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Council: Bathurst  

Delegate: Renata Brooks 

Venue: Panthers Bathurst 

Date: 4 February 2016 

Time: 7pm 

  

Facilitator: So, it’s one public inquiry with two sessions.  Could you please make sure that 

you have signed in at the door, if you haven’t already done so, and if you are 

registered to speak please ensure that you have a number and that you are 

sitting in an aisle seat or as close possible to the aisle or perhaps down the 5 

front row.   

 Just a few housekeeping matters.  Could I ask you to turn your mobile phones 

to silent? Could I remind you that the toilet facilities are located – the ladies 

are located just opposite the registration desk and the gents is in the corridor, 

outside the door.   10 

 The emergency procedures are that we exit from these two doors behind me 

here and there’s another door in the registration area and the assembly area 

is just outside the Metro, the big building outside there. 

 Could you please also note that these proceedings are being audio taped, just 

for your information? 15 

 Now, the other thing that I would like to say is that I would really ask that you 

be respectful of each other at all times during this session.  Please don’t 

create a disruption through the display or distribution of materials and if you 

do have something that you’d like to make sure that people see then I suggest 

that you put that into your written submission. 20 

 Now, it is a long session so some of you may want to leave or you may want 

to go to the bathroom so I ask again that you move quietly through the room 

and please allow people to have their say without comment.  This is important 

because there will be differing views and so it’s important that people are 

given the respect that they can express their own views.   25 

 What I’d like to do is to introduce your delegate, Ms Renata Brooks, who will 

formally open tonight’s session and talk to you about the public inquiry 

process.  Thanks, Renata. 

Renata: Good evening, everybody.  As **** said, my name’s Renata Brooks.  I’d like to 

formally welcome you all to this public inquiry and thank you all for those who 30 

have taken the time to attend and those who are speaking this evening, 

thanks for taking the time to prepare and contribute your views to this 

important process. 
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 I’d like to begin by acknowledging the traditional custodians and their 

ancestors of the land on which this public inquiry takes place and also to pay 

my respects to elders past and present. 

 I’d also like to acknowledge the Mayor Bathurst Council, Gary Rush, 

Councillors and members of the community. 5 

 This public inquiry is part of a formal process, as **** said, set out in the Local 

Government Act.  That process began when the Minister for Local 

Government referred a proposal for a merger between Bathurst and Oberon 

Councils to the Acting Chief Executive of the Office of Local Government 

seeking to examine and report on it.  I have been appointed as his delegate to 10 
conduct an examination of the proposal and to provide a report to the Minister 

and the Boundaries Commission.    

 I’d like to just emphasise that my role is an impartial one.  I’m not an advocate 

for or against the proposal.  My focus this evening will be to gather facts to 

assist me to examine and report on the proposal.   15 

 The Local Government Act requires me to hold a public inquiry into the 

proposal and the main purpose of this inquiry is to provide members of the 

public with an opportunity to provide their views on the proposal directly to me 

so the information you provide me today will assist me with my examination of 

the proposal along with other material that I gather throughout the course of 20 

the examination process.   

 To allow the proceedings of this public inquiry which, as **** said, comprises 

both this evening’s session and this afternoon’s, to be conducted fairly and 

efficiently, we’re structuring the inquiry with a schedule of speakers and time 

limits upon speakers.  I know all speakers were advised previously that 25 

speaking times are generally between three and five minutes.  Because we 

did have a very large number of people attend the Oberon session, I set a 

time limit at that session of three minutes for individuals so that as many 

people as possible had the opportunity to speak.  And, because this session 

is part of the same public inquiry I’ve also have set a time limit of three 30 

minutes for tonight. 

 The only exception is I’ve allowed 11 minutes for Mayor Rush to speak at the 

start because he’ll be speaking on behalf of the Council. 

 To help you keep track on the time, **** will give each speaker a time warning 

one minute prior to the end of their allotted time and **** will provide a more 35 

detailed rundown of the procedures in a moment. 

 My duty today is to listen to what you have to say not to answer questions and 

I need to make it clear that I don’t have the power to resolve any specific 

issues or identify solutions to particular complaints that any of you might have 

about the proposal or the Local Government reform process today. 40 

 I’ll just quickly run through the process that I’m required to follow under the 

Local Government Act.  Firstly, just to be clear, I’m examining a proposal for 
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the merger of the Bathurst and Oberon Local Government areas into a single, 

new Local Government area with a new governing body and you’ve got the 

details in the handouts that were on your chairs. 

 The public inquiry is one step in the process.  The other things I’m required to 

do are to call for written submissions and to prepare a report on the proposal, 5 

having due regard to factors that are set out in Section 263(3) of the Act and 

those factors which I must consider are the financial advantages or 

disadvantages of the proposal, communities of interest and geographic 

cohesion, the existing historical and traditional values and the impact of 

change, the attitude of residents and ratepayers, elected representation, the 10 
impact of the proposal on the ability of the Council to provide adequate, 

equitable and appropriate services and facilities, employment impacts for 

staff, rural impacts, wards, the opinions of diverse communities and any other 

relevant factors and those factors are spelt out in detail in your handouts and 

on the website and I would encourage you to look at those details because 15 

there’s a bit more explanation there. 

 Once I’ve concluded my examination process I then will prepare a report to 

the Minister and to the Boundaries Commission.  The Boundaries 

Commission will review and provide comment on the report and provide those 

comments to the Minister for Local Government.  The Minister will then 20 

consider the report, together with any comments from the Boundaries 

Commission, and may or may not recommend to the Governor of New South 

Wales that the proposed merger be implemented, with our without 

modifications. 

 Of course, in addition to having the opportunity to speak at this public inquiry, 25 

members of the public may provide their views on the merger proposal by 

making a written submission.  If you wish to make a written submission and in 

your comments today if you’re speaking I’d encourage you to focus on one or 

more of the factors which I have just read out. 

 If you have written material prepared today that you haven’t been able to 30 

cover in your presentation, please feel free to send that in as a written 

submission, either online or by post.   

 My final report and all written submissions will be published at the end of the 

proposal examination process unless the author has requested that they’re 

treated confidentially. 35 

 And, just a reminder that submissions close at 5:00pm on Sunday the 28th of 

February and can be submitted either online or on the Council Boundary 

Review website or by mail where the details are, again, in your handout. 

 I’ll now hand over to **** just to run through the procedures and I look forward 

to hearing your views.  Thanks. 40 

Facilitator: Thanks, Renata.  It’s my job now to be annoying again, for those of you who 

remember me from this afternoon, and to keep you on time and to keep the 

inquiry running.  We have to be out of here at 10:00pm.  At the moment we 
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have about 20 speakers which we will be able to do easily but, as Renata 

said, because we had so many this afternoon we had to have that three-

minute time allocation. 

 The only difference to that is Mayor Gary Rush who, along with the Mayor 

from Oberon, have 11 minutes because they are representing the Councils.   5 

 If your ideas – and I did say this this afternoon as well – if your ideas have 

already been expressed and you decide that you don’t want to speak, then 

what you need to do is to let me know and/or let Bryce know – Bryce is over 

there in the red tie – and we’ll cut you off the list. 

 What I’d like to do is to just ask, because I’ve had quite a few people from this 10 

afternoon say – because what I’d normally do is that I’d say, at two minutes, I 

say, “You have one minute left,” using the microphone.  However, I can do, 

“You have one minute left,” by ringing this bell.  Would you prefer that I had 

the bell? Okay.  Consider it done. 

 However, what that means is that at three minutes I will be quite firm and I will 15 

come and stand here and say, “You need to finish now,” and I’m sorry, Mr 

Mayor, but I’m going to do the same thing for you at ten minutes.  So, at ten 

minutes you’ll hear the bell and then I’ll come and – - - 

 Could you please ensure that you are in an aisle seat or close to the aisle and 

be ready to move directly to the lectern when we get to the next number after 20 

you.  I’ll be calling people by their numbers.  Remember that we are recording 

this as well. 

 It’s now time to start the inquiry.  Remember that you’ll be addressing Ms 

Brooks directly and the lectern has been set up here so that you can talk to 

her directly and so I’d like to call on Mayor Rush to come to the microphone 25 

for his 11-minute presentation and then we’ll have speaker number two after 

that.  Thank you very much. 

Gary: Thank you and good evening everybody and a particular welcome to the 

delegate, Renata Brooks, here to Bathurst and I’d also like to acknowledge 

the presence of Mayor **** Sajowitz from Oberon Council and all those 30 

Oberon people here in Bathurst this evening. 

 As part of the process enacted by the Government some time ago, all 

Councils, 152 of us, had to submit to the State Government a proposal which 

determined whether we were going to be deemed Fit for the Future or not Fit 

for the Future.  Bathurst Regional Council embraced the opportunity to reflect 35 

upon our business, our organisation and to determine what it was that we had 

to do to make ourselves financially sustainable into the future whilst, at the 

same time, providing high quality service and amenity and infrastructure.  We 

did so.  We submitted our application and I’m pleased to state what most 

people would realise, that Bathurst has been deemed Fit for the Future both 40 

financially and in scale and capacity.   
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 I want to paint a picture about Bathurst Regional Council.  We have an 

objective which is to be the most prosperous regional centre in Australia, 

economically, socially and culturally.  This year our budget is $189 million 

which is up some $50 million from the previous year’s budget.  Of that $189 

million we gain in revenue from rates and charges in the order of $66 million.  5 

You can see that that’s a big gap and it is consistent with previous years.  

Now, where we generate that revenue from is through grants, which a lot of 

Councils do.  We are very proactive in sourcing funding from the State 

Government and the Federal Government and we are also entrepreneurial.  

We are one of few regional Councils in Australia that could truly call ourselves 10 
entrepreneurial.  I will come to some of our entrepreneurial traits a bit later on. 

 We have in excess of 60 educational institutions here in Bathurst and I just 

want to paint a picture about an examination of our balance sheet.  We have 

land and buildings currently valued at $207 million.  We have a holding of 

residential building blocks, 2,400, in fact, that once they are realised at market 15 

will produce $426 million revenue. 

 We have industrial landholdings that, by the same application, will produce 

$104 million.   

 We gain an annual rent from our land and buildings of two million dollars.   

 Now, what that tells us is, you add the numbers up, along with our 20 

infrastructure, our total assets are in excess of one billion dollars and, in fact, 

this year rose to one billion and eighty thousand dollars.   

 We do have a debt in Bathurst Regional Council.  We owe $22 million.  We 

have invested $70 million.  Some people will say we have a significant 

backlog.  Our backlog is $50 million.  Now, when you consider, in the context 25 

of the balance sheet, our total asset value, what we have invested, what we 

have yet to realise in residential land sales, industrial land sales and our 

current holding of land and building, I think anybody who has an 

understanding of balance sheets would soon realise that our debt ratio is 

particularly low and is well within the boundaries of what is prescribed.   30 

 And, I might just say, our objective is to continue to look at borrowing money.  

We do so because we do see an opportunity for this Council and this region to 

continue to make investment in productive infrastructure, in other words, 

infrastructure that is going to produce a revenue stream, that will add 

significantly to the economic development of Bathurst and the Bathurst 35 

surrounds.   

 I’ll give you an example of some of the resources that we have available to us.  

We will have amongst 13 Council-sponsored events this year, we will have 

three events – and I’ll just identify three – that will run for three weeks, so 

three events, three weeks, that will inject a total of $40 million into the local 40 

economy.  One of those events is occurring this weekend, an internationally 

acclaimed event that sees 11 significant motor vehicle manufacturers, that will 

see drivers from 15 countries and I have just come from a function whereby 

we welcomed them.  This event will be streamed live to the world on Sunday 
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and live to one of the main broadcasting channels, Channel 7, for 12½ hours 

on Sunday.  The reason I tell you this is that Bathurst Regional Council are a 

50 percent partner in this event, as we are a partner in the other great event 

that occurs at Mount Panorama, which is the Supercheap Auto 1000.  The 

other reason for sharing this with you is that we have six full-time events 5 

management personnel.  We are one of few regional Councils right round 

Australia that have such resource available to us.   

 What that suggests to me is that if we are driving and playing our role in 

driving economic development here in Bathurst, driving the visitor economy, 

six full-time event management personnel, two full-time media personnel, and 10 
we are about to appoint a full-time digital media person, demonstrates to 

anybody, by any measure, that we have the scale and capacity to deliver. 

 Now, our endeavour to increase and provide economic development here is 

pretty simple, it’s a simple formula, that the more that we can do to make this 

economy prosperous and make this region prosperous, the more money that 15 

will flow into Council coffers and it will support our ongoing objective which is 

to make Bathurst and the Bathurst region the most prosperous region in 

Australia economically, socially and culturally and you cannot provide social 

and cultural infrastructure, you cannot create that fabric without finance and 

without the strong backing of finance and without the determination of a 20 

Council. 

 And, let me describe the Council and the Councillors.  It is an independent 

Council.  There are two Councillors out of nine that are members of political 

parties.  I am one and one of my other Councillor colleagues is another one 

and I can say to everybody present here that our membership of political 25 

parties plays no role in our assessment of any issue and never gets in the 

way of the effective conduct of our Council meetings.  We are a truly 

independent group of nine Councillors who work very cohesively together to 

deliver our objective and to continue to provide the high quality and levels of 

service and amenity that this community has grown accustomed to and we 30 

will continue to provide that level of service and amenity.   

 The projected growth rates of Bathurst over the course of the next 15 years, 

we are projected to be the fastest-growing regional centre in New South 

Wales.  The 30 percent growth, 40 percent of that growth will be in the age 

demographic 65 plus.  The largest number of people, the single place that has 35 

contributed to the increase in population, the one source, is Oberon and I 

think so, too, for the basis that we have good service and amenity here and 

many people choose to seek that out.  

 Bathurst Regional Council is ultimately a combination and is the result of a 

merger between Bathurst City Council and Evans Shire Council in 2004.  We 40 

have been through it before.  We are well-practised at it.  We have had the 

experience of welcoming 5,000 rural residents.  We acquired 1,000 kilometres 

of rural roads.  So, I think it is fair to say that we have an expertise and a 

knowledge around rural roads and we have a knowledge and an expertise 

around rural-dwelling people. 45 
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 If it is so deemed by the State Government that these two Councils are to be 

merged I can assure everybody here of a couple of things.  One is that we 

would approach this in a professional manner and in a manner that is going to 

deliver the continued provision of service and amenity, the continued 

provision of infrastructure to all community members and to all communities.   5 

 We have seven villages within Bathurst Regional Council.  If the merger then 

determined that the larger Council certainly would have more, it would 

certainly have Oberon and other villages, I don’t see any reason why we 

would not continue to provide that high level of service and amenity. 

 So, I can assure you that would be our endeavour and we would also 10 
endeavour to make this merger, if it so happens, successful.  We would be 

focused on a positive outcome, we would be focused on delivering financial 

sustainability and the provision of service and amenity into the future and we 

would not differentiate and I’m sure any Councillor, whether they be from 

Oberon or Bathurst or Sofala or Hill End or Trunkey or Burraga, or Black 15 

Springs, would not differentiate where they live in the course of that 

endeavour.  Thank you. 

Facilitator: Could I ask speaker number two to come to the podium please? And, whilst 

he’s doing that could I just remind you about two things? Make sure your 

mobile phones are turned to silent and also if you could state your name when 20 

you start your presentation, that would be great, if everyone could do that and 

over to you when you’re ready, thank you. 

Speaker 2: ****.  I’m just wanting to make some comments pertinent to this consideration.  

The Mayor has outlined some very good things.  Unfortunately, there are 

some rather bad things and I just want to touch on them.  In three minutes I 25 

can do no more.   

 First of all, the Council has some grave financial problems.  I’ve outlined these 

in a succession of Section 420 submissions and the Council has never denied 

these matters, never, ever. 

 Now, that’s dealt with that.  Now, planning.  This Council has had the dubious 30 

record in the case of Manning versus the Bathurst Regional Council in the 

New South Wales Land and Environment Court – it has had the dubious 

record of having had the most damning commentary, judgement made by any 

court in Australia in the history of Local Government and I invite you all – and, 

Madam delegate, you particularly – to look up that judgement. 35 

 Now, that judgement only arose or the necessity to go to court only arose 

because the Council has a very poor record when it comes to dealing with 

code of conduct complaints.  The reason why it hasn’t got the same number 

of Oberon is that it positively discourages it. 

 Now, I was forced eventually to seek the assistance of the Mayor which he 40 

gave immediately – which he gave immediately – to even get access to make 

a code of conduct complaint.   
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 Now, representation.  I, too, was involved in the amalgamation.  The point 

about it is there was representation for the first Council, amalgamated 

Council.  There isn’t now.  There’s not one Councillor, to the best of my belief, 

who is resident in the old Evans Shire. 

 And, my final comment is that one of the most important aspects of any 5 

Council is that it treats all of its ratepayers equally.  Now, I have been trying to 

make a code of conduct complaint which specifically addresses this and I will 

include in my submission a copy of that code of conduct complaint.  Thank 

you. 

Facilitator: Could we have speaker number three? Do we have speaker number three? 10 
Okay.  Speaker number four. 

Speaker 4: Ms Brooks.  My name is **** and my wife and I have a cattle farm on the 

outskirts of Oberon.  We’ve been there for 52 years.  First up I’d like to make it 

quite clear that there’s no animosity between myself, Council and the people 

of Bathurst.  I want to make that quite clear because right through the course 15 

of this ordeal, this process, volatility, hostility has come out and it’s 

unfortunate that it has but it’s just a natural happening when something drags 

on like it has but I have no personal animosity to the people of Bathurst. 

 I want talk tonight about people.  Now, I think any Council is based on people.  

We can all sit back and receive an edict from the Government to do this and 20 

do that but the people are the ones who should have the final say.  In our 

case, Paul Toole has done a tremendous job in Bathurst, I know, and even 

before this issue he’d done some good work in Oberon as well but, 

unfortunately, Paul, to our thinking, has fallen by the wayside, particularly 

when he became the Minister for Local Government and when that happened 25 

we lost our member. 

 We invited Paul to come as the Member for Bathurst – I was going to say 

Oberon – the Member for Bathurst, to come to Oberon to numerous meetings 

but Paul hasn’t fronted once and that was a big disappointment to me and a 

big disappointment to the community of Oberon.   30 

 Also Paul promised, pre-election, before his election and even after his 

election, that there would be no forced amalgamation and I emphasis forced 

because it was going to be forced.  Oberon were never going to submit to an 

amalgamation or a merger voluntarily so it was a forced amalgamation that 

Paul had in mind.  Golly, that three minutes went quickly.   35 

Facilitator: No, two. 

Speaker 4: That’s two.  I’d better hurry up.  The IPART findings on Oberon and, of 

course, Ms Brooks would be well aware of the results of the IPART findings, 

but Oberon performed very well.  We performed.  We ticked all the boxes.  All 

the boxes were ticked except the scale and capacity and, apparently, we were 40 

about 50 people short of fulfilling that as well. 
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 We hope that the recent activity in Oberon and is going to happen will change 

that and that we will, in fact, be Fit for the Future.   

 I won’t go through the pros and cons of what we have in Oberon, a massive 

timber complex, of course, the biggest in the southern hemisphere.  We have 

a tourist trade that is increasing.  Every week there are more and more 5 

tourists coming to town.  We have Mayfield Garden which is great facility. 

Facilitator: Sorry, that’s three minutes.  Finishing sentence. 

Speaker 4: And, the Jenolan Caves, of course, and so I welcome Mayor Rush’s 

comments on Bathurst, what they’ve achieved, I’m sorry, ****, on what they’ve 

achieved and what we are proposing as a regional area as against a country 10 

town.  There’s a huge difference. 

Facilitator: Could I have speaker number five, please? 

Speaker 5: Ms Brooks.  My name is ****.  I am 18 years old and have lived in Oberon for 

the entirety of my life.  This evening I would like to express to you the views of 

a young Oberon citizen in regard to the proposed amalgamation of Oberon 15 

Shire Council into Bathurst Regional Council. 

 Tonight I will discuss with you some of the reasons I believe that this 

amalgamation will negatively impact the community of Oberon. 

 The Oberon Council is a major employer in Oberon with jobs ranging from 

administration, engineering staff and even swimming pool attendants.  The 20 

Oberon Council has provided me, as well as many other young people in 

Oberon, with their first jobs and training to set them for a lifetime of jobs with 

the swimming pool which is Council-owned and operated. 

 The Council subsidise any training that is a requirement of the job such as 

pool lifeguard training and first aid training.  If this amalgamation was to take 25 

place we would not be guaranteed these same opportunities and the new 

Council could decide that it is simply too expensive to run a swimming pool in 

Oberon, directing us to use the aquatic centre in Bathurst.   

 This brings me to my next point, the reduction in activities for youth in our 

town.  Currently there are many things a young person can do in Oberon such 30 
as use our swimming pool, going to the library or utilise the various sporting 

fields provided by our Council.  With amalgamation it is more than likely that 

either the prices of these venues will go up or the venues will be eradicated 

completely.  Youth would have less opportunity for activities due to them 

being too expensive or the fact that they simply cannot travel into Bathurst to 35 

do the things that they love. 

 Oberon Council has for the last two years been operating a youth Council, 

allowing the young people within the community to be involved in community 

projects and to gain an insight into the operations of Local Government.  I 

have been involved within the youth Council since its inception and have, for 40 

the last 12 months been the deputy youth Mayor.  It is very upsetting that with 
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amalgamation our youth Council would consequently come to an end.  While 

we would be able to join in with the Bathurst youth Council, the chance would 

be a lot smaller due to competition.   

 There is a strong sense of community in Oberon which comes with being a 

small town.  Everyone knows each other and we are all treated equally, with 5 

respect, and have a good relationship with our Councillors.  I feel that we 

would lose this with the amalgamation because we don’t know everybody in 

Bathurst. 

 Local Council is for local communities.  Whilst we share the same 

geographical part of the state with Bathurst, our ideals are entirely different.  10 
Oberon is a rural Council dealing with rural issues and concerns.  Bathurst is 

a city Council with different requirements than those of Oberon.  We already 

share a local state representative for this area, why do we need to share a 

Council as well?  

 We in Oberon are well-represented as we are and wouldn’t it be much more 15 

beneficial to our state to have a more diverse government? Thank you. 

Facilitator: Thank you very much.  Speaker six, please. 

Speaker 6: Ms Brooks, my name’s **** and I would like to submit that the proposed 

merger of Oberon Council is contextually inappropriate, will have a negative 

impact on the employment of Council staff, particularly women, and other 20 

industries within the community.  It will impact on our community’s democratic 

right to have equitable and fair representation on community issues. 

 It will impact on our community being provided with adequate and equitable 

services and facilities and is detrimental to the interests of the Oberon 

community. 25 

 Oberon is steeped in a tradition of rural and timber enterprise.  As our local 

Council is rural and just that, local and rural, it is also steeped in the tradition 

on which it was formed.  It understands our demographics and provides 

contextually relevant Local Government initiatives, services and facilities 

appropriate for our setting. 30 

 The proposed merger into a super Council with Bathurst Regional Council 

would see a very real loss and deterioration of our historical and traditional 

values, the very things on which our community was formed and sets us apart 

from our city counterpart, Bathurst.  We are two very different Council areas 

with a whole set of different needs that cannot be adequately catered for by 35 

one super Council. 

 Oberon experiences a low employment rate of 2.1 percent, as of November 

2015 and employment in Oberon is derived from a range of industry.  The 

Oberon Council itself is a major employer in the community, employing a total 

of 83 employees of which 34 percent are women.   40 
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 The New South Wales Local Government operational and management 

effectiveness report from April 2015 states that women face more challenges 

progressing to senior levels in larger Councils than in smaller Councils.  The 

overall median proportion of female managers and above is 31 percent but in 

large Councils it’s 28 percent.  The Oberon Council currently employs 33 5 

percent of women at manager level and above. 

 The merger of Oberon Council with Bathurst Regional Council will see a 

substantial loss of employment with the local community.  Women in particular 

will be adversely disadvantaged with their opportunities to be employed in 

corporate senior levels vastly depleted.  They will either have to seek 10 
employment elsewhere locally, travel to Bathurst, relocate or be unemployed 

and valuable skills and pools of talent, of diversity, will be lost. 

 It will also be a nail in the coffin for any youth of our community seeking a 

career in Local Government.  This will have devastating effect on our 

community.  Travelling to larger centres for employment will affect local 15 

businesses as household budgets will be spent elsewhere.  Relocation will 

affect schools, businesses and local industry. 

 Our state politicians would have us believe there are substantial savings to be 

made through the proposal of amalgamating Oberon and Bathurst.  These 

suggested savings don’t add up.  I would have thought that the staff of 20 

Bathurst Regional Council, like the staff at Oberon Council, already work to 

capacity in the delivery of services to their communities.  Is State Government 

suggesting that Bathurst Regional Council staff are not by expecting them to 

manage and facilitate another complete area or will extra staff be employed 

by Bathurst Regional Council to cope with the workload? Therefore, jobs lost 25 

to Oberon will be jobs gained in Bathurst. 

Facilitator: I just want to double check we don’t have number seven here.  If you are a 

registered speaker then please don’t forget to get a number and can we move 

to speaker number eight now, please? 

Speaker 8: My name’s ****.  I’m a resident of Yetholme in the Bathurst Regional Council.  30 

By way of background I have lived in this area for over 35 years, firstly in the 

Bathurst city for under 20 years and then I moved from Bathurst into the 

neighbouring Evans Shire to Yetholme.  A few years amalgamation with 

Bathurst city occurred in March – formally in March 2005.   

 While I was in my earlier time in Bathurst I did serve two terms on the 35 

Bathurst City Council back in the late ‘80s, early ‘90s.  I was personally 

opposed to amalgamations, very much so, when it occurred with Evans.  The 

bureaucracy dictating us again, telling us what to do, the city would gain and 

the rural areas would lose out, as being expressed here tonight, were all 

concerns that I had to a great degree.  Our services would not be forthcoming, 40 

roads, etcetera, which are important to us in the rural areas and the collection 

of rubbish, etcetera, were things that concerned me so I can well understand 

residents’ current position and opposition to any proposal. 
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 It’s taken a long time, around 12 years, since the whole process started with 

amalgamation previously with Evans Council but I believe now the 

amalgamation has turned out to be a good thing for the villages in the 

Bathurst regional area, ours at least, at Yetholme.  It may not be the case 

everywhere but regional Council does support the villages and takes an 5 

interest in our affairs, not to control us but to support us. 

 Council meets in Yetholme village once a year as it does in the other villages 

around the region as well and our concerns are heard.  This usually results in 

most issues raised being attended to at least before the next annual meeting.  

We are heard and action is taken.   10 

 After the amalgamation the regional Council implemented a comprehensive 

village improvement programme which since its inception in 2005 has 

provided over one million dollars, $1.1 million, in fact, to villages in the 

Bathurst Regional Council area and, in Yetholme’s case, this has allowed us 

to improve our local hall which is the central meeting place in our village.  This 15 

wouldn’t have happened previously.  All other villages in the region have 

benefited from this programme as well.   

 We’ve found that if we’re prepared to put in the effort Council is happy to 

support us.    

 Notably also, is the fact that Councillors who don’t live in the old Evans Shire 20 

area do take an interest in us and have assisted us with small projects that we 

asked for help with, even suggesting support from Council before we ask, on 

some occasions.  This has been done without any ward system being in 

place.   

 So far as the rural village areas are concerned I believe that in the long term 25 

amalgamation can be a good thing.  That said, it’s not a one-size-fits-all 

situation and I can only speak from my experience in Yetholme.  Thank you. 

Facilitator: Can I have speaker number nine to the podium, please? Could I just remind 

you that this is actually session two of the inquiry and people have the 

opportunity to speak just once to the delegate.  So, just a reminder about that. 30 

Speaker 9: **** from Trunkey Creek.  This is interesting because back when Evans and 

Bathurst City were amalgamated we had a blue too and it sorted itself out 

eventually, as the Government said, “Right, that’s it.”  

 I’m from Trunkey Creek.  I’ve been President of the Association of Trunkey 

Creek for the last 12 years until this year.  The previous speaker spoke about 35 

a village improvement fund which was each year for – it would be a few years 

– was $200,000.  Most of the infrastructure in the villages have been built, 

renovated or renewed.  Trunkey Creek received $172,738 and 80 cents over 

this period.  The village improvement fund still exists with the funds now 

reduced to $2,800 per village but this year it went to help to pay for curtains 40 

and a new fridge and new tables in the hall over the past three years.  That’s 

what we did with the money. 
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 We had $20,000 in the kitty for a new tennis court.  We got $65,000 from the 

allocation per year and we had built a tennis court, volleyball court, netball 

court, which is well-used today, right next to the school.  A fence around 

Anzac Park which was definitely needed.  The stall – anyone from here that’s 

been to the Trunkey Show would know the old stalls were there for, what, 27 5 

years.  We had new ones.  We got money from Council for the stalls and then 

the fellows from the jail, the outreach group, came down and put it up for us.   

 Refurbished the old tennis shed on the rec grounds, new floor, new linings, 

total paint job, insulation and some plumbing and power points, over three 

years. 10 

 Storage shed on the hall, a new floor on the existing epicentre which now the 

rain runs off it, doesn’t pool on it.   

 It was interesting, the first election, the 5th of March 2005, saw a former Mayor 

of Evans Shire elected, Norm Mann.  He was eventually to become Mayor of 

Bathurst Regional Council.  Paul Toole, from a farming background became 15 

Mayor and he is now meat in the sandwich, which most of you could 

understand. 

 In the end, we had no choice.  At the meeting – at one meeting I 

recommended that Evans Shire was short of money because it had been run 

as a rural shire and I recommended all rates had to go up $100 per ratepayer 20 

which would have netted another quarter of a million dollars.  Too late, the 

axe fell and since then we haven’t looked back. 

 The amalgamation of Abercrombie and Turon shires was before my time but 

some still railed against it for years down the track.  It’s a little different this 

time but the fight’s still the same.  Thank you for listening. 25 

Facilitator: Thank you very much.  Could we have speaker number 10 to the podium, 

please? 

Speaker 10: Thank you, Ms Brooks, for allowing me to speak tonight on the proposed 

amalgamation of Oberon and Bathurst Councils.  My name is **** and I’m 

chairman of the Oberon anti-amalgamation committee.  I wish to state from 30 

the outset that I’m opposed to amalgamation either voluntary or forced and 

know that I represent the views of the overwhelming majority of the Oberon 

community. 

 There are many things I could speak about tonight but I’m going to restrict 

myself to just one main topic and leave many other things unsaid.  Oberon is 35 

not a village that can be absorbed into Bathurst.  It is a vibrant, viable, self-

supporting rural town that is 50 kilometres distant from Bathurst.  It was 

proclaimed over 150 years ago and had its own Council for well over 100 

years.  It is a rural Council in tune with and in step with the wishes and desires 

of rural people and their values.   40 

 The town has developed a strong, progressive and responsible local identity 

and achieved a demonstrable community pride and optimism which is 
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evidenced by its many strongly viable businesses, its agriculture, its medical 

and aged care facilities, its social, sporting and cultural and service clubs and 

religious organisations.   

 The community feels that many of these will be lost if we are forced to 

amalgamate.   5 

 Oberon is a rural town of farms, forests and mountains with a very sizeable 

manufacturing base whereas Bathurst is a large, regional city with different 

needs and priorities.  Amalgamation will result in a loss of services, jobs and 

identity, an increase in rates, a loss of retail opportunities and, most 

importantly, a loss of representation. 10 

 I’d like to quote from the Oberon-Bathurst merger proposal, issued by the 

New South Wales government in January 2016, just a few days ago, and I 

quote: “While a merged Council will increase the current ratio of residents to 

elected Councillors, the new ratio is likely to be comparable with the levels 

currently experienced by other communities across regional New South 15 

Wales.” But, Ms Brooks, I want to emphasise to you, Oberon will have no 

elected representative in an amalgamated Council and believe that this is the 

most important consideration that you can convey to Mr Toole.   

 This is the most shameful part of the whole process.  Our forebears fought 

wars to protect our freedoms and democratic rights and here is a 20 

democratically elected government casting us adrift.  Once we lose our voice 

we’ll lose our identity and the town will wither and die.    

 Rural Local Government, because of its closeness the people is democratic 

and just, is accountable, understandable and equitable.  It has a flexibility not 

available to large organisations and is available to respond to the diverse 25 

needs of individuals and the community.  It is required to be helpful to every 

citizen and all businesses both large and small.  Local communities need 

Local Government.  Oberon Council must stand alone.  There is not one 

scintilla of evidence to indicate that there are any benefits, financial or 

otherwise, for Oberon in this amalgamation process.   30 

Facilitator: That’s three minutes, thanks. 

Speaker 10: The cost to us is certainty and the benefits are a promise.  The Oberon 

community does not want Bathurst.  Thank you. 

Facilitator: We are a little more than halfway through our speaker list.  If you had earlier 

registered to be a speaker please make sure you’ve got a number.  If you 35 

haven’t registered previously you can actually still register because we do 

have time tonight.  So, just go out into the area there and get a number, if you 

would like to register to speak.  So, with that being said, I’d like to invite 

number 12 up to the podium. 

Speaker 12: Thank you.  This is my submission speech to the Boundary Review 40 

Commission against any forced amalgamation.  We don’t want to merge with 

Bathurst, unfortunately. 
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 Let’s begin with the question on everyone’s lips.  Somehow we’ve not been 

given any opportunity to hear from Mr Toole or Mr Baird about any of the 

benefits.  Not one.  It would have been really good to have a two-sided 

debate.  Unfortunately we are here left with only a one-sided debate which is 

not fair.   5 

 I’m ****, I’m a teacher at St Joseph’s at Oberon and I know Paul Toole was a 

teacher also and an REC.   

 I’m going to go off on a tangent: integrity.  The understanding is moral 

excellence, honesty and wholeness.  These are a minimum expectation we 

deserve from local representation.  This has not happened and we have been 10 
thrown under a bus.   

 The Honourable Paul Toole said he would not force Oberon into an 

amalgamation in 2011.  Look at us now.  We are fighting for our own 

community and we have no support and no help from Mr Toole when we need 

him the most.   15 

 This is shameful.  Someone needs to be accountable for this.  I don’t know 

who because no one’s going to put their hand up.   

 Bathurst is a lovely place, don’t get me wrong.  I’ve played rugby league here.  

I went to CSU here and I’ve got a lot of good friends in Bathurst and the 

community.  We are not a suitable choice to merge with Bathurst.  We are 20 

rural and we have totally different needs within our community and we should 

not be forced to merge when our Council is in such a strong position.  We 

ticked two of those boxes.  One was totally unrealistic.   

 So, what I did, I questioned my students.  We had a debate on this issue 

because it’s a real issue in our community.   25 

 Anyway, I’ll get to the point.  They get it.  They got it.  Our government does 

not get anything.   

 We’ve got such good facilities out at Oberon.  We don’t need any money.  We 

don’t need any help from anybody.  Bigger is not better.  These are real kids, 

these are real families and we are real people.  You cannot take our voice.  30 
You can’t change the goalposts and expect us to change our minds.  We’re 

going nowhere. 

 On reflection I wanted to put something forward.  Bathurst is nine times the 

size of Oberon.  You take your Council, see what representation you’ve got 

when you’re trying to merge with another town nine times your size.  Good 35 

luck.  That’s how we feel here in Oberon. 

 Wouldn’t it be nice to be heard and valued? Come out and have a look at our 

town.  Base this on a real assessment like real people, like we do with our 

kids at school.  We give them fairness, justice.  We have not had any of that.  

We, as a rural community should be set real targets not assumed figures from 40 

some pen pusher.  Seriously.   
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Facilitator: Can you finish up? 

Speaker 12: I sure can.  We are sustainable in the past, we are sustainable in the present, 

we will continue to be sustainable in the future.  This is my community, this is 

their community and this is our community.  Don’t change what’s not broke. 

Facilitator: Thank you very much.  Could I have speaker number 16 to the podium, 5 

please? 

Speaker 16: Ms Brooks, ****, Oberon.  I listened to Gary Rush’s speech.  Took 11 minutes.  

What surprised me, there was not one mention of one advantage the 

amalgamation will give Oberon.  Now, wouldn’t you think the Mayor who is 

pushing for an amalgamation would at least come up with a few? Not one.  10 

Maybe there are none.  Anyway, that’s all I want to say on that matter.   

 I want to talk about the IPART result that gave Oberon the thumbs down, in 

only one area, and that was population.  It’s interesting.  Oberon has got a 

very unusual demographic.  Twenty-eight percent of the landholders are 

absentee.  Now, projected population levels for Oberon projected a drop in 15 

population.  I don’t think they looked at the possibility that that twenty-eight 

percent absentee landholder could possibly retire and move into Oberon.   

 The other area that was never looked at – I know this is not part of your brief – 

why not change the boundaries in terms of taking in villages like Tarana which 

philosophically really are part of Oberon, the road running out to the Great 20 

Western Highway, the road running to the Jenolan Caves Road? These are 

all areas that weren’t even looked at which tells me that the State Government 

is not really interested in a solution.  They have an agenda.  I don’t know what 

this agenda is but I have a hunch that there’s an agenda, maybe eventually, 

to do away with Local Government in this country. 25 

 And, even Councils like Bathurst at the moment are sitting pretty or think they 

are, maybe down the track, in the future, they may not survive an 

amalgamation either. I’ll leave that at that.   

 One little area that interests me is the fluoridation of our water supply.  Now, 

the State Government some time back now, pushed the issue of fluoridation.  30 

It was a very hotly disputed debate in Oberon.  The Council voted against 

fluoridation, as they have always done, and I just wonder whether Bathurst 

would push fluoridation onto the residents of Oberon because in the past they 

have not wanted it, they don’t want it now, they don’t want it in the future.  

That’s just something that I think should be taken into consideration because, 35 

as I said, it’s been voted down every time.   

 That’s about all I want to say.  Thank you. 

Facilitator: Can I ask speaker number 19 to come to the podium? Thank you. 

Speaker 19: Ms Brooks, it’s a pleasure to be here speaking on behalf of my new home 

town.  I used to be a resident of Wingecarribee Shire Council and I moved to 40 

Oberon four years ago because of its speed.  It’s hard to explain.  It’s not like 
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the speed of Bathurst, that’s very, very fast.  It’s slow and easy and the people 

are so friendly and it’s the quiet, it’s the fresh air, it’s the beautiful nature.   

 The other thing I discovered, moving to Oberon was I actually had a political 

voice.  I was actually able to engage with the community and with the 

Councillors and I actually had my first experience of being engaged with 5 

government and government process.  I fear that if the merger were to go 

ahead that Oberon residents would lose their democracy, their right to speak 

about what they’re passionate about.   

 Also, I’d like to make a comment about this entire process.  Speaking in public 

is something that I find terrifying.  I always have and I’m finding it terrifying 10 
now but it’s important enough to me to be here, to voice my opinion because 

it’s the difference between stress and love.  It’s stressful but I love my 

community, I love my town more than the fear of being here and I think it’s 

very important that you acknowledge the amount of Oberon people that have 

taken the time today to be at this meeting and the first session earlier today in 15 

order to voice their opinions.   

 I know there’s been duplication and the reason I’m not bringing up any points 

other than the fact that I love my village, is because I’ve been coming to 

Bathurst for over 15 years for educational events at CSU.  I had the option to 

move to Bathurst.  I chose not to.  Every time, coming from the southern 20 

highlands I’d be driving through Oberon, I’m going, “My god, I’m going to live 

here one day.  This is gorgeous.  Beautiful.  Nature.” I don’t want that spoilt 

and I think the people that are taking care of it now, they know what they’re 

doing, they’re passionate about their town and if that was taken away from us, 

that would be tantamount to a criminal act.  I want to be on the record and I 25 

want Mr Baird and Mr Toole to know that.  Thank you. 

Facilitator: Could I please ask speaker number 20 to come to the podium, thanks? 

Speaker 20: Yes, thanks for the opportunity to speak, Ms Brooks and **** as the mediator.  

I’ve been a resident of Bathurst for 40 years.  I moved to Bathurst with the 

Central Mapping Authority, moved up from Sydney and have enjoyed the 30 

benefits which were outlined by Gary in his opening address but, for me, I 

think the big part of this particular discussion is communication. 

 I’m neutral in terms of whether Bathurst amalgamates or doesn’t amalgamate 

but listening to the passion of the people from Oberon today, it seems to me 

it’s a tale of two cities.  You’ve got Bathurst who’s basically fairly economically 35 

stable and so forth, as is Oberon, but it seems to me the big failure in this 

particular process has been communication at the top.  I think what we need 

to do is maintain the integrity of each of the two locations and we need to 

move forward.  

 Just looking at the inequity between the two towns and cities, in fact, just 40 

going through the notes from the web page, you’ve got Bathurst, a population 

of 42,000.  You’ve got Oberon, a population of 5,000.  You’ve got similar sort 

of geographies in terms of size.  Bathurst, a billion dollars in assets.  Oberon, 

$120 million in assets.  To me, as a ratepayer of Bathurst, that can only mean 
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one thing.  Moving ahead, if the amalgamation did happen, would my rates go 

up? Logically you would think yes.  Would the delivery of service be 

maintained? That’s something we need to work out in the future. 

 I think, to me, as a person to determine whether we go forward or not go 

forward, we need more discussion.  There’s more questions and answers.  I 5 

have an open view.  Okay.  If it works, it works, but listening to the passion 

today from the people from both sides, I don’t think it’s going to work based on 

what I’ve heard today but that can be addressed by further communication, 

further meetings. 

 I am a little bit disappointed the communication to date hasn’t been more 10 
open.  I have asked questions to the Minister myself.  I had no information.  

So, my advice to the Minister is more discussion, more forums, listen to the 

people.  The people have concerns.  If the people have concerns they need to 

be listened to.  From that point we can go forward.  That’s all I have to say.  

Thank you. 15 

Facilitator: Could I ask speaker number 21 to come to the podium, please? 

Male: On a procedural matter, Madam delegate, you specifically said the Mayor – 

Mayor Rush was given extra time because he spoke on behalf of the Council 

and we’ve now got two additional Councillors who are going to be speaking 

and speaking late.   20 

Renata: Thank you for raising that point.  I have allowed, in the entire public inquiry, 

Councillors who wish to speak on their own behalf to speak.  We had a 

number speak this afternoon and I’m comfortable with allowing an individual 

Councillor, provided he’s not speaking on behalf of the Council, and three 

minutes.   25 

Speaker 21: Thank you.  As I said, I’m a Councillor, ****.  I’m a resident, a ratepayer of 

Bathurst for 53 years this year.  I made a point of going out to Oberon today 

as a person who wanted to hear what was being said.  Quite clearly there was 

a lot of passion and, to give credit to a young lady tonight, and there were two 

– a young gentleman and a young girl who spoke very well about the passion 30 

about their town this morning and what’s got to be taken out of this debate is 

not what they have, what we have, what they’re going to take away from us.  

That’s something, I don’t know where this has come from.  As a person who’s 

lived in this region and prior to myself and seeing how we’ve grown, I’ve gone 

to Oberon many times to play sport, cricket and soccer.  I’ve gone out there 35 

many times when we go to Goulburn and go down to Batemans Bay and we 

stop in at Oberon.  A lot of Bathurst people do know about Oberon.  It was 

said today that we don’t know what’s at Oberon, that we don’t know about 

Mayfield, that we don’t know about Jenolan Caves.  We know about that.  We 

know that you had the Daffodil Festival there for years.   40 

 There’s a lot about Oberon that’s good and I think what makes Bathurst good 

is places like Oberon and what makes Oberon good is places like Bathurst but 

I can’t understand why people come in and say we’re going to close your 
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library, we’re going to shut down your pool, we’re going to do this.  It’s not 

about that.  It’s about this process.   

 Personally, people said if it’s not broke why have we got to change it? I’ve got 

an open view on this.  I’m wondering about – I hear the passion.  I know if this 

was to happen that we would give it our darnedest.  We were told that we’d 5 

forget them.  You don’t forget.  What is yours? When we became Bathurst 

City, we became Bathurst Regional, we looked as Bathurst Regional. 

 The EPA came in straight away – a lot of people didn’t know about this – and 

said all the tips fail.  “Do something about it.” We got told another area.  “This 

is failing, do something about it.” Evans didn’t have the capacity to fix it.  We 10 
didn’t increase our rates just for the Evans people.  We looked a holistic 

approach to all the region and if this was to go ahead – and I’m in two minds 

whether it should or shouldn’t be – but it should not be about the suggestion 

that we’ll take away things, that women will lose their jobs.  No one does that.  

What you do is the best people for the jobs.   15 

 You wouldn’t take jobs away from a community 50 kilometres away and travel 

into Bathurst because a gentleman made a comment today, I think it would 

cost an hour into Oberon from Bathurst and back of a day.  It just wouldn’t 

happen.  Logistically you wouldn’t do it.  It’s a waste.  You would maintain 

depots and all that.  That is up to whatever Council is elected if this is to go 20 

ahead but don’t bring it in what may or may not happen.  Let’s get this 

decision right and let, as your elected representative, which I’ve said all the 

way along, is let them have a chat to each other and I, as a Councillor, the 

only time I’ve ever made a submission was about this, to say let the 

Councillors work out the best way to go, not let the bureaucrats work it out.   25 

Facilitator: Thank you.  That’s three minutes.  Thank you.  We just have two more 

speakers, so if anyone else would like to register, please do so.  Could I ask 

speaker number 22 to come to the podium? 

Speaker 22: Good evening, Ms Brooks.  My name’s ****, I’m a Councillor on Bathurst 

Regional Council.  I was very interested by one of the early speakers who 30 

said that Local Government is about people and I think that that is the most 

important thing that has been said both this evening and this afternoon in 

Oberon. 

 I enjoy being on Bathurst Council because of the people.  I enjoy working with 

community groups because of the people.  In 2015 we had our bicentenary 35 

and it was about people.  Community groups work together as volunteers to 

put on events and to put on shows together. 

 We heard about the golf club in Oberon and its volunteers.  That will still 

continue.  People still with love their community, if it’s the small community of 

Hill End or the large community of Bathurst or the medium-sized community of 40 

Oberon.  We will still care, we will still love our community. 



 20 

 In Bathurst we have a neighbourhood centre.  In Oberon there’s a 

neighbourhood centre and those centres bring the neighbours together.  They 

bring the volunteers together and that is what makes our community special. 

 We need to work, if we have to merge, we need to work together.  We have 

an immense amount of passion from Oberon and I sincerely hope that that 5 

passion remains because they’re passionate about their life, their rural life and 

their town life and we, a Councillors, are passionate about our city and all of 

us, all nine of us – I must admit I am envious of Oberon that has three women 

on Council.  That’s good to have women on Council and I am sure that if the 

Oberon community gets behind the elections when they’re held, that we will 10 
have representation from Oberon but we need to move forward with goodwill. 

 I know that the Oberon Mayor communicates well with us and we look forward 

to working on a one-to-one level.   

 All the Councillors in Bathurst spend time listening to concerns and taking lots 

of phone calls.  So, Oberon, we looking forward to working with you.  We are 15 

quite sure that your volunteers and our volunteers have the same interest in 

their community.  Thank you. 

Facilitator: Could I ask speaker number 23 to come to the podium, please? 

Speaker 23: My name’s ****.  Thank you for letting me speak here tonight.  I wasn’t going 

to speak.  I’m not actually going to speak against anybody – what anybody’s 20 

said but I think I want to just express a bit of feeling that is in our community. 

 I suppose when you’re a smaller part or a smaller entity against a big entity, 

there’s always going to be a little bit of trepidation about what’s going to 

happen.   

 One of the big trepidations that we have is people are going to say – I’ve had 25 

people say this to me – that you’re going to be better off under Bathurst 

Council.  I would say that’s actually a self-righteous attitude.  Okay? Nobody 

can really tell you that you’re going to be better off.  Nobody can really say 

that, yes, we will look after you when they don’t even know that they’re going 

to have their own jobs in the future. 30 

 So, get back to the point, where people have said tonight, and, yes, I 

understand there’s been some people from the villages in the old Evans 

Shire, the new Bathurst Regional Council, come here and said they’ve done 

pretty good out of it.  Congratulations to Bathurst Council for doing that, for 

keeping them satisfied.  Oberon are not going to be satisfied with some 35 

curtains, we’re not going to be satisfied with a budget of one million dollars a 

year or $200,000 a year.  We already have a budget in our Council well in 

excess of that.  We also have jobs for people in Oberon.  Okay?  

 We have representation, okay, where people will listen to you.  I’m not saying 

that the Bathurst Councillors won’t listen to us but it’s not guaranteed.  Okay? 40 

Nothing’s guaranteed so when we’ve got something that we know what we 
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have why change to something that we don’t know what we have? Thank you 

very much. 

Speaker 24: Thank you very much for the opportunity to speak.  ****.  Just first off, if 

there’s any more of these government meetings perhaps you should have 

instructions on evacuation for people with disabilities.   5 

 That aside, a few things disconcerting tonight.  You say you won’t have an 

input with Council, whether it’s Bathurst leading the Council combined area or 

Oberon.  Currently I attend just about every Council meeting and policy 

meeting.  I don’t think there’s a Council meeting I don’t speak at.  There’s no 

restrictions apart from a five-minute time limit.  I’ve seen public question times 10 
where Councillors are quizzed that have run up to an hour and 15 minutes 

even though they say it goes for 15 minutes.   

 It’s the only Council in New South Wales that I know of that has a totally 

independent access committee and, as a result, we’re the most active access 

committee in New South Wales.  It’s the only Council I know of that has a 15 

$10,000 cash grant each year which no doubt would be expanded pro rata if 

we were responsible for the Oberon area.  To say that there won’t be elected 

people from Oberon on any future Council it totally incorrect.  I’ve never heard 

that until tonight. 

 But, short of that, I’m neither for or against the amalgamation but I think, in 20 

light of providing accurate details, future stuff that comes from either Paul 

Toole’s office or yourself, Madam, is that it’s accurate but more expansive to 

what it has been.  Thanks for the opportunity to speak. 

Facilitator: Thank you very much and thank you for drawing attention to that.  Could I ask 

speaker 25 to come to the podium?  25 

Speaker 25: Ms Brooks, my name is ****.  I’m a resident of Oberon, sixth generation 

resident of Oberon.  Three generations have been Councillors on the Oberon 

Council.  Myself, I’ve had 13 years. 

 I believe that there are good and bad Councillors on any Council but I believe 

that Oberon Council has done a great job in the past and I can’t see why they 30 

can’t do a great job in the future.  

 I remember when I was a boy, there was no asphalt on the main road.  There 

was no asphalt to Bathurst but there is now.   

 I heard people say here tonight that there’d be no loss of women in the 

workforce or men in the workforce.  That is wrong.  I remember when the 35 

electricity was lost to Oberon, the Southern Mitchell.  They had a depot in 

Oberon.  It disappeared, with all the workers. 

 Not so long ago, Bathurst decided that they’d have frozen food for the free 

meals at Oberon, frozen stuff.  There was cooked meals in Oberon and I think 

you’ve heard this before, Ms Brooks, that we lost some very, very good 40 

volunteers because that was caused by the frozen food. 
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 We are losing people all the time.  Now, I’ve got nothing against Bathurst.  I’ve 

been a board member of the Bathurst Harness Racing Club for 40 years.  I 

come into Bathurst to board meetings and I love going home.  It’s a great road 

leading out of Bathurst to Oberon. 

 I have no notes because I just decided I’d speak and it’s from the heart.  I 5 

believe that you, Madam, are a very well-educated person and will take back 

to the Government and our minister what the people of Oberon are thinking.  

Thank you very much. 

Facilitator: Thanks very much to all the speakers this evening.  I know that Ms Brooks 

wants to speak to you all but if there’s anyone else that would like to say 10 
something, please go and get a number and register.  We’re here until 10 

o’clock.  So, I’m going to hand over to you, I think, Renata, whilst people just 

think about whether they’d like to go and register.  You might like to say a few 

words. 

[BREAK] 15 

Facilitator: Good evening, again, ladies and gentlemen.  We do have a couple of people 

that would like to speak.  They are registered participants here tonight and 

they’d like to say a few words.  So, if I could ask – and the same rules apply, 

obviously.  We’ve got three minutes and the bell at two minutes and so I’d like 

to ask number 26 to come to the podium.   20 

Speaker 26: If anybody knew ****, you won’t have to have the bell.  I’m pretty short of what 

I’ve got to say and thanks for the opportunity of speaking.   

 As a ratepayer and an elected Councillor, probably one of the longest-serving 

Councillors on Bathurst Regional Council.  I came in on amalgamation with 

Evans Shire and I was very anti-amalgamation at that time. 25 

 I even took time off work to go down and try and pull down the fence at 

Government House and get up the minister of the time then, you know, about 

amalgamation and what was going to happen with Evans Shire and Bathurst. 

 I’ve mellowed over the time because as a shire it has worked.  I did apologise 

somewhere along the track that that amalgamation did work.  The shire and a 30 
town is probably a little bit different.  A town’s got a lot more stability about it.  

I think I’ve still got the heart there where I’m anti-amalgamation but my heart 

is to do the best for the region or the best for everyone out of this outcome 

and I’m very disappointed that as a Councillor on this Council I haven’t had 

the opportunity to speak with the other Council, Oberon’s, who is the one 35 

that’s going to be amalgamated.   

 They’re talking of amalgamation.  You know, I haven’t had that opportunity to 

speak to – Kath, I have spoken to and said, “It looks like a done deal because 

that’s what’s written in the paper,” you know.  And, I’m very concerned that we 

might be able to work this out and got not this stage where we’re talking to 40 

you here now, leave Oberon alone.  I know through our Council we wanted to 

leave them alone and I’d rather leave them alone but if the Government says, 
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you know, we’ve got to do it, then we’ve got to do it but it will be very 

disappointing if it does happen but as a regional Council here I’ll be still 

looking after the Oberon people as I do the Trunkey people or whatever other 

people.  Nothing will change down that track.  Just it’s disappointing if it does 

happen, they lose that identity and I think the rest of the Council feels a little 5 

bit that same way and just hope someone down the other end listens to what 

the Oberon’s got to say.  You’ve listened to what I’ve got to say and I hope 

there’s a good outcome all over for this.  Thank you. 

Facilitator: A couple of procedural reminders.  Please remember to address your 

delegate rather than the audience because what we’re trying to do is to gather 10 
your views specifically on the amalgamation and also that the Councillors who 

are speaking are speaking as individuals.  Just a reminder about that as well. 

 Could I ask speaker number 27 to come to the podium, please? 

Speaker 27: Good evening, everyone.  Ms Brooks and ladies, thank you for letting me 

speak about the matter of amalgamation.  My name is ****.  I came to Oberon 15 

from Sydney 18 years ago and I’m one of the local doctors.  I also work 

recently in Bathurst.  I live in Oberon but I work in Bathurst. 

 This itself speaks something, why I live in Oberon.  Oberon is a town which 

has got a special something unique about Oberon.  The people are very 

community orientated people, they know each other.  Most of them have been 20 

there for generations.  We have history in that country town.  We’ve got books 

written on history of Oberon and it’s something to do with that.  I’m not against 

Bathurst, I work in Bathurst every day and I travel to Oberon to live, to spend 

my night at home, so it’s both – both good towns but, unfortunately, the 

amalgamation seems to be very different – two different kettles of fish.   25 

 Bathurst is a very different town or regional city or large town, but Oberon is a 

very different community town.   

 Also today one of the Council workers in Bathurst I spoke to, they said the 

size of Bathurst is always equivalent to the size of Oberon, land-wise, so they 

said it would be a huge problem for the Council workers to cover double size 30 

which they already covering such a large area and if you double that size it 

probably wouldn’t reach much of the total.  It will be a lot harder work for 

them.  Even the Council workers are against it. 

 But, I think if this Oberon – I don’t know what the devil is in this agenda, 

whatever they have, but I think Oberon is a different town.  We have an 35 

eighty-year-old woman in Oberon who walks on the street and collects 

rubbish and take it to the bins, almost every day.  So, Oberon is a unique 

town.  Leave it alone to be unique and don’t break these people’s heart by 

amalgamating.  I don’t know what will be gained to amalgamate a town like 

that.  Thank you very much. 40 

Facilitator: Speaker 28, please come to the podium. 
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Speaker 28: Good evening, Ms Brooks.  ****.  A lot of people in Oberon today asked the 

question why and I want to talk about the bigger picture.  We forget that for 

thousands of years we’ve watched government take control of our lives and 

the argument is always the same: fewer costs, greater efficiencies but the 

result is also the same too, less control by the people and more control by the 5 

state until the individual’s own wishes count for nothing. 

 We must protect our freedom.  This is not about whether Bathurst wants to do 

the right thing by us – I believe they do.  There’s no question though that you 

have more say and more control in your own community with your own 

Council.   10 

 It’s like white-anting or creep.  You suddenly wake up one day and realise you 

have no power and no freedom and by then it’s too late.   

 It takes effort to wake up and act and we all need to get onto the internet and 

do our own research, think for ourselves and look at alternative news, not the 

six o’clock news and if you don’t want to do it for yourself then you do it for the 15 

community.   

 We all have to get together to stop this.  The other day someone in Oberon 

said to me, “But, I’m just a little person.  What can I do?” I say that you’re not.  

You count and everybody counts.   

 Which brings to mind Bathurst Council.  Bathurst should remember that 20 

without Oberon they would be next.  Just give it a few years, when 

everybody’s forgotten because by keeping Oberon Bathurst keeps itself safe 

from a similar threat in the future. 

 So, I say no merger for Oberon.  Thanks. 

Facilitator: Could I have speaker number 29?  25 

Speaker 29: Yes.  ****.  We’ve heard a lot about Evans Shire tonight.  Evans Shire is 

completely different to Oberon, I believe.  Bathurst Council, you can go there 

and have your say.  We can do that at Oberon Council already except the 

difference is we’re going to have to drive 100ks.  As Michael said before, 

Oberon Council isn’t broken.  You want us to amalgamate with Bathurst on 30 
assumptions and that’s the only reason.  We’re fit for the future apart from one 

thing.  That’s about all. 

Facilitator: Thanks, again, to all the speakers tonight.  I’ll just ask one more time, if 

anyone would like to say anything.  Otherwise then what I’m going to do is 

hand over to your delegate, to Renata Brooks, to make a few concluding 35 

remarks and to just explain what’s about to happen. 

Renata: Thank you, **** and thank you everyone who has spoken.  That’s given me a 

lot of information to digest and contribute to the process of re-examining the 

proposal and I’d particularly like to say how impressed I’ve been by some of 

the speeches that have been given by some of the younger people here.  It’s 40 
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been great to see that.  You don’t often see it in these sorts of processes, so 

thank you very much. 

 Just also to let you know, I think **** said at the outset that we’ve been 

recording all the proceedings.  A transcript of the proceedings will be 

generated as a formal record so that I’ve got something to refer to along with 5 

my notes, in carrying out my examination and preparing my report.  Those 

transcripts will be publicly available at the end of the examination and 

reporting process. 

 And, I’ll also remind you all, of course, that there is still the written submission 

process, that’s still open until 5:00pm on Sunday the 28th of February and I 10 
hope to see many submissions come through that process. 

 We are required to remain here until ten o’clock this evening because that’s 

the length of the public inquiry session, however – and people may arrive but 

obviously they may not.  So, we will stay here and, of course, you’re welcome 

to go or do anything.  I’ve said the things I need to say.  Thank you all very 15 

much and feel free to do as you please from now on but I’m not going to close 

the inquiry until ten o’clock. 

 I also want to say thank you very much to **** and Gina and the team of 

people who’ve done a great job.   

[BREAK] 20 

Renata: It’s 10 o’clock on the 4th of February.  Now, I’m officially closing the public 

inquiry for the Bathurst-Oberon merger. 

END TRANSCRIPT 
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