 

line with the intent of sections Local Government Act 1993 218(c)(a) is given 

significant consideration. 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  That's three minutes.  Thank you.  Could I have 35 

speaker 10 now, please? 

Speaker 10:  My name's ****.  I'm a school teacher and live here in Oberon.  I wish to state 

from the outset that I'm opposed to any amalgamation with Bathurst and 

believe that Oberon should stand alone.  My great concern is a loss of 

representation if small Oberon is swallowed up by Bathurst.  At present, 40 

Oberon is very well served by its local alderman and women.  The community 

knows them on a first name basis, they live locally, are easily approachable 

and are aware of issues of community concern.  Bathurst is 50 kilometres 

away, too far for them to care about Oberon and too far to incorporate a town 

the size of Oberon into their city.  The great thing about Oberon Council is that 45 

it has always been faction-free and Councillors treat each issue on its merits 

and not on party political lines.  Other Councils are riven with factions, which 

interferes with the smooth and efficient running of the Council, and I'd hate 
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that to happen to Oberon.  Loss of representation is the greatest threat posed 

by amalgamation.  All the other downsides flow from it.  Because of its size 

compared with Bathurst, Oberon will not have the numbers to elect even one 

Councillor to the amalgamated entity.  We will have no-one to please our 

cause.  We will lose our voice, then our identity and then, all the things that 5 

we have taken from granted and our once proud town will wither and die.  The 

people who will be making the decisions will have Bathurst's interests at 

heart.  What will happen to our library, our swimming pool, our tennis courts 

and our playing fields? Jobs will be lost, retail opportunities will diminish and 

rates will rise.  The people must have a voice.  Oberon must stand alone. 10 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  Could I have speaker 11 to the podium please? And 

12, if you're in the audience, could you please make your way over to the side 

there? Thank you.  That's number 12. 

Speaker 11:  My name is ****.  I'm president of the Black Springs Progress Association.  

We strongly wish that we stand alone with the Council.  They're all people that 15 

we know; our very existence in our rural area – our area stretches a sum of 

120 kilometres from Bathurst – relies on the local knowledge of our 

Councillors and those people working within the Council.  Our roads are kept 

to a superb condition where I'm 45 Ks south of Oberon where we have 

extreme weather conditions of snow, rains, dangerous things all the time, and 20 

we know that our roads are up to par; that we can handle those roads at any 

time.  Our children are on a school bus to come in and to come home every 

evening and we know that they're kept safe.  I know that at any stage, if I 

have any query or question for the Council, I can only just come into down, 

walk down the street and I'll bump into one of my Councillors.  I don't even 25 

have to go into the building to find one.  Where I express that I have a 

concern, I know that concern is dealt with immediately, whether it be a pothole 

in the road in a dangerous position or where the local school bus comes in 

where the children of an afternoon is flooding in the area.  Before I know it, 

they've got the graders out, they're putting gravel down to keep us all safe.  30 

Our very existence depends on the Oberon Council and their knowledge, their 

expertise in what they do, their accountability for anything they do and their 

strict, strict rules of how they conduct themselves and what we can expect.  

As a person myself, I came here myself 10 years ago for those very reasons, 

and it's a strong community of rural people in small towns and our village of 35 

Black Springs will just disappear into nowhere.  Most of people in Bathurst 

would even know where Black Springs, Porters Retreat, Jerrong or anywhere 

is.  We'll just off the edge of the map or on the fold on the other side.  We will 

no longer exist.  Thank you. 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  Could I have speaker 13 to the podium, please? 40 

Speaker 13.  Is speaker 12 in the room? Okay.  Could you come up, please, 

quickly? Sorry.  I'm just trying to keep things moving as quickly as possible.  

So, have we got 13, 14, 15 over on the side there for me? Okay.  Thank you.  

Thanks very much. 

Speaker 12:  G'day, Ms Brooks.  I'm ****.  My family's been in this area – they came to this 45 

area 17 years after they crossed the Blue Mountains in 1813.  So, we have a 

long association in the area, well before there was an Oberon Council, and 
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they came here because not only is the area great, but the people are great, 

the location's great and everything about it's great.  Here we find ourselves 

with the scale and capacity that's found us here all today.  Local Council is 

great for the reason that I have the ability to vote them in or out.  That ability 

will be lost once we're amalgamated with Bathurst or anyone else for that 5 

matter.  Me, and everyone else in this room, will lose the ability to 

communicate directly with our elected Councillors or Alderman.  We will have 

to trundle into Bathurst.  At the best, ring them up and annoy the shit out of 

them to come and clean out a drain on my road of fix a gate or sort out the 

ramp.  That ability is lost.  I can abscond somebody in the main street.  I can 10 
see somebody, speak directly to a local employee of the Council, and they 

jump to it straight away, generally.  The Oberon Council is good in the fact 

that they do lots of things for community groups that Bathurst doesn't do.  The 

Oberon Council not only supply jobs to 80-odd people, they also provide 

employment to businesses in town.  The Oberon Council spends lot of money 15 

in town.  You might duck down the street and buy a new rake or a shovel or 

something, and so, there's a flow-on effect, not only from the employment, but 

the Council spends money in town; that will be lost; Bathurst won't spend a 

brass razoo here, in my opinion. 

 Oberon Council has done wonderful things for the community.  There's parks 20 

and commons and all sorts of great infrastructure not only being built but 

being planned to be built.  So, I believe that any merger with Bathurst will only 

result in higher rates and less services.  For example, there's over 900 

kilometres of roads.  You can only think about the residents of Hill End; they 

live in Bathurst.  They rode the bridal tracks being closed for years because 25 

they can't afford to move a rock, despite the fact that some motorcycle riders 

shifted it a metre so they can get around it.  I believe that the merger will 

result in the centralisation of services.  We'll lose our pool, our library, all our 

government services, the courthouse, possibly the police, and this will result 

in a loss of jobs to the detriment of the community.  Thank you for taking the 30 

time to be here. 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  Could we have speaker 13 to the podium, please? 

Thank you very much and thank you so much for moving so quickly through 

this.  Thank you.  I know a few people have come who haven't been 

registered.  Unfortunately, we just have to get through all the registered ones 35 

first.  If there's any space left at the end, then we'll certainly allow that, but we 

have to get through all the registered ones first, and as I said, there are 84 of 

you.  So, thank you very much. 

Speaker 13:  Good afternoon, Ms Brooks.  My name is **** and I'm actually speaking for 

myself and I hope Oberon.  Oberon was founded as a farming community.  40 

The person given most credit was Charles Whalan, a convict given a land 

grant by Governor Macquarie.  Our community is a proud one, proud of its 

history and proud also of how it has progressed since the 1800s.  I remember 

a very different Oberon from my childhood.  Its progression has been 

massive.  I remember our frog pond, which served for a swimming pool, a 45 

single strip of bitumen down the main street.  Oberon has grown and 

developed with our own Local Government.  Today, I acknowledge and pay 

respect to our early settlers, past and present Councillors for the provision of 
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the many services we have today.  I wish to state that I do not believe Oberon 

should amalgamate with Bathurst; we're completely different communities.  

Bathurst, a growing city; Oberon, a thriving country town.  We are a rural 

Local Government; Bathurst is a regional Local Government, located 50 

kilometres.  The Oberon community has an overflow of volunteers, always 5 

ready to help when needed.  It would be sad to see these volunteers 

disappear.  Oberon will lose its identity, something we hold very dear, and are 

prepared to fight to maintain.  The many savings alluded to have been shown 

by **** to be incorrect.  He states the KPMG report is awash with errors.  The 

distance from Hill End in the northern Bathurst regional Council to the 10 
southern end of Oberon Council is much too far for one Council to look after.  

We'd be looking at over 200 kilometres. 

 Due to the population number stated before, we will not get a representative 

on an amalgamated Council.  We would be expected to vote for Councillors 

we do not know.  Is this democratic? Employment is a very real issue.  15 

Oberon Council is the largest employer of females in Oberon.  These jobs 

would be lost from Oberon, the staff would have to travel to Bathurst for work; 

this would mean these same people would shop in Bathurst, meaning a loss 

of income to our local businesses.  Local schools may suffer.  Oberon boasts 

the largest timber industry in the southern hemisphere, providing jobs for 20 

locals, Bathurst, Lithgow and Carcoar.  The timber industry is an ongoing one, 

as each year, more pines are planted, making sure Oberon has an excellent 

economic future.  Along with the timber industry, there are two major quarries 

and a new industry is about to begin.  Our local businesses provide 

employment.  I ask then what is most important for Oberon: to have proper 25 

representation of Local Government, Local Government to provide jobs for 

small communities, Oberon to stand alone and decide on how Oberon 

progresses into the future? Let Oberon stand alone.  No forced amalgamation 

for Oberon.  We demand our democratic right to have a say in what happens 

in our community. 30 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  Now, while speaker 14 is coming to the podium, could 

you please make sure if you're registered as a speaker before today, that you 

actually go to the front, out where the tent is and register, 'cause we do have 

an instance where someone didn't register and so, now we're putting them 

back in.  So, if you could please make sure to do so and get a number.  We 35 

need you to get a number or we don't know you're here.  Thank you very 

much, 14. 

Speaker 14:  Good afternoon, Ms Brooks.  My name's ****.  Oberon is a small town of 

approximately 5,000 people situated 50 kilometres from a proposed 

amalgamation with Bathurst Regional Council, population 44,000.  When it 40 

comes to representations of a merged Council, the dominant votes in election 

will come from the City of Bathurst.  Looking at the chances of Oberon getting 

fair representation will be best at one Councillor, that is if everyone in Oberon 

voted for one candidate.  Even this best case scenario leaves us with virtually 

no say when all other elected Councillors will reside in Bathurst and will 45 

naturally look after their own interests first.  An example of this: years back, I 

was group captain of the Oberon Rural Bushfire Brigade, which is a 

standalone brigade.  We were very strong and progressive and built and 
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equipped one of the best control centres in the state under the control of the 

Chifley Bushfire Zone.  Bathurst, Oberon, Lithgow.  Alliances between the 

three was decided to be the best location for the control centre, the 

headquarters of the group.  Most staff reside in Bathurst, so a small centre 

was established in Kelso.  As time went on, the situation suited the staff to 5 

direct operations from Kelso due to the time taken to travel to Oberon.  This 

allowed the state of the art facility to become a one man operation and store 

room.  Bathurst is now building a new fire control centre, leaving Oberon 

members alone with what they say. 

 Oberon members have virtually no input, and now, there is a decline in 10 

numbers and volunteers.  Members of any organisation need to have input.  

The State Government claims that amalgamation of Councils will give us $31 

million over 20 years with no explanation for this costing.  I've done a costing 

of what it will cost the general ratepayer in Oberon if there's an amalgamation.  

If he travels to Bathurst, which is 100 kilometres at 80 cents would cost us 80 15 

dollars.  It would take two hours to do that trip, which costs $50 an hour and 

works out about $180 per person to do a trip to Bathurst.  This will equate to – 

if 1,000 people went to Bathurst, it would cost $180,000 per annum.  Over a 

period of the 22 years forecast forward, this would cost over $3 million.  So, 

the ratepayers of Oberon will bear the cost of the savings of the Bathurst 20 

Council. 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  Thank you.  Can I have speaker 15 to the podium? 16, 

17, 18, 19, make sure you're sitting in the seats over there.  Thank you very 

much. 

Speaker 15:  ****, 5th generation local land owner.  The proposal provides zero financial 25 

advantage to Oberon Shire ratepayers.  A line by line comparative study 

shows facilities paid for and offered free to the shire's ratepayers for 109 

years will be made years of pay as Bathurst region charges fees for the same 

ratepayer usage.  Our hard paid for resources will be stolen by the Baird 

Government and lumped in with Bathurst.  The area covered by Oberon Shire 30 

is as large as that of Bathurst region and Bathurst, at no cost, will sweep 

another 50 percent in size, steal the treasure and assets accrued by our 

forebears for over 109 years.  Oberon is rural; Bathurst is urban regional.  

They are two separate socio-economically, geographically non-cohesive 

areas.  There is no cohesion of values, historic or traditional; they have never 35 

been able to mix.  Quite clearly, as evidenced by everybody here, we don't 

want fixed what's never been broken.  Words have meaning; local is not a 

synonym for regional.  Local government is exactly that.  This proposal will, in 

every objective measure, destroy a perfectly functioning 109 year old shire 

which has provided its ratepayers with everything they've required.  40 

Ratepayers have eight locally living voices elected to their local shire to 

represent them.  The proposal gives us servitude with a removed bunch of 

bean counting non-local politicians who won't know or care about our distinct 

rural traditions and needs.  Superior services and facilities currently are 

equitably provided by ratepayers by Oberon shire largely free of charge due to 45 

our sustainably strong economic position will be swept up, removed and given 

to some bureaucratic regional hub 45 minutes’ drive away in Bathurst, which 

will have no desire to maintain the current level of services and won't care that 
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we have already paid for these services, because certainly Bathurst can never 

provide us with anything like rural current level of service. 

 Our collective treasure will be stolen, we'll be forced to accept adequate 

rather than our superior current level of service and facilities, the proposal 

suggest the crystal ball of the shire's population will decline by 450 by the 5 

year 2031.  You don't have to wait that long; the forced merger will see an 

immediate population decline.  Cause and effect of the removal of the staff 

employed by the Council.  Think of how this will affect families, local 

community, businesses, population will decline and the KPMG will be self-

fulfilling prophecy.  The shire's rural communities currently have local 10 

knowledge supporting their array of needs.  This cannot exist with a non-local 

regional bureaucracy located 45 minutes away in Bathurst.  The shire has 

eight locally elected voices.  Nothing in the proposal indicates anything but an 

absolute distraction of representation.  How in any universe can this be 

considered desirable, fair, equitable or democratic? For 109 years, the 15 

Council has successfully and sustainably embraced the opinions of its diverse 

populations through effect local representatives and proposals sweeps that 

away and replaces it with non-local, overbearing regional representation 45 

minutes’ drive away. 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  Thank you.  Could I have speaker 5 up to the podium, 20 

please? Thank you.  Those people up the back of the room, plenty of seats 

down the front.  I know I've said it before.  Thank you very much. 

Speaker 5:  Thank you very much.  My name's ****.  My descendants first settled here in 

the area in the 1850s.  I'm fortunate to be able to have a farming background 

as well as a hospitality background in running a motel and having a lot to do 25 

with people that visit the area, and I also do lots of trips with buses travelling 

through the area, and I've been part of the community over the last number of 

years and had a fair bit to do with it.  I've been in rotary for 28 years.  I was 

the president of the golf club for 19.  I'm also president of the climatisation 

society.  I've been involved in tourism as well as our local fire brigade.  I've 30 

been involved with sports, fishing, golf along with cricket and very much 

involved with tourism within the town.  We get lots of groups coming from 

Sydney and Newcastle, Wollongong and Canberra and so forth to come stay 

at the Big Trout Motor Inn in Oberon, and I go out as a guide and take the 

people throughout the community, and over that period that we do lots of trips 35 

throughout the area, we've got lots of different people from other different 

shires and communities and they always comment on how good the Oberon 

roads and so forth are in our shire when we travel through other shires, and 

it's far superior.  It's great to have that feedback when we've been out 

travelling through the other shires.  We go to Hill End and Lithgow and 40 

Carcoar, Blayney, Millthorpe, and when the people see what we've got to 

offer, they're very impressed, and of course, we've got our wonderful Jenolan 

Caves to Mayfield Gardens, Kanangra Walls and fishing at the lake.  It's very 

important to our tourism and we've always had tremendous support from our 

local Council for all these things. 45 

 We just take note that in 1905, there was approximately 2,000 people lived in 

Barraga, and it was about 400 in Oberon.  Today, the change has been the 
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other way around.  There's probably 60 people in Barraga and we've got 

5,000 or thereabout – well, there's 3,000 that live in the town, and this has 

come about by a great Council and the people that have been elected that 

have thought ahead and look forward to having something here that we can 

be very proud of, and of course, being involved with the community like I 5 

have, I'm very proud of our Councillors and our Council over those number of 

years, and it's a great thing that the community has backed it up with the 

support that we've had.  So, with that, I'd like to look forward to the Council 

continuing and not being into any forced merger.  Thank you. 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  16, please.  16, and just keep an eye out to make sure 10 

if you're up towards the 20 mark that you're sitting over there.  Thank you very 

much. 

Speaker 16:  Okay.  My name is ****.  Don't try and repeat that; you'll hurt yourself.  As 

many people know, I've worked in the media and I have to ask the one 

question that everyone is asking, and that is why.  What is the real reason 15 

why this is happening? On all practical levels, it makes no sense.  We've been 

judged unfit on one single criteria, which was determined by someone in 

some office somewhere deciding to arbitrarily dictate a number which is 

rubbish.  We had a public meeting at the Oberon RSL some months ago 

which was the largest public meeting that this town has seen.  Over ten 20 

percent of the population of this shire attended that and there was a question 

asked: how many people in that room had moved into the Oberon area in the 

last two years, five years, ten years, 15 years.  The numbers of hands raised.  

Now, we can't predict the future; no-one can.  Certainly not some idiot in 

some office who has decided to give the Government the answer they want.  25 

And the fact of the matter is everyone in this room can come up with a 

different figure.  None of them will match, but they're not the figure that the 

Government wanted to give us a fail mark.  A fail mark on one little thing.  

Everything else we were right with. 

 Now, it strikes me that there's only one thing here: a political agenda.  An 30 

agenda to remove an independent Council so that in its place, we can have a 

Council that is Liberal and Labor-governed, and local representation is 

eliminated and we are the pawns in this.  We are being held hostage to 

politics and that's rubbish, and I'm sure everyone here realises that this is a 

dog and pony show that shouldn't have gone this far.  If the Government 35 

wants to save face, all they have to do is say, "Okay, we've heard you.  

You've spoken.  We concede," and they'll save face on that.  But if they're 

determined to take this right to the edge, then it'll be to their dismay.  I dare 

say the local member and minister for Local Government will not get a single, 

solitary vote out of this area ever again.  Thank you. 40 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  Thank you.  Could I just ask for speaker 18 to come to 

the podium, and could I also acknowledge **** who has offered to give up his 

spot, because if you remember right at the beginning, I said we've got 84 

people to get through.  We're trying to get through really quickly.  He wants it 

to be known that he's very supportive of what the other speakers have said 45 

but feels that he doesn't need to add additional, and so, if anyone else would 

like to make that same gesture, that would be great.  Thank you very much. 
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Speaker 18:  Thank you, ****, for giving up your place.  ****, thank you for allowing me to 

pass my concerns as an Oberon citizen for over 50 years.  I overwhelmingly 

and vehemently am against forced amalgamation for the Oberon Shire, for 

Bathurst or any other Council for that matter.  Fact: a very large percentage of 

Oberon votes have attended meetings and shared an overwhelming 5 

community discontent for the proposal of amalgamation with Bathurst.  Fact: 

Oberon supposedly failed on the time as discussed that we could not double 

the current population of Oberon.  That's double our current population.  

Could Bathurst double our population in five years? I think not.  Fact: jobs will 

eventually be lost due to the amalgamation, as once jobs become vacant, it 10 
will be more than likely not be refilled.  Oberon Council workers will be located 

to Bathurst, their entire family may resign or move to Bathurst, all of who may 

possibly be taking spouses and families away from the Oberon Shire to find 

jobs.  Fact: job losses will have a flow-on effect on the whole community, from 

schools, pre-schools, factories, Jenolan Caves, national parks, wildlife 15 

services, tourism, retail stores, hospital, timber industry workers, cleaners, 

childcare facilities, just to name a few.  Oberon works department will likely 

lose or need to share with Bathurst their heavy machinery and operators, 

causing delays in job efficiency in our region.  Heavy machinery duplications 

deemed unnecessary will be withdrawn, moved or sold from Oberon 20 

ownership. 

 Fact: Oberon's outlying and far reaching boundaries regions may be placed 

on lower priority in larger scale works of an amalgamated Council.  Where 

priorities have left ratepayers far worse off in their current situation due to the 

size and scale of the proposed LGA area.  Conclusion: what sort of 25 

amalgamation offer is able to sustain our beautiful, vibrant community? 

Currently with one of the lowest unemployment rates in New South Wales.  Mr 

Paul Toole, the New South Wales Government openly and viciously 

discriminated against our overwhelming wishes to stay and stand alone.  

Thank you. 30 

Facilitator:  Thank you.  Thank you.  Could I have 19 to the podium? Over to you.  Thank 

you very much. 

Speaker 19:  Ms Brooks, thank you for the opportunity to speak this afternoon.  My name is 

****, I'm 59 years of age and I've lived and worked in the area all of my life 

and chose to raise my family here.  I, along with many other people in this 35 

rural shire of ours, strongly oppose any forced amalgamation with Bathurst or 

any other Local Government area.  I believe our town of Oberon will lose its 

identity once swallowed up by a much larger regional Council.  Oberon is a 

rural Council, not a regional Council, and that is how it should stay.  I'm a 

lifetime member of Jenolan Caves rural fire service of 36 years.  I'm an active 40 

member on the state emergency services Oberon unit of seven years and 

vice president to the voluntary Oberon Heritage Railway of ten years.  All of 

these voluntary organisations, this Council, Oberon Council, has supported 

vigorously over the years.  I fear this essential support will be lost.  Bathurst 

does not want Oberon; Bathurst wants what Oberon has.  We are unique.  We 45 

have Mayfield Gardens, we have Jenolan Caves, and to top it off, we have the 

magnificent Kanangra-Boyd National Park and a huge timber industry that 

employs a lot of people.  Those are the things that Bathurst wants.  Bathurst 
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does not want our town; they want what we have.  There is no other Local 

Government area in New South Wales that comes close to having what we 

have here.  Our rural shire is unique and we want it to stay that way. 

 Council currently receives rates from less than half of the land within its 

Council boundaries because of national parks and large tracks of forestry 5 

land.  We have hundreds of kilometres of roads within our Council area.  Why 

would Bathurst want that? They don't.  They want the prestige of Mayfield, 

Jenolan and Kanangra-Boyd, and there will be job losses as happened in 

other forced Council takeovers.  People have to travel longer distances for 

work, affecting their family life.  They say we failed on scale and capacity; with 10 

a forced takeover, more jobs will be lost.  This will have a flow-on effect with 

the people leaving our town.  We are rural and healthy, we have a Council 

that understands and addresses our needs; I fear this will be gone with the 

stroke of a pen.  Oberon does not need this forced non-democratic takeover; 

Oberon needs a new local member.  Ours has failed us beyond belief.  Thank 15 

you. 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  Could I have speaker 20 to the podium, please? 

Thank you. 

Speaker 20:  Hello.  Good afternoon, Ms Brooks.  Thank you for letting us put our 

submission up today.  My name is ****.  I represent all the ex-service 20 

personnel of the Oberon area.  What does amalgamation to Bathurst mean to 

Oberon sub-branch? The Oberon RSL sub-branch is a non-profit organisation 

that operates a military museum, operates and maintains a war memorial in 

Oberon, maintains and organises remembrance services and traditions, 

provides care and welfare assistance to returned and ex-service personnel 25 

and war widows, maintains and operates a retirement village for its own 

members and war widows.  Our income is mostly dependent upon people's 

donation and the mere amount from the retirement village.  We enjoy a lot of 

support from the Oberon Council both financially and in kind.  Oberon sub-

branch built its first standing war memorial in Oberon, its own land, in the year 30 

2000 at its own expense.  This portion of our block is open to the public.  Sub-

branch maintains its memorial and park area at its own expense, thus the 

Oberon Council reduced our rates appropriately and do not charge us for 

water to maintain the memorial grounds.  This is an argument we would have 

to negotiate with Bathurst Council. 35 

 On ANZAC Day, the Mayor of Oberon is primary VIP for all our functions 

during the day.  On Remembrance Day, the Oberon Mayor is again primary 

VIP on our functions.  It is important to the people of Oberon and community 

to see the Mayor participating in these public events and to have the access 

to the Mayor.  Where will the Mayor of Bathurst be during these events? Not 40 

in Oberon up here.  Oberon sub-branch has organised Council for closures; 

will Bathurst do that for us? Another facility that will be losing our Council will 

be the sister city relationship with the Turkey town of Bergama.  Bergama is 

the Gallipoli Peninsula and responsible for its war memorials and cemeteries.  

We see that Oberon will not have this success as a sister city if Bathurst end 45 

up taking over on our Council.  Thank you. 
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Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  Thank you.  Could I have speaker 22 to the podium, 

and could I also acknowledge **** and **** who have given up their spot 

because they agree with what's been said but they feel it's already been said, 

so they want to make sure that we get through as many people as possible? 

So, thank you very much.  Thank you. 5 

Speaker 22:  My name is ****.  The forced amalgamation is proposed by the State 

Government and will see our local, social and economic infrastructure, along 

with our heritage, community values and individual identity destroyed.  Of 

equal importance, we'll also lose our democratic right to proper representation 

and a loss of our ability to have the input into the future development and 10 

growth of our area.  We'll lose our values, and more importantly, we'll lose our 

identity.  It is understood that this is confirmed by the Mayor of Bathurst in his 

meeting with our local community representatives where he suggested that as 

we were unlikely to have a Council elected to a new identity, that we should 

form a local committee to advise the Bathurst Council.  What a joke.  The 15 

committee no doubt will be handpicked by the Bathurst City Council and be 

identified by the title of the TNN committee, which means take no notice.  This 

proposed forced amalgamation of Oberon has been justified, as we've heard 

from other speakers, on the basis of the size of our population.  Whilst this 

may or may not be correct in some other Councils, it is definitely not the 20 

situation in the Oberon LGA, which is a viable commercial area, a 

combination of forestry, wood processing, rural tourism industries, supporting 

the local economic viability.  In fact, the township of Oberon has a community 

infrastructure that would be the envy of many larger regions, i.e., hospitals 

and aged care facilities, town and village community centres, library, schools 25 

catering up to year 12, swimming pool, multi-indoor purpose sporting centre, 

public golf course and a wide variety of sports and playing fields. 

 It also states in the wood processing centre located in the town and the 

sewerage and water system that is the envy of other Councils in the region 

and can cater for doubling our population.  It has two state quarries and a 30 

civilian national tourism of Jenolan Caves and Kanangra Walls and Mayfield 

Gardens.  This is all tied together by the local Council, its employees, and an 

understanding of local issues, minimising land use and other conflicts.  

Conversely, to undertake the consideration necessary decisions appropriately 

and quickly would be unlikely to occur under the Bathurst City Council, 35 

comprised of people with no understanding whatsoever.  I don't wish to 

disrespect these people, but many would not even know anything about 

Oberon, its industries, facilities and the inspirational people.  This is obvious 

by the barter-like offers made by Bathurst representatives as our community 

promised facilities that we already have, were in the process of getting or 40 

didn't want. 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  That's three minutes.  Thank you.  Could I have 23 to 

the podium, please? 23.  Not here? Okay.  24.  24? Great.  Thank you.  So, 

whilst I'm just saying that, we're nearly halfway through.  At the 2.30 mark, 

we'll be halfway through, and I have to tell you that we're only a third of the 45 

way through the speakers, so just keep that in mind if you do feel that your 

views have already been expressed by somebody else.  Thank you. 
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Speaker 24:  Yes, good afternoon, Ms Brooks.  Welcome to Oberon.  Simply spectacular; 

fiercely independent.  From the outset, I'm opposed to any form of 

amalgamation between the two Councils.  Oberon Council has been 

governing Oberon Shire since at least 1907.  The Council has always been 

governed by independent Councillors drawn from the community and 5 

amongst its past Councillors, members from the very earliest settler families.  

The Council has always been community driven and governed in accordance 

with the wants and needs of its community.  The Council has always been run 

debt-free and has never needed to raise levies to pay for its existence, but 

only recently has it raised funds by special levy to attack its roads backlog 10 
infrastructure.  But it's worth noting that this is the first time in Council's history 

that it's asked its community for a levy.  That levy was only raised after 

extensive consultation with the community who agreed with it.  That's the way 

our community and government Council work together.  IPART assessed that 

special levy as being fair.  To be amalgamated with Bathurst Regional Council 15 

would mean that we'd lose our identity.  That identity has been fostered since 

the town's inception in 1863, and before that, in its former name of Bullet Flat.  

Our community would become peripheral to the city-centric city of Bathurst, a 

Council known for spending large amounts of money on man-made motor 

orientated attractions.  As a rural community, we don't need to be part of that 20 

expenditure. 

 The shire of Oberon is isolated from Bathurst both geographically and climate-

wise.  Oberon is sited a plateau approximately 300 metres higher than 

Bathurst and is subject to totally different climate to Bathurst, including severe 

winters, regular snowfalls and that cuts Oberon from Bathurst on a regular 25 

basis.  It's difficult to see how a proposed new shire of 7,443 square 

kilometres that a new amalgamated Bathurst Regional Council could 

accommodate assistance in an emergency to Oberon in the event of weather 

event that could cut our community off from Bathurst.  I'll cut down to the 

bottom, because I'll run out of time.  In closing, I again reiterate that I'm totally 30 

opposed to amalgamation with Bathurst Regional Council.  Thank you. 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  Could I have speaker 25 to the podium, and could I 

have 26, 27, 28 and 29 down the side here, please? So - 

Speaker 27:  27.  Could I forego my time?  

Facilitator:  Of course.  Thank you.  Thank you, ****.  Okay.  Let's start again, please.  24. 35 

Speaker 25: I'm ****.  Born and raised and educated in Oberon.  I spent 21 years on the 

local Council starting in 1974 and five years as Mayor.  Council was proactive 

in providing infrastructure and land subdivision to facilitate growth.  Oberon 

has doubled in size from when I first entered Council.  Oberon will continue to 

grow if Council continues to provide infrastructure and suitable land for 40 

growth.  Oberon continues to be attractive to the eastern metropolitan areas 

to retirees and so on who move here.  They have and will continue to make a 

valuable contribution to the growth of Oberon.  Why this is important for 

Oberon to remain in control of its destiny? A healthy, vibrant community 

needs people at all levels of society to function effectively.  We need young, 45 

old, blue collar, white collar, executive for a truly strong community.  If Oberon 



 23 

were to lose its Council, we lose another layer of management.  Community 

organisations, sporting, charity and service organisations suffer at the loss of 

the executive level from our community.  We would lose democratic 

representation.  An elected member from Oberon would find it difficult to be 

heard in a larger Council.  It is important for the executive staff to live in the 5 

community they serve.  This would be lost if amalgamated.  I believe what has 

been forgotten in the amalgamation debate is the social cost.  The social cost 

is to the community and the organisations that make this a vibrant and 

effective community, that includes our charity organisations, our service 

organisations, our sporting organisations.  Many may argue for Oberon to stay 10 
as it is.  Oberon must continue to grow and prosper or slowly die.  

Amalgamation will diminish the opportunity for us to be in control of our 

destiny.  If amalgamated, how would we be effectively represented? Thank 

you. 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  Could I have 26 to the podium, please? And also, 15 

could I just remind you to say your name to Renata Brooks, please? Thank 

you. 

Speaker 26:  Renata, my name is ****.  I'd like to make three points if I could, please.  One 

of the reasons for 90 percent of the Oberon community being opposed to 

amalgamation is that no-one came to Oberon and presented a case in favour 20 

of the proposed merger.  Selling the proposal should be the task of the New 

South Wales Government.  If they think amalgamation is in our best interest, 

then they should be prepared to come here to Oberon, present their detailed 

reasons why we would be better off, they should tell us how an amalgamation 

would happen, what are the costs, how the representation will be maintained 25 

and what will happen to existing Council services.  Without this sort of 

information, amalgamation is, to most of us, a big unknown.  No-one from the 

Baird Government or the Department of Local Governments has come here 

and discussed this proposal.  So, is there any wonder why the Oberon 

community and Council wants standalone? If I were the New South Wales 30 

Government, I'd be getting the minister responsible to do his homework on 

each proposal, and if he finds there is clearly a benefit, then to come and tell 

us all about it, to sell the proposal to the Oberon community and let us be part 

of any decision to amalgamate.   

 My second point is I have a real concern that a forced amalgamation will not 35 

be an easy, happy or successful marriage.  Amalgamation is difficult enough 

when you have willing partners.  When forming a new Council, it'll be hard for 

us to be co-operative.  It'll be hard for us to be happy or satisfied with 

outcomes.  In such an environment, how could a new Council work 

effectively? Would such an outcome be a good one? I don't think so.  Further, 40 

if we are forced to amalgamate, what sort of relationship will the people of 

Oberon have with our local member of parliament? Will Paul Toole ever be 

able to feel comfortable when visiting Oberon again? Will the people of 

Oberon ever trust him with their issues again? Both of the above possibilities 

are, in my view, untenable and neither would happen if our Council were left 45 

standalone.  My third point and last: Oberon's community organisations – and 

I belong to the tourist and business association – enjoy arrangements of 

Council that are based on a partnership where both the Council and the 
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community organisations can benefit by working closely together.  These 

sorts of arrangements can only work in small communities where there are 

close ties and strong community's involvement.  It's doubtful that such 

arrangements could work with a larger and more remote Council.  The loss of 

a close working relationship between our community organisations and local 5 

Council would be a real shame.  Thank you. 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  Could I have speaker 28 to the podium? And 30, 31 

and 33 should be sitting in the seats.  Thank you very much.  Sorry.  I said 

number 28, didn't I? Sorry.  That's not like me.  28, hurry.  Thank you. 

Speaker 28:  Thank you for the opportunity.  ****.  Lived here for 11 years.  Like a lot of 10 

people, came here willingly, came here because we wanted to be here.  

Without repeating what a lot of other people have said, can I just say that 

Bathurst interest in this is reflected, if I read the paper right today, that there's 

ten speakers to speak in Bathurst tonight.  Now, that reflects, to me, not a 

very great interest, and will they get nine times this people turn up to show an 15 

interest in this amalgamation? I think not.  A TV ad two nights ago, a political 

paid advertisement by the Government: two things stuck in my mind.  The first 

thing was the system's been going for over 100 years and it's broken.  Now, 

there was nothing to say why it was broken, how it got broken or when it got 

broken.  The other thing that it said was that if was absolutely necessary to 20 

maintain employment.  Seriously? They don't live in Oberon.  I'd like to 

suggest that we are collateral damage to the main game.  Collateral damage 

is like the poor buggers in Iraq and Iran who get killed and blown up.  They 

don't have an interest in what's going on, but the main game is in the cities.  

Now, I contend that the main game here is in Sydney.   25 

 The small areas and the small Councils in Sydney have the land that the 

developers in big business want to get into and they want to dilute the voting 

power of those Councils like the City of Sydney or Mosman or Hunters Hill, 

but those people are wealthy, well connected and they can keep the 

developers out.  If they can do what they're doing here, which as I say, I think 30 

is collateral damage, amalgamate them with the biggest place.  They won't 

have a say and the developers will be in, and after all, politicians are 

interested in two things: votes to get elected and then money to run their re-

election, and where does the money come from? It comes from the 

developers, big business and their hangers on.  Thank you very much. 35 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  Thank you.  Could I have speaker 30 to the podium, 

please? Speaker 30, and could 31, 33 and 36 please make sure they're sitting 

over there? Thank you very much. 

Speaker 30:  Good afternoon.  My name is ****.  I arrived in Oberon 50 years ago and 

scaled a very close knitted community who looked after each other.  I'm 40 

definitely against amalgamation.  Amalgamation would see Oberon lose its 

identity, quality of life and everything that the community had worked for all 

their lives.  I am presently the president of Oberon Can Assist.  Now, Can 

Assist is an organisation that supports country people with cancer in their 

communities.  Over the last 12 months, we have assisted 23 families 45 

financially.  Over the last four years, Oberon Tigers Rugby League Club, 
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together with the Oberon Sonnet Club have raised over 60,000 to our cause.  

All our other fundraisers have been supported by the community 100 percent.  

This is a community who cares.  We need to support our Council to survive as 

a community.  In April 2014, Paul Toole stated that no forced amalgamations.  

He made that promise.  "The electorate will remain my priority; I will not forget 5 

the people who voted me in and supported me." Correct.  He has completely 

turned his back on Oberon and at recent meeting in Oberon when 

approximately 600 people attended the meeting, at the RSL, 94 percent 

wanted to stand alone.  Toole has been invited to Oberon to discuss 

amalgamation, and guess what? He's never available; doesn't want to be.  He 10 
has never visited Oberon; he is a coward.  Also, he's a bloody liar and traitor.  

Everyone in the Oberon community.  His only interest is Bathurst and what he 

can get for them.  He was the Mayor of Bathurst prior to his election, so he 

still goes there.  Oberon means nothing to him and never will.  Thank you. 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  Could I have speaker 31 to the podium, please? And 15 

just a reminder about stating your name for the delegate, and thank you very 

much. 

Speaker 31:  Hello.  My name is ****.  My husband and I moved here 13 years ago because 

of clean water, because of the fresh air and because of the wonderful people 

that live here.  I'm going to miss quite a bit of what I've written and I concur 20 

with all that has been said.  I want to mention the wonderful job that our 

Councillors do by keeping us living within our means.  I've attended the 

Council meetings and I've came to understand how they work and I have 

seen the great respect they have towards one another.  If we're forced into 

this sort of amalgamation, I believe it would have much animosity and distrust.  25 

I believe the City of Bathurst don't want us and we don't want them.  Our 

Local Government representatives are made up by dedicated people who 

have only one concern and that's our Oberon Municipality.  To be forced into 

something that was not mandated by the people of New South Wales, in my 

mind, seems to be awash with dishonesty by Paul Toole and by the Baird 30 

Government.  Maybe in their eyes, they are doing what they think is the 

betterment of the state, but if it should be taken to the next election, politicians 

need to remember that when they cross their people, their power only lasts 

until the next election, and they need people like me, a swinging voter, to 

keep them there.  For our community, I believe there is one agenda, and that 35 

is the fluoridation of our waterway.  We have voted against this more than 

once.  Premier Baird made it clear in a comment made at the latter part of last 

year to be amalgamated will cost everyone in this community much, which 

has been said.  The library, I believe, will be closed or access will be limited.  I 

ask you, Renata, to sit at each of these meetings with an open mind. 40 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  Thank you.  We'll now have speaker 33 to the podium, 

please, and I should have 36, 37 and 38 in the seats over there, and thank 

you.  Please go ahead. 

Speaker 33:  Thank you.  **** is my name.  I am a relative newcomer to this area; been 

here about two-and-a-half years, and so, I've been through this before.  So, I 45 

just want to give you some indication of what happened to the Council that I 

came from – that's Barraba.  My wife and I came here two-and-a-half years 
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ago.  In 2004, the Barraba and Manilla and Nundle and Parry Shires were 

amalgamated with the Tamworth Regional Council, so a very circumstances 

to those that we're facing here in Oberon today.  So, let's have a bit of a look 

at what happened in Barraba.  Initially, there was a honeymoon period where 

a great deal of money was spent in the district, and I guess that would happen 5 

here too with the offer that have been made of the millions of dollars that will 

be flowing from the State Government to those Councils who amalgamate.  

The Tamworth Regional Council initially set up community consultative 

committees, and I think they were one of those TNN committees that have 

been mentioned before.  They were established in all of those taken over 10 
centres to give some sort of contact from the outstations to headquarters.  

While it was regarded as very poor replacement for our own Council, worse 

was yet to come.  After about two years, all of the committees were scrapped 

by the regional Council, and since then, there's been no local representation 

at all.   15 

 At the first election after the amalgamation, there was one Councillor from 

Barraba, and that's the Council that I'm familiar with.  Since its subsequent 

elections, after that Councillor didn't stand again, there have been none.  The 

shire office is now manned by two people instead of the usual staff that was 

there with a whole host of people driving up from Tamworth most days of the 20 

week to be there.  So, the increase in these costs is obvious.  The local 

workforce – the outdoor force, through natural attrition as numbers deplete at 

the depot: they've been replaced by contract workers or people driving up 

from Tamworth every day to mow the lawns at the parks and what have you.  

People in Barraba have much more difficulty dealing with the large Council 25 

with its bureaucracy and as somebody said before - 

Facilitator:  Thanks.  That's three minutes.  Thank you very much.  Thank you. 

Speaker 33: Thank you. 

Facilitator:  Could I have speaker 37 to the podium, please? 36.  Sorry.  36.  And could I – 

I heard a mobile phone before.  Could I just remind you to have a look at your 30 

phones and make sure they're on silent? Thank you very much. 

Speaker 36:  Ms Brooks, my name is ****.  The department projects potential savings of 

$1.5 million per year from 2020.  That is less than a small two percent of the 

operating budget.  To be offset against a certain cost and extended loss of 

efficiency from the amalgamation process.  Not a cent of the 1.5 million will be 35 

seen in rate reductions or additional services for Oberon, as it's borne out by 

the lack of financial success of previous LGA amalgamations.  The savings, if 

realised at all, will be absorbed by the bureaucracy, as with previous mergers.  

The department therefore does not have a viable dollar business case for the 

amalgamation.  All the maybes, the shoulds and the coulds of the raft of 40 

unquantified so-called benefits listed in the department's material, including 

the very odd old-fashioned and discredited notion that management efficiency 

has everything to do with larger size are pious hopes only at the very best.  

An amalgamation cannot be based on unquantifiables such as these.  Oberon 

covers a large geographical area and has a small population.  Its dispersed 45 

villages in their locations have long histories that have shaped the society as 
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you now see it, including its civic pride and people's close involvement in local 

political affairs.  History and geography have made Oberon the natural focus 

of this area and the town is currently a well-functioning centre, very materially 

enhanced in those role by being the seat of Council.  Bathurst cannot replace 

it in this function.  On the evidence, it would be unproductive for the New 5 

South Wales Government to destroy Oberon as the local focus which would 

be the consequence of the proposed amalgamation.  My message to the 

department is don't do it. 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  Thank you.  Could I have speaker 37 to the podium? 

Thank you. 10 

Speaker 37:  Good afternoon, Ms Brooks.  My name is ****.  With respect, may I say that 

this whole amalgamation issue has been confusing, inconsistent and alarming 

undemocratic.  The government has failed to explain to us why it is intent 

upon destroying the social fabric of many country towns by forcing them into 

unwanted mergers.  The final report of the independent Local Government 15 

review panel is full of contradictions.  It states on page 72 that amalgamations 

offer the surest way to achieve efficiency and economies of scales, service 

improvements and strategic capacity, and then, on page 73, in total 

contraction, the report states that the panel accepts that there is no simple 

relationship between Council size and efficiency, and hence no guarantee 20 

amalgamations will produce the benefits sought, especially cost savings.  The 

University of Technology in Sydney: its centre for Local Government produced 

empirical evidence which indicates Oberon has close to optimal scale and that 

an amalgamation with Bathurst will result in an over-scaled entity with 

associated decreasing returns to scale and reduced technical efficiency.  How 25 

can these findings be ignored? Oberon Council has jumped through the 

hoops, provided the information required and proved it is fit for the future.  

Why are we still having to fight to stand alone? 

 The only conclusion that can be drawn is that the Government has a political 

agenda in amalgamating shires across the state, and it will say and do 30 

anything to see this achieved.  In researching the experiences of other areas 

that have been amalgamated, ****, my husband, has already cited Barraba.  I 

have spoken to residents from shires which were amalgamated in 

Queensland, including Ilfracombe, Springs Shore and Noosa.  It was alarming 

how their stories concur; they all talked about losing representation, that their 35 

voice was no longer being heard.  Their experiences are indicative of what 

Oberon faces if amalgamation goes ahead.  **** said that they were assured 

there would be no negatives for Ilfracombe in the amalgamation with 

Longreach, and yet, "Rates doubled and we're getting half what we were 

getting before.  Amalgamation has done more than anything, including 40 

drought, to destroy our town." According to **** in Noosa, the rates there went 

up more than 25 percent in four years following amalgamation to form the 

Sunshine Coast Council.  It became increasingly apparent that things were 

slipping, he said.  "The rates were going up, services declined and responses 

to ratepayers issued slowed." 45 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  Thank you. 
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Speaker 37:  Pride in the town seemed to diminish. 

Facilitator:  Thank you so much.  Thank you.  Can we have speaker 38 to the podium, 

thank you? 

Speaker 38:  Good afternoon, Ms Brooks.  My name's ****.  I came from Sydney in the late 

1970s to farm at Black Springs and it's a little over 30 years and my wife and 5 

I, on retirement, decided to stay in the Oberon area because of the 

community, the community facilities that the Council and others have 

provided, and we strongly oppose any amalgamation in the future.  A number 

of things I was going to cover has already been fixed by others, but one of the 

things that did come up was new development.  At present, Oberon and 10 

Bathurst compete, in some ways, for timber industry development in 

particular, but it would happen in other areas.  At present, we compete.  

We've got a chance.  But as soon as we have an amalgamation, especially in 

the circumstances that we're looking at where we're mostly likely having one 

or no representatives on the Council, there will be no competition; the natural 15 

thing for anybody is that they'll want it in their area.  And so, development that 

had some chance of coming to Oberon, will, by default, go to Bathurst.  Now, 

that means that future development is going to be heavily swung to Bathurst 

in the timber industry, if that follows through, and I believe it will. 

 The second thing I'd have to say about the merger is that bigger is not better.  20 

I was on the Bathurst Pasture Protection Board, as it was called in the 1980s.  

It had very little to do with Bathurst, but that happens to be where it was 

centred.  But it covered Oberon and all the areas around Bathurst.  In the 70s, 

that board had established systems whereby there was hardly a rabbit left in 

the Oberon area.  Mergers took place when it became the Rural Land 25 

Protection Board.  They merged with the Carcua Board.  Procedures that had 

been followed in the past which were held up to everyone as being the ideal 

way to do it because we'd gotten rid of the rabbits here were all abolished in 

the new board.  Today, you can drive down any of our roads in Oberon.  A 

rabbit-free area in the past; it was called rabbit-free areas.  Rabbits are back.  30 

This is what happens.  People have great expectations but the future is very 

grim when these things take place.  Thank you very much. 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  Could I have speaker 39 to the podium, please, and 

could we please make sure that we've got 41, 42 and 43 in the chairs? I do 

need to say – sorry, would you just mind if I just say one thing? We are a little 35 

over halfway through in terms of the number of speakers but we’re more than 

halfway though in terms of the time.  So, again, if you feel like your points 

have already been covered by somebody else, then please either cut your 

speech short or you can talk to **** and he'll make sure that we acknowledge 

you.  So, thank you again for your patience and thank you. 40 

Speaker 39:  Good afternoon, Ms Brooks.  My name's ****.  When I thought about having 

the opportunity to speak at today's meeting, I had to think what was it I 

wanted to share with everyone here and the Government representatives, and 

it was why I live where I live.  I lived here 17 years ago for a two year contract 

at one of the mills.  In the beginning, I thought I had said yes.  I had thought 45 

what have I done? I've come from the very busy corporate background 
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interstate to this rural community.  In a short time, I realised this community 

and lifestyle was the same as I'd grown up with the inner suburbs of 

Melbourne where everyone in the community looked out for everyone else, 

not like what they do in the cities of today.  Yes, the pace is a little slower.  

However, the people of this community know your name and look you in the 5 

eye when they talk to you, a practice that does not happen in the busy cities, 

and in most neighbourhoods, neighbours do not know each other and forget 

about talking or offering a helping hand.  If you were to ask the newer 

residents that have moved to this area over the years why did they move 

here, they will tell you it was because of the community environment and the 10 
rural lifestyle.  Having moved from an area in Queensland that had been 

through the amalgamation process and had felt the flow-on effects of such a 

merger, the ramifications are far beyond anything you can imagine, and this 

was two Councils in the inner suburbs of Brisbane.  If two city Councils have 

such a conflict interest, how can a rural community of Oberon amalgamate 15 

with Bathurst City Council, a large community of 44,000 successfully? 

 You are trying to amalgamate a city community with a rural community and 

both have very different needs.  I believe this community would suffer greatly.  

We would lose our identity, our services, our families would suffer and the 

future of this town would be of grave risk.  And what of local representation we 20 

would have with the Bathurst City Council? We have already been informed 

none.  If the Oberon Council was not fulfilling its obligations to the ratepayers, 

I would understand the reason they are trying to force this amalgamation.  

However, this is not the case.  Someone, somewhere from outside an 

organisation have reported we are not fit for the future, re our population 25 

growth.  Again, they are comparing city growth populations with rural, not 

apples with apples.  Speaking for myself, I love this town, this community and 

lifestyle.  I have the privilege of living and I will fight for it.  As did our 

ancestors and the pioneers who forged this land, we have a voice and I urge 

you all to use it.  No amalgamation for Oberon. 30 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  Speaker 41, please, to the podium, and – speaker 41.  

Yep.  And again, could I ask 42, 44, 46, 47 to make sure that they're over by 

the chairs.  Thank you very much. 

Speaker 41:  G'day.  My name's ****.  When I'm finished here, would you like me to grab 

you a cup of coffee? Right.  Forced amalgamation isn't something new.  The 35 

Japanese empire tried to force Australia to join their empire, but young 

citizens like from all the shires all over Australia, men and women, answered 

the call to arms and that is why we've got a democratic country today, where if 

a majority votes for something, it doesn't happen.  I asked you if you wanted a 

cup of coffee; you said, "No, thank you," so you didn't get it.  I went to a public 40 

meeting and over 94 percent of the people there said they do not want to 

amalgamate with Bathurst.  That's finished, isn't it? In a democratic country.  

I'd like to just finish with a eulogy to forced amalgamations.  Now, Mr Toole, 

actually is in Sydney holding it up, because it's dead, but the longer he holds it 

up, the more it's going to stink.  So, I am absolutely against forced 45 

amalgamation.  Absolutely.  And my wife is teaching at a local school, and 

she's against it, she said to me, and she's up there, teaching them the basics, 

but one other thing she's teaching them: to be honest.  If your word isn't worth 
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something, you're worthless.  That's the way I see it.  I do not want to 

amalgamate with anyone else.  I don't want to amalgamate with Bathurst; I 

don't even want a cuddle from them.  In fact it gives me the creeps.  Now, 

you're laughing; I'm making a joke of it, but when those men fought for our 

democratic right, they joked amongst themselves because it helped them 5 

handle the situation.  I've been thinking about this a lot, and it absolutely – the 

way it's been done is what annoys me.  I better stop there or I might say the 

wrong thing, but you get my point. 

Facilitator:  Thank you.  Thank you.  Thank you very much.  So, could I have speaker 42 

to the podium, please? Thank you very much.  When you're ready. 10 

Speaker 42:  Thank you.  ****, president of Oberon Business and Tourist Association.  

Tourism is increasingly a major industry in Oberon and a fact recognised by 

Oberon Council and the Oberon Business and Tourism Association, who work 

closely together to promote Oberon.  Tourists generally come to use from the 

Blue Mountains, from the Sydney Basin area, mainly from the east and from 15 

the south and north, along the table landsway.  Very few visitors come from 

the Bathurst region at all.  Will Oberon retain its award-winning visitor 

information centre in an amalgamated Council? Will Oberon continue to be 

referred to by Bathurst Tourism as just a timber town? "There's nothing very 

much to see there or do there"? "Why would you want to go and visit there?" 20 

A recent quote from a visitor to the local Bathurst tourism: "In the report 

opportunities for improved services and infrastructure, many of the projects 

are already well under way by Oberon Council.  Several inaccuracies, such as 

Lachlan Roads, Kamanngra Falls, leave us wondering just about the level of 

knowledge of our Local Government areas by these organisations.  Well, 25 

Oberon was deemed not fit for the future in many – the only thing it wasn't 

deemed fit for was scale and capacity.  These numbers, of course, were 

based on 2013 projected data and Labor preliminary figures subject to 

revision.  As a ratepayer also of Noosa Shire Council, I've first-hand seen the 

cost of amalgamation in 2008.  The cost of de-amalgamation has been great.  30 

It has also split the community in this process.  While Noosa was part of the 

Sunshine Coast Council, services dropped off and rates happened to 

increase.  This would also happen to Oberon.  Please allow Oberon Council 

to continue to flourish, especially when the new industries currently being 

developed are proposed.  We are also fit for the future with Oberon Council; 35 

also allow our democratic right of government by people for the people of 

Oberon.  Let's support Oberon; Oberon is simply spectacular. 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  Can I have speaker 44 to the podium, and can I have 

46, 47 and 48 in the chairs over there? Thank you very much.  Did I miss 43? 

I'm sorry.  I'm told that you weren't registered.  So, please, 43.  If you've got 40 

the number, you've got the spot.  Sorry.  What was the name? 

Speaker 43:  **** 

Facilitator:  Okay.  Thank you.  Sorry.  I had the wrong information. 

Speaker 43:  That's all right.  I think everyone has the wrong information on the 

Government side.  My name's ****.  I'm a youngster here, believe it or not.  45 
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I've only been in Oberon three months.  I came from Hampton in Queensland.  

Hampton is in Crows Nest Shire, which got forcibly amalgamated with 

Toowoomba, and I'll talk about that in a second.  You've heard, Delegate 

Brooks, about the incompatible community structures, size and type of 

personal representation, the impact of employment, the lack of due process 5 

amongst other things with this forced amalgamation.  It's also, in my mind, 

and with my experience of 43 years as an Australian public servant at a senior 

management level in policy as well as project management that the action 

could be illegal, because is disenfranchising the voters, addressing the 

various aspects you've heard so far.  Just quickly about my background: as I 10 
said, I'm a retired Australian public servant in the federal arena.  I've just 

moved down from Toowoomba City where when we got amalgamated in 

2008, my rates went up by 50 percent, the local tips were shut to private 

clients and Toowoomba actually trucked all its city waste and garbage to 

those tips and left us with 30 Ks to go and take our stuff elsewhere.  We also 15 

had a pay a special levy, and I hope nobody from Bathurst Council is 

listening.  A special levy was charged to Crows Nest and Rosalind Shire and 

the – I've forgotten the name of the other shire – that all merged in 

Toowoomba to pay so they could connect to Crows Nest Dams, because 

Toowoomba was running out of water.  Toowoomba didn't pay for it; we did, 20 

and that cost us $600 a year to help Toowoomba connect to our dams.  So, 

there was a lot of angst there.  The Council's infrastructure was absorbed by 

Toowoomba and the Crows Nest Shire infrastructure was gutted and 

destroyed, such that when we looked at the cost of de-amalgamating in 2013, 

it was going to cost millions, because none of the capital equipment was left, 25 

none of the infrastructure was left and the depots were just piles of stone for 

road building.  These are some of the objections I have based on my 

experience and moving house 32 times. 

Facilitator:  Thank you. 

Speaker 43:  In my career, including going over to the United States –  30 

Facilitator:  I'm sorry.  That's the three minutes.  Thank you.  I did give you a minute 

warning; I'm sorry if you didn't hear me.  Thank you.  Could I have speaker 44 

to the podium, please, and could I make sure that I've got 46, 47 and 48 in the 

chairs? And 45.  Sorry.  Sorry.  Yes. 

Speaker 44:  Good afternoon, Ms Brooks.  **** is my name.  I live at Mt Olive which is just 35 

about 15 Ks out of town here.  I put an apology in for my wife; she's actually at 

work today but she would have been here, but someone's got to keep the 

town going because this obviously must tell a big story, all these people here 

today and how passionate they are about this situation.  I was born and bred 

in Tarana, in the Tarana Valley in the Oberon Shire.  I moved to the plateau; I 40 

moved up the hill.  I'm currently chair of the Oberon Branch of the New South 

Wales Farmers.  I'm president of the Oberon Polocrosse Club.  I'm involved in 

the Oberon Show and I'd probably put a bit of a rural perspective on what's 

going on here and I'll be – right from the start, we don't want to amalgamate.  

Oberon has been developed over the years to be a safe, rural and industrial 45 

town.  It is a high rainfall area located within two hours of the capital of New 

South Wales and three hours of the capital of Australia.   
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 Naturally, the number of farming businesses in Australia has declined over the 

years.  Those farming businesses now left in this country are producing 30 

percent more than what they were producing 30 years ago.  Oberon's no 

different.  The people have become that much more productive, the country is 

that much more productive and we produce so much more, and that does 5 

affect population.  The pioneering families that developed the town both for 

the rural and the timber industries still persist and derive a living and 

contribute to this community right now.  Oberon does not need to merge with 

a city-centric Council, and in doing so, lose identity and representation.  

Oberon should go hard managing their rural areas.  I'll make a suggestion that 10 
there are people in our neighbouring Councils that run rural operations that 

would be happy to come to the Oberon Shire, and I wonder whether Oberon 

should be taking advantage of that.  The community is unduly being 

distressed by this proposal.  The elected member and minister for Labor 

Government would do well to understand that you cannot put a money value 15 

on community spirit.  Our local member is not giving his constituents any 

confidence in the State Government whatsoever.  One thing I'd like to do is I'd 

like to congratulate the no amalgamation committee for the effort to protect 

Oberon; they're doing a great job, and I know my grandfather would be tipping 

over in his grave right now, because he was a big Country Party supporter 20 

and then National Party supporter, and he would have had plenty of scraps 

with the Oberon Council in the years gone by, but he'd be very disappointed 

in what's going on at the moment. 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  Thank you.  Thank you.  Speaker 45, please.  Thank 

you. 25 

Speaker 45:  Good afternoon.  I am ****, and today, I'm speaking why I oppose the possible 

amalgamation between Bathurst and Oberon Council.  I have been a part of 

the Oberon Youth Council for the past year, discussing problems faced by the 

local youth of Oberon.  The youth of Oberon are the future of our local town, 

so I believe it is a great opportunity to have a local youth Council.  The latest 30 

goal we have been trying to reach and constantly been raising money for is a 

local skate park.  All throughout my experience of being a youth Councillor, 

we have been praised and been told how good it is for the youth of Oberon to 

have a youth Council.  Now, what worries me is that all this hard work and 

dedication to the youth Council is going to be pushed down the drain to an 35 

amalgamation that does not need to happen.  We won't have any spots on the 

Bathurst Youth Council, we won't be getting any funds for a local skate park 

and we won't have a local youth Council anymore to discuss problem faced 

by the youth of Oberon.  Ever since I can remember, I've been an active part 

of the local sporting committee.  I've been involved in sports such as little 40 

athletics, swimming, tennis, touch football and soccer.  Oberon has always 

been a competitive sporting town, having many feats in individual and team 

sports.   

 Last year, I was a part of the Oberon men's third grade soccer team who took 

out minor premiers and winners of the Bathurst Competition.  When we were 45 

getting awarded without winning trophies, the first thing that the president of 

the Bathurst Football Club said over the loudspeaker was "I hate Oberon.  I 

hate Oberon." This ridiculing remark was made in front of a crowd of many 
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Bathurst and Oberon members.  Now, tell me, how are we going to get a fair 

go in these Bathurst competitions? I know I won't be wanting to play for 

Bathurst teams due to the already ill-treatment that we have faced.  Playing at 

the Oberon Showground plus the Oberon Soccer Club and nothing, which is 

great for the juniors trying out the sport, as they don't have to pay turf fees, 5 

but when we play in Bathurst, the club has to pay a tremendous amount over 

the years so we can play on their grounds.  I'm opposed to this amalgamation 

because we will then have to pay turf fees due to the Bathurst Council 

governing the local sporting grounds.  Therefore, we won't have many 

sporting players representing our town as we have in the past.  This does not 10 
only apply for soccer; it applies for all sports.  Will we have a local swimming 

pool that is run by the local Council? Will we have a local tennis club or will 

the prices for playing go up due to minimal people being able to afford to 

play? Will we have local touch football competitions because the only reason 

it runs is due to funding of local businesses? With all these problems, will we 15 

have a young Oberon sports people representing at local, state and national 

level? We don't have the likes of ****, **** and **** representing our local town 

at national levels playing for Australia due to the increased cost at the local 

level.  That is why I'm opposed to the amalgamation between Bathurst and 

Oberon.  Thank you. 20 

Facilitator:  Thank you.  Thank you.  Speaker 46 to the podium, please.  Can I just 

congratulate you, ****? You were the first one that was absolutely bang on 

three minutes, so thank you.  Thanks very much. 

Speaker 46:  My name is ****.  Myself and my wife live on O'connell Road at a property 

called Macquarie, which is some 2,500 acres and contains what we're told is 25 

the most historic precinct in the Oberon Shire.  In December, I wrote a letter 

together with my wife; it was published in the Bathurst paper and the Oberon 

paper, espousing the virtues of no merger and saying that based on our 

knowledge, Oberon was fit for the future.  At that time, we held that view and 

we held the views expressed here today by so many people.  However, we've 30 

had closer dealings with the Council, and particularly, the planning 

department of Oberon Council, and that has given rise to grave concern.  I 

believe that Bathurst – the findings of a government that Oberon Council was 

not fit for the future based on size and capacity was absolute folly, because if 

taken to its logical conclusion, it would suggest that every small business, the 35 

major employer of Australians, should go into immediate liquidation or merger.  

How silly is that? However, where I think Oberon Council is most vulnerable is 

in its management and in its Councillors, and I suggest that there is doubt as 

to whether collectively or individually they the requisite skills, training and 

experience to run such a major organisation.  That was underlined by 40 

correspondence I've had with each Councillor about grave concerns that we 

have.  It was trivialised and I was advised that I was not to communicate with 

other Councillors, as they were operational matters, when in fact, these 

matters go to corporate governance, raises issue on capacity, on staffing, on 

communication and a number of other issues. 45 

 Our request to speak to each of the Councillors, apart from the Mayor, was 

ignored.  Not only did we not get a response, we didn't even get an 

acknowledgement of our communication, and our grave concerns also 
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reached issues of legal liability, because of poor performance by the planning 

department.  Now, if the Government is going to attack fit for the future for 

Oberon, I would suggest that the Council laws should carefully examine 

themselves and their skills and see if collectively and individually, they can 

contribute to the running of a large organisation such as Oberon Council, 5 

because we all want it to be fit for the future.  Thank you. 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  Could I have speaker 47 to the podium and could I just 

remind you about two things, please? I've heard another mobile phone go off, 

so could you double-check your mobile phones? And also, I know it's been a 

long afternoon, but if you could just keep your side conversations to 10 

yourselves while the speakers are speaking, because we can hear you quite 

easily down here? Thank you very much. 

Speaker 47:  Thank you.  Hi, Renata.  My name's ****.  Today, I would like to take a slightly 

different perspective on the detrimental effect forced amalgamation would 

have on the community of the Oberon Shire, being the impact it would have 15 

on sport and recreation for our town.  At local level, the most significant factor 

affecting participation, specifically by junior athletes, is cost.  Many parents 

with multiple children rely on affordable access to participation in order to 

promote healthy and active behaviours in their children whilst also presenting 

them with opportunity to progress to higher levels of competition in the sport 20 

of their choice.  Oberon Shire Council currently provides free, or at minimum, 

heavily subsidised use of community, sporting and recreational facilities, as 

well as maintaining several of these venues free of charge for local sporting 

clubs and bodies.  This, along with the direct financial support the Oberon 

Shire Council provides to local sporting bodies through grants contributes to 25 

not only the successful running of these clubs but also to reduce fees to 

benefit their participants.  Oberon Council's line marking, lawn maintenance 

and allowance of free use of the Oberon Recreation Ground, for example, 

exemplifies their commitment to sporting success in our town.  This ground 

currently hosts a number of events, including regional soccer matches, local 30 

athletics carnivals and weekly school sports fixtures as well as being a 

fantastic facility for personal and group fitness, and is used regularly by 

members of the community for this purpose.  The Council provides free 

access to the grounds, canteen, bathroom facilities and lighting, not only for 

this facility but also, for the recently renovated and upgraded netball courts 35 

and hockey fields in Oberon. 

 The Oberon Rugby League Grounds are also maintained by Oberon Shire 

Council free of charge, along with local parks and walkways, which can be 

used by the community for fitness and recreational purposes.  In contrast to 

this, sporting and recreational fields ran under Bathurst Council carry a fee for 40 

all usage.  If Oberon Shire is forced into amalgamation, will fees apply to 

previously donated local facilities? It is unlikely to assume that toilets and 

canteen currently provided through the support and courtesy of our local 

Council will be open for free, for no other reason that an Oberon-Bathurst 

Council member will have to drive out and open them.  The same principle 45 

applies to maintenance of local grounds.  So, will local residents see a price 

rise in rates to compensate for this maintenance or will sporting clubs pay the 

toll, resulting in increased yearly fees, and therefore, reduced numbers of 
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participants? Will this then snowball into decreased success for our local and 

proud sporting teams? Will Oberon boast fewer representative players? Will 

our clubs continue to thrive or will they cease to exist? This would also 

necessitate the few surviving sporting participants and their working parents in 

the case of junior athletes to travel a minimum of 40 minutes each way to 5 

attend both training and game fixtures every single week.  Is this a future you 

want for our beloved town of Oberon? Because as 2015 sports person of the 

year, I don't. 

Facilitator:  Thank you. 

Speaker 47:  I stand alone. 10 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much. 

Speaker 47:  Thank you. 

Facilitator:  Thank you.  Could we have speaker 48 to the podium, please? 

Speaker 48:  Good afternoon.  My name's ****.  I've been in Oberon for nearly three years.  

Hopefully it's not too cold for you here, but like our town, our weather is 15 

unique and being a unique town, we should have the right to self-

determination, just as the people of East Timor or West Papua deserve if they 

don't want to be part of Indonesia.  Anyway, we don't want to be part of 

Bathurst.  I'm a qualified library technician and we have a standalone library at 

the moment, and the benefit of this is that it means we pretty much have to 20 

have a qualified librarian to run the library, and as a benefit of that, there's 

pretty much always somebody there who can answer referenced questions.  If 

we are part of Bathurst, they'll just roster a young, inexperienced person, 

certainly somebody who is only a library assistant, who can basically just 

check out books and check them back in again.  Of the $31 million 25 

supposedly saved over 20 years, it would be around 50,000 people resident, 

that divides down by 1 million to $31 a year or 60 cents per week for each 

resident, and of course, that is perhaps something that won't be realised, 

those savings.  Most importantly, those savings actually represent loss of jobs 

and loss of money spent in the community, and if a Council worker loses their 30 

job, they may well take a partner who's running a successful business or a 

partner who's an important practitioner away from the town.  We currently 

have pretty much all our shops filled; will that continue?  

 Another question: what if McDonalds or another large burger company 

decides that they're going to come to Oberon and force their way in and use 35 

tribunals and courts and whatever else? Would Bathurst Councillors care or 

would they just roll over and let it happen because it would save a few bucks 

in court? The people I trust to fight something if the community objects to it is 

the current Oberon Council because they have experience dealing with 

people who lie to them and try to force them to do what they don't want.  40 

Thank you. 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  Could we have speaker 50 to the podium, please, and 

then, could we make sure that 52, 55 and 57 are sitting at the seats over on 

the side over there? Thank you. 
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Speaker 50:  Thank you.  I'm ****.  I'm an ex-Councillor in this region.  I've also belonged to 

the Oberon Rotary Club since the early 90s.  Through family connections, I've 

had history in this town since the late 1880s.  I am opposed to the 

amalgamation of Oberon with Bathurst.  One: if the amalgamation was to go 

ahead, the ratepayers of Oberon would then have to negotiate with a third tier 5 

of government to achieve improvements; two: if the new area was divided into 

wards, Oberon would only expect a small representation, even though we 

represent nearly half of the new Council; three: the differences between the 

two areas is like chalk and cheese.  A: different climates; B: one's city with all 

its problems.  The other is a small country town; C: Bathurst is a main 10 
thoroughfare to other destinations and has access to additional funding for 

main roads.  All roads in lead just to Oberon; four: for us, the Council is our 

community.  Any loss of employees would be detrimental, as it is the workers, 

Councillors and office staff who keep their finger on the pulse as to our needs; 

five: it appears the majority of the Oberon community do not wish to 15 

amalgamate, as determined by the 600 ratepayers who attended the meeting 

run by the Council to show us our preferences for amalgamation; six: we are 

50 kilometres apart.   

 Because of our Oberon Council on a non-political basis has demonstrated its 

ability over the years to source extra funding through working with State and 20 

Federal Governments and its ability to manage finances when only 60 percent 

of the shire is rateable, the remaining 40 percent, tied in with State 

Government, can now proudly boast new hospital, new high school, new 

ambulance, new fire station, new SES, new Council depot, new sporting 

fields, new tourist office, new swimming complex, new aged care facilities, 25 

new subdivisions, new library, new community, main street beautification, 

upgrade of Council offices, development of parks and gardens, town bypass 

and better roads.  This shire is ably supported by three stable and growing 

industries: the rural, the tourism and the timber.  The timber industry 

continues to grow.  Our Council has once again met this challenge head-on to 30 

maintain the roads with up to 500 truck movements in and out of town daily.  

I've had the privilege over the years of working with leaders in this community 

and I now see their children and grandchildren carrying on in the same 

manner.  I mention this because what we have here is community.  Money 

can't be community; it's made up of people who care where they live, they 35 

care about others and they are willing to work for what they need. 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much. 

Speaker 50:  Let's keep it local. 

Facilitator:  Thank you.  Could I have speaker 52 to the podium, please? Thank you.  And 

I should have speakers 55, 57 and 59 in the chairs over there.  Thank you.  40 

When you're ready. 

Speaker 52:  Good afternoon, Renata.  I'm **** and my primary reason but not my only 

reason for opposing the amalgamation of our Oberon Shire with Bathurst 

Regional Council is that it deprives us, the residents of the Oberon Shire, of 

our basic democratic right to elect persons to the new Bathurst Regional 45 

Council to represent the legitimate interests of the Oberon community.  And I 
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see this proposed change as an incipient threat to our democracy, and for that 

reason, I think it should be opposed very vigorously.  Thank you. 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  Could I have speaker 55 to the podium, please? And 

again, I just emphasise that we're on a very tight time-frame.  Thank you. 

Speaker 55:  Good afternoon.  My name is ****.  Thank you.  I've done quite a bit of reading 5 

regarding this forced amalgamation and I have concluded the majority of 

Councils across New South Wales do not wish to amalgamate, specifically 

Oberon, with a 50 kilometre distance.  The decision is coming from the 

Premier's office.  Not all Liberal MPs support this proposal.  The local 

representative appears to be following the Premier rather than supporting his 10 

electorate.  KPMG have not fully addressed the issues or explained its 

findings after being paid $400,000 of taxpayer's money.  In all of the 

documentation I have read, the Premier has failed to: one, explain the Liberal 

Party's reason; two, they've failed to explain outcomes; three, they have failed 

to explain the benefits for such a major upheaval; four, there will be no local 15 

representation on Bathurst Council.  In summary, this is not a merger; it's a 

takeover.  Thank you. 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  Speaker 57, please. 

Speaker 57:  My name is ****.  I live in the Tarana Valley.  My family came here in 1840, so 

I'm almost a local.  Ms Brooks, it is well documented that the member for 20 

Bathurst, Paul Toole, made a promise before he was elected for parliament 

that there would be no forced amalgamations of Council.  The Macquarie 

dictionary definition of promise is something that has the effect of an express 

assurance, indication of what may be expected.  In April 2014, when Mr Toole 

was appointed minister for Local Government, it was reported in the Western 25 

Advocate that Mr Toole said, "The government has stated there will be no 

forced amalgamations and I am to honour that." The Macquarie dictionary 

definition of honour is an expression pledging one's reputation as to the 

truthfulness of a statement.  Oberon calls on Mr Toole to honour his promise.  

At this time, we in the Oberon Local Government area have no representation 30 

in the New South Wales State Parliament.  Mr Toole has abandoned Oberon 

on this issue, leaving us with no representation.  If this appalling proposal 

proceeds, Oberon will also be unrepresented at a local level, with the sheer 

weight of numbers of Bathurst electing the Council, leaving Oberon with no 

representation of both state and local level, trashing our democratic right.   35 

 Oberon will not forget this attack on our community.  The one democratic right 

that has not been removed is the power of the people to elect or remove a 

politician.  Financially, Oberon Council was found to be fit for the future.  The 

Council would be in an even better situation if the largest land holder in the 

Oberon Local Government area paid its fair share, like we all have to do.  So, 40 

the largest land owner, of course, is the State Government, with forestry land 

and national parks being unwriteable.  The partial release of the KPMG report, 

according to **** of the University of New England, says the report was awash 

with errors.  Why won’t the Government release the full report? Why can't the 

people see the full report? It supposedly cost $400,000 of taxpayers' money.  45 

Then there's this meeting where we have to register.  Further evidence of 
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democracy being trashed and holding the meeting during working hours so 

many people will be unable to attend.  There's a report in the Western 

Advocate that the Local Government minister stated that his electorate will 

always remain number one priority.  Why has he abandoned Oberon and his 

people? 5 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much. 

Speaker 57:  In conclusion, I would like to quote – 

Facilitator:  Thank you. 

Speaker 57:  Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely. 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  Thank you.  Could I please have speaker 59 to the 10 

podium? And just to let you know where we're up to, there's half an hour left 

and we have 13 speakers left.  So, if you do feel that your ideas have been 

already covered, then please let **** know or else you could cut your own 

talks.  Thank you very much.  Thank you.  When you're ready.  Thank you. 

Speaker 59:  Good afternoon, Ms Brooks.  My name's **** and I own the local bakery.  I'm 15 

going to speak on behalf of businesses in Oberon.  We do not want this 

amalgamation.  The rates for businesses in Bathurst, at this time, is $4,500; In 

Oberon, it's $800.  Even if you don't own the building that you are in, your rent 

will go up because these rates will increase.  We do have a rate guarantee for 

four years.  What is the guarantee and the percentage that the rates will go up 20 

after that? I would like to acknowledge ****'s TNN committee, the take no 

notice.  I have been on one of those take no notice committees for the past 11 

years.  I've been a representative in the PUCT, which is the Police Committee 

that consults with Bathurst.  We go to a meeting once every three months.  

They put statistics up on the board.  It is not done on per capita, so when we 25 

look at Bathurst, Bathurst crime rate is much bigger than ours, but in reality, 

per capita, it's not the same, and that's how our resources are allocated to 

Oberon.  I'm not going to go on with anything else; I am going to put a written 

submission in that is to be in by the end of this month that will have all of the 

rest of the things that local businesses will have to put up with if we go to 30 

Bathurst Council.  Thank you. 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  Speaker 60, please.  Speaker 60, and could I also 

have 62, 63 and 64 sitting over there? Thank you.  Thank you, when you're 

ready. 

Speaker 60:  G'day.  I'm ****.  I came to this Council in 1952 and I've been paying rates for 35 

29 years.  I've always been happy with the Oberon Council and the way 

they've conducted themselves.  Good and bad, but I live halfway between 

Bathurst and Oberon and I would not like to see it be taken over by Bathurst.  

Bathurst makes a lot of money on legal fights that they don't need to take.  

Recently, there was one about the kennels that their employees said the thing 40 

was legal and the Council argued against it, went to court, lost a lot of money.  

Well, Oberon Council doesn't do much of that.  The other thing is that other 

people mentioned roads in the same road I'm talking about – the road to the 

bridal track.  God, it was built by – it had no gear a couple of hundred years 
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ago and it's only about 70 K from Bathurst and they can't fix the road.  So, the 

equivalent here is Black Springs of Jenolan Caves, is about 70 K from 

Bathurst, so anybody further out than that, wouldn't get your roads fixed.  So, 

that'll do me for now.  Thank you. 

Facilitator:  Thank you.  Thank you very much.  Could we have speaker 62 to the podium, 5 

please? Thank you.  When you're ready. 

Speaker 62:  My name's ****.  Thank you, Ms Brooks, for this opportunity.  I hope you 

become our Ms Brooks.  Assurances were given before the last state 

elections there would be no forced amalgamations, so immediately, we are 

dealing with people who are not prepared to honour their word.  I note that 10 

Bathurst, if amalgamated, is boasting it will initiate the building of a skate park 

for our youth, provide major roadworks, a playground at the common and 

extensions to the library.  Well, surprise.  All of the above are before Oberon 

Council already, which incidentally, meets with some of the conditions under 

scale and capacity, namely undertake regional planning and strategic delivery 15 

of projects.  Now, out of 27 amalgamations and the last round of mergers in 

2004, only 9 have been deemed fit for the future this time around.  If ever 

there was more proof that amalgamations don't necessarily work, then this 

practical demonstration of failed mergers must be it.  As a member of Oberon 

golf club, I am deeply concerned for its future.  Over the years, we have 20 

received support from Council with substantial in kind donations for water and 

fuel.  At other times, Council have insisted when our machinery has been 

unserviceable.  However, the club offers more than a game of golf for its 

members.  Through a massive volunteer effort, we have extended the club 

house which includes a modern commercial kitchen.  Consequently, we offer 25 

an alternative venue for functions to local businesses, community groups and 

private residents.  The building and fit out of the station was a typical example 

of the way Oberon, as a community, galvanise into action, drawing on the 

belief we are a close-knit rural community, relying on each other for success. 

 Bathurst Council look at us and conclude there is already a course in 30 

Bathurst, so no need to fund Oberon, placing a heavy burden on the financial 

future of Oberon Golf Club.  Oberon has a rich rural heritage, developed from 

the time it was known as Bullock Flat.  Its community spirit cannot be 

measured, it can't be touched, but it's captured in the mood and substance of 

its people.  Its morale would be severely deflated under the heel of Bathurst 35 

Council.  Allow us to remain independent, as promised, and keep Local 

Government local.  Thank you. 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  Speaker 63 to the podium, please.  Thank you. 

Speaker 63:  Hi, Ms Brooks.  My name's ****.  I'm a local and have been here all my life.  I 

drive my own truck around town in the local area.  I just recap it on the roads.  40 

The Oberon roads are second to none to anywhere else that I've driven 

around in the Central West.  I do up to 100,000 kilometres a year.  As soon as 

you get out of Oberon District, the back roads of Bathurst, Orange, anywhere 

around there, don't even match Oberon.  The Oberon Council has a quality 

plant fleet of people who can do their own roadworks.  This has been funded 45 

through the years of ratepayers' dollars.  Will this be consumed into the 
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Bathurst at the expense of Oberon ratepayers? Bathurst Council also said 

their fit for the future submission will have to be put in a special rate variation 

of ten percent increase.  If they have to take on Oberon, we were told in belief 

that their process was going to save us money, not cost us money in rates.  

From my experience, a lot of Bathurst residents don't even know what Oberon 5 

has to offer as a town.  They're unaware of the services Oberon has to offer, 

the local business, community facilities; does the same thing apply from the 

State Government's perspective? Do they know what Oberon has to offer and 

will Bathurst Council value these services? The State Government stated they 

will provide $15 million to fund the merged costs and invest in infrastructure.  10 
Again, how is this a cost saving? That's half the amount that's proposed to 

save in $20 years after the merger, so why don't they just don't merge? 

They're in front by $15 million to start with.  In closing, I'd really like to know 

what Premier Baird and Paul Toole's reaction would be if the Federal 

Government decided to force an amalgamation on the Eastern States of 15 

Australia as they are doing today to us.  I wonder if they'd be happy with the 

deal.  I'm sure they wouldn't be very happy about it and nor are we.  Thank 

you. 

Facilitator:  Thank you.  Thank you.  Could we have speaker 64 to the podium and 67 and 

70 and 72 make sure that you're sitting at the chairs? Thank you.  When 20 

you're ready. 

Speaker 64:  Good afternoon.  Speaker 64, where are you? That's the only thing I could 

think of when they gave me this piece of paper.  I have had so many of my 

comments already discussed that I don't think I can go through the whole lot 

of them.  My name's ****.  I am a Councillor.  I come from the section of 25 

Oberon Council area known as the Mediterranean.  That's O'connell.  You folk 

live in the French Alps, but that's okay.  Many of the things I've wanted to say 

have been said by these people.  I hope – and it is obvious to me that the 

intricate relationship and the intimate relationship between the community and 

everything it does is supported and interwoven with this small Council, which 30 

has its imperfections, no doubt about it, but it is a whole community that 

struggles to do its very best together.  So, I just want to answer a couple of 

questions that may have come up before.  One question was raised was 

where will the Mayor of Bathurst be at the next ANZAC Day should the 

merger go ahead? Well, according to my political information, if the merger 35 

goes ahead, the Mayor of Bathurst, at the next Remembrance Day, will either 

be in Sydney or Canberra.  And if we think about it, the current Mayor of 

Bathurst is actually from Oberon, and if we think about that, the Mayor a 

couple before that was from Evan's Council. 

 So, this represents a problem.  Not only do they want our tourist assets; they 40 

need our politicians as well.  So, we might send them some speakers tonight.  

They don't come and explain because they cannot.  Page 3 of their document: 

a stronger balance sheet.  Oberon's borrowing is 20 times less Bathurst.  The 

infrastructure deficit is eight times less Bathurst.  Our total liabilities is 10 

times less Bathurst.  The net financial savings which are covered in magical 45 

numbers get down to about $800,000 a year, and then, they say they're going 

to spend $54 million on IT repairs, which the KPMG report says that will only 

be of a near and a modest solution.  The purchasing power will improve if 
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Bathurst joins with Oberon; we're already in central, which is five times the 

size anyway.  Decreased Councillor costs, but they're going to pay them 

more.  They're going to have one general manager and two directors, but 

behind that, you'll have to have 56 engineers, 100 town planners and 1,000 

accountants, and if they're going to drive to Oberon every day, they're going 5 

to get here at 10 o'clock, leave at 2.00, take an hour for lunch and put in a 

$300 travel claim.  The whole thing stinks.  Experience in Queensland and 

Victoria and Western Australia says costs go up.  Again, of those mergers in 

2004, nearly all of them were still seen as unfit. 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  That's three minutes.  Thank you.  Could I have 10 

speaker 67 to the podium, please? And also, could I remind you that your 

comments are to be addressed to the delegate, Renata Brooks, if you 

wouldn't mind.  Thank you.  Thank you. 

Speaker 67:  Hello, Renata.  My name is ****.  I'm a resident in Oberon.  I'm definitely anti-

amalgamation for many reasons.  Most have already been covered here, and 15 

judging by the crowd of people here who are soon to be in the senior 

category, I think it would be very unfair not to say that we should have 

scheduled this meeting for a later time during the day so more of the younger 

folk who work can get here.  I notice that we were fit for purpose financially, 

but because we don't have enough residents in whatever year it might be, 20 

we're not going to be good enough.  Well, I believe our rates come from the 

land values, not the number of people that live here.  If you do that, and we've 

got less residents to me by single maths.  It means that we've actually got 

more per capita money to spend on our residents.  Doesn't make sense.  

None of the figures add up.  If Oberon is forced to amalgamate with Bathurst 25 

and they've got to come out here and fix our roads, as many people have 

said, it is going to cost him twice as much to travel out here, do any work, 

waste a lot of resources, employ people that are going to be sitting in cars on 

the way out here and on the way back, adding an hour each day to every 

person's travel.  Ridiculous.  Well, this is a young town.  Very proud town.  30 

We've got a lot of folks here that want to do what they can for the town.  We 

have a Council and Councillors that work for us, understand us and 

implement what we need.  We can't ask for any more than that.  We do not 

want amalgamation, and that's about all I've got to say. 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  Speaker 70 to the podium, please.  7-0.  And could I 35 

ask, please, speaker 72, 73, 74, please make sure that you're down the front 

here on the side here ready to stand up so that we don't lose any time.  Thank 

you. 

Speaker 70:  My name's ****.  I'm here to represent the **** family.  Also, I'm in the Oberon 

Apex Club.  Now, Bathurst's Apex's Club: you've got to be under 45 to join 40 

Apex.  Oberon has an Apex club; Bathurst doesn't.  I know there's a lot of 

older people here today, but all the young folk unfortunately are out earning a 

crust.  We do not want amalgamation.  As a large employer in town – I employ 

about 50 people – if the Council gets moved to Bathurst, our business will be 

affected and all the other businesses in the main street with us will be affected 45 

as well.  So, we'll be putting a submission in and I urge everyone to put a 

submission in and don't make it confidential, because if you make it 
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confidential, I'm not sure who can actually read the confidentiality, because 

we've seen that happen ourselves.  I just hope that Ms Brooks can do the 

right thing for Oberon and thanks for everyone's time. 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  Speaker 72, please.  Who's speaker 72? Thank you.  

When you're ready. 5 

Speaker 72:  Good evening, Ms Brooks.  I'd just like to comment on a few things about the 

Oberon amalgamation.  I'm proud to say I'm a proud Oberonite.  **** says the 

chaotic fit for the futures process has already frequently changed without 

explanations.  Councils earlier identified as standalone are now up for forced 

amalgamation and vice versa.  I'd like to know why they've changed their 10 

opinion.  Is it political agenda? The latest KPMG report shows that it is full of 

errors and inconsistencies and incompatible with official reports such as the 

Local Government remuneration tribunal project, for example.  KPMG assures 

that without any justification, mergers will generate two percent savings for 

materials and contract expenditure.  However, in a report just the other week 15 

to the southern Councils, they said it'd only generate 1.5 percent.  So, I think 

it's all over the place; they don't know what they're doing.  In 2008, the 

Queensland amalgamation shows the cost of amalgamation was 

considerable.  Many obvious and well known costs were overlooked, like all 

newly merged Councils must have a single headquarters.  Cost of new 20 

locations, new buildings, et cetera, was ignored in that report.  So, does that 

mean Oberon will go to Bathurst? Yes, I do think so.  ****, who is a 

government expert on advisory Council reform states the proposed overall 

fails the test of good rapport and said the merger proposals were a crab-like 

step sideways.  KPMG found mergers could deliver up to $2 billion in savings, 25 

but Mr Toole has promised $1 billion in incentives, plus they've spent $6 

million on consultations and advertising, which KPMG's already got a third of 

that, so we know who they're looking after.  Already, as well as overlooking 

the cost of the merger, all the Councils mentioned in the reports, where will 

the savings of the $2 billion come from? I think they'll spend more than that 30 

trying to do all the mergers of the Councils.  As I was saying, I think it's a 

political agenda on behalf of Mr Toole and Mr Baird, and I think we should all 

remember this when we go into our next election. 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much, that's three minutes.  Thank you very much.  And could 

we have speaker 73 to the podium, please, when you're ready? Thank you. 35 

Speaker 73:  Today, 4 February, both Oberon and New Zealand are fighting for their 

independence and sovereignty.  May the people be heard and righteousness 

prevail.  I am ****, a resident of Gingkin for five-and-a-half years.  I have a 

guest house somewhere in the jungles of Gingkin, an hour-and-a-half from 

Bathurst, and for nearly three years that I've been operating in the guest 40 

house, I would say no more than half a dozen guests have visited Bathurst 

during their stay.  Guests mostly come from Sydney as well as Canberra and 

Victoria for the local attractions, beautiful scenery and small, friendly town 

atmosphere.  Merging the towns may not change them physically.  However, 

it will change the atmosphere and this what makes us unique and why people 45 

live here and why visitors come.  In Bathurst, I've been asked a number of 

times where the prefix phone number 633 is, and when I say Gingkin, there's 
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a blank look on their faces, so I say near Jenolan Caves, and they reply 

mostly, "I went there years ago," or, "I've not been there but want to." Oberon 

and Bathurst have very different needs and communities.  They are 

completely different towns and you know when you've crossed the border line.   

 Bathurst is a regional city with traffic lights; Oberon is a rural town with wildlife.  5 

Bathurst has business lunches; Oberon has cups of teas and bickies.  

Bathurst has debt; Oberon has cash.  Bathurst population is 44,000; Oberon 

population is 5,000.  Bathurst Council is 9 to 5; Oberon Councillors are just a 

phone call away, any time.  Bathurst has fast cars, movie theatres and night 

life; Oberon has farmers markets, vintage fairs, Jenolan Caves and magical 10 

mountain scenery.  Bathurst has a uni; Oberon has locals, full of history with 

stories to tell.  Bathurst cars toot with impatience; Oberon people toot and 

wave.  There's many more but I'll save that for later.  In closing, I'd like to 

finish with a quote from a report called "Getting it right", researched and 

written by **** for the City of Subiaco in Western Australia.  They're exempt 15 

from forced amalgamations.  "The most important of this policy lessons 

centres on demonstrating through polls, referenda and other formal measures 

that strong support exists in affected local communities for any amalgamation 

proposal.  If mergers are forced upon local communities, then amalgamations 

can fail with disastrous consequences." Friends of Oberon, this is not a 20 

practice run.  This is reality.  This is our future and our children's future.  

Thank you. 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  Could 74, 75 and 76 come down the front, please, so 

that we can get this going quickly? Thank you. 

Speaker 74:  Hello, Renata.  My name is ****.  I speak today to express my strong 25 

opposition to the forced amalgamation of Oberon Council with Bathurst 

Regional Council and I'd like to state plainly that I consider it not a merger or 

even an amalgamation, both of which imply some degree of acquiescence, 

but rather, a hostile takeover by Bathurst Council where we lose seats.  All of 

this has been aided and abetted by a government and a local member who 30 

can't keep a promise and who are hypocritical enough to declare come 

Councils unfit and yet, not try to force them to amalgamate if it is politically 

risky to do so.  For example, our neighbouring Council of Lithgow declared 

financially unfit yet spared our anguish because to have two hostile Local 

Government areas in the minister's electorate would be a step too far.  I want 35 

to talk about our sense of community and the role that Oberon Council plays 

in this.  Our Council has a strong community focus, as is evidenced by its 

support of local organisations through financial donations to the tune of 

$56,000 last year, through the provision of its facilities like playing fields, 

rooms for classes and activities free of charge to community groups and 40 

through other avenues.   

 To give a small example, about three years ago, we set up a working party in 

Oberon to establish a university of the third age.  From the beginning – and I 

mean from the very beginning – we had solid support from Council in the form 

of practical assistance with photocopying and the provision of rooms for 45 

meetings and classes.  Eventually, after the first 12 months, the photocopying 

support stopped, as it should, but our flourishing organisation of some 200 
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members has continued to enjoy a smooth working relationship with Council 

staff.  I note too that the issue of not charging community groups for the use of 

the community centre and the CTC Conference Room and other facilities was 

subject to community debate and submissions were invited, and our Council 

listened to the feedback.  So, our Council really does consult with its 5 

community and it bases its decisions on the feedback it gets.  I notice that 

Bathurst no longer has a CTC – a community technology centre – at Kelso 

due to a lack of funding from the Government.  We still have ours and that's 

due to our Council deciding that it was valuable enough to keep and therefore, 

to fund.  Bathurst U3A spends a lot of its membership fees – that's University 10 
of the Third Age – on the hire of facilities.  They had to raise their fees by 50 

percent. 

Facilitator:  That's three minutes.  Thank you very much.  If we could have 75 up.  Thank 

you.  Just to remind you that we do have to finish on the dot at four.  Thank 

you very much. 15 

Speaker 75:  My name is ****.  Thank you, Renata, for this chance.  I'm very concerned 

about the possibility of us losing Oberon Council.  I think of the implications.  

You need just to consider what has happened in Oberon to the Meals on 

Wheels service.  We had a flourishing Meals on Wheels service here until the 

Western Area Health decided to discontinue cooking the meals in our local 20 

hospital.  The effect of that was that – before that, Bathurst came to the party 

and offered us frozen meals, which we had to accept because we lost the 

facility in Oberon to provide hot meals each day.  So, the Council came to the 

party too and provided us with a room for the frozen meals to be stored in and 

for a worker to be paid by Council to be able to distribute the meals to the 25 

deliverers.  So, the volunteers came and they took the meals out.  But 

because the meals are now frozen, they're usually delivered once a week to 

the people, and so, that means that the daily contact that we had with people 

was lost.  So, as a community, we have suffered because Meals on Wheels 

now is just a delivery service rather than the community service that it was 30 

before, and all of this because Western Area Health decided not to provide 

the cooking at the hospital in their kitchen so we could have hot meals to 

serve to the people.  I wonder what other effects will happen when we lose 

the Council from the centre of our town and our shire. 

Facilitator:  Thank you very much.  Could I have speaker 76, please, to the podium, and 35 

could I also ask speaker 84 to come down to the front chairs, please.  Thank 

you very much.  When you're ready. 

Speaker 76:  Ms Brooks, thank you.  My name is ****.  I'm a part of nine generations from 

the Black Springs area.  I was a salaried officer with the Royal Fire Service; I 

am now a volunteer officer.  I had the good fortune to work with a very 40 

supportive Oberon Council to build up our firefighting fleet to an extremely 

high standard, and this continues through to today.  Our fleet is more modern 

than a lot of our surrounding Council areas and this was only due to the 

support of our local Council.  We, the volunteers, do not want all our hard 

work to be undone by having Oberon ratepayer funds developed to another 45 

area like Bathurst to bring their equipment up to the Oberon standard at the 

expense of the Oberon brigade's.  Oberon Council has and does support this 
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volunteer organisation to a very high standard, and more importantly, goes in 

to bat for them if needed at any time, regardless of the issue.  Talking to 

volunteers from some larger Council areas.  I know that this is not always the 

case, and the full support is not always forthcoming.  In 1988, Oberon build a 

control centre which worked well and received very high praise during a large 5 

number of fires.  Now, Bathurst has to prove to build a centre in Bathurst.  We 

did not want our funds devoted to go to build this centre as we now have our 

own.  One of our outlying brigades is over 60 kilometres from Oberon.  If 

changes were made and Oberon Council was forced to merge with Bathurst, 

this brigade would be more than 100 kilometres from Bathurst and it would 10 
affect the volunteers.  Oberon fire services control centre said that would be 

the main office, but gradually, things seemed to sneak away and migrated to 

Bathurst.  Oberon volunteers had to fight to get services back, and the office 

now is only maintained a couple of days a week.  If things change again, it will 

be a big blow for Oberon volunteers.  As a closing point, a few months ago, 15 

the zoning manager retired and the farewell was held in Bathurst.  It was 

attended by head office staff, regional staff and volunteers along with senior 

police and other high ranking personnel.  Only one of the three Councils saw 

fit to have their Council represented by the Mayor.  That Council was Oberon. 

Facilitator:  That's three minutes.  That's three minutes.  Thank you very much.  Ladies 20 

and gentlemen, thank you so much for being so attentive and quiet and 

respectful today.  We have come to the end of our speakers' session and the 

delegate would like to say a few words in conclusion, and it's very important 

that she concludes by 4 o'clock for that process reason. 

Male:  There's two more. 25 

Facilitator:  No.  Just let me finish, please.  Let me finish.  I'm speaking.  So, what I've 

said is – I'm aware that we have one more registered speakers and three 

speakers that came in and registered later on before it all started this 

afternoon.  So, your delegate has agreed to meet with them after she's done 

her concluding remarks at 4 o'clock.  So, if you could please come to the front 30 

of the room after 4 o'clock and we can go through what the alternative is, but 

we do have to have a hard close at 4.00.  It's the rules; I'm sorry.  So, if those 

three people and our speaker 84, I think you all know who you are, if you 

could come to the front, that would be great.  So, just to conclude, I'd last to 

ask your delegate to say a few words and thank you again.   35 

Renata:  Thank you.  Look, thank you very much, everyone.  I really appreciate the fact 

that everyone has done the hard job of cutting back their speeches to allow as 

many people as possible to speak, and thanks to the people who decided not 

to speak.  I appreciate how difficult that can be, to cut speeches down when 

you've got a lot to say.  It's been very useful, from my perspective, to hear 40 

everything you've had to say.  I know that a lot of you had notes that you 

didn't get to talk through, and I really would encourage you to make a 

submission so that information gets into the process, and of course, there is 

the opportunity for everyone to make a written submission anyway.  The other 

thing is just to let everyone know that there will be a transcript prepared.  So, 45 

I've been taking notes to help me remember things, but we've recorded the 

whole session and transcripts will be made available, and they will be publicly 



 46 

available at the conclusion of the process, and just to remind you that the 

closing date for written submissions is 5.00 PM on Sunday, 28 February.  And 

look, that's probably all, other than to thank you all again.  Thank **** and **** 

and the team of people here who've also assisted and thank you. 

END TRANSCRIPT 5 

 


